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TO 


THE    KING. 


Sir, 

The  affliction  into  which  Your  Mi^esty  was 
thrown  by  the  death  of  a  Bprother  so  JHstly  beloved  as 
the  DuKB  OF  York,  received  considerable  alleviation 
from  the  general  sjrmpathy  which  that  event  excited  in 
the  public  mind. 

Thus  Providence  kindly  blends  our  sorrows  with 
consolations;  and  while  memory  inflicts  wounds  by 
painful  recollections,  it  heals  them  by  turning  those 
remembrances  into  sources  of  permanent  comfort  and 
improvement. 

But  it  is  not  Your  Majesty  alone  that  derives  solace 
from  the  contemplation  of  departed  worth.  The  Nation 
at  large,  in  lamenting  the  calamity  that  has  been  sus- 
tained, feels  grateful  for  the  personal  services  of  the 
late  illustrious  Commander-in-chief;  and  the  institu- 
tions which  he  established,  to  perpetuate  a  system  that 
has  essentially  contributed,  in  a  season  of  peril,  to  the 
salvation  of  the  country,  will  endear  his  name  to  the 
remotest  posterity. 
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MEMOIR 

OF 

HIS  LATE  ROYAL  HIGHNESS 

FREDERICK  DUKE  OF  YORK, 


CHAP.  I. 

PROM   A.  D.  1763  TO  1780. 

\JN  the  sixteenth  of  August,  1763,  about  ten  in  the 
morning,  her  majesty  Queen  Charlotte,  the  august 
spouse  of  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain, 
was  delivered  of  her  second  child  at  Buckingham 
House.  There  were  present  on  that  occasion,  her 
royal  highness  the  Princess  Dowager  of  Wales,  seve- 
ral lords  of  the  privy  council,  and  ladies  of  elevated 
rank.  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that  the  ba;^tismal 
ceremony  was  deferred  till  the  fourteenth  of  the  follow- 
ing month,  when  it  appears  to  have  been  celebrated 
with  more  splendid  circumstances  than  even  that  of 
the  heir  apparent. 

At  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the  two  royal 
infants  were  brought  in  a  coach  from  the  Queen's 
Palace  to  St.  Jfimes's,  and  there  shewn  to  the  assem- 
bled people  through  the  windows.  Precisely  at  noon 
ber  Majesty  followed,  and  entered  the  palace  by  a  com* 
munication  opened  on  purpose  to  avoid  the  necessity 
of  her  going  through  the  garden,  along  the  wall  of 
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which  a  platform  was  erected,  matted  at  the  hottom, 
and  covered  all  over  with  crimson  baize.  A  little  after 
seveo  ID  the  evening,  tbe  procession  began  in  the  (oA- 
lowing  order : — the  Princess  Augusta,  sister  to  his 
Majesty,  led  by  her  brother  Prince  William ;  the  Rin- 
cess  Louisa,  by  her  brother  Prince  Henry ;  the  Princess 
Caroline  Matilda,  by  her  brother  Prince  Frederick ;  and 
the  Princess  Amelia,  aunt  to  the  King,  led  by  her  brother 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  Then  followed  the  nobility 
according  to  their  rank,  who  all  went  into  the  great 
council -chamber,  where  a  most  magnificent  state  bed  had 
been  set  up  for  the  Queen  to  sit  on,  the  coverlids,  valances 
and  curtains,  which  last  were  made  to  draw  up,  being 
all  of  the  richest  crimson  velvet,  adorned  with  deep 
gold  fringe,  and  lined  throughout  with  white  satin  :  but: 
th«  most  superb  article  of  all,  in  this  state  fumituxe, 
was  the  counterpane,  which  consisted  wholly  of  lace  of 
inimitable  workmanship,  and  cost  three  thousand  sev«tt 
hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  though  of  EngUsk  mann* 
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p^rfimned  the  same  office^  when  rector  of  St.  James's, 
to  the  father  of  the  royal  children.  Thus  rapidly  flows 
the  stream  of  time,  and  so  intimately  connected  is  in- 
fimcy  with  maturity — the  cradle  and  the  tomb. 

When  the  ceremony  was  over,  the  company,  which 
was  extremely  brilliant,  retired  into  another  apartment, 
where  they  partook  of  caudle  and  cake.  On  the  second 
day  after  the  christening,  her  Majesty,  with  the  two 
children,  returned  to  her  own  house,  which  now  became 
the  royal  residence,  the  old  palace  being  no  longer  ' 
used  except  for  public  occasions.  Here  the  children 
were  chiefly  under  the  care  of  the  Queen,  assisted  by 
Lady  Charlotte  Finch,  of  the  Winchelsea  family,  in 
whom,  most  desenredly,  the  greatest  confidence  was 
placed  by  their  Majesties. 

Seven  months  after  the  birth  of  Prince  Prederick,  a 
vacancy  occurred  in  the  bishopric  of  Osnaburg,  one  of 
those  secular  dignities,  with  an  ecclesiastical  designa- 
tion, which  arc  peculiar  to  Germany.  As  the  right  of  no- 
mination, for  this  turn  devolved  upon  the  King  ol"  Great 
Britain,  in  his  separate  capacity  of  Duke  of  Lunefourg 
and  Bector  of  Hanover,  he  immediately  caused  his 
second  son  to  be  declared  Bishop  of  Osimburg ;  and  a 
writ,  in  the  form  of  a  conge  d^elire,  for  that  purpose  was 
accordingly  transmitted  to  the  chapter  of  that  hierar- 
chical principality.  In  consequence  of  this,  some 
serious  difierences  arose,  between  the  chapter,  the 
elector  of  Ck)logne,  and  the  regency  of  Hanover.  The 
former  asserted  an  unlimited  right  of  administering  all 
aflfairs,  spiritual  and  civil,  during  the  minority  of  the 
young  prince.  The  elector,  on  the  other  hand,  being 
a  Catholic,  strenuously  resisted  these  pretensions,  and, 
without  paying  any  regard  to  them,  appointed  the 
honorary  bishop  of  Ahausen,  with  the  title  of  ponti- 
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fical  vicar,  and  the  dean  and  cniion,  Charles  Ae  Vo^- 
lius,  with  that  of  vicar  general,  to  snperintend  tba 
ecclesiastical  affairs  of  Osnabnrg,  the  inhabitants  4 
which  principality,  Lutheran  as  weH  as  Catholic, ' 
all  commanded  to  acknowledge  them  as  sach,  on  paint* 
of  excommunication.  The  regency  of  Hanover  mean- 
while opposed  the  arrogant  claims  of  the  elector,  and 
refused  to  consent  that  a  minister  of  the  Roman  ctn 
miinion  should  be  charged  with  the  management  of  d 
biBhopric,  in  the  minority  of  a  Protestant  prince. 

The  chapter,  under  these  circumi^tanccs,  memorial- 
iwd  the  emperor,  beseeching  him  to  interpose  his  good 
oBire.4  and  powerful  authority,  for  the  preservation  of 
their  privileges,  and  the  prevention  of  innovations, 
which  they  considered  as  of  n  dangerous  tendency. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Catholic  cDurtH  in  Germany 
exerted  theraselves  to  the  utmost  to  keep  down  the 
Protestant  SHvondancy ;  and  a  diet,  having  that  object 
ia  contemplation,  was  held  at  Ratistiun,  during  the 
wbole  of  the  year  1764,  but  without  producing  any 
Ihing  decisive.  While  the  parties  were  thus  conflict- 
ing on  religiouK  grounds,  auotiicr  source  of  dissension 
was  opened,  by  the  claim  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
in  his  quality  of  fatlier  and  guardian  of  the  young 
prince,  to  take  upon  him  the  administration  of  the 
tftnporalitics  of  the  bishopric,  and  the  presvntution  in 
his  nanio  of  the  comittal  suiTnigc  in  the  diet  of  t 
empire.  All  these  contentions  were  carried  on  < 
extreme  heat,  and  lafited  for  a  considerable  lengtb^d 
time ;  but  in  the  end  they  terminated,  chiefly  tbiooj 
the  intervention  of  the  great  Frederick  of  Prus.Hia,^ 
fliTovT  of  his  Tojrn)  relative  and  namesake. 

Amonn  Uie  cffi-cts  produced  by  lliis  opposition,  a 
wits  a  resolutioo,  on  ibe  part  of  our  muuurcb,  to  « 
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L  his  son,  who  was  partictUarly  iDterostcd  in  the  cuuoeni, 

ron  aniTiiiK  at  a  proper  age,  to  reside  some  years  m  Ger- 

I  naoy,  that  bo  might  thereby  become  more  thoroug^hly 

L  acquainted  with  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  empire, 

f  than  lie  could  well  be  by  the  most  diligent  study,  under 

I  the  ablest  preceptors,  at  a  distance.     Another  conse- 

I  quence  incideDtally,  and  to  a  certain  extent  t'ortuitoasly, 

I  arising  from  this  local  strife  for  the  government  of  a 

I  petty  state  in  Germany,  is  one  that  brings  with  it  many 

I  important  reflections.    At  the  period  when  the  prince 

\  who  was  the  cause  of  this  struggle  for  the  administra- 

I  tioQoftiie  affairs  of  Osuabur^was  perfectly  unconscious 

[  of  moral  action,  the  people  of  England  knew  so  little  of 

[  tlw  continental  powers  with  which  they  were  virtually 

1  connected,  that  many  persons,  and  those  too  of  no  ordi- 

1  nary  ability,  considered  the  young  prince  Frederick 

I  as  actnaJIy  destined  for  »a  ecclesiastical  order,  or  at 

I  least  for  one  bieiuling  the  spiritual  and  civil  functiond 

in  his  person.     It  was  in  allusion  to  this  prevailing 

idea,  associated  with  the  episcopal  title,  that  the  inge- 

niouB  Jaiae^  Burgh,  in  176ti,  prefixed  to  a  volume  of 

essays,  a  dedication  "  To  the  Right  Reverend  Father 

in  God,  of  three  years  old.  His  Jloyal  Highness  Prince 

I  Frederirjt,  Bitthop  ofOsnabnrg." 

Tliougb  the  Kinp,  by  bia  perseverance  and  influence, 
IcArricd  fata  point  against  the  bigoted  opponents  of 
lliiii  i-lcctoral  rights;  It  was  not  till  after  .some  years 
I  of  tmiiooa  litigation  bcfbre  the  imiierial  court  of  jndi- 
Icntorc.  TIds  conflict  made  a  deep  impressiuu  upou 
I  his  mind  Ihcn.  as  it  also  did  several  yenrs  nficrwfirds 
lupun  that  of  his  son,  in  convincing  both  of  the  rest- 
R  and  ij^lrignln^  spirit  which  never  fails  to  actOBte 
ft  RomaniAts  wherever  they  gain  a  footing,  and  are 
■enabled  to  atipitc  to  the  cstabliahmeut  of  on  ascend- 
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tMoy.     From  ttiifl  point  of  history,  ulilch,  triTiul 
may  bave  appeared  at  the  time,  at  present  throws 
inconsiderable  light  upon  Diattcrs  of  nearer  interest 
and  more  recent  date,  we  must  now  return  to  domcs' 
tie  scenes,  and  the  royal  nursery. 

Such  wos  the  happy  uniformity  of  temper  which 
Unguiahcd  the  King  and  Queen,  that  the  increase  of  tl 
family  contributed  to  cement  their  affection.  Of  this 
pleasing  proof  was  given  by  her  majesty  on  tho  essu- 
iOff  birthday  of  her  august  partner,  when  she  tenderly 
embraced  hint,  and  pat  upon  his  finger  a  ring  set  with 
brilliants,  but  rendered  inestimably  more  precious  by 
au  (uuuncl  containing  the  portraits  of  the  two  princes. 

Arts  like  tliese,  and  an  unremitt^^d  attention  to  all 
the  graces  and  duties  of  life,  constituted  tbe  cestns  by 
which  the  amiable  Charlotte  managed  to  rivet  the  love 
of  her  sovereign  lord.  Never  in  fact  was  there  a  pair 
more  barmonioasly  fitted  lor  each  other ;  and  the  general 
wonder  was  how  two  persons  of  their  youthful  age 
clcTated  tank  could  agree  to  prefer  domestic  society 
the  gaieties  and  amusements  so  generally  pursued 
tbu  old,  ait  well  a.<i  tho  young,  at  that  period, 
duehess,  who  figured  ihb  tho  Teader  of  fuslilon,  took 
liberty  of  expressing  her  surprise  al  this  novel  specti 
and  that  too  in  llic  presence  of  the  Queen,  but 
answer  nhicli  tlio  tilled  dame  received  was  of  a  na( 
that  must  huvo  mortified  her  exceedingly.  Sh« 
a»kcd,  who  had  the  charge  of  her  children?  and  on 
replying  (hat  they  wore  pat  out  to  nurso;  tbe  qnecn 
said, "  That  is  more  than  t  could  cttnsent  to  with  a 
conscience,  except  in  case  of  stcUu»«.  Children 
qoin  n  mother's  care,  and  Uiey  repa>  it  by  (heir  cadi 
Tbe  King,  t  nm  happy  In  sny, enters  cmnpli 
thnsame  ecniimeni,  and,  thus  onilcd,  wrtind 
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kqoifiite  delight  id  our  little  ones  than  n*e  sitoiilil 
rive  ftom  Uie  fatiguing,  bat  frivolutis,  pleasures  ol' 
B  world." 
KAi'ter  the  birthday,  hpr  Majesty  left  town,  to  veside 
'  the  summer  at  Kielimoiid  Lod^,  where  the  two 
caught  the  hooping-cough ;  and  such  was  the 
iKtcrnul  solicitude  of  Die  yoiin^  qncen,  that  she 
Uendfid  Uiem  nigiit  and  day ;  the  consequence  of 
pich  was,  a  niiscaniage  to  herself,  attended  with  a 
3  though  »in>rt  lUufsa.  The  diaorder  of  the  chil- 
\ta  also  abated  as  the  sumnior  advaucod,  and  the 
Biger  wiw  so  fiir  over  by  the  I2th  of  August,  that  an 
teitainracnt  waa  giren  at  the  I^odge,  with  a  ball  for 
young  nobility,  on  whicli  occasion  uiore  tbnit  a 
Ipusaud  Jnnpa  were  lighted  up  iu  tlie  gardens,  and 
ine  rory  brrtliaat  fireworks  exhibited  at  nit;ht. 
Ju  the  midst  of  this  felicity  and  care,  a  cloud  arose, 
|lich  tlireatened  the  nation,  as  well  as  the  royal  bouse- 
i|d,  with  cvilu  of  the  most  tremendous  magnitude.  At 
e  lM>Kinn!jig  oflTda  the  monarch  was  suddeuly  attack- 
I  by  an  affection  of  the  brain,  evidently  the  etfect  of 
tense  anxiety,  originating  in  the  political  feuds  which 
mtinued  for  some  years  to  disquiet  the  kingdom  after 
B  peace.  'Vbe  situation  of  the  royal  patient,  then  at 
i  carefully  concealed  from  the  public,  in  the 
ipes  entertained  by  the  medical  attendants  that  a  fa- 
lurable  crisis  would,  in  a  little  time,  render  it  umieces- 
y  to  lay  the  case  before  parliament.  The  presage  was 
Ittppily  Tbrificd,  and  the  sound  constitution  of  the  King 
incd  a  complete  triumph  over  the  mental  discaae. 
I  his  n-covery  he  went  to  the  house  oi"  lords  for  the 
ipre»s  pnrposo  of  reconunendiug  the  adoption  of  some 
lative  mcausUTcs  to  secure  the  public  peace,  and  the 
bty  v(  the  royal  house,  in  the  event  of  a  .similar  visi- 
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UlUoi).    Jti  his  speech  he  said,  "My  lute  indispof 
tJkougb  not  atteuded  with  dauger,  has  led  c 
aider  the  situatiou  iu  nhich  my  kiti^doms  and  lai 
tnigUt  be  let\,  il'it  should  please  God  to  put  a  pe 
luy  lite  whilst  my  successai  is  of  tender  yearu." 

It  wus  Uien  proposed,  that  a  power  should  be  giveo 
to  liis  Majesty  to  iippoiot/ from  time  to  time,  under  the 
sign  maiiuul,  either  the  Queen,  or  any  other  pcriiou  of 
the  royal  family,  residing  iu  Great  Britain,  to  act  as 
tlie  guardian  a^id  regeiU  of  the  realm,  until  the  heir 
apparcuC  should  uttaiu  the  age  of  eighteen,  but  subject 
iu  some  respects  to  a  statute  that  bad  been  already 
passed  in  the  late  reign. 

A  bill  to  this  effect  was  accordingly  introduced,  and 
passed  witli  all  coaTenicut  speed;  ou  giving  (he  royal 
assent  to  which,  the  King  said,  "The  proviaioas  iliat 
bave  been  made  for  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment, in  case  the  crown  should  descend  to  any  of  my 
children  under  the  age  uf  eighteen  years,  wbibii  iJicy 
add  strength  and  security  to  our  present  establisUmeat, 
give  mo  the  kindest  and  most  convincing  proof  of  yout 

nfidenue.     The  sense  I  haw  of  tlie  important  iriipt  . 
«ed  in  me,  and  my  desire  to  repay  this  mari^;,^ 
affection  by  discharging  my  part  agreeabJyt  t 
'jrcMir  intentions,  in  tlie  manner  most  bcneticial  to  my 
people,  huvv  roiicurrud  lo  make  me  execute,  wilbout 
delay,  tbo  power  with  which  yon  have  invested  urn. 
This  is  already  done ;  and  you  may  n-st  assured,  t 
m»  bit  as  depends  upon  ine,  those  salutary  pruvi^ 
»bail  nerer  be  inoflvclual.    It  i^  my  urdvnt  wis 
it  Khnll  b«i  my  enriu'^t  cudoavour,  on  this  and  on  ev^ 
uthnr  i>c*;«JutiB,  to   perpetuatu   ibo  happiaenjt  uf  j 
auUj«r.<e,  and  lo  tnuismit  to  poAtvrily  tike  blessing) 
«ut  invMtuiiblc  constitntioo." 
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Tbaa  wisely  4iA  the  yoiin^  monarch  improve  the 
Affftal  warning  wbith  he  had  received — by  turning  it 
to  the  proper  end  of  setting  his  faonsc  in  order,  so  that 
neither  the  people  nor  his  faeiily  might  suffer  any  par- 
ticular trooble,  either  hy  his  demise,  or  the  snspenstMi 
of  the  regil  fiiBctions.  Here  also  we  may  remarlc,  that 
the  fntl  and  anqualiiied  right  of  the  two  houses  of 
parliament  (o  supply  any  temporary  deficiency  of 
the  executiTe  power,  was  acknowledged  and  estab- 
lished ;  thotigh  at  a  subsequent  period  we  shall  find 
this  sooed  oinstittitional  princtpte  most  strenuously 
combated  by  men  renowned  for  their  pretensions  to 
patriotism. 

The  cemduct  «€  Qne«n  Chatlotti-,  during  this  severe 
trial,  frvlncrd  uiiconunon  fortitude,  tor  thougrh  in  a 
state  of  pregnancy,  she  carefully  kept  the  state  of  the 
King*s  mind  a  secict,  even  Iroin  his  nearest  relatives. 
Sai  it  mn-it^  to  be  toM  also,  that  a  xdlnilar  e:cerciBe  of 
pmdent  forbeatnnce  distinguished  one  of  the  menials 
in  the  royal  nerWce, 

Some  (fme  before  this  malady  seized  the  Kinf .  being 
tben  at  Windsor,  he  called  lo  his  head  groom,  and 
asked  him  the  cfmdition  (ri*  a  favoarite  horse,  saying, 
"  Will  he  ever  be  good  for  any  thing  <i^aiD  ?  It  was  n 
very  bad  foil.  I  thought  I  was  done  for."  The  i 
wa«  iitrsck  with  astonishment,  and,  not  being  able  to 
comprehend  what  his  Poyal  master  alluded  to,  re- 
mained silent.  The  King,  surprised  at  his  hesitation. 
imputiently  said,  "  Why  don't  yoa  give  me  an  answer! 
It  is  not  your  fault,  if  the  horse  is  spoiled."  The  servant 
then  rcp(icd,  "Sir,  I  did  not  understand  yon;  nor  do  I 
now  know  to  what  horse,  or  lo  what  circumstance,  yoa 
refer  f— ••  What  !*"  exclaimed  his  Majesty,  '*  not  roDem- 
bw  the  hor.»e  which  threw  me  In  the  hunt  yesterdayl 
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What !  Dot  know  of  the  accident,  when  yon  helped  me  up, 
luid  led  away  the  horse  with  his  fcoeea  cut  and  bleed- 
ing?" The  niau  wan  still  more  confused,  for  there  had 
been  uo  hunt;  nor  bad  any  such  casualty  occurred.  The 
King  perceiving  his  embarrassment,  now  appeared  no 
ktiit  perplexed ;  and  placing  his  hand  upon' his  fore- 
head, murmured  in  a  pathetic  tone,  "  Good  God !  can 
thin  eilrung  inipruaition  be  the  efTect  of  a  dream  ?  Has 
tlie re  indeed  been  no  huut?"  The  groom,  a  little  re- 
vivi^d  by  tho  tcndemeas  of  hia  master,  said,  "No,  sir, 
certainly  not;  there  was  no  hunt;  and,  thank 
yon  have  bad  no  fall."  Upon  this  the  King  tui 
rery  pale,  but  said,  "Well,  well,  so  much  llie  better 
and  mind  that  yoit  don't  mention  this  to  any  body 
fur  it'  you  do,  peiiplu  will  tiay  I  am  mad."  The  man 
bi>wed,  and  motit  strictly  obsorvod  tho  injunction  for 
four-and-twonty  years,  when,  on  the  Kin^s  second 
flltien.t,  ho  revealed  tho  matter  to  a  fcUow  scrvaut,  by 
whose  means  it  ranie  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Queen, 
who  Hent  for  (he  Kr<K>m.  and  had  the  whole  story  fVom 
bin  own  lips.  When  ho  had  finishod,  sbo  said,  "  Oh  ! 
that  wiu  a  mournful  and  a  memorable  mortiing  to  me. 
1  wu  ntnM  my  Kiu|['ii  mind  was  all'ected,  yet  I  daivd 
B4)l  ajtk  an  opituon  uf  any  human  beJn;  whatever,  lest 
I  atMM^d  giro  tiati  tA  nnpletuant  nimour;;.  Bat,  thank 
Ood  I  litat  «tonn  blew  orer ;  and  i^o  has  the  prvjt«nt ; 
and  U*  nultin  niod  i>  ngniu  nawtvA."  thvax  turuiut>  lo 
ltt«  (WithOil  6«>rTant,  the  aatd,  "  Did  you  not  impart  this 
rlrDanalaore  to  your  witVf"  The  man  dftJarrd  that 
h»  bud  ncrt ;  and  lltr-n  Mid,  "  As  the  kinfi  (old  bm-I 
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brought  K  silver  tankard  finely  gilt  and  ornamented : 
mbicb  tiie  Queen  graciously  presented  to  the  servant 
us  a  reward  lor  his  iiilclity. 

From  this  digressiou,  we  must  return  to  take  up 
the  cbiiin  of  regular  narrative.  After  the  King's  re- 
covery, the  Queen  renewed  her  attentions  to  the  inter- 
nal improvement  of  Buckingham  House,  purticularly 

I  fitting  up  the  library,  which,  be;iides  the  ntlditioa 
of  Qaeen  Caroline  s  collection,  then  lately  removed 
for  the  purpose  from  the  Green  Park,  was  enriched 
with  above  two  tliousand  volumes  in  different  lan- 
goiiges,  under  the  particular  direction  of  her  Majesty. 
While  the  Qae«a  was  thns  employed,  at  what  might 
be  called  her  town  residence,  the  two  children  re- 
maioed  in  llic  palace  at  Kew,  where  the  birthday  of 
the  eldest  was  celebrated  this  year  by  an  entertainment 
gi.reo  to  the  yoiinf;  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  ueigb- 
bonrhood.  . 

The  same  day  her  royal  highness  the  Priuccss  of 
Wales  held  a  public  drawing  room  on  the  joyful  occa- 
sion in  town ;  and  the  circumstauce  is  here  menliooed, 
10  fJww  the  great  cordiality  which  prevailed  iu  the 
family,  though  the  moat  evil  reports  were  then  circu- 
lated expressing  the  contrary. 

Poor  days  afterwardd,  the  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  Prince  Frederick  was  oliser^cd,  in  a  still  more  re- 
markable manner;  for,  in  addition  to  a  fete,  fonr  thou* 
sand  medals  of  gold  and  silver  were  distributed  in  com- 
memoratinn  of  the  election  of  his  royal  highness  to  the 

I  episcopal  principality  of  Osnaburg.  The  medal,  which 
w&soxertiled  by  the  ingenious  Thomas  Piugo,  represents 
00  one  side  the  figure  of  Hope  resting  on  a  shield,  bcar- 
io{[  the  anns  and  crown  of  the  prince,  and  on  a  pedestftl 
are  the  mitre,  crozier,  and  sword;  the  motto,  "Spes 
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Publica;"  "the  Hope  of  the  Nation."    Oo  tb«  \ 
yetBp  ia  tUe  Mlowing  uitM:riptioD  : 

PRKDSRICVB  M.  BRIT.  PR.  BPISCOPL'S. 
,  ,  OSNABURG.  D.  BR.  ET  LUN. 

AMNUENTK  ~ 

GEOBGIO  TEUTIO, 

M.  BBIT.  CB.  H.  a.  f.  IJ. 

D.  BRUNSV.  ET  LUNEB, 

8.  B.  1.  A.  ET  ELECT. 

PATRE.  ET  RKGE.  OPT. 

F08TUL.ATU8  GPI^iC. 

XXVit.  FKBRl  ARII. 

MUCCLXIV. 


I>tbs  mat  of  the  same  uobUi,  jier  tf^ivfitj  t 
%!rUi  to  a  third  prlace,  who  waj^  baptizocl  at  i 
James's  piilace,ou  tlic  18th  of  September,  by  the  uuuc 
of  William  Henry,  iu  hoauur  of  his  royal  Rodfatlier  the 
Duke  of  Ctuuberland.  Un  this  occasioD  the  two  elder 
priaces  wero  exbibitetl  with  their  infuul  brother,  at  the 
wiudows  of  the  pnlact!,  to  Uto  as»emhled  crowd,  who 
testified  theii  loyalty  by  loud  acclamations.  But  the 
joy  produced  by  these  accessions  to  tbc  royiU  lineage, 
was  not  without  ;iIloy,  fur,  on  the  31st  of  October,  the 
Dolie  of  Cumberland  expired  suddenly,  without  the 
least  pnivioos  iadisposition ;  and,  oa  tbo  2iJth  of  De- 
cember, Princ«  Frodenck  William,  bis 
fourth  brother,  iticd  at  tb«  age  ol'  lifLccn  years,  i 
a  MTero  tUnc&s  oT  foortcca  mouths.  The  di«on: 
this  amiable  youth  waji  rather  rcmarkatjo  (ox  uui 
young ;  bcinf:  an  oUsliuate  HKCites,  or  dropsy  of  J 
belly.  Ho  tuul  undergone  the  openttion  of  tappin 
the  course  of  the  sunuoer.  but  the  relief  affordM 
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Ifcis eradiation  prmod  moineiitary ;  and  tUe  complaiut 
t^PBturiUDg  with  aggravated  symptoms,  he  sunk  under 
it  at  t]ie  boase  of  his  afflicted  mother,  the  Princess 
Dowager  of  Walea. 

The  character  given  oi'  him  was  Oiatof  a  prince 
ever  to  be  regretted  by  those  who  bad  the  honour  to 
approach  him,  and  ever  to  be  proposed  as  a  pattern  of 
Atieace,  meekness,  and  fortitude.  The  gracefulness 
f  bis  person,  great  as  it  appeared,  gave  bnt  an  imper- 
gct  idea  of  the  exalted  qualities  of  )iis  mind.  His  sub- 
bsioii  to  the  decrees  of  Providence,  his  affection  and 
btiful  behaviour  to  his  royal  motlipr,  to  the  King,  and 
>  the  rest  of  his  illustrions  family,  were  ever  uniform 
ffd  exemplary.  His  manly  sense  and  uncommon 
■  Benetratioa  exceeded  even  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of 
~  >se  who  irere  intrusted  with  his  education.  During 
s  /OQgand  i>ainfal  iliness,  his  chief  and  only  care  wAs 
l|i  avoid  giving  ptiia  to  those  around  him ;  and  he  not 
lilj-  Iee4<ened,  but  even  concealed,  his  own  snfleringii 
1  them;  which  tenderness  of  feeling  extended 
jieir  to  tbe  lonvst  of  bin  domestic  attendants. 
V  We  have  been  inthiccd  to  dwell  a  little  upon  this 
jUmablc  character  on  accouut  of  the  great  similarity 
btween  bis  case  and  that  of  his  royal  nephew  and 
mesake;  who  shortly  afterwardr,  with  his  brother 
B  Printe  of  Wales,  was  inoculated  for  the  small-poK 
[  the  Queen's  palace,  in  the  presence  of  their  Majes- 
Tho  operation  was  performed  by  Pcnnel  Haw- 
,  sorgeoa  extraonlinary  to  the  King,  nnder  the 
rectim  of  bis  Ealber,  Ciesar  Hawkins,  the  acrjeAot- 
>n,  and  tbc  phyjucians.  Sir  Clifford  Wintringhom, 
r  WilUfttti  Duncan,  and  Sir  John  Pringte.  Tliis  wax 
1  oocurrenreof  no  slight  consoqurticc  at  that  time, 
I  Du>  national  prejudices  ugaiust  the  practice  o( 
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iDOcuIation  ran  so  extremely  hi^,  that  one  of  the  most 
popaiar  and  zealous  preachers  in  tbe  city  of  London 
tliou^t  proper  to  say  in  the  pulpit, — it  was  pre^ump- 
taous  to  pray  for  tbe  infant  princes,  wfao  were  now 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  God,  and  committed  into  the 
care  of  sinfol  men.  But  the  King  and  Queen  pos- 
sessed minds  too  enlarged  to  be  swayed  by  such  nar- 
row notions,  and  they  deemed  it  a  duty  to  reeommend 
an  important  and  valuable  diseorery  to  their  subjects, 
by  subjecting  the  royal  children  to  the  process  of 
inoculation;  judging  that  the  influence  of  such 
exaiaple  would  be  more  efficacious  in  rooting 
vulgar  error,  than  the  most  powerful  argument  or 
suasive  exhortation.  It  must  bo  admitted  that  tKff 
was  a  sacritice  of  no  ordinary  magnitude,  considering 
the  high  station  of  those  who  made  it,  the 'prejudices 
they  had  to  overcome,  and  the  fond  regard  which  they 
entertitiaetl  for  their  offspring.  To  estimate  tbe  value 
of  this  ofl'i'ring  at  the  sbrine  of  reason,  under  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  those  who  made  it,  we  need  only 
take  a  view  of  thu  conduct  of  too  many  in  high, 
well  an  in  low  life,  at  this  day,  who  obstinately  pen 
in  exposing  their  children  to  tbe  danger  of  defoi 
and  death,  rather  than  adopt  a  mild  preventive, 
is  wholly  frue  itmn  all  pain  and  peril.  Tliough  vat 
nation  has  now  ^^tood  the  severest  test  of  trial  during 
tile  spare  of  a  (luorter  of  a  century,  and  been  hailed 
uM  a  blessing  front  Heaven  by  nations  remarkable  for 
their  inllcxible  attachment  to  ancient  habits  and  opi- 
nions, yvi  biu  tlitB  importunt  discovery  lieen  all  aloof 
conlamneil  nnd  opposed  In  the  coimlry  where  U 
UNled.  Too  much  praise,  thereforp,  cannot  be 
lo  Uitt  royal  (HmiJy  o|  Grrat  Britain,  for  baring 
formly  Ind  the  way  In  promodne  every  invention  anil 


I     S^^M 


;h,  as 

luring 
tailed 
ilo  for 
1  opi- 
along       J 


MEMOIR    OF   TUB    Hl'KE   OP   fORK.  33 

stitnUoa  that  has  had  a  tendency  to  alleviate  the 

ils  or  mortality,  and  to  improve  the  conditioD  of 
Dd. 

On  the  30th  of  December  1767,  the  sovereign  snm- 
oned  a  Chapter  of  the  roost  noble  Order  of  the  Bath, 

'  the  express  purpose  of  investin°r  his  second  son 
ith  the  insignia  of  that  chivalrous  dignity;  but  the 
lercmouy  of  iaauguration  was  postponed  for  a  few 
lars,  on  acconnt  of  the  extreme  youth  of  the  prince. 
At  this  period  the  feelings  of  the  King  suffered 
Bverely  hy  the  inteHigonce  of  the  immature  death  of 

I  favourite  brether,  Edward  Duke  of  York ;  which 
pent  happened  at  the  little  principality  of  Monaco 
t  Italy,  oo  the  I7th  of  September.  This  Prince  had 
In-ays  been  remarkably  popular,  being  of  a  more  open 

i  lively  disposition  than  the  King.  He  was.  besides, 
i»  careful  of  his  money;  and,  in  his  early  days,  when 
s  week's  allowance  was  all  expended,  lie  would  have 
Scourice  lo  his  brother  George,  who  readily  gave  him 
lliateTer  he  wanted. 

•  Of  thit  gnod-imtured  prince,  one  of  the  numeruus 
mpilers  of  biogmpbical  memoirs  of  our  late  venerable 
onarfji  relates  these  anecdotes,  on  ttie  authority,  as  it 
said,  of  an  old  domestic  of  the  family.     "  [  well  re- 

mbcr,"  says  the  narrator,  "  Prince  Edward  having 

fn  forbidden  to  enter  his  mother's  doors,  on  account 
r  some  miichievoud  tricks  he  had  played ;  and  the 
■Ooms  of  the  chambers  and  pages  had  positive 
nJers  not  to  admit  hitn.     Whilst  Edward  lay  nnder 

s  uilerdict,  some  of  the  great  nobles  duied  with  the 

icess.     The  Ihince  of  Wules  interceded  very  hard 

'have  him  restored  to  favour,  and,  if  not  permitted 

[dine  at  her  table,  that  he  might  enter  with  the  des- 

;  but  all  was  in  vain.*  The  prince,  hurt  hy  his 
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mother's  refasal,  'was  very  glum  ail  dhuer-tinie ;  bnt 
vrbcn  they  witbdrcw  to  the  music  room,  lo.  and  behold, 
there  sat  master  Edward,  full  dressed  !— wlio  ros*  and 
made  a  very  low  reverence,  as  his  mother  and  sisters 
entered.  "Hey-day,  sir,"  says  the  princofi*,  "who 
has  dared  to  disobey  my  commands,  and  pennitted 
you  to  enter  these  doors f"  The  prince  replied,  "Dos't 
be  angry,  my  dear  mother;  nobody  has  disobeyed  you; 
f  have  not  been  admitted  within  these  doors,  nor  vio- 
lated your  orders;  for  I  came  in  Ihroa^h  the  middle 
window,  by  the  help  of  tlic  lamplighter's  ladder:  so 
I  hope  yon  will  give  me  permission  to  remain."  The 
elder  prince  looked  at  his  mother  ia  a  way  that  spoke 
more  powerfully  than  words;  the  frolic  was  laughed 
at,  and  Edward  obtniued  his  pardon ;  at  which  no  one 
was  more  pleased  than  his  brother  George,  wlio  was 
always  ready,  but  not  always  able,  to  help  him  out  of 
(he  numerous  scrapes  into  which  he  was  continnally 
falling. 

On  the  same  authority,  it  ia  said,  that  after  Prince 
Edward  wan  fifteen,  he  was  for  ever  scaliug  walls,  and 
getting  down  areas,  on  amorous  adventarea.  Once  he 
was  locked  up  for  six.  hours  in  the  dairy  at  Kcw,  by 
a  girl  whom  be  plagued  sadly,  and  who  promised  ahe 
would  come  to  him  at  dusk ;  instead  of  which  she 
turned  the  key  upon  the  fVolicKome  yontb,  who  had 
no  means  of  escape  till  his  mother  camo  home.  Dur- 
ing thtii  restraint,  he  anased  himself  with  diKarrungiog 
tbe  tfconomy  of  the  dairy,  under  the  pretext  of  eoden- 
vonring  to  make  butter  and  cheeso.  When  tbn 
ceas  was  informed  of  this  nffair,  sbc  bctrama 
highly  otTendfld ;  the  girl  wba  immediately  dischari 
and  the  princ*  was  svrerely  reprimanded.  But 
displayed   no  sirme  of  sUuiw  or  vorrow,  telUng  his 
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pulimr  tliat.  bein^  tbud  of  rural  studies,  ba  Imd  goiui 

Uo  the  dairy  merely  to  learn  huw  to  cliurn. 

t  Prince   EilwanI,   soon  alter    the   acccHstun   of    bin 

ntlier  to  Oie  ibrone,  »as  c;rt;atcd   Duke  ol'  \i>rk  ;  but 

;  volatility  of  hia  temper  would  not  aull'or  iiiiu  to  lix 

:  rc&klciico  at  court.     Travelliug  was  his  great  do- 

ht,  and  his  practice  was  to  rise  early  every  morniiii;, 

I  he  set  down  in  writing  all  the  transactions  and 

«ervation^  that  had  occnrrc-d  duriit^  the  preceding 

By  this  means  he  could,  on  turning  to  his  diary, 

uncdiately  ascertain  where  he  had  Iieen,  what  be  had 

Kttjced,  and  with  whom  be  had  conversed  at  any  par- 

lar  time.     Al\eT  visiting  most  parts  of  the  kingdom, 

g  went  through  France,  Germany,  and  Italy ;  receiv- 

)ftg  every  where  ibe  Fioaoors  due  to  his  exalted  rank, 

i  gixitie  pleasure  to  all  by  the  liberality  of  bis  con- 

ict,   the  suavity  of  his  nunners,  and  the  habitual 

rfaliKMi  of  his  temper. 

k  The  character  of  diis  prince,  and  that  of  his  nephew 

i  godson,  had  such  uii  affinity  as  to  render  it  unne- 

ijy  to  make  any  apology  for  a  detail  wluch  caunut 

/  to  amuse  the  niuder. 

^  lu  little  more  than  nLx  months  after  the  death  of  the 

L- of  York,  amitber  bieaeh  was  made  in  the  royal 

nily  by  the  demiBe  of  the  I'rincoss  Louisa,  sister  to 

I  Kiug,  who  fell  a  vklini  to  a  cousuraptioii  in  the 

iotieth  year  of  her  age.     The  gloom  occasioned  by 

)  refMsatcd  strokc-j;  of  mortality  wan  increased  by 

e  agitated  state  o(  the  nation,  ovring  to  the  seditious 

toleiK'e  of  political  inct^uliaries,  whose  libels  were  but 

I  Kucceasliil  in  disturbing   the   public  tranquillity, 

I  obstnieting  liio  measurcit  ol'  guvernmont. 

But  while  the  friends  of  order  trembled  fur  the 

le,  (be  King  maintained  his  seat  with  liriaiutys,  and 
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repelled  tbe  iiualU  that  were  dully  ufliered  kin  wilfa 
xilenl  digutty ;  and  eren  when  the  inlariiilcd  rabUe, 
Inatigated  hy  the  tirel>randii  i>(  uisnile,  conunitud  tlie 
BMMt  MaikdaloaK  outraj^^  al  |L«  very  ^tes  uf  the 
palace,  tlu.-  furUtudc  of  the  inooarrh  ue\et  once  tbroMik 
hiin ;  nor  could  xhe  tuenncos  of  lactioii  sltaLe  thv  reso^ 
luUori  wiiich  ht:  bad  taken  of  living  aod  dying  wilb  tke 
laws  and  (^ouHtilutiou.  Tu  suppoac  that  bis  M^fewty 
did  iiot  tuffer  acutely  amidst  the  tempest  with  which 
he  bad  to  struggle,  and  under  Ihv  opprobrious  calum- 
uieH  tliat  w<^re  dally  ituuru!  out  against  tfao  purity  qI 
bin  uwllvtw,  would  bo  doing  wroug  lu  tbe  integrity  u) 
bJK  princJploK  and  the  delicacy  of  Iuh  aeutiuicnta.  By 
tkfi  ronuar,  huwvvur,  he  pre^Tved  tbe  couuUy;  while 
th«  latter  matte  bini  tt^uiler  lo  bla  eneniieti,  aiid  coiu- 
pasaionate  to  thv  poopli^,  wbu  wcri'  deceived  bj  tJitr 
artift('4ii«  ni'  doutagogucH. 

In  tbv  ljuM>ni  of  bis  I'auiily  tbu  suveceigu  tuuud 
Kolavv  I'rom  tlu-  uvUa  that  oppressed  luid  sumiuudcd 
bim  ;  and  hiii  richeal  cansotuUun,  next  to  that  derivinl 
fiOBi  tb»  cooscionBDcas  uf  tbu  reotitu«l<;  of  liis  inten- 
tiunx,  lay  Iti  tbe  virtuos  of  biii  consort,  whose  couwr- 
satioD  cabncHl  bia  spirits  wbon  distracted  by  tltc  carvx 
of  luyalty  ;  and  wboue  active  tiiiud  was  vvvr  ti'rtilo  ia 
vxpeiliruts  to  divert  biri  tbuugbi^  whcu  in  a  -state  uJ 
diKqiiictndc  Aimmg  ntbur  lugt-nioaa  dcnricvs.  Hhirh 
the  Que«o  bad  rrcoiirao  lu  at  thJa  period,  was  that  til 
cnunitig  a  druwiag-ruotu  to  bv  hnid  by  Uie  PriiH^e  «l' 
Wabts  Bud  his  sister  iho  Frinccas  Itoyal,  t)ie  one  kvvou 
und  tho  Dthor  ihrae  yean  uM.  Tlw  nuvolty  al  Ibr 
idua  rowlerDd  11  peculiarly  atlmctivc,  luid  Iho  sjirGtacIc 
itadr  wan  calculated,  ir  any  aigbt  could  pradtH;e  Mwh 
aa  vSKt.  tu  HofUio  tbo  tnallRnity  of  (actiua,  and 
Mm  pMpIn  aahanifld  of  tlwlr  own  crwduttty,  in 
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IWI»wl  by  Ihc  ftf  lious  detainers  ol'  rank  nnd  virtue.— 
li»  drftWinjf-nioni  took   place  on  the  35th  ol  Oc(o- 

ier.  iTiH,  licing  (lie  HoiiiversHry  of  hin  Majesty's  ar- 
bxsint);  and  It  ua»  held  in  one  of  tlie  rooms  of  SF. 
iinips's  pnjHcc.     'ftic  Print-e  of  Wales,  on  this  ocr.n- 

lon,  traadfeHsfi«l  in  scarlet  and  gold,  wilh  thw  ensigns 
t"  the  order  of  the  (Inrlpr;  on  his  right  was  Princt- 

'rederick.  bisfiup  of  OKnaliiirg,  in  lilue  »wl  gold,  vtiA 
-  ilil'^ln  of  the  order  of  the  Bath;  next  to  hiui,  «n 

.''rirh   ftofa.   sat   the   Princcsis   lUvyal,  with   the  twit 

banker  priti(;«.  Willinm  and  Edward,  at  her  right 

tairtl,   rfi^nUy   dressed   in   togas,   according   to  ttn 

nimnn  ciiatame. 

'The  appeuntncc  of  so  many  tine  children  excittnl  lft«- 
lout  lively  Mfftsihitity  in  th«  company  who  were  «d^ 

fitted  to  behold  the  intereatiuii:  nceae  ■  hut  the  sigiit 
s  rendered  fttill  mi>re  delightful,  by  the  very  gnK-efitl 
himer  in  which  the  two  «Mer  princef*  nnd  tlieir  Invfrly 
Met  deported  themseltes  towurd  the  olcgiuit  circle  of 
»btonalil4>  persons  5y  whom  Ihcy  wctv  surrounded. 

"  Wlidp  cnr*  was  taken  to  bring  tlie  royal  ehildrpn 

trward  to  puldi*  vim*,  the  utmOist  regnnl  was  paid 
i>  the  moral  and  inteUcctniU  <:ultiire  ol*  tlieir  uilndit. 

Iieir  wUKtRlion  wM  tarriwi  on  regnlurly  upon  tfte 
1  which  the  King  had  well  digested,  Jind  which  he 
enntcniled  liha^olf  with  imrcmittliig  aitsidnity  and 
nttol  solictfnAe.   To  this  peraeTering  attention  may 

k  Ascribed  tlMToarly  proficiency  made  by  a!l  the  chil- 
Dpn  of  lh«  royal  family  in  the  varioos  brnnchos  of 
towledfW  which  th«y  were  required  to  study.  The 
Ing'it  affliction  for  bix  children  was  peculiarly  Ion- 
r,  and  strikingly  evinced  ir»  the  anxioly  which  he 
I  for  any  of  ihwn  when  inilisposed.  ft  is  well 
Ivwu  that  h<>  would  gn  to  thir  lower  Ladgf<  MmxeH', 
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where  tliey  lay,  us  early  a»  tive  iii  the  morning,  and 
gfiitly  tapping  Hi  the  doors  of  their  respective  apart- 
ments, inquire  how  they  bad  passed  the  night.  His  own 
course  of  life  was  rarried  on  with  the  utmost  reguiarity, 
his  time  of  rising  never  exceeding  six  or  seven,  when  he 
roustantjy  retired  to  the  private  devotions  of  his  closet, 
where  he  commonly  spent  an  hour  previous  to  break- 
fast. At  eight  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Prince  Frederick, 
the  Princess  Royal,  and  the  princes  \VilJiain  and 
Edward,  were  brought  from  their  sevetal  apartmenti 
on  the  grveo  at  Kew,  to  the  Queen's  bouse,  to  hi 
fast  with  tlieir  parents.  At  ninn  the  yuuuge.^t 
dron  attendctl,  to  lisp  or  smile  their  "good  luon 
and  whilst  the  eldest  were  closely  plying  their  tasbii 
the  little  ones,  with  their  nnrsev,  passed  the  morning  in 
Richmond  ^'irdeus.  The  IiLiiig  ttnd  Queen  frequeiiUy 
omusinl  (ll(^^l!4(■Jvcs  with  sitting  in  tJie  room  while 
the  chiKlroii  dined ;  and  once  a  week,  nccompanied 
by  the  whole  group,  in  pairs,  they  made  a  tour  round 
ihoHu  eit(.>)isivo  pliuilatious.  The  cliiUren  all  diaei] 
tuinctber  at  an  early  hour,  when  their  fare  was  always 
plain,  uud  entirely  free  from  luxury.  AiW  tbiit, 
Winif  comuionly  passed  the  time  in  hit<  study, 
not  on  homobiiek,  or  engaged  in  transacting  pi 
buHineMH  with  his  uiiuintera.  At  table  he  was  exi 
il^{ly  moderate,  gvncruUy  dining  binuielf  olT  one  dish, 
iiikI    lliikl   il)irfl>    of  mutton,  drrMvtd  in   tito 

■II ■  ■    :    nrnt    hr  never  went   Iteyond 

':l  '  ]ii>ikt. 

lile  life,  and  itueh  were  tbe 

htilMlHi  lo  wIiilIi  itw  tuvid  cUUdreu  were  accuati 
by  vxiMWpU',  »»  wrJl  MM  discipline;  fwd  it  fans 
jtmUy  h'Niiirkwl,  tbiit.  wbatevor  rhMnu  ambiiii 
Ml>  HiiKUi  ctmevivfi  (i»  Im)  iiocmwiiihly  Mtu-tuUnl 
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t  iHRfacat  of  all  dartUr  rmk.  it  was  neither  on  Ifce 

r.  nor  in  tbr  paecaBtiy  which  snrrosaded  it,  nor 

ptlM-  fMradp  or  the  Atmwine-nMXB.  that  the  nival  pair 

1  tfa^  hnpi^ncss:  bat,  nrxi  to  tbr  discfeanet 

■  dvtie*  nf  ihnr  statkm.  it  was   is  social  utd 

c  giaUfaalioiMt.  in  brea thine  the  air  or  fiw^Km, 

Z  the  Kroffcs  of  tuUnrr,  mcanragiiit;  beneScM 

I,  anrl  brinsiDs  op  ihtrir  uAiprin;  to  a  fiimdor  tave 

1  pnwrtice  of  rirttn*. 

1  the  evmins.  it  was  the  enstoai  for  aU  the  rhitdren 

to  pay  tfanr  rcs{iects  at    the  Qncra's   htiosr. 

I  they  retirrd  to  rest :  and  the  santr  nnirr  was 

■ved  tfaroaeh  each  snccertfine  day.  without  any 

triatioti,  while  ai  tint  place  of  ivsidciKe.    Un  Snaday 

'  mnnber  of  the  fimity.  of  a  proper  nee.  was 

iqtitral  to  attend  ptibbc  worship ;  and  in  the  crmitie 

I  Mnjeste  liimscU*  laade  K  a  rale  to  read  a  discoorw 

I  the  writioes  of  some  of  our  be^t  di^'ines.     His 

Wmirite  authors  were  Taylor,  Atterhnrr,  Sherlock, 

1  Bnrrow;  but  especially  the  latter,  wboise  st-nnom, 

r  aDvonnuinly  Ionic,  the  Kin^  judicioosly  divided 

1  into  two  or  thtve  portions.     And  faere.  wldle  on 

tubjtct.  an  nnecdole  occur*  to  the  memory  wirrthy 

fltVlRtMMI. 

ki'One  day.  the  Klne  meetine  a  yoonp-  dcr^yman,  of 
ible  btrth.  upon  the  terrace  at  Windsor,  entered  into 
avenuition  with  biro  ;  and,  lomtne  the  discourse  to 
nto^ral  snbjocts,  noticed  the  superiority  of  the 
1  dirincH  over  the  modems.  The  ecclesiastic,  who 
I  little  but  llie  title  to  distininiish  him,  pn^e^sod  bis 
torance  of  the  cariy  writers.  sajTng,  that  his  reading 
I  n<it  extended  beyond  the  ptodnctions  of  the  pre- 
Imv,  wliich  he  had  )>oen  tanebt  to  ir^rd  lui  more 
inl  than  those  «1"  the  precedinic  century.     *•  l'»r 
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ottmnhae,"  saM  the  kn^  "  dxnr  raa  txr  an  < 
•Ml  tetWraew  tboB ;  Otey  woe  naau  n  tiMMr 

Tbe  te««utile  rtadie*  of  bam  Majcstr  w«r  e^s- 
ia>fili7.  bislory,  and  siattaeaatics ;  with  aD  whkli  hs 
waul  extfCBMily  «d  lufBaiiitM) :  as  «ril  ma  with  the 
prinripal  random  lanrvuies  of  Earopp,  paninilafly 
French  uul  tiermao,  both  of  which  ho  nnderstood 
^onvofUy,  and  xpuke  them  flttratly.  AU  his  (mrsoits 
v>  trti:  (»r  a  iiradical  nnturr,  and  tetided  to  a  itaefit]  pvr- 
poiv.  NuthiiiK  trivial,  xpecaJatire.  m  abatnse,  ms 
miffienrd  (o  oGCOp*  hiii  allentioo.  Even  bis  rery  amuM- 
numn,  tmcept  bunting,  it'  indeed  that  sport  mirfat  be 
pxfflnpted  wliirJi  conduceil  totlie  prc-s^nationiif  bealtli, 
w<^ro  nil  directed  to  the  (jrcai  oltjcct  of  ^fcoeral  uttlitv- 

iiitirj^  the  Third  was  a  lover  of  penre,  imd  hr  fravc 
an  rarly  pnmf  bis  being  tto,  fay  hozardinjr  lh«  loss  <il 
popalarity  al  the  very  heginiitOK  of  his  m?i>.  in  endea- 
vunring  tu  put  on  i-nd  to  wlut  was  callMt  a  glarioRK, 
ihongh  In  rvalily  a  burdi-nsoine  and  anprolttable,  i 
TbiH  pacific  diApcMiilion,  huwcvor,  wax  nut  tbe  c 
tnaidity,  as  in  immen  Uie  Piryt,  or  of  the  Ivrvu  « 
■ar«,  an  in  Chnrlut  tlio  Scconit ;  neither  viw  th 
iniimsitile  of  the  bnportanco  of  a  inrat  uiilitary  t 
naval  t^Mtiibtiithnieiit  fur  ttio  security  of  a  nation,  * 
nilcmifM  und  connncrce  were  ajtnad  'ivrr  ihn-c  | 
u(  llie  ^\aht-.  The  Hddwcmeut  of  cuut|ui>»ts  Mai 
friHu  hia  drKitv.  hat  bo  knew  that  tbn  riglits  • 
crnwD  luid  the  iriU'reHIrt  of  the  (icoph;  wera  so  rkmefj* 
cDnnrctcd  tut  not  In  ha  scjtnraU^d  without  diitfn^icc  and 
ruin.  II«  itacrrforr,  iboc^fa  mvcrw  to  rvory  kind, 
puuip,  anil  utterly  di^oid  ot*  anbrtion.  apptiimi  to 
•I  d(-Hxht  in  the  review  of  liis  (roO|Mi;  gninjr  ibrt 
Ibe  tariaiHi  t-vnlatioua  with  a  piwcudtui  which  « 
(n   iHdioaiA  a  mind   atdvly   dcvolod   to   tbit»  ] 
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t  such  axcrcides  did  n»t  «Uord  plensurc,  it  would 

e  idk  to  »ay ;  liiil  tiiiit  Uiey  wert«  wade  subservieni  to 

by  iiKtlive  oi  personal  ^ntilicatiou  and  a[;^riutdi7:e- 

Dl,  it  nould  be   the  hei)^it   of  injastice  to  Hflirni. 

Ill:  wbole  of  tJus  application  to  the  tecbuical  know- 

(Ago  notxtaarj  tor  the  aianngetnent  of  an  anny  iu  tlie 

pj(]  vi  batlie,  was  the  pure  Tcsult  of  an  uupvrativc 

e  of  dnty  ;  and  under  (bo  same  force  of  obUgation, 

i  King  habituated  bintaell'  to  the  labour  of  becoming 

iquttiuted  with  the  liJatory   ni>d  condition  of  ovary 

|gia»otit  iu  IUm  it^vice,  not  evi^n  excepting  tbe  militia. 

e  inew  the  uamos,  aumbors.  uud  circiuostancus  of 

1  ib«  oiliccrs,  tbeit  past  deeds,  urencrul  cliarucU;r»  and 

tent  utuatioo.    Of  uU  these  particulars,  with  hucIi 

Mr  iiicideotai  iofonaatioii  as  mij^ht  occur,  Itekept  un 

ict  ngiaUit,  written  entirely,  and  indexed,  by  Itis 

1  itaud ;  uor  did  be  avsr  sufler  it  to  be  once  out  ut 

It  pocsessioo. 

i  H  pinuf  of  the  valu«  of  this  record,  and  of  tiw 

■traoidituiry  mcunory.   as   welJ   as  liberality,  of  the 

leniircb,  tluj  foUoning  anecdote  may  bt  relied  itpoi*. 

jFium  Lord  Aioherat  waa  at  t)ke  head  of  the  milttaxy 

^niuistratioB,    the   majority    in    a   certain  regiment 

cuun:  vacant,  and  a  new  appointment  tukin^  place, 

I  coniBiU'iion  nas   laid  before  Ititt  Maje^ity  Ibr  the- 

Hvssury  ai^H  taauual.     On  ciistiiif;  hi»  eye  ovt>r  Ib^ 

istruuu^l,  tlic  KioR  asked  wttat  was  become  of  i 

r  iKiluDgiuK  to  that  corps,  sad  nlietlKT  be  wan 

d1    Uoiu^  oMWeffcd  that  be  wan  Htill  alive  awl  in  the 

Ibrrifo,  tiie  biuf  iiH|uirod  why  he  was  not  pri^ferred  Y 

9  thiij  i|iicstioo bo tei:<'ivi>d  the  oAcisloxpiaiuilion,  thn( 

B  nuatliMDtik,  thnugh  very  loerilorioOM  in  every  rrapcct, 

1  it  luH  in  kia  power  to  make  up  Uie  difference  lor 

h  ilurclHMie,  accovdinir  to  the  c«tAbLi«h(Hl  re^ifaijun]!. 
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Upon  this,  the  King,  goin^  to  hts  scratoire,  took  out 
bis  private  book,  and,  tu^UI:^:  to  a  pit^e.  read  some 
details;  after  which  he  said,  "  Here  is  au  uccouut  of 
services  more  thuri  adequate  to  the  paltry  sum  re- 
quired by  the  rules  of  the  War  Office ;  and  therefore 
I  cannot  in  conscience  permit  such  a  man  to  be  passed 
over  on  this  occasion.  He  must  hare  the  nu^orily,  if 
^  pay  the  diflcrence  myself." 

Such  was  the  principle  of  equity  which  ^ovenivd  the 
aind  and  actions  oi'  this  excellent  sovcreipi ;  and  he 

Lwade  it  a  constant  practice  to  train  his  children  up  in 

ftke  ssome  regard  to  moml  justice. 

The  strict  domestic  attsntiou  paid  by  both  tba  King 
•nd  Queen  to  the  mental  improvement  of  thtir  oflkprin^, 
was  highly  deserving  of  imitation.  It  wax  customary 
to  allow  each  of  the  children  a  slated  sum  in  tta  iiataro 
of  a  privy  purse,  ^ven  without  any  expavSii  couUittuns 
as  to  the  appropriation,  but  subject  nevfctlielesa  to 
pateiitol  inquiry ;  whoA  a  due  censure  I'oUoiwed  tjie 
discovery  of  any  improper  expenditure,  and  pr^sc 
where  tlte  conduct  had  been  such  aato  merit  the  te~ 
ward.  The  effect  of  diis  judicious  regulaliun  wa»  such, 
that  while  it  induwd  econcHny,  it  served .  to  act  as  an 
iacitcment  to  Iienevoleac&  Uf  the  truth  of  Uiis,  the 
foUo\*iiif;  is  a  ciuus  to  point.  While  ihe  King  vtux 
reading  the  uawfipaper  at  breaklaat,  viutuf;  the  jutuur 
branch<r!t  of  the  family,  turuinjv  to.  lliv  iQuocn,;.  said, 
"  MadaiU4  i  duit  imagine  wbnt  sitrt  of  a>  place,  a 
prtHon  ifi."  'i'n  this  expression  of  suriiriKo  tui  aU'ectinfi 
oxplaiutiotk  wait  ipvet) ;  when  the  child,  undents 
ing  that  ibu  pcritont  who  were  in  t^jnfinenu-JU  fnqw 
auffcrcd  cold  and  hnn)^r  within,  ibo  dfoary  walla.f 
duHgcuu,  replied,  "Oh,  that  i»  very  oruel,  for  titu^lH 
luuiit  be  bad  inHjatHi' wUbaut  starving;  tluireiaro  | 
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Bve  all  my  packet'inaney  to  buy  bread  tor  poor  pri- 
tooera."  Becoiiiiug  pruise  wa»  bestowefl  upon  Uie 
no^  phUiuithrtipi:it,  whose  benevolent  intention  was 
|Dt  OBly  carried  into  cfToct,  bat  a  considerable  addition 
MS  made  thereto  by  the  royal  parents,  and  the  rest  ol' 
ho  I'atuily. 

The  tirst  governor  of  the  two  eider  princes  was  the 
larl  of  Iloiienivsae,  under  whom   were  Monsieur  de 
lelzcR,  a  French  protcstant.  ami   Mr.  Leonard  Smelt. 
h.  Markhax),  master  of  Weslnilnster  school,  at  the 
Express  desire  of  the  Kin^,  quitted  that  station,  to 
■dertokc  the  oQice  of  classical  instructor,  and  with 
Ifan  wufi  associated  Dr.  Cyril  Jackson,  of  Christchurch, 
!>xfard ;  whose  brother,  Mr.  William  Jackson,  became 
llie  malbcmalical  teacher.     With  these  able  men  the 
f  (lid  Dot  interfere,  any  otherwise  than  to  mark  the 
Tens  of  liie  youths ;    but    that   his   Majesty  was 
f  vigilant  to  keep  from  his  children  all  books 
!  persons  of  a  questionable  character,  will  appeal' 
t  two  facta.     When  the  two  elder  princes  were  just 
ikeo  from  the  nursery,  Mr.  Kidgell,  a  clergyman  who 
1  reiKlered  himself  conspicuous  in  the  prosecution 
of  Wilkes  for  an  infamous  publication,  Qattered  him- 
self with  the  idtnt  of  Iteing  appointed  preceptor  lo  one 
or  both  of  tlteni.     To  attain  his  object,  he  communi- 
cated to  Lady  Cbarlotle  Finch  some  fables  in  prose 
^^htdi   ho   had   composed,   hoping,    through    her    in- 
^■Breal,  to  procure  permission  to  dedicate  tlie  collection 
Hkb  the  princes.     On  her  ladyship's' recommendation, 
^■fbe  desired  favoar  was  readily  granted  ;  and  the  woiic 
was  most  elegantly  printed  in  two  small  volumes,  wtlii 
Tery  neat  vignettes  engraved  in  outline.     According  to 
tqoetlc,   the  porformance,   previous   to   publication, 
a  sabnhted  to  the  King,  who  no  itoouer  looked  over 
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it,  llKin  he  discovered  a  vein  of  levity  nUining  Utroiigli 
the  whole,  mixed  with  flattery  so  gross,  find  sAtire  so 
palpable,  that  he  was  quite  shocked  at  the  impropriety 
of  countenancing  such  a  hook,  especially  as  a  manoal 
of  instruction.  No  time  was  lost  in  signifying:  the 
royal  disapprohatioii  to  the  author;  hut,  to  make  Mm 
and  Robson  the  bookseller  amends,  the  whole  im- 
pression was  paid  for  and  destroyed.  Thus  poor 
Kidgcll  overshot  the  mark  at  which  he  aimed ;  and 
the  mortification  was  so  great,  that  he  soon  after  left 
the"  kingdom. 

The  other  instance  in  which  the  royal  prudence  nitA 
■■sagftcily  proved  too  mnrh  for  art  and  ambition,  was 
that  of  the  unforlunate  Dr.  William  Dodd.  ThisTuan. 
at  the  commencement  of  thu  new  reign,  had  attniniHl 
«n  extraordinary  degree  of  popularity  iu  Ijondnntisn 
preacher ;  and  also  by  his  zeuX  in  promoting  sovefal 
charitable  institutjons,  particularly  the  very  landable 
ono  for  the  reformation  of  penitent  prostitutes.  Ilifftf 
exertions  brought  him  very  much  info  the  notice  of  the 
great;  and  the  Countess  of 'NorthumbcrlHnd  interestnl 
herself  so  much  in  his  favour,  that  the  Queen  ?»e(nmc 
his  patroness,  and  by  her  iniluence  proenred  hini  ti>  be 
appoiitted  one  of  the  chaplains  in  ordinary.  Abmit  the 
same  time  the  celebrated  liarl  of  Chpstertield  entni^led 
to  his  care  the  pduciiHon  of  bl^  adopted  heir,  Philip 
Porraer  Stanhope;  and  so  well  pleased  wan  that 
noblmnn  with  the  manner  in  which  I>odd  discharewl 
the  offffc  ftf  tutor,  tiiat  ho  vfntnrwl  to  mention  him  n& 
W  person  admirably  qmtHfiMl  to  Iw  emph>Ted  i 
' '  Mucation  of  the  Prince  of  Wale.i  and  his  brMheri?.  ■ 
'"'^^p  Qneeij,  who  was  pleased  with  the.  fi»rTldH 
qilenc43'tff  Uodd.  and  had  nt  hiH  de<nre  tdtni'^ 
^hniOT  the'  palronase  of  the  Mafrdalen  Uoitplliilt'1 
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much  inclined  to  fiEtvour  the  application  in  his  behalf. 
The  King,  however,  whose  penetration  into  the  human 
character  waa  greater  than  most  people  gave  him  credit 
for,  put  a  decided  negative  upon  the  proposal;  nor 
cpuld  he  ever  be  brought  to  bestow  any  prefi^rment 
upon  this  ingenious,  but  time-serving  and  profligate 
ecolesiastic. 

A  very  few  years  clearly  shewed  what  a  just  esti- 
mate his  Majesty  had  formed  of  the  man ;  and  how 
truly  superior  his  discernment  was  to  that  of  the 
nobleman  by  whom  Dodd  had  been  so  psurticularly 
distinguished.  The  Earl  of  Holdernesse  did  not  long 
retain  the  situation  of  governor  to  the  princes,  and,  on 
his  resignaticm.  Lord  Bruce  was  appointed  to  that 
post ;  wbich^  however,  he  held  only  a  short  time,  uud 
on  bis  retirement  was  created  Earl  of  Aylesbury.  The 
Duke  of  Montague  now  succeeded  to  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  royal  education ;  with  whom  Dr.  Markham 
and  Dr.  Jackson  cordially  co-operated ;  and  under 
their  joint  labours,  with  the  assistance  of  the  ablest 
professors  in  difCerent  departments  that  could  be 
procured,  the  most  satisfactory  progress  was  made. 
The  King,  indeed,  was  so  perfectly  pleased  with  the 
conduct  of  Dr.  Markham^  that,  of  his  own  accord,  be 
promoted  him  in  February  1771  to  the  bishopric  of 
Chester;  but  he  still  continued  to  discharge  the  im- 
portant office  which  had  produced  his  advancement 
to  the  mitre,  and  that  at  the  special  desire  of  the  King 
himself.  Nor,  indeed,  could  the  royal  choice  have 
fallen  ypon  a  titter  person  than  Dr.  Markliam,  as  he 
was  remarkable  for  mildness  of  temper ;  and,  besides 
posBM9ing  an  uncommon  readiness  in  clearing  up  diffi- 
KifitieBf  he  excelled  in  the  mode  of  conveying  know- 
ledge^, and  of  exciting   youth   to  laudable  pursuits. 
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WhfUt  Htoring  the  juvonilo  mind  with  gtwd  principles, 
and  i^iBrdinR  them  carefully  from  receiving  bad  ones, 
IiIh  i^ystcm  was  to  point  out  tlie  happiness  of  virtue, 
and  to  expose  the  raiaery  of  vice,  by  appropriate 
cxainpltw  druwn  from  the  sources  of  genDine  history. 
Ifis  classical  learning  was  extensive,  his  judgment 
correct,  and  Mh  l»atc  elegant.  In  addition  to  his 
pre-ominoiit  qualificutjons  as  a  preceptor,  and  which 
rendered  him  so  deserving  of  the  high  trust  reposed  in 
him  l)y  the  sovereign,  it  was  a  most  important  feature 
in  hin  character,  that  be  never  permitted  grammatical 
Htiktius  to  take  an  undue  preponderanee  over  general 
infonuation.  \s  head  master  of  a  public  seminary, 
he  waa  bound  by  n  system  from  which  he  txiuld  in 
no  inatanco  deviate;  (>ul  in  the  station  whiuh  he  now 
ouciipied,  Or.  Markham  wan  aware  that  a  iltiferent 
rourae  must  be  pursued.  To  allow  time  for  each 
branch  of  knowledge  that  was  to  be  leami,  the  twenty- 
Tour  hours  were  regularly  divided  into  allotted  por- 
tions; besiden  which,  there  were  days  set  apart  for 
particular  objects.  The  morning  was  devoted  to 
Latin,  the  principiiJ  authors  read  Iieiog  Vir^,  Terence, 
and  Horace,  among  the  poets;  and  Caesar,  Sallust, 
and  Citoro,  ol"  tlie  prosu  writers.  The»«',  however, 
were,  adopted  in  succession,  according  to  the  progress 
made  liy  the  royal  pupils.  Tully*s  OfficetE  cunatituted 
a  kind  of  text-book,  as  well  for  the  inculcation  oi 
moral  principles,  us  to  impress  the  mind  with  a  proper 
relish  for  purity  of  composition.  The  Conunenlarios 
of  Cir^ar  weru  iilao  read  throughout,  and  ucc«mpuni(><1 
with  u  );i.f»!;ni|>hical  counte  of  explanation,  by  way  of 
lecture,  somcwliut  in  the  manner  o(  the  plai 
di»wn  by  the  Ktvat  Bnssuet,  in  bis  (Hluration  i 
dauphin  ui  France.     In  (ho  ascnant  which  thnt  i 
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ioa's'  >uui  wrot«  of  the  system  he  adopted  tor  the 
fraction  of  the  prince,  he  says,  "  Ceesar  he  admired 
ove  all,  as  an  excellent  model  of  writing  and 
;  besides  which,  be  was  desirous  to  learu  of  bim 
e  art  of  war.  We  did,  therefore,  as  it  were,  follow 
is  preat  commander  in  all  bis  marches ;  we  made 
tcampmeots,  fonned  and  executed  designs,  praised 
t  pnuished  the  soldiery,  employed  tliem  in  the  con- 
itction  of  fortifications,  raised  their  hopes,  held  them 
1'  a  state  of  preparation  tor  various  services ;  nud 
Wlut  wo  conducted  a  con(|uer!ng;  anny,  we  rcstraiacd 
Kir  passion  for  plunder,  kept  them  in  order  by  dis- 
tptine,  and  secured  our  allies  by  a  punctaul  obiter- 
iuic*  of  treaties.  We  accommodated  the  disposition 
'  onr  troops  to  the  circumstances  of  the  place  aitd 
t  character  of  th«  enemy :  sometimes  we  made  ad- 
nta^  by  delay,  but  commonly  pushed  on,  and  by 
6  celerity  of  oiir  marches  gave  the  foe  no  time  either 
r  council  or  flight ;  those  who  submitted  we  spared, 
dt  audi  as  resisted  we  treated  with  severity :  the  con- 
bored  cotmtries  we  reconciled  to  our  goveromcnt  by 
lence  and  equity ;  thus  at  once  got^tening  their 
bbjwtion,  and  securing  our  victories." 
It  ta  not  meant  that  the  course  of  explaining  classic 
Intliofs,  so  eloquently  depicted  by  the  Bishop  of 
Itaax  in  this  statement  of  his  practice,  was  literally 
illowcd  in  the  education  of  the  Kng^isli  princes ;  but 
ft  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  order  of  gram- 
■alica)  tuition  pursued  by  Dr.  Markhani  and  his  very 
Uc  cuadjufor,  wa^  not  less  judicious  and  efficacious. 
fter  a  solid  foundation  had  been  laid  by  these  expe- 
nnnl  iostmctors,  the  task  of  completing  the  important 
krfc  in  the  mure  Hnixhed  and  ornamental  part.t,  was 
t  hy  titem  to  Dr.  Hard,  Bishop  ol*  Lichfic-M.    Thr 
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1787: 

s  fife        I 

upon         I 


preferred  their  common  friend  Arnald  to  the  subprecep- 
tursblp.  The  enraged.  Doctor,  however,  did  not  give 
vent  to  his  spleen  in  public,  till  the  appearance  of 
the  splendid  edition  of  Warburton's  Works,  in  1787 : 
then  the  virulent  polemic  opened  hU  tremendous 
agaiasl  both  the  dead  and  the  living  prelate,  in 
pablication  of  the  extraordinary  volume,  ontiti 
"  Tracts  by  Warburtou  and  a  Warburtonian. 

The  tiirrcnt  of  virulent  abuse  poured 
Bishop  Hurd  in  the  preface  to  that  work,  gave  such 
offence  to  the  King,  that  he  could  never  afterwards 
endure  the  name  uf  Parr;  and  this  aversion  was  in- 
creased by  the  busy  politics  of  the  Doctor,  and  liis 
becoming  a  sort  of  chaplain  and  pensioner  of  the  Whig 
CItib.  When  that  junto,  tberelore,  came  into  power. 
Parr  was  passed  over  in  the  distribution  of  ecclesiasti- 
cal preferment,  nor  would  bis  Majesty  on  any  account 
have  given  his  consent  to  the  elevation  of  a  diviuo 
who  had  so  grossly  deviated  from  the  spirit  and  duties 
of  his  profession.  The  Doctor,  however,  in  one  of  his 
flights  of  vanity,  said  to  the  late  worthy  John  NichoU, 
that,  during  the  short  administration  of  Fox,  he  was 
actually  set  dawn  for  the  bishopric  of  Gloucester : 
but,  whatever  might  have  been  the  inclinations  of  the 
parly,  it  is  certain  that  the  King  would  have  (tut  a 
decided  negative  upon  the  recommendation;  nur  is 
there  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  uf  the  staiejiinei) . 
by  whom  Parr  was  esteemed,  would  have  ventured  to 
propose  him  for  a  mitre,  or  even  a  deanery,  knowing, 
[they  ail  did,  huw  much  the  mouarch  (Ualiketl  the 

It  to  return  froni  thin  digression,  to  the  ediicKtian 
IV  princes.    The  King  bad  no  pretcauons  I 
rrpaiatiuii  uf  a  scliular.  and  in  classical  I 


cauons  Ui  I^B^H 
il  iearainf  i^^^H 
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was  generally  sopposed  to  lje  deficifot.  Bat  bis 
I  acqnaintance  with  g:eireral  knowledge  was  considerable ; 

and  Tio  mnde  it  sn  ohjwt  to  have  his  children  tho- 
[  roiiirHj"  instractetl  in  every  branch  of  useftti  science. 
I  Like  their  father,  they  read  admirably,  and  wrote  an 
I  exrclleul  hanS  eveo  nt  an  early  age. 

Eight  hours  every  day  were  devoted  to  their  several 
L  tasks;  but  sUffifieirit  time  was  always  allowed  for  those 
kexercises  whleb  conduced  to  invigorate  the  constitntion, 
Kand  Tda<  the  mind  from  the  se^-wify  of  study.  During 
|lbeirrp9tde!ice  onKcwGr^en.Ihe  princes  amused  them- 
Kselvfn  commonly  with  playing  at  single-wicket  cricket, 
fin  wUt4i  fikiUul  and  active  sport  they  became  sueh^ 
I  pnifirienis,  titat  it  was  said  they  could  hardly  be  mt" 
I  pas^ierf  by  any  of  the  b*flt  players  in  the  kingdom. 

Pri^c(^  Pred*riclf  way  particularly  distinguished  by 
I  the  robii.'itness   of  hi^    frame   and   the   agility  of  his 

■  nOtiftiis.     Among  other  thing.s  related  of  his  youthful 

■  TigMiT.ft  i«  confidently  affirmed,  that  he  often  made  two 
iscrvitlits  hold  a  garter  as  high  as  his  month,  and  (hen, 
IretiTinx'some  (1i«tan<r4^,hewould  take  a  nm,and  clear tb« 
I'same  at  h  single  bettnd.     In  horsemanship  he  excelled; 

a  iui  niftty  did  in  tho  manual  ex.ercise,  and  all  the  arts 

»njiectei1  with  tile  miHtary  profession,  to  which  from 

B  irtfancy  he  >»ns  dMtfnod. 

Thfoughoat  tite  whole  system  observed  in  rearing 

"  these  hopes  of  the  nation,  utility  was   primarily  re- 

ganV<i,  of  which  iha  following  instance,  related  on  hi* 

own  penmaal  knowledge  by  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Yoang, 

my  hP  addnccd  »«  a  proof.    At  thcdesiroof  the  Prince 

'  Wales  and  hiti  br*ithcr,  when   the   former  was  Ao 

lore  than  twelve  years  of  age,  a  spot  of  groand  was 

lllottml  to  tlicm  at  Kew,  in  the  nature  of  a  small  faftrt:' 

s  AeM  tliev  duR  tliemselves,  wttliout  anyaanistMice: 
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after  which  tliey  sowed  it  witii  wheat,  attended  the 
growth  of  their  little  crop,  weeded  it,  reaped  and 
harvested  it,  solely  by  themselves.  They 
thrashed  out  the  com,  then  separated  it  from 
chaff;  and  at  this  period  of  their  labour  they 
brought  to  reflect,  from  their  own  experience,  on  t 
various  occupations  and  cares  which  mark  the  life  i 
a  farmer  and  husbandman.  The  two  young  agricul-' 
torists  not  only  raised  their  own  crop,  but  they  also 
carried  it  to  the  mill,  and  having  parted  the  bran  from 
the  meal,  they  superintended  the  whole  process  of 
converting  it  into  bread,  which,  it  may  well  be  ima- 
gined, was  eaten  with  no  slight  relish.  The  King  and 
Queen  partook  of  the  philosophical  repast,  and  beheld 
with  pleasure  (he  very  amusements  of  their  cbildrea 
rendered  instrumental  to  the  improvement  of  their 
minds  in  practicnl  knowledge. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1772,  a  grand  installation  of 
the  knights  companions  of  the  Bath  took  place  in 
Henry  the  Seventh's  Chapel  at  Westminster,  on  which 
occasion.  Prince  Frederick  was  knighted,  though  he 
had  not  as  yet  completed  bis  ninth  year;  and  on 
the  25th  of  the  same  month  he  was  invested  with  the 
insignia  of  the  most  noble  order  of  the  Garter,  at  a 
grand  inslallalion  held  for  the  purpose  at  Windsor. 

When  the  heir  apparent  had  attained  his  fourteenth 
year,  liia  birthday  was  celebrated  iu  a  very  remark- 
able manner.  Their  Majesties,  and  all 'the  family, 
with  several  of  the  nc^Llity,  went  in  processiou  to  St. 
George's  chapel,  where,  previous  to  tb«  relif^ons  ser- 
vice, the  King,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Bishop  of 
Osnaburg,  and  the  Duke  of  MoDUpM,  went  Dp  to  the 
altar,  and  mado  their  offerings  of  ffold  and  silver,  wbicb 
the  caooos  residentiary  rocelved  in  a  gold  dish. 
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Ten  days  after  tbia  ceremony,  there  was  a  regatta 
on  the  Tbames,  in  honour  of  the  Prince,  who  gttve 
tbree  wherries  as  prizes,  to  be  rowed  for  by  as  many 
yonng  watermen  who  were  just  out  of  their  time. 
ITie  day  happened  to  be  very  fine,  and  the  royal  party 
walked  among  tlic  company  along  the  side  of  the  river, 
enjoying  the  liveliness  of  the  scene,  and  the  pleasure 
which  it  afforded  to  the  numcroas  spectators. 

In  the  following  month,  the  King  and  Queen,  with 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Bishop  of  Osnaburg,  the 
Princess  Royal,  and  the  Princess  Augusta,  attended 
by  Lady  Charlotte  Finch,  General  Desaguliers,  the 
military  tutor  of  the  princes,  and  Colonel  Uotbam, 
went  to  Mr.  Hartley's  house  on  Wimbledon  common, 
to  see  some  very  remarkable  experiments,  illustrative 
«f  that  gentleman's  invention  for  the  security  of  build- 
ings ag^aiost  fire.  Their  Majesties,  with  the  princes 
and  princesses,  first  breakfasted  in  one  of  the  rooms, 
the  tca-kottle  lieiog  boiled  over  a  fire  made  upon  the 
floor  of  the  opposite  apartment,  which  they  after- 
wards went  into,  and  saw  the  bed  set  on  fire;  but 
though  the  curtains  were  soon  consumed,  wftb  part 
Mf  the  wood  work,  the  entire  frame  was  not  destroyed, 
tile  flames,  from  the  resistance  of  the  fioor,  going  out 
of  themselves.  The  royal  party  then  went  down 
Btaire,  and  saw  a  horse-shoe  forged  in  a  fire  made 
apon  the  floor;  as  also  a  large  fagot  lighted,  that  v 
hung  «p  to  the  ceiling  instead  of  a  curtain ;  after 
which,  two  fires  were  made  upon  Hie  staircase,  and 
tme  under  the  stairs,  all  of  which  burnt  out  innoxi- 
'oasly,  without  spreading  beyond  (he  place  where  the 
ifbel  wax  first  laid.  Their  Majesties  and  two  princes 
"pafd  the  greatest  attention  to  every  experiment  that 
niade,  and  expressed  their  utmost  pleasor*  at 
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the  important  discovery.     The  whole  of  this  catitnis 
exhibition  was    concladed  by   lighting  a  large  heap 
of  fagotB,     intennixed    wilh    pilch  and    tar,    in  tbe 
room   that  had  nndergone   the  same   trial   twice  be- 
fore; once  wbeD  these  esperimenU  were  first  shewn 
to  the  KJag  alone,  and  afterwards   to  the  conunittee 
appoiuted  by  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  London  ; 
^ud  the  whole  combustible  magitziQe  buiut  out  now, 
^■kU  did  then,  with  amazing  fury,  bat  no  damage  to 
^Bp  floor  or  ceiling.    What  deserved  observation,  per- 
aitps,  aa  much  uh  any  thing,  was  the  courage  of  t 
Queen  and  children,  in  going  up  stairs,  and  abtdi 
in  the  room  directly  over  that  which  was  raging  t 
ncath  like  a  fomace. 

Tlie  nation  was  now  invohed  in  a  contest  With  the  re- 
volted colonies  of  \orth  America;  IbcconnTeits  of  v 
states  published  this  year  a  dechiration  of  their  inde- 
pendence.  Thai  itie  King  was  tenacious  of  the  tights  o 
bis  crown  from  the  bcginniog  of  this  great  revolution, 
cannot  be  colled   in  question ;  but  nothing  could  I 
mure  unjtut  than  to  charge  him  with  being  the  autt 
of  the  war,  or  the  cau;te  of  its  coutintiancc.     In  truth, 
the   Americans  had  tor  many   years   been   making  a 
progress  which  tended,  in  the  natural  course  of  things, 
to  a  fteparatiun  of  the  two  countries.     With  such  a 
preparation,  a  spark   only  was   wanted  to   effect   an 
«\plosiun,  and  this  was  elicited,  first  by  the  impru- 
dent Ntanip-ai't   of  the  Greuvillc  administration,   nim 
next  by  the  tax  upon  vticles  imported  into  the  cdifl 
nies,  which  blew  the  whole  into  a  flame, that  completeil'' 
tlu^    rupture.       This,    however,  in    neither   the    tiiuc 
uur  place  to  enter  npou  the  tKscusion  of  a  «ub>ioct 
which  belongs  to  geaeral  and  political  lU^ilory.    H^^H 
ficv  tt  to  My,  thai  the  peopto  went  hand  in  hnad  i^H 
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I  their  monarch  in  ttie  conflict ;  mid  tliougli  a  vigorous 

I  eppositiou  was  made  both  in  and  out  of  parliament  to 

I  the  measures  of  government,  no  one  ventured  to  call  ui 

r  question  tlie  sovereignty  of  Britain  over  tlie  colonies. 

I  In   tJiis    supsemacy   all    parties   concurred,   ajid    the 

only  matter  at  issue  was,  the  right  of  the  legislature  to 

\  tax   those  nho  were   not   represented  in   the  British 

I  senate.     One  man  only  at  this  crisis  had  the  boldness 

umcnd  an  immediate  separation,  and  a  fonnai 

}  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 

'  This  was     Dr.  Josiah   Tucker,  dean   of   Gloucester, 

I  one  of  the  ablest  writers  on  commerce  and  political 

economy  England  has  produced.     His  principle  was, 

that  when  colonies  have   attained  such  a  dcjejee  of 

wealth  and  population  as  to  be  able  to  support  them- 

;  the  authority  of  the  state  from  whence  they 

t  must  be  trivial  and  precarious.      He  there* 

Efcrrod,  that,  in  all  cases  of  this  kind,  it  is  the 

B^Mctate  of  prndence  and  sound  policy  for  the  parties 

to  disEiolvo  Uicir  connexion  by  mutual  consent.     For 

this  opinion  and  advice  the  Doctor  was  treated  as  a 

Tisiooary  and  madman  by  those  who  supported,    as 

i  .well  as  those  who  opposed,  the  government.     Time, 

however,  and  experience  gave  another  feature  to  the 

position ;  and  when  the  independence  of  America  was 

irrevocably  settled  I)y  the  peace  of  Paris,  the  King,  on 

Meeting  Dr.  Tucker  at  Gloucester,  said,  "Mr.  Dean, 

you  were  in  the  right,  and  wc  were  all  in  the  wrong." 

.    Daring   tbo   height  of  this   unfortunate  conteat,  a 

[  party    of  English  noblomen   and    gentlemen    being   at 

I  J'oisdain,   were    entertained    by    Frederick    King    of 

t'Pninsia,  who  look  occasion  to  turn  the  discourse  upon 

k  the  subject  of  the  Ameiiean  war.     He  said  that  it  was 

l-u  dificiUt  thing  to  govern  men  by  force  at  such  a  dis- 
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tance ;  that  if  the  Americans  shoald  I)c  bcatCTi,  v 
appeared  a  little  problematical,  still  it  would  be  i 
to  impossible  to  draw  a  revenue  from  them  by  taxa- 
tion ;  that  if  the  English  inteuded  conciliation,  some 
of  their  measures  were  too  rough;  and  if  subjugadon, 
they  were  too  gentle.  The  sagacious  old  monarch 
concluded  in  these  words,  "  However,  gentlemen,  I  do 
not  profess  to  be  skilled  in  these  matters ;  for  I  have 
no  colonies ;  and  I  hope  you  will  bring  your  dispute 
to  a  favourable  termination,  though  to  my  judgment 
it  has  a  very  doubtful  aspect." 

It  redounds  to  the  honour  of  George  the  Third,  that, 
amidst  the  cares  and  distractions  produced  by  foreign 
war  and  intestine  feuds,  he  did  not  lose  sight  of  the 
interests  of  science.  At  the  very  time  when  the  empire 
was  dismembered,  he  encouraged  voyages  of  discovery, 
and  laid  down  the  plan  of  a  royal  society  of  literature, 
on  a  much  more  extensive,  scale  than  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  Paris.  The  former  scheme  was  carried 
into  effect  by  the  illustrious  Captain  Cook;  bat  the 
latter,  owing  to  the  heavy  pressure  of  tho  public 
burdens,  was  laid  aside  till  a  more  convenient  oppor- 
tunity, which  never  occurred  during  that  long  and 
eventful  reign.  It  has,  however,  been  taken  ap  in  the 
present,  and  that  upon  a  scale  of  the  greatest  liberality 
ou  the  part  of  his  Majesty. 

At  the  beginning  of  tbe  year  1778  the  King  applied 
to  parliament  by  a  mes.'«age,  the  purport  of  which  was, 
that  he  mi^it  be  enabled  to  wake  suitable  proviaioiia 
for  his  younger  children  ont  of  tho  hereditary  reveooes 
of  tbe  crown.  This  proposal  went  to  the  setUing  au 
annuity  of  sixty  tliousand  ponnds  on  the  six  junior 
princes ;  another  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  on  the  Atb 
priocesaes ;  and  cine  of  ivrelve  thousand  pouttdf  on 
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e  William  and  tbc  Princess  Sophia  of  Gloucester : 

at  these  annuities  were  only  to  take  effect,  in  the 

r  instance,  on  tlie  demiKe  of  his  Majesty,  and  in 

e  latter,  ou  that  of  his  bioUier,  the  Duke  of  Gloa- 

iBter.     The  royal  message  was  cordially  received  by 

1  branches  of  the  legislature,  and  tlie  required  bill 

a  soon  passed  without  any  opposition. 

la  the  summer  of  the  same  year,  the  King,  Queen, 

and  the   two  elder   princes,   visited   Eton  school,   to 

hear  the   speeches  of  tlie  young  gentlemen  previous 

the   lioUdays-      On   this   interesting  occasion   the 

esent  idarquiii  Wellesley  particularly  distinguished 

isetf  by  the  delivery  of  the  great  Earl  of  Straflbrd's 

iffecting  speech  at  his  trial  bei'ore  the  House  of  Lords. 

!he  manner  in  which  Uiis  pathetic  address  was  spoken 

'  the  young  nobleman  gave  great  satisfaction,  and 

terolly  drew  forth  tears  from  the  whole  audience. 

As  at  this  period  the  style  of  royal  living  was  of  the 

lost  domesticated  kiitd,  so  the  manners  and  appear- 

iDce  of  the  King  were  equally  unostentatious.     It  was 

ow  his  frequent  practice  to  walk  about  the  environs 

of  U'iadsor,  sometimes  totally  unattended,  and  at  others 

accompanied  by  one  or  both  of  his  eldest  sons.    In  one 

of  tiiesc  rambles  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  King 

happened  to  meet  a  carter  passing  along  the  road 

towards  Windsor  with  a  load  of  hay,  when  by  some 

accideot  the  vehicle  was  caught  in  a  deep  rut,  from 

whfDca  the  driver  was  unable  to  extricate  it.     The 

royal  vaodeicxs  came  up  at  the   time,  and  instantly 

follovred  the  impnlso  of  humanity  by  hastening  to  the 

relief  of  the  distressed  rustic.     By  their  nnited  exer- 

tiona,  though  with  considerable  difficulty,  the  cart  was 

URed  ont  of  the  hole ;  when  the  honest  labourer,  with 

an  orarHnwine  heart,  expressed  his  thanks,  and  bon*'^ 
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the  kind  geutlemen  would  take  a  draught  of  ate  with 
him  at  the  next  house.  This  fateful  proposal 
civilly  declined,  and  at  the  same  time  The  Kiu^  slip] 
a  guinea  into  the  honest  fellow's  hand;  to  which 
the  Prince  added  two  move,  leaving  the  yeoman 
wonder  who  his  benefactors  were;  but  on  his  ^arriral 
at  the  public  hou«e,  and  mentioning  the  circumstance, 
he  discovered  that  they  were  the  two  first  persons  in 
the  nation. 

To  convince  him  of  this,  however,  was  not  very  easy ; 
especially  as  he  could  not  understand  how  the  young:est 
personage  of  the  two  should  have  given  him  a  eoupic 
of  g^uineas,  whilst  the  bounty  of  the  elder  was  limited 
to  one.  Some  of  the  royal  domestics  overhearing  tliis 
curious  comment,  gave  it  circulation,  and  it  was  not 
long  in  leaching  the  cars  of  his  Majesty,  who  was 
highly  amused  by  the  circumstance.  A  short  time 
afterwards,  the  King,  when  walking  by  himself,  met  the 
same  man  again  upon  the  road,  and,  stopping  him, 
said,"  Well.my  friend,  I  find  you  were  dissatisfied  with 
the  smallness  of  my  present,  iiud  tliought  the  son  more 
liberal  than  the  father;  but  remember,  that  1  must  be 
just  as  well  as  generous.  My  son  haH  only  himself  to 
take  care  of,  and  think  about;  whilst  I  have  not  only 
to  provide  for  a  large  family,  hut  to  have  a  regard  to 
(be  welfare  of  milliuus,  who  took  up  to  me  tor  that  pro- 
tection which  your  own  children  at  home  expect  and 
deoiand  from  you.  Go  home,  therefore,  and  lie  coo- 
tent."  Another  anecdote,  of  rather  a  whimsical  nature, 
bap))ened  about  (he  same  time;  but  thongh  the  s 
hu  been  related  by  itome  of  the  luographers  of  the 
King,  it  has  not  iKen  correctly  given.  Otie 
morning  in  antumn. the  Prince  ofWaks  and  bis  brother, 
untfa  iwe  or  two  attendants,  touk  a  walk  aflcr  ilivino 


with         J 


mif QiS:  ocr  TBS  ra V  si  <om  vjqmu  4l^ 

service  towaidtf : &toke,v tmir .IfflnAsoK  Wliikr oaibte 
oxcnnioiiy.tliey.ware  fljarpriaedby  •  tioleiit  stoni  of 
nan,  ov.whidi  Ihey  hastened )  for: /shdter.  to^the  hooie 
of.  a  small  fiamer  named  StUee/wIieietlieyfimnd  t#6 
yomg  girLi  (the  feet  of  the  fiuwly- beiiig  aft  chnich) 
employed  in  roasting' a- goose,  wldcli  was  swinglpg 
by  a  string.^  Hie  pwices  wero  ibigfaly:  amused  by  this 
norel  n|odie.of,oopkery»and  opqavad  i.tho;  reason  of  it^ 
when  they  weie.tidd^itliati  thoimh  %.>eommon  practioe^ 
it  was  occasioned  in.  the  present  instance  by  a  deftat 
in  the  jade.  The  females  were  much  pleased  with  the 
freedom  and  ciyility  of  their  unknown  yisitors,  and 
UAA  them,  that  if  they  would  be  pleased  to  stay  till 
the  goose  was  dressed,  it  slionld  be  at  their  service. 
The  princes  politely  declined  the  invitation,  and  whoa 
the  day  cleared  up,  departed,  each  leaving  a  guinea,  to 
be  laid  out  either  for  the  repair  of  the  jack,  or  to  be 
spent  according  as  fancy  might  dictate. 

These  are  light  circumstances,  but  such  incidents 
often  contribute  to  illustrate  the  human  character  more 
accurately  than  those  of  a  graver  cast.  At  tliis  period 
the  Prince  of  Wales  had  a  separate  establishment  of 
his  own ;  a  measure  which  many  intelligent  observers 
reprehended,  as,  by  placing  him  in  a  state  of  indepen- 
dence while  under  age,  it  exposed  him  to  numerous 
temptations,  from  which,  under  the  parental  roof,  he 
would  have  been  in  a  great  measure  free.  Another 
arrangement,  which  now  took  place,  met  also  with  a 
similar  treatment,  though  not  with  an  equal  appear- 
ance of  justice.  This  was,  the  royal  determination  to 
send  the  Bishop  of  Osnaburg  to  Grermany,  that  he 
might  there  perfect  himself  in  military  knowledge, 
become  {personally  acquainted  with  foreign  courts,  and 
acquire  smae  experience  in  the  art  of  government,  by 
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taking  poMcesion  of  tils  Utfle  principality.  At  the 
iaoM  tuBfr  anotker  ieparatbm  hi  the  royal- family  was 
aboat  to  occur,  in  the  departure  of  Pii]ic&  William 
Henryi  now  Dake  of  Qaienca,  for  the  naval  aervicc, 
(samidsbipmanonboard'lbe  Prince 6«orge,  tti«flag- 
Bbip  of  Admiral  Iligby.  These  were  painfhl  sacrifices 
en  th*  part  of  the  Kin^,  but  the  sense  of  pabtic  doty 
was  in  him  a  paiauHrant  principle,  to  which  paternal 
affsetirak  and  private  conaiderationB  were  always  made 
~  rabaerrient'    ■■'''•■■' 
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•  1788. 


I  the  fint  of  November,  1780,  Prince  Frederick  waa 
appointed  a  colonel  by  brevet  in  the  British  service ; 
on  the  OOtli  of  the  following  month,  he  lelt 
tucking-ham- House  for  the  continent,  accompanied  by 
ioloDel  Richard  Grenville.  Nothing  could  lie  more 
iScctin^  than  the  parting  between  the  prince  and  bis 
lyal  relatives.  Their  Majesties  wept,  and  the  Prince 
[  Wales  was  so  overpowernl  at  the  idea  of  being 
ived  for  a  long  period  of  the  sole  companion  of 
I  early  years,  Uiat  be  was  unable  to  speak,  ur  to 
atpress  bin  feeJiags.  Having  embarked  at  Harwich, 
I  royal  hi^iness,  on  the  second  of  January  17J^, 
Kcd  off  the  p(»rf  of  Ostein),  where  he  landed  the 
me  evening,  and  was  received  with  nil  the  honours 
e  to  (lis  rank,  by  the  commandant  and  magistrates. 
■The  n«:«t  muruing  he  expressed  na  inclination  to 
f  a  visit  to  the  Capurhin  monastery,  Uie  turrets  of 
liich  he  had  seen  from  hix  window;  and  on  being 
bmied  of  ihe  uustero  mode  of  living  professed  by 
I  fratrrnity.  bis  curio.^ity  was  excited  to  witness 
r  economy.  Hi«  desire  was  readily  complied  with, 
And  the  prince  entered  Ihe  refectory  at  the  time  wheo 
tlie  ft-iara  were  at  dinner.    Ilia  royal  highness,  after 
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complimenting  them  on  tbe  sacrifice  whicli  ljy  ' 
simple  repast  they  made  to  religious  principle,  oon^ 
descended  to  sit  down  and  partake  of  their  frugal 
fare.  In  the  afternoon  he  visited  the  two  convents  of 
the  Black  and  White-veiled  Ntins,  where  his  iDanoers 
were  equally  courteous. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  following  day,  the  prince 
left  Ostend  for  Hanover,  where  he  arrived  in  safety, 
though  the  weather  was  very  severe,  and  the  roads  in 
many  places  were  almost  impassable.  After  staying 
some  weeks  in  the  palace  of  Herenhaiisen,  his  royal 
highness  went  to  Lunenburg,  and  ne^st  to  Brunawiok, 
then  considered  the  first  military  school  in  l^urope'. 
Here  he  profited  hy  the  particalnr  instruftJon  of  IiIh 
uncle  the  0ukc,  who  was  highly  pleased  with  llie  pro- 
floienry  lie  made  in  the  Prussian  rxercis^,  «inil  all  ihe 
«e<-omplishment.s  necessary  to  fiitalify  htraft.)r  the' com- 
mand of  an  unny.  '' 

While  the  prince  wns  thus  employed  ahroitrt.  lie  was 
not  neglected  at  home;  for,  on  the  "SSA  of  March,  I7>ts, 
he  was  made  colonel  of  tlie  second  regimcntof  horse  (^re- 
nadiern;  and  on  the  Hid  of  Novemlier,  in  the  aameyenr, 
be  received  the  appointment  Af  major-general.  In  the 
enduing  year  he  entered  into  posNesston  of  hta  hibhop. 
ric,  on  which  occasion  there  were  great  ffjoleinsrs 
among  the  Lutheran  inhahltants  of  ihni  principality. 
Ttie  former  Bi.tbop  of  Osnaburg  was  Clement  Augus- 
tus, elector  and  archbishop  of  Cologne,  who  died  in 
X70I,  after  holding  this  preferment  thirty-eight  yeant. 
His  pn>deressor  was  Prince  Ernest,  younger  brother 
of  George  the  First,  King  of  Great  Britain,  liy  whom 
be  was  created  Ditke  of  York  and  AJItany.  Th«  dig- 
nity WM  prrvinaslf  held  by  a  Dtdie  of  Lonain,  who 
Kurereded  aimlhor  Prince   EnieJtl,  of  the    Bruaiwick. 
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I'iunily,  and  the  fattier  of  George  the  First.  By  the 
■maty  of  Wcstpliulia,  iu  164t^,  Usuahur);  was  made 
alternative  between  tlie  Uoinan  Catholics  and 
l-lutherans ;  and  in  consideration  of  ttic  services  ten- 
Idered  to  the  Uemiauic  empire  by  the  house  of  Brims- 

■  wick,  it  was  settled  that  the  Protestant  turn  should 
lifer  supplied  by  a  yountrer  branch  of  that  family. 

Had  a  i-acancy  occurred  in  the  reign  of  George  the 

icund,  his  son,  the  celebrated  Duke  of  Cumberland, 

rould  have  been  iiominated  to  the  dignity.  But  though 

•  buihupric  tvas  made  hereditary  in  tlie  Protestant 

',  it  was  not  so  with  regard  to  the  Roman  Catholic 

Ipossessots,  tbey  being  choaen  out  of  different  families 

I  by  a  cbaptet  of  twenty-five  canons.     When  they  bad 

^a  bisliop  of  Ihut  persuaiiioii,  be  was  considered  as  the 

KHe9ia;4ticaI  sufTragau  to  the  archbishop  of  Colore ; 

lilt  till'  Protestant   bi.^hop,  beini;  merely  a  temporal 

|lTinu;,  had  notliing  of  the  spiritual  character  about 

Um  except  the  title.     It  was  further  stipulated  by  the 

ti))OVc>imine(l  treaty,  that  when  a  Protestant  held  the 

llituatiun,  tiie  archbishop  of  Cologne  should  suspend 

e  vxrrcim  nf  hitt  metropolitan  jurisdiction,  as  far  as 

ifrarded  the  mejnber.s  of  tlie  Lutheran  church. 

At  tlie  time  when  Prince  Frederick  was  nominated 

Dthis  singular  ptelermeDt,lhe  revenue  of  the  bishopric 

|ras  estimated  at  about  twenty  thousand  a  year ;  and 

military   establishment    regularly   kept    up   co»- 

Ltisted  of  twenty-five  hundred  men.     There  was,  bow- 

■  BveT,  only  one  hereditary  oflieer  un  the  civil  establisli- 
taciit,  who  was  denominated  the  grand  steward  of  the 
louseliold.    Under  a  Protestant  government,  tliero  was 

inemlly  n  neat  little  court  ut  0.snabur)f ;  but  when  a 
I  Catholic  held  the  principality,  the  case  was 
Ibc  reverse,  for  the  bishop  being  commonly  cither  an 
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elector,  <>t  niio  wlio  vnjoyed  Rcvernl  otlier  great  pra- 
CDnnontH  with  Ihia,  the  consetjaeace  was,  tlmt  tlie.q 
Kopul  raTenUcx  were  carried  oat  of  the  cottntiydl 
npent  Abrnad ;  hh  hitppcncd  when  the  clectatic 
logae  WHB  the  bishop,  who  enjoyed  six  or  seven  I 
ReVH,  occlmiaKtidoI   and   secular,  of  which  Osiiatiurg 
wii.s  the  lenst,  thoui,'h  furty-livi^  miles  in  len^,  i 
twfnty-flTe  In  breadth,  in  one  of  ttiti  must  fnritl'ul  p 
of  Wcdtplialia. 

On  the  ttotUini;  of  the  induraniiiea  at  Ratisboi 
lHf)y,  it  wan  ap-Bt'd  Ihut  the  bishopric  should  derotve 
to  th»  hotiHti  orBriiiiMwick  in  perpctnity,  ooitilitioaally 
tlmt  the  KinK  of  Grcnt  Uritain,  m  Blector  of  lianvyei 
nlimiM  ri'itiKn)  all  preteiisionN  to  Hildetibeinit  ' 
ami '  H»xter,  and  Ahnndon  his  rights  in  the  citi 
HntDhOTKh  and   Bremen.      Afteru'^rds   this  liishofn 
im'ntt^d  hi  tlio  new  kingdom  of  Westphalia. 

It  TOCTitM  ohaerration,  that  Osnabnr^,  tlie  capi 
wnt*  the  first  town  in  Wrstpbulia' which  received  111 
fAtheran   doetrine.     Here  alrto  Goorgv!  the  First  didii 
i^lhcr  Hnddenly,  in  17!??,  at  the  paineo  of  hi.4  broi 
the  ftiabop  of  OsiinUnr;;,  nnd  Duke  irf  York. 

The  dis(««n«Km.t  prodn«^«Hi  hy  the  noniinattoti  i 
fate  Toyal    hi^ineA»  to  this  di^iity,  woro   nct^^M 
tfoua,  that  Httl*  or  no  benefit  crer  aceruerf  to  bint  I 
the  revcnutt,  ditrinyr  iho  whoh!  pvriod  of  his  poMer 
Ih6  title.     It  Kave  him,  however,  sotne  coii!*eq(u 
atnon^  the  fierroauie  powent,  and  ntfordeil  oxi^lll 
fadfilies  for  improving  btmscif  both  in  military  I 
Hm  and  tht  direrlion  of  citiI  alTnini. 

Tie  had  not  lH>cn  IiHig  in  Gt^nniiny,  when  lie  I 
braced  Ihr  first  nceiwion  that  offered  of  risitinx  I 
ithcTP  he  was  lutrodncH   to  tin*  Orcal   Fiwlfi*pkn( 
Ms  hnela  the  Duke  of  BnumvricL,  wlio  -wiu  b)gk 
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LO  confideace  of  that  monarcli.     The  royal  vetcnui 
R8  exceedingly  pleased  with  the  yooog  prince,  and 
in  took  him.  to  renew  bis  troops,  ami  snrrey  Itis 
luiUtions.  .  . 

iTbe  lost  gnnd  re^-imr  which  Frederick  held  Wfts  in 
Uesia,  where  his  namesake  the  Bishop  of  Ostiaburg 
ma  present;  bat  the  manueuvres  gave  the  king  so 
»le  satisfaction,  that  he  put  several  oflicers  onder 
TesI,  and  after  his  return  sent  a  letter  to  Generid 
Ruenzdn  e.\pre.<>»To  of  bia  disapprobation.  Of  this 
ttiotui  epistle  the  followinf^  is  u  literal  translation : — 
W  1  will  hero  repent  with  my  |H'd,  what  I  mentioned 
I  yott  Mhen  1  was  in  li^ileaia,  that  my  army  Uiere  has 
sver  becoi'in  such  bad  discipline  as  it  is  at  present. 
'  1  ircre  to  make  generals  of  shoemakers  ajid  tailors, 
c  ragtmetits  could  aot  be  worse  1  The  regiment  gf 
addrns  is  not  to  be  compared  to  tlie  most  insignifin 
Bt. battalion  of  the  Pruastan  landsturui.  Jlolkifch 
itl  Schwartz  are  not  much  better.  'I'bat  of  ZareuUM 
i]iu  such  confusioB,  iJiat  I  intend  lo  seud  one  of  the 
Icors  of  my  own  regiment  to  bring  it  into  ordec 
^in.  The  foltows  in  Von  Erlach's  regieieDt  are  ^ 
Aile^l  Ity  amnpFRling,  that  they  have  not  tiie  appear- 
ICO  of  soldiers.  Keller'*  U  like  a  parcel  of  lou^ 
imaunerly  boots.  Uager's  haA  a  mJAtTable  commiu^ 
r;  and.yoac  mgintBiit  is  very  indiflereat ;  ao  that  ji 
■only  with  Count  Von  Anbalt,  WenctctsseR,  oud  Hvi- 
cb,  that  I  oaa  be  autislied.  Similar  tu  all  Ihit  ace 
e  rttgimente  in  detail.  I  nil!  now  describe  tojou 
0  maooenvres :  Schwartz  commits  tbo  unpaxdoaahh^ 
under,  noar  Ncisse,  of  not  coveriog  sullicieutly  the 
U  on '  the  leA  wing :  no  that  if  tt  h»d  beea  .'u, 
i«tv  tb*  battle  would  have  been  lost.  Eriacb,  qu 
Bhm,   iiwtoad   of  oovvnnf;    the    hxtay   by   plai;ioK 
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fnM>pj*  im  Ilir  heights,  martlierf  with  \»s  division  filfi 
rabbages  and  turnips  in  defile ;  so  that  if  it  had  been 
in  eornest,  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy  wonld  havc^  cot 
the  infantry  in  pieces,  and  the  battle  have  been  lost. 

"  I  don't  intend  to  lose  battles  thrnngh  the  laxiness  of 
my  generals;  therefore  I  herewith  command  yoii,  that, 
in  case  1  am  alive  next  year,  you  march  with  the  army 
l>rtween  BreBlaa  and  Oiau;  and  fonr  days  brfore  I 
romf  to  the  camp,  that  yon  manceuvre  with  the  igno- 
rant generals,  and  sliew  them  their  dnty.  The  resji- 
mcB*  of  Armin.  and  the  garrison  regiment  of  Konitz, 
are  to  Im  the  enemy ;  and  whoever  does  not  do  his 
diify,  a  court-marlial  xhall  be  held :  because,  as  I  si 
blame  every  other  putentMtc  for  keoping'  p«»pl« 
did  not  trouf>le  Ibomselves  abont  their  business,  in 
Ai*rvice;  consequently  I  ought  not  lo  be  censored 
doing  afl  1  have  said.  Grlach  remains  four  wet^s 
(onjer  under  arrest.  You  are  to  make  yo«r  wboltr 
corps  ttcfjnainlcd  with  my  opinion."  '     ■■ 

"  The  closing  years  of  Frcdt^rick's  lonr  iitt>  and  refgih 
#er*  o€fiipi(Hl,  like  those  of  our  late  venrmble  oioi* 
rtnreh,  in  promoting  agriraltural  tmprovenicots.  H*- 
drained  bogs,  turned  the  courses  of  rivers,  Befllml 
families  on  waste  lands,  and  took  a  great  delight  in 
Ihotr  advancement.  Not  long  bptbro  his  death,  he 
matle  It  tour  ramiH  tbcjtc  estatei; ;  and,  on  his  xetimi,' 
said  to  one  of  his  officers,  •'  My  dear  Barkholf,  if  yori 
have  not  been  Ibr  some  tirae  in  the  environs  of  Fehr- 
bclltn.  T  must  tell  you,  there  is  such  an  alteration  for 
the  bMter,  that  I  really  do  not  recollect  (o  have  had 
.HO  innnh  pleasure  as  I  have  now  experioiceti :  I  un- 
dertook this  jountey  la-cansc  I  hud  no  rOT^^J1» 
yohr ;  hut  1  am  so  well  satisiiiid.  Ihaf  1  Hhall 
ediy  nipent  it.'^-How  dM  il  go  with  yoa  in  Uw 
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ibably  batliy.     You  luade  no  progm^^  w 

leitber,  by  reason  Uiat  w«  diil  not  figlit  a^ruaal 

I,  bat  caunoD.     I  migbt  bavo  gained  a  great  nw«y 

ictories;  but  it  would  bavo  cost  loe  the  rery  flowec  of 

f  anay,  ojul  been  only  abcdding  itmoceot  blood,    i 

tild  bave  deserved  to  be  brot^[bt  before  a  court- 

liaj,  and  poUicly  poniBlied.    Wars  i»  geuecol  nni 

rible."     Ibesc  expnssioas,  coining  spontaneoudy 

I  a  nuMinrdi  who  had  dUtin^iisbed  bimseli'  taon 

I  any  one  in  Europe  by  his  wfuiike  exploits,  so 

icted  tbe  person  to  vfaom  tbey  were  addressed,  u 

f  .IniitK  tears  into  bi«  eyes. 

^U  was  OK  tlys  oocasioa  that   Frederid^  relatsd  a 

Arfcpdtle  story,  eespectiag  tbe  war  between  Sweifapt 

1  JVujjsia,  at  tbe  cJose  of  the  preceding  cemiiry^  .-  -x. 

pf'lcaa  loan  u  clew  an  idea/'  said  tJie  kin|;,  "of 

I  iwttlc  which  wwt  fotigbt  uear  PehrbeUia^as  if! 

1  bcca  proevBt.     When  I,  an  crown  prince,  restdsi 

tBuppin,  tlteni  was  a  very  old  citizen  nbo  renent- 

1  -the  battkw  and.  knew  the  field  so  well,  that  I 

I  took  bin  with  in£  in  my  chariot.     Us  informed 

ptoferery  paiticalar  so  correctly,  lliat  I  was  fatgbiy 

vtuoad;  aod,  ou  luy  return,  thought  to  have  had 

iittle  joke  with  Uk  old  man.     I  asked  hiu,  '  Father, 

,  yen  iafosni  lue  what  wai4  tbe  canse  of  that 

quanrelV     '  I'cs,  please   your   royal   lu)i:)inea»,' 

Sf»  be,  'I  will  t«U  >0B.     Our  last  elector,  and  the 

[  o£  Sw«d^,  wben  crown  princes,  were  together 

I,  Utnxht  (ot  theii  educ9ti«n ;  and  there  were  tbn 

t  dii^HlBS  1114  uumosities  tietween  them,  wbicb 

I  to  so  high  a  pitch,  that  Uw?  now  thought  proper 

jl.decid*  Ihem  by  the  sword.'  " 

(iTbUH  could  Fiedenck  tbiok  and  speak,  when  age 

I  poured  it»  snow  upon  bi»  htmi,  and  expeijeoos 
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had  tiMight  him  the  vklue  of  liumaii  life.  He  was  now 
immensply  rich,  and  many  represented  him  as  inordi- 
nately avnricioiis.  The  t'oUowini^  incident,  however, 
is  a  proof  of  bis  generosity.  Not  long  Ijefore  bis 
death,  ho  sent  for  general  Anhalt  to  his  palace  of  Sau» 
Soaci.  When  the  general  came,  the  Iciiig  said,  i"Yo« 
have  lately  manicd  one  of  your  daughters."  "Yo«^ 
sire,"  replied  Anhalt,  "  I  have."  "  How  much  did 
yon  give  With  herT'  "Ten  thousand  crowns."  "Ten 
thousand  crowns !  that  is  a  largo  sum  for  a  father 
to  bestow  upon  one  child;  particularly  you  who  have 
nothing  left  fur  the  rest."  On  the  following  ia«taing, 
an  order  upon  tlio  treasury  tor  ten  tbousaod  crown« 
WHS  suut  to  AnhiJt,w*ith  u  very  gracious  niviisage Ixom 
bis  ol<1  master. 

At  this  time  the  Freiicb  interest  preponderated  over 
the  councils  of  Prussia,  so  that  the  appenronce  of  th« 
EngKsh  prince  gave  considerable  alarm  to  the  agentd 
td'  the  cuart  of  Versailles.  No  apprehension  coidd 
be  entertained  of  any  alteration  in  the  sentiments  of 
the  reigning  nionarr-h:  bul  bis  reign  was  now  draw- 
ing v«ry  near  to  a  close ;  and,  tbercfore,  eorery  r-iigiae 
was  put  In  motion  to  oniate  a  projudice  ugainM  Eag~ 
laud.  These  aits  had  tbeir  dl'ect  upon  Prince  Henry, 
but  Prederick  William,  Ibo  crown  prince,  was  not  to 
be  dccvived  by  them.  He-  was  oxcccdinglj  attached 
to  his  n1st»r,  tlio  Prinross  of  Orange  ;  and  as  the 
French  were  even  then  at  Ike  bottom  of  those  disaau- 
Khtntt  which  prevailed  in  Holluitl,  it  wss  natural  for 
his  mynl  hii;hnesB  to  be  jealous  of'  tbeir  inUinuett  In 
bis  own  country.  While  his  uncle  lived,  however,  hr 
acted  on  the  reserve ;  and  so  did  ibe  two 
dtn^-tArs  ot  (he  Prussian  counrila,  Ii«  I»uko  of  Jli 
wick,  lutd  count  HvrtxtMtf ,  mini»tcr  of  the  financoi 
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K'TbelenneT,  in  tbe  true  spirit  of  a  political  tactician, 

I  plftyed  fais  cardii  so  w^,  as  to  delude  the  most  cuaxtiog 

ttit  the  emissaries   employed   by    Vcrgenoes,   and    to 

ika  them  believe,  that,  notwithstandrng  bis  porsooaJ 

lamnexion  witfa   £n^)and,  be  supported  on  priuciplc 

Ithe  tdlianoe  of  Prussia  and  France.     Ucrtzberg  na^ 

i'Vn^d  matters  to  ibe  same  purpose,  but  ia  a  difl'erent 

uiner.     He  courted  (lie  crown  prince  by  his  zeal 

■r  Ftfae  interests  of  tbe  studtbulder,  and  having  secured 

I  royal  confidenGe,  it  was  no  dilHcult  task  to  cou> 

Vjriucc  him  of  the  danger  of  trusting  a  cabuict  like  that 

!^  Versailles,  which  was  so  notoriously  addicted  ts 

toHtical  intrii^c;,  that  there  was  iiot  a  state  on  the 

|w>n(ineni  of  Barapo  altogether  free  from  ita  ambitiotw 

InOiience.     While  these  two  able  and  upright  chftra(> 

3  vero  thus  Gndearourtug  to  free  Prussia  from  the 

kbiTol  ci  Pntux,  the  arrival  of  tlie  Bishop  of  Osa*r 

^at  Potsdam  gavo  liesb  vigour  to  their  patnotit: 

tiontt,  by  the  acoessionof  a  very  powerful  auxi- 

r  was  no  less  than  tbe  Princess  Frederic^. 

;  ddest  dBQu:htcr  of  tlie  heir  apparent  by  his  lurst 

H-t,  Elizabelli  Christina  Ulrica.  Princess  of  Brttus- 

kk.  AVolfenbuttle.    She  was  at  this  time  in  her  sereo- 

mlh  year,  of  a  petit  stature,  but  elegantly  formed, 

i  with  leaturcs  highly  expressive  of  that  sweetness 

«  temper  which  reiidered  her  a  universiU  favooritp. 

kiiBitlt  her  father  Uad  taken  a  second  wife,  tliis  child 

I  to  posseils  an  uncommon  share  of  his  alfec- 

id,  what  was  still  more  extraordinary,  even 

r-in-law   willingly   bowed  to   tlic   supcrity 

ilacnco  of  tbe  princess- 

|i'&IaduoM>  \''irey,  the  lady  employed  iu  bringing  up 

I  Joaar  Ficderica^  was  ii  wouian  of  oonsidcr»I*lc 

^a.  perfect  niMrefn  of  the  EnicUsh  lan;;iiN^«. 
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and  *  great  admirer  of  oar  best  writois :  which  taflte 
sbe  tnfuMd  into  the  laind  of  her  roynl  pupil,  who 
ftx>m  thenco  conceived  so  high  aa  opiniOD  of  tbo 
natioa,  the  literature  of  which  yielded  perpetual  de- 
tigbt,  that  every  En^ahman  was  received  by  her  with 
marLed  attention.  The  Bishop  of  Osnabor^,  there*- 
fore,  soon  becai»e  a  special  favourite,  and  an  intiimcp 
commenced,  which  ripened  into  more  than  frieadship ; 
and  when  his  royal  highness  left  Berlin,  in  1784,  « 
correspondence  was  agreed  upon,  with  the  full  know^ 
ledge  ond  approbation  of  tbo  father  uf  the  ptuccss, 
though  kept  a  secret  even  from  the  Duke  ul  Bnuut- 
wick ;  who,  in  tkct,  eherislied  some  hopes  of  bringing 
aboot.  an  alliance  between  his  nephew  and  his  daugh- 
Ut  Caroline,  afb^rwards  the  cooHort  of  his  present 
Uaj««ty.  A  great  part  of  the  summer  of  that  year 
WHS  taken  up,  by  tfao  Bishop  of  Oaaafanrg,  in  visiting 
other  c«tirt8  of  Germany,  particolarly  Vienna,  wbefe 
M  received  every  mark  of  attention  from  the  eavperor 
Joseph  the  Second,  with  whom  ho  vinted  Scboenbrsnii, 
Mnufcb,  end  other  places.  I; 

On  the  'HA  of  October,  la  the  same  year,  his  loyai 
-Ugliness  was  fr«7.€tt«d  as  lientenantyenera]  and  colo- 
Del  in  the  Coldstream  TCffitiient  of  (!u»nls;  and  on 
the  S7th  of  the  following  month  his  patent  of  creation 
was  ia«l»  oat  aa  Onka  of  Yoik  ta  Eogljind,  and 
Albany  fn  Scotland,  and  Barl  of  Ulster  in  Ireland. 

The  history  of  the  taooourB  of  York  ti  ao  Tory 
-nmarkabie,  that  ft  ja  preMnned  no  apology  need  be 
»ad*,  for  ir'''^?'  io  *biB  place,  a  short  sketch  of  the 
•Dvoal  creationn,  and  introdocin;;  the  aame  with  som*^' 
Seiualofiloal  partioahura  not  oORunonly  known. 

The  fonndc*  of  tba  present  roynl  famfly  was  Bonl- 
lUw,  ft  iMiive  of  Bavnriii.  who  ui  the  ynir760  bocNiiM 
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t  tati  'govemoT  of  Lucca.     H«  left  u  son  of  Um 

>  amjaa,  vbo   diBtlni^ished  himseU;,  first  by  loii 

|Bi»t   the    .Saracens,    wid   afterwards  ,  by 

^  tbe  Mnpress  Jmlith  from  a  monsatery,  wheco 

s  oonfinMi  by  her  retieliious  sod  Lothains,  Ling 

[  Italy.     For  this   last  act   of  chivalry,   tbe  coual 

a  obliged  to  seek  shelter  in  Franoe,  where  he  w«s 

''honoured  with  scvera]  impurtunt  cmplojrtnoita.     Hu 

too  Adelbcrt  the  First,  became  tluke  and  mnrqait  tH' 

Tnxcsuy,  in  which  dignity  he  was  succeeded  by  his 

I,  tkei  second  of  the  nnme,  who  mard«d  iieiUia,  Ifae 

ughtcr  of  liOliuuTe,  king  «f  iioiraine,  and   i;re«t* 

mdson  of  Ghulemni^c.     This  duke  Adelbert  left 

Dsons^Gdido  and  Lambert;  and  a  dauf;bter,  named 

BDgardn.  who  married  as  Italian  prinoe.     Gaid« 

I  tbn  prima  of  lite,  and  I^anibcrt  vraa  deprived  itf 

[.dnminiam  aad  bis  eyes  by  the  treachery  of  M» 

I  hrotiicr,  tiuftb  count  of  Proveoco,  the  sm,  4tf 

tertba  by  u.  Coimcf  husband.     Acconliiu;  to  Leibnitfc 

1  Muralori,  Addbert,  the  third  doke,  was  the  «on  lOt 

lie  marquis  G'uidu ;  but  Mr.  Gibbon  is  of  a  diffentf 

Qjun,  nitd  thiak*  tkat  the  uearost  relation  Iti  wiiicb 

key  stood  to  each,  other  was  that  of  couttin.     'I'iiis 

Udelbert,  wbo  wus  tha  father  of  the  lanulies  uf  Eatc 

i  Bnnisirick,  left  a  son  named  f>tburt.  who  joined 

oaf  fitutony  against  llerDngraritu  ktne  i>f  Itnly.  and 

f  that  ueang  united  the  two  countrii's  under  tbe  iron 

This  marqoU  Otbert,  after  coouaaadiDg  armies 

bd  ndias  tbe  state,  retired  from  tbe  worid   into>  a 

□oilictine  abb^,  which    hi;  liad   liimsdf  richly  ea- 

wod ;  aad  where,  says  Gibbon,  in  his  iLiaal  siieering 

tjle,  "tbe  descendant  of  princes,  tbe  hivoarite  *f 

-,  the  judge  of  nations,  was  ooBspiooonit  atnon^  bbt 

teihnni  ii  the  daily  labour  of  collecting  and  i<: 
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tiiB  hog's  of  tile  monastery."  This  piece  of  sarowtic 
wit  was  intended  to  throw  ritlicuJe  on  the  upirit  of 
haniility  which  actuated  Otbert,  and  made  him  desirous 
of  expiating  the  sins  of  his  secular  lite.  But  it  may  be 
observed,  that  if  the  prluco  was  sincere  in  his  repettt- 
ance — and  even  the  inlidel  hiatoriiin  does  not  venttire 
to  charge  him  with  hypocrisy — liis  conduct,  makiiig- 
allowance  for  the  manners  of  the  age  in  which  he  lirod 
and  tho  light  which  he  possessed,  merits  praise  rather 
than  obloquy. 

We  are  told  that  the  iilie  of  the  second  Otbert,  son 
of  the  penitent  marquis,  was  tranquilly  fibscure.  lie 
had  four  sons,  whose  valour  inibittered  his  old  age, 
and  involved  the  family  in  terrible  misfortunes,  owin^ 
to  their  zealous  support  of  Ardoutn  the  Lombard,  in 
his  unsuccessful  contest  for  the  iron  crown,  against 
Henry  of  Saxony,  Albert  Azo,  the  eldest  son  of 
Otbert,  married  the  niece  of  Hugo  marquiit  of  Tus- 
cany; after  which  he  lixed  his  principal  residence  in 
the  castellated  town  of  Ate^te,  or  Este,  formerly  a 
Roman  c^tlony  of  some  eminence.  This  marquis  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  Albert  Azo  tho  Second,  who 
daims  notice  as  the  common  father  of  the  Italian 
family  of  Este  and  the  German  of  fimnswiek.  He 
obtained,  on  account  of  his  muaiticence,  the  appella- 
tion of  the  Great  Marquis ;  and  h)8  age  was  no  Icsit 
remarkable,  as,  at  tus  death  in  1U97,  be  had  posited 
his  hundredth  year.  He  WM  three  tines  married,  firxt 
to  Conegonda  Guelpit,  a  beircsa  witose  brother  was 
invested,  by  tho  emperor  Henry  tho  Third,  with  tho 
duchy  of  Carinthia  and  the  marquisate  of  Voruna; 
secondly.  10  Gnreanda,  tbc  dnughtrr  uf  Hucn  count  uf 
Miune,  by  whom  be  had  tiiree  chJdron.  His  last  win 
wan    Matdila,  a  widow  of  noble   birtk     Cuuiigiuda 
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rougiit  her  huBbRnd  a  son,  named  Guelph,  who  inhe- 
(lie   mntemal   estates  in   Germany,  and    there 
intod    the  house  of  Brunswick.     He   was  created 
tke  (if  Bavaria  in  1071,  and  died  in   tlie  island  of 
iyprua,  ou  bis  way  to  the  Kidy  Land,  iu  UOI.     He 
twice   married :   first   to   Ethelinda,  daughter  of 
|)tbo  the  Saxon,  duke  of  Bavaria,  from  whom  be  was 
taiTorced;  and  secondly  to  Judith,  daughter  of  Bald- 
somamed   the   Piuus,   count   of    Fhtndcrs,   and 
jw  of  Toston  earl  of  Kent,  the  brother  of  Harold 
IE  of  England.     By  this  last  wife  he  bud  two  sons, 
Ini-lph  the  Secoud,  duke   of  Bavaria,  who   died   in 
^lU  without    i&sae;    and    Henry,  called  the  Black. 
^ke  of  Bavaria,  who  died  in  li:!5,  leaving  by  Wil- 
ida,  daughter  of  Magnus  duke  of  Saxony,  a  soa  of 
i  own  name,  but  deoominated,  according  lo  the  cns- 
a  of  that  age,  "  the  Snpcib." 
,,  'i'hta  last  espoused  Gertrude,  daughter  of  the  empe- 
IxtUi&ire   tbe    Secoud,   by   whom   be  bad  Henry 
lucd  the  LioDf  from  whom  lineally  desceuded   the 
ikes  of  Srumiwick*Luuenburg.     This  last  mentioned 
KJDco  bariag:  re>'olted  iu  1180  against  Frederick  Bar< 
rossn,  that  emperw  caused  him  U)  be  proscribed  by 
rahlic  ban;  aiier  which  his  estates  were  coiitificated, 
lOHe  of  Bavaria  beint;  given  to  Otho  count  of  Schirlo, 
Bd  those  iu  Saxony  to  Bernard,  the  son  of  Albert  of 
Henry  the  Lion,  upon  this  calamity,  retired 
y  Englamd,  where  he  found  a  powerful  protector  in 
Benry  the  Second,  who  in  1179  gave  him  bis  daugh- 
ter Matilda  inmurria^o,  and  afterwards  obtained  for 
him  tlie  princely  domains,  or,  as  they  were  then  deno- 
minated, tiie  countivti  of  Brunswick  and  Limcabarg. 
s  the  royal  bioudnf  England  became  incorporated 
■  Ihia  ancient  and  uuirust  family,  ugcs  before  the 
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re^al  cnrreat  was  blended  with  the  Tudors  and  Stauta. 
Henry  the  Lion  died  i»  1195,  leavjag  three  mhu  : 
L  Otba,  who  in  tlie  llletiiae  of  bia  tkther  was  cieatad 
tarl  of  York,  and  afterwuds  became  emperor  at'  Qar- 
manyi  but  died  without  isKue.  2.  Ilenrjr,  wbo  by 
Tirtae  of  hiii  marriage  obtained  the  title  of  count 
palatine  of  the  Rhine.  3.  William  the  First,  dakB  of 
Brunswick  and  Lunenburg,  for  wliirh  tU^ity  be  wu 
indebted  to  his  elder  brother,  who,  on  his  otection  to 
tho  imperial  diadem,  raised  the  paternal  estates  iitto 
a  dncby. 

After  this,  the  title  of  York  remained  dormant  tiU 
Iha  year  liiS5.  when  Edmund,  somatued  of  Lonf^ey, 
the  fifth  son  of  Edwaid  the  Thin),  and  earl  of  Cub- 
bridge,  wax  by  patont  created  Duke  uf  York.  £diiracd 
Planlafeoct  bis  ^im  was  made  earl  of  ILulJiumI  and 
Uuko  of  York  in  1401,  but  died  at  the  battle  of  Ann. 
coart  withont  issue. 

En  1415,  Bichard  Plaotajienet,  nephew  of  the  last 
duke,  uud  eon  of  Richard  earl  of  Coiubiidge,  who  wM 
behoadcd  for  conspiring  against  Henry  the  Hftli,  biu:< 
ceeded  his  oaclo  in  the  titie.  He  began  the  fatal 
lest  between  tlic  two  potent  housoa  of  York  and 
caster,  and  lost  hiti  life  at  the  battle  of  Waki 
when  Queen  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Hcury  ttie  Shrll^ 
placed  his  hoad  with  a  paper  orown  thereon,  by  way 
of  mockery,  on  oitc  of  tlie  gatco  of  York. 

Oo  the  38Ui  of  May,  1474,  Richard  Plantnguiet, 
»tirnam»d  of  Shrewsbury  from  tlie  place  of  him  birth, 
the  fiecoDd  .ion  of  Edwojd  the  Fourth,  was  created 
fioko  of  )'ork,  and  soon  alter,  duke  of  Norfolk  »nM 
eoil  of  Warren.  He  is  generally  Mid  to  ha-Tc  lie^ 
Inhaaanly  amrdered  in  the  Tower,  with  his  brother 
Uwnd  the  FfAh.  by  the  orden  of  their  nnole,  Richntd 
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■e  'Wirril ;  Iml  there  nre  «tn>njr  K^asons  for  hefievtaif 
Mf'tht?  yoniigrst  Of  these  princes  was  the  sante  par- 
1  wiOi  the  Mlelwated  adventurer,  known  in  o«l'  his»- 
irtrs  by  Ihe  name  of  Pfrkin  Warbeck:  It  is  certain 
!at  the  youth  so  desig^ftted  was  recognised  as  the 
luke  of  Yorit.  both  by  the  duchess  of  Bur^tUidy  kni 
e  coiirt  ol'  FrRnc^;  nor  was  this  all,  for  Jamea  the 
cnirtb  of  Scotland  received  hhn  nt  his  court  as  the 
n  of  Edward  the  Fourth,  and  ffnve  him  a  near  rela* 
cff  liiv  own  in  marringr,  which  no  monarch  m 
F  El '  '  r-  done  onder  the  impression  tlrat  Hife 

I  p'  -hose  to  honotiT  was  an  hnpostor; 

(>it.'>her,  14%,  Hetiry,  the  secodrt 

I'l.'was  created  DtikeoTYflffi 

I  til  .1-  the  death  of  his  broifief 

ijktiiiiii.  iKiiiv-   i'H!i  i«cive  years  old.  he  was  crMtlefl 

fce'of'WsleS  and  enti  of  Cherter.     Htf'siitioMffMI 

father  l>y  the  name  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  '■  -if 

T  "  ;!..-s,  the  second  son  of  JmaeH  theiFltst, 

n-t  year  of  his  age,  before  his  arrival 

'  111  Scotland,  Created  Dnke  of  Albany, 

.juis   <.<]   Orinonfl,  and  ktrd  Ardmannoch  ;  and  on 

8th  of  Jannnry,  16(t4.  he   was  created   Dnke  of 

■k.  «t  WhitehfliI,  with  piiWic  aOlemru'ty.  at  -whieh 

kinfF  niAdf^  t>*enty-flTe  knights  «f  (he  Bath.     Thia 

irtuiuite  prince,  after  the  death  of  his  eld^  bnv- 

Henry  in  ItilO,  fras  (rreated  prince  of  Wftl«8,  and 

(rf'OhMler  and  Flint,     lie  succeeded  Ids  fAthcr 

iJi*! -wamH  of  Chari^-i  ihe  First. 

r:  ,    i.ii.  the  second  son  of  the  !aM 
i.om  at  St.  James's,  Octaht* 
-itli    proclnbned   at   the  court 
s  of  York,  itilo  which  title  ho 

.iby-  patent,  dated  at   Oxford,  Jannair 


I 

I 
:  court  ,1 

annaii'        ^^H 
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27th,  16*};  and  by  other  letters  patent, in  the  eleventh 
year  of  Charles  the  Second,  he  was  made  Earl  of 
Ulster,  in  Ireland.  He  succeeded  his  brother  in  1685, 
and  abdicated  the  throne  iu  ItiWH. 

In  1716,  Ernest  Augustus,  Duke  of  fininswidc- 
Lunenburg,  and  Bishop  of  Oauabiir^,  the  brother  of 
George  the  First,  was  created  Duke  of  York  and 
Albany,  and  Earl  of  Ulster.  He  died  without  issue 
in  1728. 

In  1760,  Edward  Augrustus,  the  second  son  of  Fre- 
derick Prince  of  Wales,  and  brother  of  George  the 
Third,  was  created  Duke  of  York.  Ue  died  in  1768  with 
out  having  been  married.  It  may  not  be  improiier  to 
observe  here,  that  the  son  of  James  the  Second  thoii|;hl 
proper  to  confer  the  titular  honour  of  Uuke  of  York 
upon  his  second  son  Ileury,  nho  afterwards  eatef«d 
into  orders  in  the  churcH  of  Rome,  uud  was  Rreatetl 
a  cardinal.  On  the  death  of  Ids  elder  bruther  CliiirieH 
Edward,  commonly  called  the  Preteadrr,  he  assumet) 
the  title  of  Henry  the  Niuth,  kin)!  of  Elu^land,  though 
he  was  more  generally  kuon^i  at  Rome  and  clscwhem 
by  the  namu  and  stiie  of  Cardinal  York. 

To  return  to  the  subject  of  the  present  memoir.  On 
the  Ulst  of  Jtmuary,  1785,  his  myal  highness 
appointed  one  of  the  lordit  of  the  regmiry  of  Hauai| 
and  a  member  of  tlie  supreme  council  for  r 
the  affairs  of  his  Alajctity's  rIeclonU  dominions.  - 
this  enpacity,  th«  Oakc  took  a  leadinv  part  in  formia; 
the  confederacy  at  that  lime  entered  into  by  the  kiagu 
of  ProBsia  and  Sweden,  and  tlie  dcctors  of  Haauvei 
and  Saxony,  to  preserve  the  indii'isibiUly  of  llw  Bci- 
mauic  empire. 

The  caiute  »(  Uii#  asBoctatitui  w*f  an  alana  e 
by  IIm  inl«Uigeni:e  wtoch  tfao  crown  prince  of  Pn 
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■eivtt),  that  a  secret  negotiation  was  on  Coot  between 
Ilie  tmperor  Joseph  and  the  duke  of  Bavaria,  tor  an 
fcchnnge  of  the  territories  belonging  to  the  latter, 
fhe  duke  of  Deux  Fonts,  nephew  of  the  elector,  at 
i  beginning  of  this  year  commimtcated  to  Frederick 
Villiam  the  result  of  «  conference  he  had  held  with 
lUnt  Romanzow,  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the 
nirt  of  Russia  to  the  diet  at  Frankfort,  in  which  that 
tohleman  acquainted  him  with  the  nature  of  an  agree- 
mt  entered  iaio  by  the  emperor  and  the  uncle  of 
!  prince.  The  substance  of  this  agreement  was, 
iat  the  elector  should  cede  lo  the  house  of  Anatria 
e  \wovinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Bavaria,  the  Upper 
Pttlatiimte,  the  Landgroviate  of  Leurhtenherg,  with 
nbe  duchies  of  N«wb(ii^  and  Saltzbach  ;  and  thut  the 
nperor  should  give  in  return  the  Austrian  Ix»w 
matrief;,  and  Itie  advantages  expected  lYom  Uol- 
Mil.  -with  the  exception  of  the  ducliy  of  Luxembourg, 
e  county  ofNumur,  and  a  res<?rve  in  liis  favour  of 
P  nrtillery  and  national  troops  both  of  Uavuria  and 
Netherlands,  together  with  u  perpetual  rii^bt  uf 
iating  loans  in  the  latter  country.  Tlie  emperor 
rlher  stipulated,  iu  favour  of  the  elector  and  the 
Ike  of  Bcvx  Pools,  to  allow  them  a  gruluily  of  one 
I  sevcii  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and 
fel  also  promised  to  exert  liis  inlluence  to  procure  tho 
be  of  king  of  Burgundy  for  the  elector  uf  Bavaria. 
i  communicaiioo  was  accompanied  by  a  declara- 
frora  count  Bomunzow  to  the  duke  of  Deux 
sayiug,  that  the  treaty  was  in  such  forward- 
at  ft  was  determined  to  carry  it  into  imise- 
hte  execution,  whether  his  consent  was  given  or  not, 
II  that  he  had  only  eight  days  to  fonu  his  resolution. 
'  the  anperor  nor  the  elector  seems  lo  have 
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been  prepared  I'ur  tlie  ulitcui  which  tliis  project  was 
likely  to  create  Uimughout  Germany.  Ptditiciaos,  hovf- 
ever,  bad  already  t'oruied  iui  ill  opiuiou  of  Josepti  LI. 
from  tiie  extravuKiiuce  ul'  his  couduci.  He  began  itis 
career,  as  early  as  1778,  by  layiog  claim  to  the  f 
cession  ol'  Bavaria,  and  that  too  iii  direct  opposite 
the  inclinations  oi  liis  motlier  aud  sovurei)^,  who  1 
most  naturally  concerned.  Ui<j  demand  of  Ibe  i 
gation  of  the  Scheldt  was  e(|uully  bold ;  and  it  ' 
also  known  that  be  meditated,  in  conjunction  with  Um 
empiess  Catherine,  a  scheme  fur  the  conquest  of  ( 
stautinoplc,  and  the  entire  partiliou  uf  th«  Tui 
dominions  in  Europe. 

The  trt^aly  now  enlered  into  betwceu  liim  and  lb« 
elector  did  not  essentially  dilVer  from  that  of  1/78, 
when  the  latter  wiu*  obliged  to  cede  two-thirds  of 
Bavaria  without  any  compcusution,  rather  than  «t> 
counter  the  risk  of  losing  the  whole  of  his  torritones 
in  an  unequal  context ;  his  forniidublv  nrt^'ltbotir  buvi 
a5.<iembled  on  the  frontier  an  army  of  mure  (ban  t 

hundred  and  Mty  thousand  men,  to  supiwrl  his  ui^    

preteoAiona.     On  timt  occasion  (he  veteran  monarch 
of  Prussia  interteccd  in  behalf  of  (be  suffering  elec- 
torate.    Some  months  having  passed  aivay  in  fmiUei 
rcmon-straiices,  uAvh  parly  had  recounw  to  arms 
the  prepiiratiou^  on  both  sides  \>iTe  so  mighty, 
bad    (he   fH(c  of  all    Europe    been  a(  stake,  i 
the  force  employed,  uor  Ute  ueanit  nppUeil  to,  vooJil 
havfl  appuareik  inadequate   to   l)ie   mui;ni(U(le  of  Ute 
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It  in  uauecetwary  to  detail  liin  history  «f  this 
war ;  nuiBce  it  to  ubMrve,  tlint  all  lh«  exporiciico 
abttilies  of  the   greal  Frede>Hck.  exerted   Mrilb 
mittinji  attention,  could  ftin  no  udvaataec 
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BDperor,  wliu  {ui\c^  every  attempt  of  his  adversary 
li  a  caution  and  skill  that  would  have  done  honoar 
[■  abk^st  generals  of  the  age ;  but  then  it  must  be 
i>tl«c(ed  that  be  had  tor  his  instructor  the  great 
irshal  Laodolin,  who  was  ullowed  by  Frederick 
lusetf  lo  be  his  equal  in  the  art  of  war. 

iter  many  eflbrts  to  dislodge  the  Auslrians  fnmi 

leir   odvantai^eous   |>ost.  and    to   bring  them   to  an 

ipagcmetil,  the  Prussian  hero  fotiud  bimseif.  Tor  the 

t  time  in  his  life,  baffled  and  defeated  by  one  whom 

affected   to   treat   with   contempt,  under  the 

teUation  of  ll>e  "  X4tUe  Joseph."     Frederiek  was, 

lerefore,  now  compelled  by  necessity  to  yield  to  cir- 

Hlrastanves,  and  the  elector  of  Bavaria  in  rnasequenoe 

■braitted  to  the  spoliation  of  his  estates,     ft  was  not, 

,  lo  be  supposed  that  the  hoary  politician  of 

erbn  would  reiaain  a  passive  spectator  ol'  the  am- 

lions  movemeutii  of  his  potent  rival.     Though  now 

e  on  Uk!  prare,  the  news  of  the  fresh  designs 

Bavaria  roused  his  energies,  and  he  prepared 

1  to  becomiT  the  assertor  and  arbiter  of  the  rights 

tftliH  Germanic  body.     As  soon,  therefore,  as  he  ^vas 

acquainted    with    the    projected    exchange   of 

ritory  between  Austria   and    Bavaria,   he  lost   no 

B  in  communicating  the  information  to  those  prinees 

[>  were  most  likely  to  be  particularly  interested  by 


B  real,  the  Dnke  of  York  was  C4msnlted, 

lately  tent  off  an  express  to  England,  upon 

ralitnet   eonnejl   w-as   held ;     and   his   rtiyal 

•iine«]<  feceired   fnll  powers   to  act  iu  conjunction 

I  the  cnait  oS  Berlin,  and  the  other  powers  who 

e  opposed  (n  the  M'heuMr  of  n^grandizfrnenl  then 

'rneitociaiirMi. 
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When  the  emperor  aiid  elector  foand  that  a  formi- 
dable combinEitioD  was  raised  to  frustrate  their  am- 
bitious desiefns,  they  began  to  retrace  their  steps,  and 
both  issued  public  declarations,  disavowing  the  whole 
buriiness,  and  solemnly  asserliag  that  no  such  views 
had  ever  been  entertained  by  either  of  Ihem.  It  hap- 
pened, however,  unfortunately  for  the  credit  of  these 
t\to  soveret^s,  that  Russia  and  France  had  been 
cunsulted  some  time  before  upon  tliis  very  treaty,  of 
which  both  those  powers  consented  to  become  guaran- 
tees ;  and  when  the  exposure  took  place,  so  far  were 
they  from  denying  it,  that  the  empress  Catherine  pub- 
licly justified  the  proposed  exchange  on  the  principles 
of  equity  and  policy. 

While  this  matter  occupied  general  attention,  -the 
world  was  much  engaged  by  the  acconnts  of  aerial 
voyages,  tlie  result  of  a  recent  discovery  made  hi 
France.  The  old  king  of  Pnissia,  whose  readiness  at 
repartee  continued  to  the  last,  iu  one  of  his  (xtnveraa- 
tions  at  Sans  Souri,  turning  to  the  Duke  of  York,  said. 
"  that  as  the  French  claimed,  and  di-served,  the  empire 
of  the  AIR,  the  English  had  proved  UifHoselves  nmslers 
»i  the  SEA,  and  the  emperor  aimt^.at  the  sovereignty 
of  the  LANij,  the  only  element  that  remained  for 
wuspiuii;  the  eflects  of  wJuch  bo  supposed  bo  sh< 
be  soou  oblifjed  to  try." 

Frederick,  while  thus  occupied,  did  nut  confine  his' 
viewii  to  ttit;  subjcut  which  Itad  excited  his  jealouxy. 
but  determined,  out  of  this  particular  occasion,  to 
ttriginate  a  general  principle,  (hat  should  apjil)'  lo  all 
future  circumstances  of  <t  similar  nature.  Up  desired, 
at  the  close  i>f  a  lon^  life,  which  had  been  crowded 
with  great  puJilic  transactions,  to  Iravr  to 
ce.tsor  a  leiracy  of  nil<» ;  itie  Inndcncy  of  wliieh 
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be  to  perpetuate  the  political  ascendancy  of  his  conn- 
try*  Acoordiiigly,  he  exerted  himself  with  great  assi- 
doity  in  negodating^  with  the  electors  of  Hanover  and 
Saxony,  a  league  for  the  preservation  of  the  Germanic 
ooBstitution ;  and  particularly  to  prev^it  such  cessions 
and  exchanges  of  territory  as  were  either  contrary  to 
what  was  called  the  Golden  Bull  and  other  chartularies, 
or  which  might  be  supposed  injurious  to  the  balance  of 
power  in  the  empire.  This  treaty  was  concluded  on 
the  33d  of  July,  1785 ;  and  among  the  princes  who 
acceded  to  it  were  the  elector  of  Mentz,  the  landgrave 
of  Hesse  Cassel,  the  dukes  of  Brunswick^  Weimar,  and 
SaxeGotha^  and  the  prince  of  Anhalt.  The  British 
ministry  entered  into  the  transaction  with  great  readi- 
ness, and  it  is  from  this  period  that  we  are  to  date  the 
intimate  connexion  which  subsisted  for  several  years 
between  the  courts  of  London  and  Berlin. 

In  the  mean  time  the  emperor  was  not  idle,  for  it 
was  hardly  possible  that  he  could  regard  the  politics 
of  Prussia  with  a  favourable  eye.  Kaunitz,  his  prime 
minister,  while  the  league  was  in  progress,  addressed 
two  letters  to  the  imperial  ambassadors  at  the  diffe- 
rent courts  of  Germany,  directing  them  to  remonstrate 
against  the  irregular  and  hostile  nature  of  this  con- 
federacy, which  could  not,  he  said,  be  considered 
otherwise  than  as  personal  to  the  emperor  himself. 
With  respect  to  Joseph,  he  had  for  a  considerable 
time  been  absent  on  an  excursion  in  Italy,  and  did  not 
return  to  his  capital  till  a  few  weeks  previous  to  the 
final  conclusion  of  the  treaty.  That  measure  was  first 
vindicated  by  the  king  of  Prussia  in  a  circular  letter 
to  the  Grerman  princes,  and  again  soon  after  in  an 
address  to  all  Europe.  These  papers  produced  a  labo- 
rious reply  on  the  part  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  a 
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Fejoinder  on  that  of  Prassia ;  the  one  coatending  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  meditated  exchai^  contrary 
either  to  nataral  right  or  the  laws  of  the  onpire; 
while,  on  the  other  side,  it  was  prored  clearly,  that  the 
increase  of  the  Aastrian  power  woold  not  only  be  inb- 
Tersive  of  the  liberties  of  the  minor  states,  bat  that  it 
was  in  fact  guarded  against  by  the  Golden  Boll,  which 
forbade  an  elector  from  alienating  his  dominions. 

This  was  the  last  public  act  of  Frederick  the  Great, 
whose  infirmities  now  increased  fast  upon  him,  and  a 
complication  of  disorders  carried  him  off  c«i  the  17th 
,  of  Angost,  1786,  leaving  the  throne  with  an  immense 
treasure  for  its  support,  and  a  country  in  the  highest 
state  of  improvement,  to  his  nephew,  who  ashamed 
the  title  of  Frederick  William  the  Second.  The  oM 
monarch,  a  few  months  before  his  death,  gave  a  striking 
instance  of  his  liberality.  A  disappointed  author  pub- 
lished a  libel,  intituled,  "  Les  Manoires  du  Roy  de 
Prussf,"  in  which  the  king  was  heated  witli  uncommon 
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We  have  within  these  few  days  experienced  the 
greatest  calamities  by  the  overflowing  of  the  Oder, 
which  burst  its  banks  in  several  places/  and  carried 
away  honses,  bridges,  and  every  thing  that  opposed 
its  coarse.  Numbers  of  people  have  lost  their  lives 
in  this  rapid  inundation ;  but  of  all  the  accidents 
arising  from  it,  none  is  so  generally  lamented  as  the 
death  of  the  good  Prince  Leopold  of  Brunswick.  WhUe 
this  amiable  prince  was  standing  by  the  side  of  the 
river,  a  woman  threw  hecself  at  his  feet,  beseedung 
him  to  give  orders  for  some  persons  to  go  to  the  relief 
of  her  children,  all  of  whom,  in  has  bewildemd  state 
of  mind,  she  had  left  behind  her  in  the  house.  At  the 
same  time,  some  soldiers,  who  were  also  at  that  place, 
were  loudly  cr3ring  for  help.  The  duke  endeavoured 
to  procure  a  flat-bottomed  boat,  but  no  one  could  be 
found  to  venture  actoss  the  river,  even  though  his 
highness  offered  large  sums  of  money,  and  promised 
to  shave  the  danger.  At  last,  moved  by  the  cries  of 
the  unfortnmte  inhabitants  of  the  suburb,  and  led  by 
the  sensibility  of  his  own  benevolent  heart,  he  took 
the  resolution  of  going  to  their  assistcmce  himself. 
The  people  about  him  endeavoured  to  dissuade  him 
from  this  perilous  enterprise ;  but,  touched  to  the  soul 
by  the  distress  of  the  miserable  sufferers,  he  replied, 
*  What  am  I  more  than  you  or  they  ?  I  am  but  a  man 
like  yourselves,  and  nothing  ought  to  be  attended  to 
here  but  the  call  of  humanity.'  Unshaken,  therefore, 
in  his  resolution,  he  immediately  embarked  with  three 
watermen  in  a  small  boat,  and  crossed  the  river.  The 
boat  did  not  want  above  thrice  its  length  to  reach  the 
bank,  when  it  struck  against  a  tree,  and  in  an  instant 
aH  four  disappeared.  A  few  minutes  afterwards  the 
duke  rose  again,  and  supported  himself  for  a  short 
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time  by  taking  hold  of  the  branch  of  another  tree ; ' 
but  the  violence  of  the  current  soon  bore  him  down, 
and  he  never  again  appeared.  Tho  boatmen  were  more 
fortunate,  and  every  one  was  saved,  the  duke  alone 
being  the  victim  of  his  philanthropy." 

The  loss  of  this  excellent  prince  was  keenly  Mt  by 
his  cousin  the  Duke  of  York,  who  highly  eate^ned 
him  for  his  numerous  virtues.  WhUe,  however,  toM 
royal  Ugliness  was  plunged  in  grief  at  this  affiictilag 
occurrence,  he  experienced  some  consolation  in.  the 
sudden  arrival  at  Hanover,  of  his  brother  Prince 
William  Henry,  now  Duke  of  Clarence.  A  meeting 
altogether  unexpected,  after  a  separation  of  five  .yearn, 
could  not  fail  to  afford  consideraUe  satisfactiim  to 
both  parties.  The  younger  prince  had,  during  that 
period,  seen  a  great  variety  of  service  in  different 
climates ;  first,  under  Rodney,  in  the  memorable  .relief 
of  Gibraltar,  and  next  in  the  West  Indies,  where  he . 
continued  a  long  time  after  the  restoration  of  peace. 
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the  humblest  stations  in  her  very  navy  are  filled  by 
princes  of  the  blood/' 

'  After  a  long  absence  from  England^  the  prince 
landed  at  Falmouth  in  Augtnt^  1785^  from  the  Hebe 
frigate.  Commodore  Gower.  Daring  his  stay  in  that 
neighbourhood,  he  was  entertained  by  Lord  Falmouth, 
at  Tregothnan,;  from  whence  he  paid  a  visit  to  the 
borporatioii.of  Truro.  On  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Daniel, 
the  proprietor  of  the  smelting-house,  he  went  to  see 
the  different  operations  of  melting  the  tin  ;  and  there 
took  a  beef-steak,  broiled  on  one  of  the  hot  plates — with 
which  he  was  highly  pleased.  After  this  he  inspected 
the  mines  both  of  copper  and  tin,  asking  several  perti- 
nent questions;  and,  on  being  informed  that  a  consi- 
derable revenue  accrued  from  hence  to  his  brother  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  as  Duke  of  Cornwall,  each  block 
paying  him  above  twelve  shillings ;  he  said  he 
was  happy  to  hear  it,  for,  in  all  probability,  the 
tin-cash  would  be  very  acceptable  to  his  brother 
Greorge. 

Hanover,  at  the  time  of  its  being  enlivened  by  the 
presence  of  two  members  of  the  Royal  Family,  exhi- 
bited another  scene  of  great  animation,  in  the  return  of 
the  -  briave  battalions  who  had  pre-eminently  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  siege  of  Gibraltar.  To 
commemorate  that  great  display  of  military  skill,  pa- 
tience, and  valour,  the  immortal  General  Eliott  had 
some  medals  struck  in  gold  and  silver,  the  former  for 
the  Royal  Family,  and  the  latter  as  presents  to  those 
persons  who  had  particularly  distinguished  themselves 
in  that  arduous  service.  In  transmitting  those  des- 
tined for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Hanoverian 
brigade,  the  general  took  occasion  thus  to  express 
his  feelings  to  the  Field  Marshal  de  Rehden : — 
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"  Sir,  I  take  tbe  liberty  of  ap^Tiag  to  yoor  BKcd-* 
lency  in  a  ciiciimstance,  which  to  ne  appcan  •wetj 
mnatfcable  in  many  respects.  The  King,  mj  mas- 
ter,  having  been  graciovsly  pleased  to  pennit  that 
a  silver  medal  should  be  struck,  in  order  to  convey  ts 
posterity  tbe  remembrance  of  a  military  event,  whi^ 
in  my  opinion,  has  been  hitherto  anprecedoited ;  bji 
this  alone,  your  Excellency  will  comprdie^^,  tliat  S 
mean  to  speak  of  that  renowned  brigade  of  his  Map' 
jetty's  electoral  troops,  who  have  displayed  the  highest 
courage  during  so  long  a  time,  and  in  circnmstancea 
which  would  have  proved  a  test  for  tbe  virtues  ot  th* 
most  sublime  heroes.  Your  Excellency,  doubtless,  will 
not  suspect  me  to  be  capable  of  thus  publishing  praises^ 
so  well  deserved,  with  a  view  of  taking  for  myself  any 
part  of  their  merit.'  A  general  is  fully  secored  ircnU 
all  manner  of  anxiety,  even  amidst  the  horrors  of  war, 
when  he  can  depend  on  the  courage  and  attachment  o{ 
such  troops,  who,  to  the  strictest  observance  of  miU- 
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th0  BKmth  of  Jiuie  1779^  and  did  not  leave  the  place 
tfll  tbe  whole  of  the  brigade  returned  to  Hanorer.  I 
hope  they,  wiB  look  Upon  it  as  a  token  of  my  friend- 
ship and  grathode,  which  wiH  last  as  Icmg  as  I  live. 
if,  cootrary  to  my  expectati<ms^  there  should  not  be  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  medals^  I  shall  take  care  to  hare 
more  struck,  and  send  them  by  the  first  opportonity. 
My  old  friend.  General  Freytag,  with  whom  I  have 
k^t  np  a  constant  correspondence  daring  all  thajt 
time,  will  certainly  not  refiise  a  medal,  which  has  beeii 
struck  under  the  auspices  of  his  Majesty.  Your  Ex- 
cellency wiD,  I  trust,  forgive  this  freedom.  The  medals 
being  presented  by  you,  will  increase  in  consequence 
and  value.'' 

Tbe  face  of  the  medal  is  a  representation  of  tbe 
Bock ;  with  the  motto  '*  Per  tot  discriminas  rerum ;"  the 
exergue  "  Xiii  Sep.  mdcclxxxii."  On  the  reverse,  is  a 
Crown  of  Laurel  with  a  German  motto, "  Bruderschaft," 
signifying  Brotherhood;  within  the  wreath  are  the 
names  of  tbe  four  principal  officers,  ^'  Rehden,  Lamotte, 
Sydow,  Eliott.'*  The  dies  were  executed  by  Pingo,  and 
upwards  oi  twelve  hundred  were  struck  in  gold  and 
silver,  for  perpetuating  the  memory  of  the  glorious 
defence  of  Gibraltar. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  medals  at  Hanover,  a  splendid 
entertainment  was  given  to  the  officers  of  the  brigade 
by  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York,  who  took 
occasion  to  pay  a  compliment  to  the  corps  in  an  ele* 
gant  speech  in  their  native  language. 

Having  mentioned  this  circumstance,  we  may  here 
be  permitted  to  state,  that,  in  England,  on  the  arrival 
of  the  twelfth  regiment  of  foot  from  Gibraltar,  after 
having  served  in  that  fortress  almost  fifteen  years,  in 
particular  through  the  whole  period  of  the  block^^ 
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and  siege,  it  had  the  honour  of  being  ordered  to  do 
ddty  at  Windsor,  where  a  detachment  was  employed 
during  the  summer  in  making  rides  in  the  forest  and 
parts  adjacent.  When  these  works  were  finished,  an 
Obelisk  was  erected  on  the  spot,  with  the  following 
inscription ; — 

"  These  Bides  were  begun,  and  above  forty  miles 

completed,  in  the  year  1784,  by  a  detachment  of  his 

Majesty's  Twelfth  Regiment  of  Foot,  quartered  at 

Windsor,  upon  its  return  from  Gibraltar. 

Bello  dimicantes. 

Pace  laborantes, 

Otium  fugimus." 

The  winter  of  1785  was  remarkably  severe  all  ot» 
Enrope ;  but  the  fact  is  here  worthy  of  notice,  on 
account  of  an  incident  which,  amidst  the  inclemency 
of  that  rigorous  season,  occurred  in  England. 

The  King,  one  day  when  the  ground  was  covered 
litb  snow.  rfj^anUcss  of  the  weather,  and  i 
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wbere,  at  the  b^tnning  of  taly,  1786,  be  embarked  in 
the  commoD  packet,  and  tended  at  Dorer,  from  iriience 
he  travelled  post-haste  to  Windaor,  where  the  King, 
Qaeen,  and  all  the  princesses,  were  prepared  to 
receive^  him  with  every  demonstration  of  joy  and 
affection. 

Intelligence  frf"  the  Dnke's  arriTal  being  sent  off  im- 
mediately, according  to  a  previons  order,  to  the  Prince 
ofWales,  then  atBrighton,hiaroyal.hi^mess,  without 
loss  of  timej  threw  himself  into  his  cairiage,  and  pro- 
ceeded to'salnte  a  brother  whom  he  tenderly  k>ved, 
and  from  whom  he  had  been  so  long  separated.  The 
meeting  betvroen  the  two  princes  was  of  a  natnrc 
almost  as  affecting  as  the  parting  Bceoe  had  (bnneriy 
been ;  only  the  sympathy  which  it  excited  was  mlnglod 
with  sensations  of  a  nmre  dieeifhl  description. 

But  this  emotion  of  pleasare  was  soon  after  changed 
for  one  of  a  differ«tt  nature.  On  the  second  of  Angnst, 
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waistcoat;   ptherwiae  the  force  with  which  it  was 
impelled  might  have  made  the  blow  fatal.     The  paper 
presented  by  the  woman  had  written  on  it,  '^  To  the 
King's,  most  excellent  Majesty/'  and  nothing  more. 
The  assassin  was  immediately  conducted  to  the  Inner 
Guard  Chamber,  where,  on  being  questioned  how  she 
cooJd  make  so  daring  an  attempt  ?  she  answc^red,  that 
they  had  no  right  to  examine  her ;  but  that,  when 
brought  before  the  proper  authorities,  she '  would  give 
her  reasons.     She  was  then  taken '  to  an  antechamber, 
where  she  remained  till  near  five  o'clock ;  and  though 
spoken  to  by  several,  of  the  nobility,  she  preserved 
a  suUen  silence,  seeming  entirely  unmoved  by  her 
situation,  and  the  act  which  had  brought  her  into  it. 
She  was  next  taken  before  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth, 
for  examination  by  the  privy  council.    In  answer  to  the 
various  interrogatories  that  were  put  to  her,  she  talked 
so  incoherently  of  her  right  to  the  crown,  that  no  doubt 
could  be  entertained  of  her  insanity.    There  appeared, 
however,  method  and. shrewdness  in  her  madness;  for 
she  stated  that  she  had  presented  a  petition  to  the 
King  ten  days  before,  which,  upon  inquiry,  wisis  found 
to    be    true ;    and    when   asked    to    recapitulate   the 
contents  of  that  paper,  she  did  it  correctly,  with  a 
variation  only  of  four  words,  neither  of  which  affected 
the  sense.     In  her  lodging  were  found  three  letters 
about  her  pretended  right  to  the  crown,  addressed  to 
Lord   Mansfield,    Lord   Loughborough,   and   General 
Bramham.    The  owner  of  the  house  said,   that  she 
had  lodged  in  his  house  three  years,  getting  her  liveli- 
hood  by  needlework,  and  without  ever  shewing  any 
signs  of  insanity.      Another  person,  with  whom  she 
had  resided    for   five  years    before,   gave  the   same 
account  of   her   conduct.     Notwithstanding  this,    it 
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appealed  so  clearly  that  the  poor  woman  was  dis-. 
erdcMd  ta  ber  iateilects,  that  the  pfivy  council,  cm 
mftking  a  report  to  the  King,  reaolred  to  aeiid  bor  to 
Bedtam,  nHt«ad  of  ooomittiiig  her  for  trial.  Tbm 
woman,  whose  nane  was  tfai^aiet  NichtdaoB,  ap* 
peared  t*  he  eboat  thirty-six  yeavs  of  age,  and  af 
Mther  a  amid  deportment.  She  wa»  a  aative  of  Stock- 
ion  upoa  Teea,  in  the  connty  of  Durtiaa,  wbeie  bat 
Ihtber  was  a  barber. 

The  tKBatioeDt  (rf*  this  lunatic,  as  well  aa  of  tka 
others  who  at  diflerent  periods  made  similar  attaaspti 
bpon  the  bfe  of  oar  late  monarch,  exhibited  a  striking 
contrast  to  that  which  the  court  of  France  puisaed  ia 
the  case  of  the  maniac  Damien,  for  his  eadearoor  W 
destroy  Iioais  the  Fifteenth.  Thongh  the  madnesS'  of 
(bat  anfbrtnnate  wretch  wftj  put  beyond  all  doabt,  tha 
trflmnal  before  whom  he  was  arrayed  porsued  the 
bosiness  with  a«  much  serioasness  and  solenalty  as 
if  the  cnlprit  bad  beea  in  his  perfect  senses.    "Hw , 
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The  attack  upon  his  late  Majesty  was  attended  wkh 
a  Moiaskable  instaiioe  of  pfieseace  of  mind  and  delicacy 
of  sentiment,  Reserving  of  notice. 

As  soon  as  4iie  Spanish  ambassador^  the  Marquis 
del  Campo^  was  made  aoquainted  wkh  the  teansaction, 
he  set  off  post  to  Windsor,  where  he  immediately 
sought,  and  obtained,  an  interview  with  the  Queen,  not 
for  the  pnipose  of  announcing  the  oircumstance  that 
had  thrown  the  metropolis  into  a  general  alam,  or  to 
aoothe  her  fears,  but  to  beguile  the  time  with  coaver- 
salmi  till  the  Kii^  Umsetf  arriiced,  when-  be  went 
away,  leaving  his  Majesty  to  relate  the  story  in  his 
own  manner.  Ite  King  was  so  pleased  with  the  kimi 
service  which  the  ambassador  had  rendered  rbim  in 
this  instance,  that  the  next  time  he  saw  him  he  shook 
him  heartily  by  the  hand^  sayiiig  how  much  he  fiolt 
himself  obliged  by  his  conduct.  The  Queen  also  was 
equally  affected;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  the  sense 
whicb  she  had  of  tbe  obligation,  her  Majesty  presented 
the  Marquis  with  her  portrait  in  miniature,  painted 
lor  the  occasion  by  the  )ate  Richard  Cosway,  and 
richly  set  with  diamonds. 

Soon  after  this  event  died  the  Princess  Amelia,  the 
hist  surviving  child  of  George  the  Second,  in  her 
seventy-sixth  year.  Her  loss  was  little  fek  by  the 
royal  family  of  Great  Britain,  to  none  of  whom  did 
she  leave  the  smallest  legacy  out  of  her  large  property ; 
the  bulk  of  which  passed,  by  her  bequest,  to  the  Prince 
of  Hesse  Cassel,  who  was  mean  enough  to  refuse 
giving  mourning  to  her  domestics.  The  habits  of  the 
deceased  princess  were  very  peculiar.  Every  morn- 
ing she  regularly  paid  a  visit  to  her  stables,  for 
the] purpose  of  examining  the  state  of  the  horses; 
and  she  never  got  into  or  out  of  her  carriage  at  Hie 
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front  of  the  btmae,  bat  Ethrajs  in  tiie  back  yard.  Her 
dress  was  such,  that  at  first  view  she  might  have 
been  taken  for  one  of  the  mascoline  gander.  Sbtf  took 
sonff  immoderately,  and  wan  no  less  addicted  to  catds. 
Her  deportment,  however,  was  exceedingly  repulsiTe, 
even  when  engaged  at  her  favonrite  amasemenl.  One 
evening  in  the  rooms  at  Bath,- which  fashionidile  place 
of  resort  she  regularly  visited,  the  princess  addressed 
her  partner  in  the  technical  language  of  the  ^ame, 
"We  are  eight,  love." — The  other  jocosely  answered, 
"Yes,  my  dear;"  on  which  she  got  up  indignantly, 
threw  the  cards  in  his  face,  and  retired.  At  another 
time,  a  general  officer,  who  was  standing  by  the  table 
where  the  party  were  playing,  perceiving  the  snuff-box 
of  the  princess  standing  open,  incantioosly  took  « 
pinch ;  which  when  her  royal  highness  observed,  she 
ovdered  the  servant  in  waiting  to  throw  the  remainder 
of  the  contents  into  the  fire.  She  was  nncommonly 
attached  to  her  broUier,  William  Duke  of  Ciimfaerland. 


AfBMOIR  OP  THB   DUKB   OP  YORK.  85 

occasion^,  and  the  Duke  was  introduced  by  his  brother 
the  Prince  of  Wales. 

In  the  summer  of  the  year  1788  the  King  was  attacked 
with  a  bilious  complaint^  for  which  that  eminent  physi- 
cian Sir  George  Baker  recommended  an  excursion,  and 
the  trial  of  the  Cheltenham  waters.  Accordingly,  on  the 
ISih  of  July  their  Majesties,  with  the  Duke  of  York 
and  three  elder  princesses,  left  Windsor  for  ^uneham, 
the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Harcourt,  where  they  remained 
near  three  hours.  After  taking  son\e  refreshment,  and 
viewing  the  beauties  of  that  delightful  spot,  the  royal 
party  resumed  their  journey,  and  about  five  o'clock 
thb'  same  evening  arrived  at  Cheltenham,  having 
travelled  near  one  hundred  miles  in  eight  hours. 
The  concourse  of  people  assembled  every  where  along 
the  road  was  immense ;  but  no  inconvenience  resulted 
from  it;  and  it  was  exhilarating  to  witness  the  loyal 
spirit  which  animated  all  classes  of  people. 

During  their  stay  at  Cheltenham,  the  King  and 
Queen  resided  at  the  seat  of  Lord  Fauconberg,  which 
being  close  to  the  town,  afforded  a  ready  facility  of 
visiting  the  Spa  early  in  the  morning.  On  the  16tb, 
the  King  and  Princess  Royal  began  to  drink  the  waters ; 
and  having  returned  to  breakfast,  the  whole  party  set 
off  at  ten  o'clock  to  visit  the  ancient  town  of  Tewkes- 
bury, where  they  examined  attentively  the  interior  of 
the  Gothic  church.  While  here,  a  circumstance  oc- 
curred which  strongly  evinced  the  paternal  feeling  of 
the  King.  In  riding  through  the  town,  his  Majesty 
observed  the  parapets  of  the  bridge  crowded  with 
spectators,  who  appeared  in  so  perilous  a  situation, 
that  he  kindly  said,  ^^  My  good  people,  I  fear  some  of 
you  will  fall.*  Do  not  run  such  hazards  to  see  your 
King. — ^I  will  ride  slowly,  that  you  may  all  sec  him." 
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While  at  Cheltenham,  the  sovereign  was  whally 
without  a  military  escort ;  and  when  an  <^cer  wb» 
Rommandod  a  detachment  in  the  neighbourhood  waited 
to  know  what  ^anlx  would  bo  required,  his  Majesty 
replied,  "  None,  wliatover;  I  can  have  no  bettec 
{TuanLi  than  my  people."  The  baud  of  Iiord  HaniBg* 
Uni'ii  ref^iuent,  only,  were  permitted  to  attend  A» 
lloyal  Family. 

Mtuiy  iucidentu  occurred  during  this  visit,  «f  wm 
nx(n>nKily  iiiterosting  naturo;  and  thongh  aoBte  vt 
thiuii  niuy  liuvo  lieea  related  in  other  publicatioBs,  U 
in  pnwiimcd  that  tlteir  incorptwalioQ  with  the  pRwi&t 
nintiMiir    will    neither    prove  unentertaining  nor  gn- 

The  Ki|ig  walking  oat  one  morning,  unattended  aad 
at  some  diHtance  fVom  Cheltenham,  met  a  honeat  rustic 
hurrying  forwardi)  on  the  road  in  great  heat.  "  Soi, 
Tricnd,"  said  his  Mi^esty,  "  you  seem  to  be  wun." — 
**  Yes,  sir,"  answered  the  countryman,  "  I  have  come 


>iS«fOIR  OF  TBI   IXTKB  OP  YOBK.  87 

T0  aboMB  BOfe  flwnediately  near  his  person  be 
dedsrad  sensral  times,  tbcl  the  heafs  passed  at 
Chtitenhaw,  aad  in  the  Ticinity,  were  among  tlie  most 
agieesMe  of  his  life,  and  had  amply  repaid  liim  for 
all  the  years  of  anxioas  s<^citiide  which  he  had  ex- 
perienced daring  hto  eyaitfol  reign. 

On  the  25th  of  July  tlie  King,  Qneoi,  and  prin- 
cesses, went  to  visit  the  city  of  OloucesteiT.  Tliey 
stopped  ftrst  at  the  bishop's  palace,  and  afterwards 
proceeded  to  Ibe  cathedral,  wliere  they  were  receiTed 
by  the  venerable  Dean  Tocker,  at  the  liead  of  the 
Chapter,  who  addressed  his  Majesty  in  a  congratula- 
tory apeedi,  to  which  a  suitable  answer  was  given. 
The  inayor  and  corporation  were  next  admitted  to  the 
royal  piee^ice  to  deliver  their  address,  which  was 
read  by  the  town  clerlL.  From  the  palace  the  royal 
party  went  to  inspect  the  pin  manufactory,  for  which 
Gloucester  is  famous ;  and  they  also  paid  a  visit  to 
Mr.  Raikes,  the  celebrated  printe^  and  founder  of 
Sunday-Schools.  In  a  conversation  with  this  excellent 
man,  the  King  thani^ed  him  for  the  benefit  he  had  ren- 
dered the  community ;  and  the  Queen  well  observed, 
that  he  must  feel  a  peculiar  happiness  in  having  con- 
tributed so  much  to  that  of  others.  They  next  went 
into  the  county  infirmary,  inspected  its  economy,  and 
made  several  inquiries  respecting  the  patients*  On 
the  39th^  the  royal  family  went  to  dine  with  Lord 
Camden ;  who,  to  do  honour  to  the  occasion,  ordered 
his  cellar  doors  to  be  thrown  open,  that  the  crowds 
which  thronged  round  thc>  house  might  be  regaled  with 
ale  and  other  refreshments. 

The  King,  Queen,  princesses,  and  Duke  of  York, 
ne^Lt  paid  a  visit  to  the  Bishop  of  Worcester,  at 
Hartlelmry  Castle;  where,  after  breakfast,  and  in- 
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spectiiig  the  library,  the  royal  party  walked  on  the 
ffnen  terrace  in  the  chapel  garden,  purposely  to  shew 
themselves  to  an  immense  ass^nblage  of  people,  who 
flocked  in  £rom  the  Ticiaity.  The  day  being  exceed- 
iD^y  fine,  rendered  the  spectacle  highly  attractive. 
After  dinner  the  royal  family  returned  to  Cheltenham. 
As  the  meetii^  of  the  three  choirs  of  Gloucester, 
Hereford,  and  Worcester,  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows 
and  orfriians  of  the  clergy  of  those  dioceses,  was  about 
to  take  place  at  the  latter  city ;  his  Majesty  expressed 
his  inclination  to  honour  the  solemnity  with  his  pre- 
^nce.  Accordingly,  on  the  8th  of  August,  the  day 
preceding  the  commencement,  the  whole  royal  party 
left  Cheltenham  for  Worcester,  and,  having  accepted 
the  bishop's  invitation  to  take  up  their  abode  in  his 
palace,  they  arrived  there  about  eight  in  the  evening. 
On  this  occasion  all  the  houses  in  the  city  were  illami- 
nated.  and  many  were  decorated  with  emblematical 
devices,  manifesting  the  loyal  feelings  of  the  inhabitants. 
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iAetgy,  and  magifrtmtes^  atranged  them^ves  on  each 
rid«,  and  die  music  commenced;  consisting  of  the 
Overtate  in  Either,  the  Dettingeo  Te  Deam,  the  Ourd- 
aation  Anthem,  and  8<mie  select  portions  of  the  works 
of  fiandd,  to  whose  mnsic  the  King  was  much  at- 
tached. A  similar  ceremonial  and  entertainment  took 
place  the  next  day,  and  on  the  ensning  morning  the 
King  honooped  the  cofporation  with  a  visit  in  the 
towB^hall,  when  a  grand  procession  of  the  trades  with 
fluir  bi|nners  led  the  way ;  the  maces  were  borne  by 
tlie  aldermen,  and  Ae  swoid  of  state  by  the  mayor. 

After  Tiewing  the  pictures  and  other  cariosities  in 
the  4iaU,  the  royal  visitors  were  shewn  into  the  grand 
apaifment,  where  an  elegant  collation  had  been  ^fe- 
pared.      The  mayor  having    been    apprised    of   the 
.abstemioas  habits  of  the  King,  presented  a  jelly,  say- 
ing, that  he   hoped  it  wonld  be  honoured  with  his 
Majesty's  gracious  acceptance.     The  King  replied, 
''  I  do  hot  recollect  ever  drinking  a  glass  of  wine 
before  dinner  in  my  life ;  but  upon  this  interesting  and 
pleasing  occasion,  I  will  venture."    The  mayor  then 
filled  a  glass  with  some  rich  old  Mountain,  when  his 
Majesty  immediately  drank — ^^  Prosperity  and  hap- 
piness to  the  corporation  and  citizens  of  Worcester." 
This  being  made  known  to  the  populace,  produced 
universal  shoats  of  gratulation  and  applause  in  the 
ban,  the  avenues,  and  thtoughout  the  whole  town. 
The  King  then  addressed  himself  to  the  corporation, 
and  asked  them,  whether  thei*e  was  any  thing  in  his 
power  that  he  could  do  for  them,  to  mark  his  sense  of 
their  loyalty  ?    The  Earl  of  Coventry,  for  the  whole 
body>  answered,  that  they  begged  to  tendi^  their  most 
grateful  thanks  for  the  honour  which  his  Majesty  had 
done  their  city ;  but  that  they  had  nothing  further  to 
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but  when  be  came  to  the  bridge,  he  was  recognized,  and 
a  crowd  was  soon  collected.  Instead  of  b^g  alanoed 
or  displeased  by  their  gazing,  his  tfajesty  tamed 
roand,  and  said,  "  This,  I  suppose,  ia  Worcester  new 
bridged"  "Yes,  please  your  Majesty,  it  is,"  exclaimed 
a  loyal  cobbler :  "  Hien,"  said  the  King,  **  my  boys,  let 
us  have  a  bazza  for  it !"  Upon  this,  suiting  the  action 
to  the  word,  he  took  off  his  hat,  and  shoated ;  in  whidi 
he  was  joined  by  the  moltitade,  who  continued  hnzia- 
ing  him  all  the  way  to  the  palace. 

On  the  second  morning,  the  King  was  up,  and  walk- 
ing abroad  as  early  as  half  after  five.  He  went  fiist 
to  the  lodgings  of  his  equerries,  ctdonels  Digby  and. 
Gwynne,  where  he  found  the  maid-servant  cleaning 
the  door.  On  inquiring  for  the  two  officers,  she  laid 
down  her  mop  and  pail,  to  ring  the  bell ;  bat  the  King 
stopped  her,  and  desired  her  to  shew  him  where  the 
gentlemen  slept.    The  servant  obeyed,  and  bis  Ha- 
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sometimes  speaking  to  those  persons  whom  they  knew. 
At  half  after  one/ they  arrived  at  Noneham^  the  seat  of 
the  earl  of  Harconrt,  where  they  dined ;  and  then  set 
out  for  Windsor,  which  place  th^y  reached,  amidst  the 
acclamations  of  the  people,  about  half-past  nine  the 
si^ne  evening.  The  history  of  this  remarkable  excur- 
sion, it  was  deemed  necessary  to  give  in  the  present 
memoir,  as  bearing  a  near  relation  to  the  events  which 
followed  soon  after,  and  in  which  the  Duke  of  York 
was  pardcnlariy  concerned.  tUs  royal  highness  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  made 
an  excursion  to  Plymontb,  on  a  visit  to  their  brother 
IMnce  WUliam  Henry,  who  had  lately  arrived  from 
the  West  Indian^station. 
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FROU   A.  D.  1788  TO  1791. 

A  MODERN  writer  of  no  ordinary  character  has  ob- 
served, that  it  is  not  easy  to  imagine,  or  to  parallel  in 
history,  a  period  of  more  perfect  serenity  than  that 
which  England  presented  in  the  autumn  of  1788.  The 
King,  accompanied  by  the  Qaeen,  and  snnonnded  by' 
his  family,  after  having  tried  the  effects  of  a  relaxation 
from  public  business,  and  of  the  medicinal  waters  of 
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and  inyigorated  a  constitution  impaired  by  constant 
exertion. 

The  other  leaders  of  ministry  and  opposition,  having 
now  suspended  their  political  animosities,  were  dis- 
persed in  peaceful  inactivity  over  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  From  this  state  of  public  recreation 
and  festivity,  the  nation  was  rudely  and  suddenly 
roused,  by  the  reports  of  his  Majesty  being  attacked 
with  an  unexpected  and  dangerous  illness.  The  pre- 
cise nature  of  the  malady  was  for  several  days  un- 
ascertained, and  of  course  unexplained,  even  to  those 
persons  whose  residence,  about  the  court  should  have 
enabled  them  to  obtain  early  and  authentic  informa- 
tion. Meanwhile  common  fame  augmented  the  evil, 
and  the  death  of  the  sovereign  was  believed  to  have 
either  already  taken  place,  or  to  be  imminent  and 
inevitable. 

Time,  however,  gradually  unfolded  the  truth,  and 
changed  the  apprehensions  of  the  nation  in  regard  to 
the  real  situation  of  the  royal  patient.  His  disorder 
was  now  understood  to  be  an  affection  of  the  brain, 
which  produced  a  temporary  privation  of  reason.  As 
the  cause  of  this  alienation  of  the  mental  powers  was 
extraneous  and  violent,  a  hope  was  indulged  that  it 
would  only  be  of  short  duration;  but  the  issue  was 
uncertain,  while  the  suspension  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment, and  of  every  function  attached  to  the  regal  dig- 
nity, was  inmiediate  and  indisputable.  A  species  of 
interregnum  in  fact  took  place ;  though  unaccompanied 
by  any  of  those  circumstances  which  usually  charac- 
terize that  state  of  anarchy. 

The  people,  anxious,  and  with  eyes  directed  towards 
their  sovereign,  betrayed  no  sjrmptoms  of  confusion,  or 
tendency^  to  civil  commotion.      Mr.  Pitt,  the  prime 
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minister,  continued  to  enetaaa,  with  the  tacit  oooMnt 
of  the  Itiogdom,  the  powers  delegated  to  hia  before 
the  indiapoeitioD  of  his  royal  master;  and  tfaiu  the 
political  machine,  wdl  constmctod  and  property  orga- 
nized, sustained  no  derangement  or  injury  whatenrOT 
ftom  this  shock,  except  the  inoonTenieace  iufit^- 
rably  connected  with  delay  in  the  transactions  or  ii«> 
gociations  pending  with  foreign  courts. 

In  the  Btean  time  tlie  heir  to  the  monarchy  had 
ijnitted  Brighthelmstone  on  the  first  informatioa  of 
his  father's  midady,  and  repaired  to  Windsor,  whitber 
be  was  followed  in  all  haste  by  the  Duke  of  YoA.  On 
the  first  appearance  of  the  dreadful  complaint.  Sir 
George  Bi^er  was  sent  for,  but  after  prescribing  sane 
remedies  which  proved  inefitetnat,  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  call  in  the  other  royal  physicians,  whea 
rarioDS  consultations  were'  held,  and  means  employed, 
for  near  a  month,  to  reduce  the  fever;  whidi,  however, 
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call  up<m  a  principal  person  about  the  King,  and  to 
deliver  his  judgment.  He  knew  the  nature  of  the 
waters  well,  and  said  the  physicians  wonld  certainly 
do  an  injury  to  the  King,  for  that  they  were  ignorant 
of  what  tbey  were  about. 

.  Meanwhile  the  membws  of  the  administration,  as  well 
as  the  chief  of  their  opponents,  then  in  the  kingdom, 
hurried  up  to  the  metropolis  in  a  state  of  great  agita- 
tion, and  every  moment  exhibited  couriers  on  the  Wind- 
sor road,*' passing' backwards  and  forwards  with  un- 
usual celerity.  An  express  was  also  despatched  to 
the  continent  for  the  purpose  of  finding  Mr.  Fox,  and 
to  hastto  his  return  to  England. 

Ihiring  the  night  of  the  ninth  of  November,  the 
King's  disorder  seemed  to  have  reached  a  crisis ;  and 
it  was  attended  with  such  an  excess  of  frenzy,  that  it 
was  confidently  believed  he  could  not  }>ossibIy  live 
many  hours.  Mr.  Pitt  was  then  at  Windsor,  where 
he  continued  all  that  night  and  most  part  of  the  next 
day,  which  gave  some  kind  of  ground  to  a  report  that 
his  Majesty  was  dead.  The  news  spread  rapidly 
throughout  the  capital,  and  dejection  and  melancholy 
appeared  depicted  on  every  face.  Providentially,  how-, 
ever,  the  news  soon  received  a  decided  contradiction ; 
but  the  distress  of  the  public  mind  still  continued,  on 
finding  that  the  hopes  of  a  recovery  hung  upon  a  very 
slender  thread. 

What  served  to  render  the  situation  of  ministers 
peculiarly  difficult  under  this  calamity,  was  the  near 
termination  of  the  period  for  which  parliament  stood 
prorogued.  The  day  appointed  by  the  writ  for  the 
meeting  of  the  two  houses  was  the  thirtieth  of  Novem- 
ber; but  it  had  not  been  intended  that  they. should 
assemble  till  the  month  of  January.    The  suspension 
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ct  Ibe  royal  finurtibiU'gaTe'tlkmiapialtoinstivAt  Cii- 
colkr  letters  Ten  thenfibre  »nt  .to  th»  MtinkMl  m£  lh» 
legisltttnre  on  the  feurtoentb^  sigatfjadg  ta  thin*  IhHt 
fte iadispoiitioaitf  the  soveniBa  BMidateAift daobtM 
wbettfaer  there  wooM  be  a  poMihiiitf  e£>tteii9in§iiiim 
coanaamdl.'  M  Ofe  fiiillm  jiiiiiiigBlwii  of  pflriioiiyai 
I&  this  case  the  two  hotasea  ■niil'  MaBiaU*^aiiA:tka 
of  I 


VaiAlameftt  btui^  m^  -Ae  t^anoeller  ohsenaAi^  th* 
boiue  ofiocAa,  that  the  louon  ^  tbeik'  bdu^r-iOMi 
vAnHuUj  €Mei  togathsr,  withoat  Sbs'OfdiBaqi  Utie% 
for  the  despatch  of  bnsilwte,  aibMftaa<tli»«B«arilyaf 
the  El^s  fatdiflposilion,  vMeh.  rendewd-ati^niAMiUe 
for  hba'to'  approach  tJ^  toyi^  petaw  im  oiden.tiii 
ticetVi  WkdaaawajiB.  LordCaaidai'tlMteiiunaMed, 
that  the  coBtomary  jMctlctfi^  ghinf  fo«l^4a})aftiotic« 
previously  to  the  meeting  ot'  purlionieiit,  vma  not,  in 
his  opinion,  absolutely  necesaary.    Theca  was,  he  a 
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pfopemtioB  was  received  hi  ^eep  sjleace  hf  tlie  oppe- 
aite  side ^the houses  and  asseatcd  to  by  all  in  siute 
acquieeoeBoe.  .Hie  great  leader  of  the  phal^i^x  hafl 
not  yet  anftved';-  and  conse^iieiitiy  tipM).\^as.  wanted 
tc»'ad|«iat  aadrdetenaine  €^  the  fiu^pf  ^fw^tioijL.to  b^ 
micfi/od  -auder  CHPCBiMtaaceaiAa  e^Uramely  delicate, 
4Um1  ivvOlly  ■aii^pMBCQaeatea*  -  • 

•'  'in  tJie iatovali  wlwk  took  fli^cei  ihf,, afflicted  mo- 
iMtfoh  was  renoved  firom  Windsor  to  Kew,  whither  he 
'Wias-McoaipMiadi  bytM  •J^nka  of.York,  wbil^  She 
rPfflMa  of  Wfdasuretufaad  ^  Cadton  l][ouae.  It  is 
mM  «tha(t  thfr  Kwg  jhad  ft  stuang  poeseportiiiiea^  9i  bis 
4prowiDg  malady  #amer<iiae  ;be<i»re  it  .cam^  f9i«,  Abpiit 
ja'weekifBD'riana  itoiUs  ^Nioff  tfd(^  ill>  after  a  pulvate 
Jtfomoiti^  he  weirtfopito  Dr.  Ayrtoiij  the  leader  of  tlie 
iNOid^'aadilaiyiiig  bis  hi^  graciously  on  the  doctor's 
fifaotdderi  mM^  ^  I  ieacp  #if>  I  shall  not  be  able  long  to 
fheair  mnsie ;  ^  M  so  ^iffeets  my  head,  that  it  is  with 
Mate  -dificalty  J  ean  endure  iL"  Tbea  tur^g  round, 
he  «aftly*  cgaoulated^^''  Alw !  the  best  of  us  are  but 
llaifl'&iortali.r     ;  ' 

Vbe  piogMMie  nras  too  soon  fulfilled,  and  it  is 
paisftd  to  teeofd  ■  what  io}ltfwed«  While  the  nation 
at  large  "wan  inSMirsed  in  sorrow  at  the  melancholy 
ooadition  df  the  sovereign,  the  party  in  opposition 
•weie  neat  ^actively  ^employed  in  carrying  on  intrigues 
4or  the  poasession  -of  power  and  plac€^  The  priocipal 
agent  la  tioa  acandalous  business  was  that  political 
liatlequia,  Bichard  Sheridan,  who  unfortunately  had 
gained  too -much  influence  at  Carlton  House,  as  ap- 
pear8-4Wim4he  following  letter,  addressed  to  the  prince, 
at  this -awfid  juncture : — 

.    "Sir^ — From  the  intelligence  of  to-day^  we  are  led 
to  think  that  Pitt  will  make  something  more  of  a 
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l0mehaiH»  be  adofted  m  iIim  wcmi—,  Atf  A^ 
Hrifln  Im  MlmriUed  to  jamr  njral  Ug^Mo^s  niBM 
4tt»tkm',  mti  I  take  Ae  libntr  of  irpftMg  ay  Ana 
enmtelkm,  thai  it  will  l^vatly  adraace  yon  ro^ 
Mfltiwsf'*  credit,  aad,  fai  case  of  erarta,  faij  tlw 
trtrongest  ippmtnda  to  bafle  ererr  attenpt  at  ofipoailiaa 
to  four  royal  bjgfaneas'a  ja>t  ciains  and  right,  that 
the  buifnafe  of  tboae  who  aay  be,  ia  aay  sort,  ma- 
pacted  of  kmywing  yoor  royal  higfanesa's  wishes  and 
feeltngs,  sboald  be  tbat  of  p«at  moderatioD  in  dis- 
olahnlnit  all  party  views,  and  avowmg  tbe  ntmost 
readiness  to  aqaiesce  te  any  leasoaaUe  dday.  At  the 
same  time,  I  am  perfectly  awaie  of  the  arts  wfaioh  wHI 
lif  [iracfJBctl,  anil  th«  advantages  which  some  people 
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Captain  John  Willett  Vajne,  of  whom  mention  is 
inade  in  this  letter,  was  a  meritorious  officer  in  the 
royal  navy,  and  iallerwards  an  admiral.  He  at  this 
time  held  the  sitoation  of  comptroller  of  the  house- 
hold, on  the  establishment  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
was  in  attendance  upon  his  royal  highness,  during  the 
eariy  part  of  the  King's  illness,  at  Windsor.  That 
eyen  then^  the  party,  with  whom  he  was  connected, 
were'  on  the  alert  to  profit  by  the  dreadful  blow  which 
had  fallen  upon  the  mcmarch  and  the  nation,  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Sheridan  furnishes  a  proof: — 

''I  arriTed  here  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
after  Pitt  had  left  it.  I  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  the  Prince  fans  just  written  to  the  chancellor, 
and  sent  by  express,  which  will  give  you  the  outline 
of  the  conrersation  with  the  Prince,  as  well  as  the 
situation  of  the  King's  health.  I  think  it  an  advisable 
measure,  as  it  is  a  sword  that  cuts  both  ways,  with- 
out being  unfit  to  be  shewn  to  whom  he  pleases,  but 
which,  he  wiU,  I  think,  understand  best  himself.  Pitt 
desired  the  longest  delay  that  could  be  granted  with 
propriety,  previous  to  the  declaration  of  the  present 
calamity.  The  Duke  of  York,  who  is  looking  over 
me,  and  is  just  come  out  of  the  King's  room,  bids  me 
add  that  his  Majesty's  situation  is  every  moment  be- 
coming worse.  His  pulse  is  weaker  and  weaker ;  and 
the  doctors  say  it  is  impossible  to  survive  it  long,  if 
his  situation  does  nottake  some  extraordinary  change 
in  a  few  hours. 

''  So  far  had  I  got  when  your  servant  came,  meaning 
to  send  this  by  the  express  that  carried  the  chancellor's 
letter;  in  addition  to  which,  the  Prince  has  desired 
Doctor  Warren  to  write  an  account  to  him,  which  he 
is  now  doing.     His  letter  says,  if  an  amendment  does 
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iriot  take  place  to  twaitjr-filttt  feMttb,  jtfs  tepoarible 
-fiir  tfie  Kidg  to  nipport  it:'-^  mAM  to  'fate,  htfwtt 
aaswer  tot  bis  uctrer  living  to  be  declared  a  Innntto. 
I  sa7^  tUs  to  yoa  in  «i«fi<iMice.- (tiiwifch' I  ^rtmhot 
answer  for  briMgMt«fii^e,)a«  it' goes  by^tMit^liMi 
mmaJt^  but  laeed  bot  add,  yonr-own  dtscMCtenl'ii'fll 
ranind  yoo'  how  nebeuarylt  is  titat  neiawfiMy-wtftBfe 
Aorthoae'Inse  shfixdd  tw  quoted  erni  to'  inanlrtf  bar 
j>Mt  faoids,  irime  Tepotitioc,  irltiicmt  any  ffi  Imiu- 
dAn,  might  biutrate  Ifae  tiem  tbey'doaot  aM['"-  ''  " 

"Witb  leqiect  to  the  papers,  tl)e>Pk4iice  Ibildctf'jrM 
^Bd^  faBttw  leare  tfcem  to  'timttridreB,  aa'  hfe  tfeMtbt 
mftbocire  any  report,  'nor  can  be'c<ntxadtct'fttf'wMtlt : 
A'fcw  bonrs  nniat,  erery  indiridiml-says.'MM&a&Me  ear 
-^ttlq^anii^aBd  tfaereioteall  ptteaatton'milMt  bb*'htod>- 
rtiis^  hbwwer,  do  %fcat  yoa  thfaft  -beM:  "fiU' rioykl 
^Sf^im  'woidd  -iMlte  to  ivu  bfiuuir;  ^M' tHta  itf^tlt- 
-dflblw  U  ta  wU  not  pbiuittt    flbcA  lids  llHitcr  %M 


MBMOIR.  Oir  TUB  DV&B  OP  YQBE^  193 

^  I  have  beea  mock  plcauted  with  the  l>uke'8  aeal^ 
Binct  oqr.  retunij  especially  im  this  ewamuiucatioii  to 

IntaBOthm;  lettet  the  wzitor  aajtk,-^**  Thct  Kiag;  last 
QigMi  abpat  tndhre  o'clock^  being  then  ia  a  aitaation 
lie.,iiKndd  qot  long  harei  survLvedr  by  the  effect  of 
Jaqf|ft'a..poivdBr».  had  a.  pr^tfqse  atool^  after  which  a 
strong  ^cDipiKatiQa  apfiearedU  and  he;  fdl  iato  a  pro- 
fbiPld  sleep*  Wt^mete  in  hepes  tins  was  the  crisis  of 
his  disoider,  al^ngbthn  dectow  were  feaxfol  it  was 
sa.on^.  with.nwpect.  to. cms  part  of  his  dib^der. 
Hf^pevec^  these,  hopes,  continafid  not.  above  an  hour, 
whepft/ha.awei4Sp.wi|ka.  wdl-<:oBditk»ied  skin^  no  extra^ 
o«diqa^4^gce%ef.ferer«Imt  with  the  exitct  static  he 
was.ia  hefipw,  with  all  the  gestures  and  raying  of  the 
most  coDlrmed  maaisie,.  and  a  naw  noise^  in  imitatioA 
^,the  hawJipgef  a. dog;,  in  this  sitiiajtiouhe  was  this 
mofn^ng  j|t  wfi  o'ckiek,  when  we  cane  to  bed.  The 
Dnl^e  ofyods^.^ahaa.  been  twice  in  my  room  in  the 
cottcse.^of,  tii^.^ight^  jsamediaJtely  Arom  the  King*3 
apartmefiti' says,  thfii^B  has  not  been  one  moment  of 
lucid;  interval., dlKHOg  the  whole  nighty  uhich^  I  must 
obsfrxe  tpryou».ls.thiB  concurring  as  well  as  fatal  tes- 
timony ,<|f  all  aboujC  hini>  from,  the  iir^t  moment  of  his 
Majesty's  confinsment*.  Th^  diBK^tors  have  since  had 
their,  consultation,  Sdad  ind  his  Majesty  calmer^  and 
his  pulse  tolerably  good  and  much  reduced^  but  the 
most  decided  symptoms  of  insanity.  His  theme  has 
been  ali  this  day  on  the  subject  of  religion,  and  of  his 
being  inspired,  from  which  his  physicians  draw  the 
worst  consequences^  as  to  any  hopes  of  amendment. 
In  Hiis  sijbuatioa  bis  Majesty  remains  at  the  present 
QieiQimt,  yrhich  I  give  you  at  length,  to  prevent  your 
giving  credit  to  the  thousand  ridiculous  reports  that 
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we'bear,ev«i'DpoD  the  spot.  Trnth  is->nit«uil^got 
At  in  palaoe8>  aikd  so  I-finfl  hete;  and  tine  «Bly 
slowly  briags  it  to  one's  knowledge.  One  hears  a 
llHle  bit  every  day  &<om  somebody,  that  has  been-^ 
served  with  gnat  costiveiiess,  or  purposely  foi^ttn; 
and  byall  such  accounts  I  find  that  the  pTeseiit;dis>, 
temper  has^eatr  very  palpalde  for  some,  time.past, 
pferioas  to  any  ctmfisciW&t  trma  sickness  ;  and  so:  ^k 
prehensive  have  the  people  aboat '^nJ^een^f^gHrpje 
oStatx  by  intermption,  that  the  two  days  (vis.  yeator-: 
day  se'nnigfat,  and  the  Monday  foUowiag,)  that  he  waa 
five  boors  each  mi  horseback,  he  was  in  a  confianed 
frMizy,  On  the  Monday  at  his  return,  he.bHrstint«.iiaH 
to  tlie  Doke  of 'York,  and  said, '  He  wished  to  Godha 
might  die,  for  he  was  going  to  be  mad :"  fnd  the  Qassiy 
Who  sent  to  Dr.  Wanen,  on  his  arrival  privately  fjOBK 
municated  her  knowledge  c^  his  situation  tvi  some  time 
past,  and  the  melancholy  event  as  it  stood  exposed. 
I  am  prolix  upon  all  these  difl'erent  reports,  that  ) 
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''So  fiur  I  liad  proceeded,  when  I  was,  on  some 
butmess  of  importance,  oblig^ed  to  break  off  till  now  ; 
and  on  my  return,  found  your  letter:  I  need  not,  I 
hope,  say  your  confidence  is  as  safe  as  if  it  was 
returned  to  your  own  mind,  and  your  advice  will 
always  be  thankfiiUy  adopted.    The  event  we  looked 
for  last  nif[ht  is  postponed,  perhaps  for  a  short  time, 
so  that  at  least  we  shall  have  time  to  consider  more 
maturely.    The  doctors  told  Pitt  they  would  beg  not 
to  be  oUiged  to  make  their  declaration  for  a  fortnight, 
as  to  the  incurability  of  the  King's  mind ;  and  not  to 
be  surprised,  if ,  mi  Ike  expiration  of  that  time,  they 
should  ask  moro  tfanft  ;•  but  that  they  were  perfectly 
ready  to  declare  now,  for  the  furtherance  of  public 
business,  that  he  is  now  insane ;  that  it -appears  to  be 
unconnected  with  any  other  disease  of  his  body,  and 
that  they  have  tried  all  their  skill  without  efiect,  and 
that '  to  the  disease  they  at  present  see  no  end  in  their 
contemplation :' — these  are  their  own  words,  which  isi 
all  that  can  be  implied  in  an  absolute  declaration, — for 
infallibility  cannot  be  ascribed  to  them. 

^*  Should  not  something  be  done  about  the  public 
amusements  ?  If  it  was  represented  to  Pitt,  it  might 
embarrass  them  either  way :  particularly  as  it  might 
call  for  a  public  account  every  day.  I  think  the  chan- 
cellor might  take  a  good  opportunity  to  break  with  his 
colleagues,  if  they  propose  restriction :  the  law  autho- 
rity would  have  great  weight  with  us,  as  well  as  pre- 
venting even  a  design  of  moving  the  city: — at  all 
events,  I  think  parliament  would  not  confirm  their 
opinJ<Mi.  If  Pitt  stirs  much,  I  think  any  attempt  to 
grasp  at  power  might  be  fatal  to  his  interest ;  at  least, 
well  turned  against  it." 

It  is  clear  from  this  correspotidence,  that  the  party, 

o 
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instead  of  waiting  a  decent  time  for  ihp  resiUt-of^t^ 
severe  visitatioo,  and  suspendinf}  proceedin{{s  tUl,  f^ 
meeting  of  parliament,  were  extremely  active,  at,  tj:^ 
very  commencement  of  the  royal  disorder,  in  lal^uiijg^g 
to  distract  tbe  measures  (tf  govermnent,  with  ibe  aj^ 
aim  of  grasping  at  power.  To  attain  this  p^jjSf^t, 
Sheridan  formed  a  plan,  as  he  thought  most  hajipijj, 
of  drawing  the  chancellor  away  from  his  colle^jjpii^fi. 
That  Lord  Thurlow  listened  to  the  proposals,  canm^ 
yell  be  doubted ;  but  there  is  every  reason  to  beUp^f, 
that  in  doing  so  be  only  meant  to  baffle  the  intrigpfw, 
and  to  tnm  the  tables  upon  the  taction  by  makingUm- 

self  thorooi^y  acquainted  with  tbeir  projects 

In  the  midst  of  these  transactions,  Mr.  .Fox  arrive^* 
after  a  journey  which  he  performed  with  incredibly 
expedition,  from  Bcdogna,  and  immediately  assuBoetf 
his  pre-eminence  in  the  counsels  of  bis  party.  Upoi^ 
this  occasion.  Captain  Payne  wrote  the  followiog 
letter  to  Sheridan:  — 
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disijovefy  of  sdme  material  sfate-secrets ;  at  which  be 
l&cked  astonished.'  Hie  physicians  wish  him  to  be  rcr 
mbved  to  Kew ;  on  which  we  shall  proceed  as  we  set- 
ti^i  Have  you  heard  any  thing  of  the  foreign  minis«- 
ietif,  res^pecting  what  the  Prince  said  at  Bagshot  ?  The 
l^rUiicttmaii  has  been  here  two  days  nmning,  but  has 
not  s^en.  the  Prince.  He  sat  with  me  half  an  hour 
Uds  morning,  and  seemed  much  disposed  to  confer  a 
little  rlosely.  He  was  all  admiration  and  friendship 
fctf  the  Prince',  and  said  he  was  sure  every  body  wonid 
Khite  to  ^ve  vigonr  to  his  goyemment. 

'^To-morrow  you  shall  hear  particulars;  in  thet 
mean  time  I  can  only  add,  I  have  none  of  the  appre- 
hi^hsions  contaifaed  in  Lord  Loughborough's  letter. 
I  "hare  had  correspondence  enough  myself  on  this 
suftject  to  convince  me  of  the  impossibility  of  the 
ministry  managing  the  present  parliament  by  any 
contrivance  hostile  to  the  Prince." 

Fox  bad  too  much  discernment  not  to  perceive  that 
the  scheme  laid  before  his  return^  was  calculated  to 
embarrass,  rather  than  to  further^  the  views'  of  his 
political  friends.  He  suspected  that  the  chancellor 
would  be  too  deep  for  them,  and  Lord  Loughborough 
was  so  well  convinced  of  the  fact,  that  he  wrote  as 
follows  to  Sheridan  on  the  subject : — 

**  I  was  afraid  to  pursue  the  conversation  on  the 
drciimstance  of  the  inspection  committed  to  the  chan- 
cellor, lest  the  reflections  that  arise  upon  it  might 
have  made  too  strong  an  impression  on  some  of  our 
neighbours  last  night.  It  does  indeed  appear  to  me 
full  of  mischief,  and  of  that  sort  most  likely  to  affect 
the  apprehensions  of  our  best  friends,  and  to  increase 
their  reluctance  to  take  any  active  part. 

**  The  chancellor's  olyect  evidently  is  to  make  hia 
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way  by  himself^  and  he  has  managed  hitherto  as'<  one 
very  well  practised  in  that  game.    His  conveffBitiiHUi, 
both  Mrith  you  and  Mr.  Fox^  were  encoaragingy.  but  at 
the  same  time  checked  all  explanations  on  his  put, 
under  a  pretence  of  delicacy  towards  his  ooUeagaMi. 
When  he  let  them  go  to  Salthill,  and  contrived  to 
at  Windsor^  ho  certainly  took  a  step  that  most 
wonld  have  felt  not  very  delicate  in  its  appeaiapnoa  | 
and^  unless  there  was    some  private  understandUag 
between  him  and  them^  not  altogether  fair,  especiill^ 
if  you  add  to  it  the  sort  of  conversation  he  held  itMh 
regard  to  them.     I  cannot  help  thinking  that  ibe 
difficulties  of  managing  the  patient,  have  been  exdteA 
or  improved  to  lead  to  the  proposal  of  his  inspedtioBy 
(without  the  Prince  being  conscious  of  it ;)  for  by  t&act 
situation  ho  gains  en  easy  and  frequent  access  to  hin^ 
and  an  opportunity  of  possessing  the  contidence  of  the 
Queen.     I  believe  this  the  more,  from  the  account  of 
the  tenderness  he  shewed  at  his  first  interview;  fi>r, 
I  am  sure,  it  is  not  in  his  character  to  feel  any.    Widr 
a  little  instruction  from  Lord  Hawkesbury,  the  sort  erf 
management  that  was  carried  on  by  means  of  the 
Princess  Dowager,  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign,  may 
easily  be  practised.     In  short,  I  think  he  will  try  to 
find  the  key  of  the  back  stairs,  and,  with  that  in  his 
pocket,  take  any  situation  that  preserves  his  access, 
and   enables    him  to  hold  a  lino  between    different* 
parties.     In  the  present  moment,  however,  he  has 
taken  a  position  that  puts  the  command  of  the  house 
of  lords  in  his  hands.    I  wish  Mr.  Fox  and  yoa 
would   give    these   considerations   what  weight   yoa 
think  they  deserve,  and  try  if  any  means  can  be  taken 
to  remedy  this  mischief,  if  it  appears  in  the  same  light 
to  you.'* 
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14  is  bM  that  on  one  occasion,  when  Lord  Thor- 
low  hod  a  priTttte  interview  with  the  Prince,  he  at 
pairting  carried  away  the  hat  of  his  royal  highness 
instead  o£  his  own>  and  that  the  circumstance  pro- 
duced considerable  merriment  among  his  associates, 
wlio  from  tiieace  became  acquainted  with  the  secret 
negociation  which  the  chancellor  was  carrying  on  to 
seome  tiie  favour  of  the  rising  sun.  One  thing,  how- 
crfBr,  which  has  confounded  the  sagacity  of  those  his- 
tteians  who  have  professed  to  be  most  intimately 
informed  on  this  subject,  is  the  rupture  of  the  sup- 
posed treaty  just  at  the  critical  moment  when,  accord- 
ing to  them^  it  was  definitively  settled. 

Here  oonjecturer  has  been  called  in  to  supply  the 
place  of  evidence;  and  while  some  have  supposed 
that  Tburlow,  foreseeing  a  probability  of  the  King's 
recovery,  retreated  quickly  from  the  precipice  on  which 
be  stood,  others  imagine  that  he  'vas  overreached  by 
Loughborough,  whose  views  were  bent  upon  the  Great 
Seal,  in  which  he  was  supported  by  Fox,  who  had  a 
mortal  aversion  to  the  chancellor.  Hie  first  of  these 
surmises  is  palpably  ridiculous;  for  at  the  period  in 
question,  the  situation  of  the  King  presented  no  chance 
of  a  recovery;  and  the  second  is  negatived  by  the 
fiEu^t  that  Loughborough  had  so  far  consented  to  the 
plan  proposed,  as  to  accept  the  office  of  president  of 
the  council,  instead  of  the  chancellorship.  That  Thur- 
low  received  the  overtures  of  a  union  with  these  ca- 
baUers,  is  put  beyond  doubt ;  but  it  is  no  less  clear, 
frcHu  the  written  evidence  produced,  that  he  never 
committed  himself,  during  the  negociation,  so  far  as 
to  give  any  pledge  of  his  assent.  In  truth,  he  heard 
all,  and  said  nothing  that  could  implicate  him  in  any 
case ;  for  neither  did  his  friends  recede  from  him  on 
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thffl  lurcoant,  nor  did  bis  adrersiaTles  dare 'to  reproach 
him  for  his  tergiversation.  This  the  latter  wonld 
bare  done,  beyond  aD  question,  had  they  possessed 
sabstantiat  proofs  of  the  chancellor's  treachery  and 
doable  dealing.  Instead,  however,  of  attacking  him' 
for  tbe  part  he  bad  acted  in  this  affair,  they  all  re- 
niftined  silent,  even  when  he  ponred  ont  the  tbunder  of 
his  eloquence  in  denunciations  against  those  cx>artiefB 
who  had  deserted  their  master  in  his  atmost  need. 

While  tlie  party  in  opposition,  who  by  way  of  dis-: 
tinction  called  themselves  the  Prince's  Friends,  wen 
thus  exerting  themselves  to  supplant  the  King's 
ministers,  the  latter  were  aware  that  the  public  into- 
resta  required  snch  an  establishment  as  should,  in  tbo 
event  of  the  royal  recovery,  be  attended  with  as  feir 
changes  as  possible.  In  deliberating  upon  the  coursd 
to  be  pursued,  they  discovered  three  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding that  tuigfat  be  adopted,  and  as  many  forms  of 
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mept  the  task  of  eKamiuing  precedents,  and  providing 
ai:emedy.. 

Accordingly  J  at  the  re-assembling  of  the  two  houses, 
qn,  the  fourth  of  December,  a  report,  of.  the  board  of 
ppvy  council,  containing  an  examination  of  the  phy* 
sicians,  was  presented  by  Lord  Camden  to  the  peers, 
and  Mr.  Pitt  to  the  commons.  It  was  then  suggested, 
that,  when  the  delicacy  of  the  subject,  and  the  dignity 
of  the  personage  in  question,  were  considered,  parlia- 
ment would  probably  perceive  the  propriety  of  acting 
upon  the  report,  rather  than  of  demanding  more  direct 
and  ample  information.  Upon  this,  some  of  the  oppo- 
sition members  expressed  their  doubts  whether  parlia-r 
ment .  could,  consistently  with  its  privileges,  dispense 
with  particular  evidence.  Respect  was  paid  to  these 
doubts,  and,  on  the  eighth,  it  was  resolved  that  each 
house  should  appoint  a  committee  to  examine  and  re- 
port the  sentiments  of  the  royal  physicians.  The 
report  of  the  house  of  commons  was  brought  up  on  the 
tenth,  when  a  farther  proposition  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Pitt  for  the  appointment  of  another  conunittec,  to 
examine  and  report  precedents  of  cases,  in  which  the 
personal  exercise  oi  the  royal  authority  had  been  pre- 
vented, or  interrupted,  by  infancy,  sickness,  infirmity, 
or  otherwise,  with  a  view  to  provide  for  the  same. 

Immediately  upon  this  motion,  Mr.  Fox  rose,  and 
boldly  laid  claim  to  the  vacant  sceptre  in  the  name 
and  on  behalf  of  the  heir  apparent,  as  devolving  to 
him  of  the  nature  of  a  personal  right.  He  said,  that 
the  circumstances  to  be  provided  for  did  not  depend 
upon  their  deliberations  as  a  house  of  parliament,  but 
rested  elsewhere.  There  was  then  a  person  in  the 
kingdom,  different  from  any  other  person  that  any 
existing  precedents  could  refer  to— a  heir  apparent,  of 
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jbL  j;p;  jiu    -igiiiry   u-  iucaH  be  Hjal  power. 

aoiBKicssxE^y,  u=  u  ^cvcaL  vsa  «I  hewing  >FMd 

dxnsM  •k'  at  ivyft;  asmittt.  Fnn  what  he  kad 
:c*i  tfc  a^^cir?-.  croK  ^  iotv  mt  itti  fvmmA  of  Ike 
t>«,  ISO.  »u:  Wis  «cm  mon  pRoafts.  «f  Ae  i|iuiC 
4^  tK  c«ttKin:Ma :  nixs  «T<f7  reaaoiuat  aad  aaaikigr 
Aawm  bn^  aim  focz«c$,  ht-  6t<iutd  itet  kt  fcad  n*^ 
n  B£i  Miai  «  dmK  a»d  W  ihooM  chi^  ^iamOt 
emifasi*  tf  ^  did  mm  Ckke  tse  fiist  «ppMtai^.ff 
dvcianaf  it.  ihac.  la  tW  pr»nt  coadittoo  gf  Us 
"Ui^exXt  hif  K>jal  h^haess  thr  Pdnce  of  Walej  fcad 
Aii  cifiu  mad  a»  expDnj«  a  li^t  to  exercise  the  jfoma 
oi  soTnvifMT,  dithaf  the  coDOBiHikce  of  the  illiMiM 
and  iaca^tacity  vith  which  it  bad  pleaded  God  t^ 
afflict  hi«  M^sty.  as  in  the  case  of  the  natural  demise 
oi'  the  King. 

Mr-  Fo^.  perrriving  a  general  esptcaaionol' surprise 
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tetienikftL  tot  thone  p^ciples  as  tllfe  ftandamentals 
df  artt  ctostitatioil.  Mfr.  Fox  coticUid^  by  saying— 
OM,  wit&  respect  to  precedents,  there  wefe  not6- 
flously  none  which  ap|ilied  to  the  present  in^tanc^e; 
arid  that,  fherefore,  no  adequate  reason  cotild  be 
alleged  for  the  proposed  delay. 

It  was  noticed,  dnrfaig  the  dellTerinlg  of  this  speech, 
fbat  the  comitenance  of  the  minister  assumed  a  more 
tKan  ordinary  afrinfation ;  and  scarcely  had  Mr.  Fox 
ottered  Chef  bold  declaration  respecting  ttie  natural 
right  of  the  Prince  to  assume  the  sovereignty,  than 
he  ctapped  his  band  cxultingly  upon  his  thigb,  and, 
f«mitig  to  tfie  persoli  who  sat  next  him,  said, ''  Now 
vfitt  1  un-whfg  the  gentleman  for  the  rest  of  his  life.*^ 
Pftt  Wrb  as  ^ood  as  his  word,  and  never  did  that  great 
mad  display  more  skill  in  political  tactics  than  upon 
this  occasion.  In  the  character  of  first  minister  of 
the  crown,  he  liad  frequently  been  considered  the 
determined  advocate  of  prerogative ;  but  now  he  per- 
ceived an  opening  to  clear  himself  from  that  stigma, 
dtid  to  turn  the  tables  upon  his  powerful  rival.  Ac- 
cordingly he,  with  his  usual  felicity  of  argument  and 
illustration,  asserted  freely,  that  whatever  rights 
might  attach  to  the  sovereignty,  there  could  be  none 
to  the  office  of  regent  but  what  were  conferred  by 
paritament,  and  tiiat  in  every  case  where  the  regal 
ftinctions  are  suspended  by  the  infirmity  of  tlie  mo- 
narch, the  two  branches  of  the  legislature  alone  are 
competent  to  supply  the  deficiency,  as  well  with 
fegafd  to  the  person  to  be  appointed,  as  the  powers 
with  which  he  shall  be  invested.  Having  taken 
bis  stand  upon  this  ground,  the  minister  said — he  did 
ilot  Iwsltate  to  affirm,  that  to  assert  such  a  right  in 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  otherwise   than   as   it  might 
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be  giren  him  by  the  two  houses  of  parliatoent, '  was 
little  less  than  treason  to  the  constitution  of  -jdiiB 
CDontry ;  adding  iu  conclnsion,  that,  except  by  their 
election,  the  Prince  had  no  more  abstract  right  to 
assume  the  reins  of  goivemment  wbile  his  fkther  was 
living,  than  any  other  individufd  in  England."  He 
desired,  therefore,  that  every  man  in  that  honsc,  ta/i 
every  man  in  the  nation,  would  consider,  that  on  their 
proceedings  depended  as  well  the  constitution  as  the 
interest  and  honour  of  the  sovereign,  who  was  ibat/rv- 
edly  the  idol  of  his  people. 

"tias  called  up  Mr.  Burlce,  who  animadverted  in 
strong  terms  upon  the  language  of  the  minister ;  bdt 
it  was  evident  that  the  latter  had  gained  an  ascen- 
dancy which  could  not  be  shaken,  and  tlie  motion  for 
a  committee  of  precedents  was  carried  without  a 
division. 

A  simOu-  line  of  proceeding  took  place  the  next  day 
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Lord  Thuriow  expressed  great  poncem  that^  in  the 
progress  of  a  business  so  pccnliarly  critical,  the 
slightest  appearance  of  a  difference  of  opinion,  or  of 
Qiipleasant  altercation^  should  have  arisen.  Had  they 
¥iaited.  for  the  ultimate  question,  there  would  not 
probably  have  been  found  much  disagreement  on  any 
4i4e,  and  tonsequently  mucji  of  the  present  discussion 
might  have  beea  spared.  He  added,  that  nothing 
be  had  yet  heard  gave  satisfiiction  to  his  mind ;  and 
that,  therefore,,  he  wished  to  have  the  full  advantage 
of  every  precedent  and  analogy  that  could  be  found. 
The.  dianceUpr,  however,  commended  Lord  Lough- 
bpiougli  ^  speaking  of  a  Prince  of  Wales  in  the 
abstract,  and  without  affecting  to  rest  any  part  of  his 
af]gument  on  Ihe  personal  virtues  of  the  heir  apparent, 
who  should  always  have  his  applause,  when  the  ex- 
pression of  it  did  not  savour  of  impertinence. 

On  the  following  day,  Mr.  Fox,  after  alluding  to  the 
mamsieT  in  which  he  had  been  treated  by  Lord  Camden, 
entered  upon  an  explanation  of  his  former  language. 
In  the  first  place,  he  declared  that  he  had  delivered 
his  private  judgment,  and  by  no  means  spoken  from 
the  authority  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  With  respect 
to  the  doctrine  itself,  the  Prince,  in  his  conception, 
had  the  right,  but  the  adjudication  of.  it  lay  in  the  two 
houses  of  parliament.  He  acknowledged  that  more 
diffcvence  of  opinion  had  prevailed  upon  the  subject 
than  be. could  have  expected;  adding,  that  he  was 
not  solicitous  about  terms,  and  whether  the  Prince 
possessed  an  inherent  right  or  an  irresistible  claim, 
he  should  be  satisfied,  provided  the  sole  administra- 
tion of  the  government,  with  the  unlimited  exercise 
of  all  the  regal  functions,  were  vested  in  his  royal 
highness.     He  concluded  by  calling  upon  Mr.  Pitt  to 
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ste^  the.  systraft  be  intended  to  pmsne,.  m  beiag  a 
pojint  of  jone  oonaeqneoce  tima  the  Rbatiict  q 
altfllif.  wtuch  they  bad  been  hithmto  emplojed. ' ' 

'The  iniuister  declared,  that  tiftt  qoestioD  wbioh  te4 
besu  Htuted,  respecting  the  rif^ts  of  pttrlmmortt^iHw 
of  too  nuich  isapartaucA  to  be  slighted.  It  wtu-oM, 
that  iavtdred  the  security  wf  ou  libeitiek  .and.^tha 
safety  of  the  state.  He  granted,  that  if  then  wew.  IW. 
Pftriiwnewt  in  existmice,  the  heir  apparont.  ia  comsMrt 
with  othw  persons  In  high  situation,  might  have  issued' 
wriii  and  eoQTened  a  legislative  asaembly.  Swoh* 
pipceeding  would  be  justified  by  necessity ;  botihat  it 
frook)  ha  a  legal  summons  he  must  absolntoly  dssy. 
With  respect  to  the  measares  which  it  might  be  tktcvh 
8aryitq«dopt,be  was  willing  to  aduowMge^  tbaf^Ms  a 
matter  of  discretion,  and  on  the  ground  of  Qsp«dieocy* 
it  was  bi^y  desirable,  that  -wbtttever  part  -of  <be 
regal  pow«r  was  to  be  exercised  at  aU,  U  iteuld  be 
vested  in  a  lingle  psrson.  and  that  persita  the  Prim* 
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bad  been  •dvaneed  for  bis  mytt  -highBefl6,.and  depte- 
catiDf  tuy  fitfdier  dificiuwrion  of  it^  be,  in  a  lofty  to^, 
warned  Mi^  Pitt  of  Cb#  danger  ol  pio^oldng  tiiat  claim 
tote  affsertedy  wbich  bad  M»t  yet  bom  jpreferred.  Of 
tb&i'4Qad70rtiDi)e»  or  what  dse  it  aiigbt  bo  called,  the 
iBiaister  imaiediately  availed  bbMelf,  and  said,  tbat 
ba^^had  now  an  additional  ndas<m  for  asserting  the 
aulhoiity  of  the  House,  and  defining  the  boundaries  of 
Bigb^  when  the  deliberative  Acuities  of  parliament 
wiera -^  directly  invaded>  and  an  indecent  menace  was 
throtmonty  ta  awe  and  inflnence  their  proceedings. 
In  the  discnssion  of  the  question,  the  house,  he  trusted, 
wonld'  do  Hieir  duty,  in  spite  of  every  threat  Men 
who  felt  Aefar  native  freedom,  would  not  submit  to  such 
a  menace,  however  .high  the  authority  from  which  it 
might  coaie. 

The  day  ^appointed  for  the  bouse  of  commons  to 
resolve  itsdf  into  a  committee  on  the  state  o(  the 
nation, 'Wafl  the  MaLteenth ;  and  on  the  preceding  day 
an  attempt  was  made  in  the  lords,  by  Earl  Fitzwilliam 
and  other  peers,  to  deprecate  the  discussion  of  a  topic, 
whicii  they  wdU  knew  tended  to  bring  odium  upon 
their  party. 

At  this  critical  jonoture,  the  Duke  of  York  also 
exevted  himseif  to  prevent  the  agitation  of  the  ques- 
tion. No  claim  of  right,  he  said,  had  been  set  up  by 
the  Prince  of  Wales ;  and  he  was  perfectly  assured, 
that  his  brother  too  well  understood  the  sacred  prin- 
ciples which  seated  the  house  of  Brunswick  on  the 
British  throne,  ever  to  assume  or  attempt  to  exercise 
any  power,  let  his  claim  be  what  it  might,  that  was 
not  dedved  from  the  will  of  the  people,  as  comveyed 
through  the  constitutional  voice  of  tlieir  legal  represen- 
tatives. 
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This  declaratioD,  delivered  in  a  mimly  and  pathetic 
tone,  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  whole  house, 
wbich  remained  silent  for  some  ninates.  The  chancel- 
lor then  arose,  and  afEer  paying  some  handsome  but 
merited  compliments  to  the  royal  Duke,  taraed  in  a 
diO^erent  strain  of  eloquence  upon  those  peers  who,' 
during  the  present  agitated  state  of  poblic  -effafts,  had 
abandoned  their  sovereign,  upon  whom  they  depended 
for  many  sabstantial  favours.  "  My  own  debt  of  gnUi- 
tade  to  tbe  King,"  said  liie  noble  speaker,  "is  ample; 
and  when  I  foi^et  it,  or  forsake  him,  nay  God  forgit 
and  forsake  me !" 

Tbe  two  leading  propositions  introduced  by  Mr;  Pitt 
in  the  house  of  commons,  were  of  a  dedaratory  nature; 
one  affirming  that  the  personal  exercise  of  the  royal 
authority  was  interrupted,  and  the  other,  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  parliament  to  supply  the  defect.  Tbe 
minister  acknowledged  that  any  abatiaot  question 
rtouid   be   unnecessary,    and    the  disci 
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to  do  it  fiilly'and  explicitly,  their  conduct  wonld 
undoubtedly  be  ascribed  to  motives  of  personal  inte- 
rest; rather  than  a  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  crown, 
and  the  welfare  of  the  country'^ 

Mr.  Fox  replied  to  the  minister  in  a  yery  able,  but 
caustic  speech,  in  which,  after  ridiculing  the  whole 
string  of  }icec€idents  as  inapplicable  to  the  occasion,  he 
maintained  that  the  plan  intended  to  be  pursued  would 
alter  the  govamment,  and  overturn  the  constitution. 
''The  right  to  mak«  laws  rested  in  the  entire  legislature, 
and.  not  in  the  concurrence  of  any  two  of  its  branches. 
The  safety  of  the  whole  depended,  not  upon  the  pa- 
triotism of  any  one  member  of  the  legislature,  but  on 
the  separate  interests  of  the  three,  prone  to  the  ex- 
tension of  their  individual  power,  and  uniting  from 
different  views  in  promoting  the  benefit  of  the  commu- 
nity."' Having  advanced  and  illustrated  this  meta- 
phyi^ical  sophism,  which  in  fact  is  at  direct  variance 
with  what  was  done  at  the  Revolution  by  the  conven- 
tion parliament,  when  the  regal  office  was  in  deli- 
quium;  Mr.  Fox,  with  much  subtlety,  proceeded  to 
dilate  on  the  distinction  between  the  political  and 
natural  capacity  of  the  King.  He  next  made  a  furious 
attack  upon  the  minister,  for  saying,  ''that  the  heir 
apparent  had  no  more  .right  to  the  regency  than  he 
had ;"  and  all  this  for  the  paltry  triumph  over  a  politi- 
cal antagonist,  and  to  insult  a  prince  whose  favour  he 
was  conscious  he  had  not  deserved. 

"  In  regard  to  myself,"  Mr.  Fox  said,  "  I  have  ever 
made  it  my  pride  to  combat  with  the  crown  in  the  ple- 
nitude of  its  power,  and  the  fulness  of  its  authority.  I 
wish  not  to  trample  upon  its  rights  now  wh^  it  lies 
extended  at  my  feet,  deprived  of  its  functions,  and 
iud^able  of  resistance.    Let  the  minister  pride  him- 
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flfllf  on  a  victory,  obteined  against  a  c 
let  him  bout  of  «  thalapli  vbete  no  batde  hM  ben 
Ciragbt,  and  no  0ory  oan  be  obtaiiiMt ;  let  Urn  take 
advantage  of  the  calamitiu  of  hnmaa  natve^  and, 
Uke  the  onfeeHog  lord  of  a  taaaoi,  riot  in  the  ri^M  to 
be  acqnind  by  shipwrecks,  by  rigDiously  aMeftm^  a 
claiia  to  tbe  waifs,  estrays,  deodoads,  and  aB  tke 
accamulated  profit  of  the  Tarioaa  accidenU  uMA 
Mhfortune  can  throw  into  bla  power;  bat  far  i^ 
part,  let  it  nerer  be  my  boiut  to  have  gaiiied  sach 
victories,  obtained  sich  trimnphs,  or  to  hare  avafled 
myself  of  wealth  so  acquired."  )q  conclosiori,  Hr.  Pox 
Maid,  that  the  minister  "dppeuvd  to  have  been  so 
hmg  in  the  possession  of  power,  tbat  be  conld  b«( 
endure  to  part  with  it.  He  had  experienced  the 
entire  favonr  of  tbe  crown,  ttnd  enjoyed  tlte  advaii' 
tage  of  ffitertlng  aB  its  prerogatires ;  and,  finding 
tlte  wh<4o  not  too  much  fef  tbe  Micceesfal  adminis- 
Irutitin  ol'  Kovcmmcnt,  he  had  dclcrmincd  to  cripple 
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must  leave  to  the  house  and  the  country  to  detennine. 
They  would  decide  wheth^,  Hk  the  present  nnfortu- 
nate  crisis,  any  o<mslderation  that  affected  his  own  per- 
sonal sitdationy  or  any  management  for  the  sake  of 
preserving  power,  appeared  to  have  governed  his  mea^ 
sures.  As  to  his  being  conscious  that  he  did  not  de- 
serve the  &vour  of  ttie  Prince,  he  could  only  say,  that 
he  knew  but  of  one  way  in  which  he  or  any  man  could 
deserve  it,  and  that  was  by  having  uniformly  endea- 
voured,in.a  public  situation,  to  do  his  duty  to  the  King 
and  his  country.  If  in  thus  endeavouring  to  deserve 
the  coafid^noe  oC  the  Prince,  it  should  appear  that  he 
had  ^i»  faot'k>st  it,  he  iriiould  indeed  regret  the  cir- 
cumstance ;  but  he  could  at  the  same  time  boldly  say, 
that  it  wa»  impossible  for  him  ever  to  repent  of  it.  Mr. 
Fox  had  thought  proper  to  announce  himself  and  his 
friends  as  successors  to  the  present  administration. 
He  did  not  know  upon  what  authority  this  declara- 
ration  was  made ;  but  he  thought  the  house  and  the 
country  were  obliged  to  him  for  this  seasonable  warn- 
ing of  what  they  had  to  expect.  It  was  well  known 
to  be  the  express  system  of  Mr.  Fox  to  aim,  through 
the  strength  of  party,  at  the  power  of  nominating  the 
ministers  of  the  crown.  This,  therefore,  was  the 
strongest  additional  reasoning,  if  any  were  wanting, 
why  the  house  should  carefully  consider  the  extent  of 
the  x^wer  they  granted,  and  seriously  reflect  before 
they  made  themselves  accessary  to  the  creation  of 
such  a  permanent  weight  and  influence  in  the  hands 
of  a  party,  as  might  be  dangerous  to  the  just  rights  of 
the  crown,  when  the  moment  arrived,  so  much  to  be 
wished,  and  perhaps  so  soon  to  be  expected,  in  whicli 
the  King  should  resume  the  exercise  of  his  constitu- 
tional authority. 
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Tbe  two  Sat  tnokmhamB  betag  caniBd.  Ae  fww 
dentiom  of  tlK  Uiird  ntfk  patoff*  tfll  (Ik  traty-MOMd. 
lU  tcnuvr  ira«  to  declare  that  it  ««•  f  ceTMry.far  Ae 
parpone  of  suppljring  the  esistug  ddect,  aad  nain- 
lainjnf  eatire  the  coostitatioDal  aatbontjr  «f  the  King, 
that  Um  two  boues  should  detefwne  od  the  Beaaa 
by  which  tbe  royal  asseat  might  be  gircn  to  a  bill  tot 
coniitituliDg  a  regencj. 

TUji  raKilatioD  wa«  stfenooosly  opposed  by  Ui. 
Fox,  who  preaaed  for  an  immediate  addces*  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  to  take  upon  him  tbe  exerdae  frf*  ike 
royal  antbority,  withoat  any  limitations.  He  cob- 
tonded  that  this  was  the  obrious  course  to  be  adopted, 
conHistently  with  the  priticiples  of  the  coostitutian, 
whereas  that  now  propped  tended  to  tntfodoce  a 
moustroos  anomaly,  founded  on  iraod  and  fiction. 

Hr.  Pitt  defended  the  plan  be  had  offered  fi-om  the 
heavy  chaiges  brooght  against  it,  of  being  a  legal 
fur^i^ry.     IT  itucli  (lie  stud)  were  the  genuine  dc^crip- 
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the  decrepitude  of  age.  Certain  forms  of  law  were 
eyidential  of  the  will  of  the  Kihg^  and  whenever  they 
appeared  they  could  not  be  demurred  against.  Of  this 
nature  was  the  affixing  of  the  great  seal.  If  the  chan- 
cellor were  now  to  put  the  seal  to  any  act^  it  could  not 
be  contradicted,  but  must  be  received  by  the  courts, 
and  proceeded  on  as  law* 

In  the  mean  time,  the  imbecility  of  the  King  being 
known,  the  personal  danger  incurred  by  the  chancellor 
in  an  action  of  this  sort,  was  such  as  would  deter  any 
man  from  committing  himself.  It  seemed,  however, 
to  afford  a  natural  resource  in  such  an  emergency  as 
the  present;  and  pariiament  might  unquestionably 
authorize  and  indemnify  the  chancellor  in  such  an 
extraordinary  exertion  of  his  official  duty. 

All  the  resolutions  were  passed,  and  sent  up  to  the 
lords,  where  they  were  taken  into  consideration  on  the 
twenty-sixth.  Lord  Rawdon,  subsequently  Earl  of 
Moira  and  Marquis  of  Hastings^  then  moved  an 
amendment  upon  the  second  resolution ;  declaring  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  two  houses  of  parliament  to 
provide  the  means  of  supplying  the  present  defect,  by 
presenting  an  address  to  the  Prince  of  Wales^  being 
the  heir  apparent,  and  of  full  age,  requesting  him  to 
take  upon  himself  the  administration  of  the  civil  and 
military  government,  during  the  royal  incapacity.  Tliis* 
amendment  was  supported  by  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
the  lords  Stormont  and  Loughborough.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Marquis  of  Lansdown  vigorously  opposed  it^ 
and  defended  the  original  resolutions  on  the  authority 
of  that  great  constitutional  lawyer,  judge  Foster.  His 
lordship  observed,  that  the  present  parliament  was  not 
a  convention^  but  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  parlia- 
ment regularly  assembled.    The  King  had  originally 
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called  them,  and  he  bad  an  nndotibted  right  80  to  do, 
because  he  was  living.  According  to  the  law  and 
constitutipu  of  England,  the  throne  was  nerer  vacant, 
and  the  King  -in  no  age  or  condition  was  ever  con- 
sidered as  oneqaal  and  incompetent  to  the  exercise 
of  the  regal  functions.  It  was  not  to  tw  preramed 
that  these  principles  were  without  a  meaning ;  cm  the 
contrary,  oar  old  principles  of  law  were,  ccMnmmly 
font^  to  have  been  suggested  by  the  deepest  wisdi»n, 
and  calculated  not  only  to  remedy  past  evils,  bot  to 
meet  future  exig^icies. 

The  chanceUor  animadverted,  with  bis  nsaal  seve- 
rity, on  the  amendment  of  Ixird  Rawdem,  ^idi  be 
characterized  as  being  without  a  meaning.  It  re- 
quested the  Prince  of  Wales  to  take  upon  himself  the 
regency?  What  did  the  term  regent  mean?  Where 
was  it  defined  ?  He  had  heard  of  custodes  regnis,  of 
lieutenants  for  the  King,  of  guardians  and  protectors^ 


MBMOIR  OP  THB  DUKE  OP  YOUK.      125 
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<^the  crown  safe,  entire,  and  uninjured. — ^The  amend- 
ment was  rejected  by  a  considerable  majority,  after 
which  a  strong  protest  was  entered  upon  the  journals, 
headed  by  the  Dnkes  of  York  and  Cumberland,  whose 
names  were  followed  by  those  of  forty-six  other  peers. 

Inthe  lower  house,  the  debates  which  arose  upon  the 
examination  of  the  royal  physicians  were  carried  on 
with  extreme  and  even  indecent  heat.    The  opposition 
relied  implicitly  upon  the  judgment  of  Dr.  Richard 
Warren,  who  considered  the  recovery  of  the  King  as 
hopeless.    On  the  other  hand,  ministers  placed  full 
confidence  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Francis  Willis,  whoso 
practice  had  been  wholly  confined  to  cases  of  lunacy. 
This  gentleman  was  of  the  clerical  profession,  and 
held  the  living  of  St.  John«  Wapping,  but  he  had  taken 
his  degree  as  doctor  of  physic  at  Oxford.    He,  at  this 
time,  kept  an  establishment  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
for  the  reception  of  insane  persons,  in  the  treatment 
of  whom  he  and  his  son  were  remarkably  successful. 
The  fame  of  the  doctor  being  reported  to  the  chancel- 
lor by  the  bishop  of  Durham,  it  was  resolved  to  call 
him  in  upon  this  occasion :  the  consequence  of  which 
was,  a  marked  jealousy  among  the  regular  medical 
attendants ;  and  Warren,  in  particular,  could  not  re- 
strain his  resentment  within  the  common  bounds  of 
civility.    Dr.  Willis,  however,  conducted  himself  with 
a  steadiness  and  moderation  that  did  as  great  honour 
to  his  temper,  as  the  course  he  pursued  did  to  his 
medical  skill  and  sagacity. 

In  his  examination  before  the  house  of  commons, 
he  had  to  undergo  a  very  severe  ordeal;  especi- 
aUy  from  the  stern  rudeness  of  Burke,  and  the  irony 
of  Sheridan.  But  the  doctor  bore  all  their  petulance 
with  firmness,  and  continued  to  maintain  the  position 
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'  which  he  had  originally  advanced,  that  the  malady 
was  merely  temporary,  and  would  bo  of  short  duration. 
Among  other  facts  elicited  daring  this  inveBtigation, 
it  appeared  that  the  disorder  of  the  King  had  so  fya 
subsided  as  to  warrant  the  doctor  in  sofferiog  him  to 
pare  his  naite  with  a  pcaiknife.  Upon  this,  Burke, 
with  his  wonted  acerbity  of  maDner,  demanded  of 
the  physician  by  what  means  he  could  hold  a  coot- 
mand  over  the  royal  patient,  so  as  to  prevent  him 
from  doing  himself  a  mischief.  "  By  my  eye,"  an- 
swered the  doctor,  darting  at  the  moment  sach  a 
look  into  the  face  of  the  orator,  that  the  latter  invo- 
luutarily  tamed  aside  his  head  in  silence  and  out  of 
conntenance. 

The  plan  of  ministers  respecting  the  form  of  govern- 
ment to  be  now  instituted,  was  such  as  seemed  to 
render  it  necessary  to  consider  the  Pnnce  of  Wales 
in  no  other  light  than  as  a  privy  counsellor,  and  a 
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of  the  household,  should  be  conunitted  to  the  Qaeen ; 
9Jid  that  the  power  to  be  exercised  by  the  Prince 
should  not  extend  to  the  personal  property  of  his 
father,  to  the  granting  any  office,  reversion,  or  pen- 
'  sion,  except  where  the  law  absolutely  required  it; 
nor  to  the  conferring  any  peerage,  unless  upon  such 
persons  of  the  royal  issue  as  should  have  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-one.  Mr.  Pitt  added,  that  the  ideas  ho 
had  suggested  were  founded  upon  the  supposition 
that  the  royal  malady  was  only  temporary,  and  might 
be  of  short  duration.  It  would  be  difficult,  he  said, 
to  fix  at  present  the  exact  period  for  which  these  pro- 
visions ought  to  eadnie,but  it  would  be  open  here- 
after to  the  wisdom  of  parliament  to  reconsider  them, 
whenever  circumstances  might  appear  to  render  it 
eligible. 

To  this  letter  the  Prince  returned  an  answer  dated 
on  the  second  of  January,  1780,  in  which  his  royal 
highness  expressed  his  sentiments  upon  the  measure 
about  to  be  adopted,  with  some  asperity.  It  was  (he 
said)  with  deep  regret,  that  he  perceived  in  the  pro- 
positi(Nis,  a  project  for  introducing  weakness,  disorder, 
and  insecmrity  into  every  branch  of  political  business  ; 
a  project  for  dividing  the  royal  family  from  each  other, 
for  separating  the  court  from  the  state,  and  depriving 
government  of  its  natural  and  accustomed  support; 
a  scheme  for  disconnecting  the  authority  to  command 
service  from  the  power  of  animating  it  by  reward,  and 
for  allotting  to  him  all  the  invidious  duties  of  the 
kingly  station,  without  the  means  of  softening  them 
to  the  public  by  any  one  act  of  grace,  favour,  or  be- 
nignity. The  Prince  then  went  on  to  say^  that  his 
fedings  upon  the  subject  were  rendered  still  more 
painful  by  observing,  that  the  propositions  were  not 
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foandcd  in  any  general  principle,  bnt  were  calculated 
to  infuse  jealonsies  and  sospicion,  which,  he  tmslBd, 
were  entirely  groandless,  amuig  those  whose  confi- 
dence it  would  ever  be  the  fint  (Hide  of  his  life  to 
merit  and  obtain. 

His  royal  Mgbness  added,  tfaat  in  his  opinion  it  waa 
au  undoubted  and  fimdamental  principle  of  the  Britiah 
constitntion,  that  ibe  powers  and  prerogattres  t^tita 
crown  were  vested  tliere  as  a  trust  for  tiie  bese&t  4^ 
the  people,  and  were  sacred  only  as  tax  as  tht^  con- 
duced to  the  preservation  of  that  balance  of  the.  con- 
stitution which  was  the  true  security  of  the  Uber^  of 
the  Hubject.  He  therefore  observed,  tfaat  the.pi^aof 
puMic  utility  nmst  be  Strang,  maniiest,  and  urgeftt, 
that  could  thus  require  the  extinction  or  suaprnqipn 
of  any  bne  of  those  essential  rights  in  the  supreme 
pow«r,  or  Mb  reptesentatiTe,  oa  which  could  jastify  the 
Prince  Ib  ooiUwntfaig  that  io  bis  ptnoa  an  axperinwnt 
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energy;  a  state  injurious  in  its  practice  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  people^  and  mischievous  in  its  precedent 
to  the  security  of  the  monarch,  and  the  rights  of  his 
fiEunily.  The  Prince  farther  observed,  that  it  was  nei- 
ther necessary  nor  proper  for  Mr«  Pitt  to  suggest  to 
him  the  restraint  he  proposed  against  his  dissipating 
the  King's  real  and  personal  property.  He  did  not 
conceive  that  be  was  by  the  law  entitled  to  dissipate 
it,  and  he  was  sure  that  he  had  never  shewn  the 
smallest  indination  to  possess  such  a  power.  In  fine, 
his  convictioii  of  the .  evils  which  might  otherwise 
arise,  outweighed  in  his  mind  every,  other  considera- 
tion, and  would  dettfniiiBe  him  to  undertake  the  pain- 
flil  trust  imposed  upon  him  by  that  mdanoholy  neces- 
sity, which,  of  all  his  Mi^esty's  subjects,  he  deplored 
the  most,  in  full  confidence  that  the  afiection  and 
loyalty  to  the  King,  the  attachment  to  the  house  of 
Brunswick,  and  the  gaierosity  that  had  always  dis- 
tinguished the  nation,  would  carry  him  throi^h  the 
difficulties  that  suirowided  him,  with  comfort  to  hiBXr 
self,  with  honour  to  the  King,  and  with  advantage  to 
the  public. 

The  composition  of  this  letter  has  been  ascribed  in 
a  high  tone  of  confidence  to  Burke,  but  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  it  was  fashioned  by  the  junto  which 
formed  the  cabinet  council  then  associated  to  coun- 
teract the  King's  ministers.  Let  this  be  as  it  may, 
the  restrictions  proposed  by  the  latter  were  combated 
with  great  fury  in  detail,  and  through  every  stage  of 
their  progress.  They  were,  however,  triumphantly  car- 
ried in  both  houses ;  but  in  the  lords  another  protest 
was  entered  on  the  journals  against  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings,  at  the  head  of  which  stood  the  signatures 
of  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Cumberland. 

R 
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Oo  the  thifty-iirst,  the  bouse  of  lords,  being  in  a 
committeie,  Eaii  CtuBdMt,  the  president  of  the  ooimcil, 
flioTed  it  as  expedient  and  necessary  4hat  lett«m 
patent,  under  tlie  great  seal,  should  be  issued,  «ai- 
powehog  certain  commissioners  to  open  and  hold  the 
'  King's  parliament  at  Weatminster.  ■  -" 

The  persons  nominated  were  the  Prince  of  Wttles, 
the  Dnke  of  YoVk,  the  Dukes  of  Ciunberiand  and 
Gloucester,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Lcvd 
£%ancellor,  the  Lords  President  and  Privy  Seal,  the'two 
Secretaries  of  State,  Lord  Chatham,  Lord  Weymootli, 
»d  some  others. 

When  the  name  of  his  royal  highness  the  Dulce>(if 
Toric  was  mentioned,  he  lose  and  said,  that  he  Mt 
hHBSfdf  called  upon  to  tronble  tbeir  4ordshipB  frittKa 
tew  obswvatlODs.  He  had  almady  given  his  o^nApt 
OB  the  present  proceedings,  which  be  conld  not  but 
regard  as  illegal  and  unconstitutional.    That  opinion 
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But  though  the  princes  of  the  blood  were  averse  to 
ha^e  their  names  in  this  commission^  it  appears  they 
liad  no  objectiooi  to  be  on  the  council  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  advising  the  Queen. 

When  tluit  part  of  the  regency  bill  came  under  dis- 
cussion. Lord  North  moved,  that  his  royal  highness 
Frederick  Duke  of  York  and  Albany  should  be  one 
of  her  Majesty's  council.  But  this  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  who  said>  he  would  state  to  the  committee 
why  he  thought  it  necessary  to  give  his  negative  to 
the  noUe  lord's  motion.  The  council  proposed  for  her 
M^esty  was  a  council  of  advice,  not  of  control; 
theie  was  no  necessity,  therefore,  to  bind  any  of  the 
princes  under  an  obligation  to  give  advice  to  the 
Queen,  to  whom  they  'might  give  it  whenever  they 
thought  proper,  and  when  she  desired  it.  As  it  was 
impossible  to  place  the  person  of  the  King  in  the  care 
of  any  one  more  attached  to  him  than  the  Queen,  it 
would  be  highly  improper  to  separate  or  lessen  her 
Majesty's  trust.  The  house  had  already  decided,  that 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  the  heir  apparent,  ought  not 
to  have  the  care  of  the  person  of  his  father.  The 
committee,  then,,  could  not  appoint  any  of  the  other 
princes  of  the  blood,  without  violating  the  principle 
they  had  adopted  in  the  exclusion  of  their  royal  rela- 
tive ;  and  though  it  might,  by  the  opposition,  be  added 
to  the  catalogue  of  those  articles  of  disrespect  which 
they  had  falsely  and  invidiously  imputed  to  him,  yet, 
as  an  honest  man,  actuated  by  every  motive  of  caution 
for  the  public  safety,  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 
nature  of  the  trust  to  be  reposed  in  the  Queen's 
council^  to  nominate  those  personages  who  were,  in 
point  of  succession,  personally  connected  with  the 
crown. 
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Notwitbatandtng  this.  Lord  North  persisted  in  )ub 
motJODf  which  was  negatived,  aa  also  were  those 
which  followed  in  favour  of  the  oth«  prineesi  ' 

The  regency  bill  then  went  throagh  all  the  fonos  of 
the  lower  home ;  and  on  the  13th  of  Febroary  it  was 
carried  up  to  the  lords,  where  several  amendments 
were  proposed  and  tegectedi 

Before  its  arrival  at  the  third  stage,  however,  all 
farther  proceedings  were  saspended,  by  the  symptoms 
of'  retoming  health  in  the  royal  patient.  On  the  very 
day  that  the  hill  was  passed  in  the  comnKms,  the 
King  was  declared  by  the  physicians  to  be  in  a  pro* 
gKssive  state  of  recovery.  This  improvement  c<m- 
tinued  till  the  nineteenth  of  the  same  month,  when  the 
ohancellor  arose,  and,  addressing  the  hoase  of  lords, 
said  thai  intelligence  was  just  arrived  of  bis  Majesty's 
recovery.  This  news,  be  was  sure,  woatd  be  t^eeable 
to  all  parties,  and  to  every  man  in  that  assembly.     ■ 
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advisable  that  he  should  not,  lest  it  might  endanger 
his  Majesty's  health:  the  Dvke  said,  he  was  con- 
vinced his  hfotter  would  receive  this  happy  intelli- 
gence with  tii^  greatest  joy; — and,  observed  his  Toyal 
highness,  had  he  been  before  infionned  of  it,  he  would 
havBiconunissioned  me  to  make  for  hkn,  in  this  house, 
a  declaration  of  simUar  sentiments. 

While  the  British  parliament  acted  thus  cautiously, 
on  a  wbject  of  s^h  vital  importance,  tiiat  of  Ireland, 
with  characteristic  precipitancy  and  blundering  fktuity, 
veted  an 'address- to  the  heir  apparent,  humbly  request- 
ing hhn  to  assume  the  government  of  that  realm  during 
the  contiHuaBce  of  his  Majesty's  indisposition,  and 
under  the  style  and  title  of  Prince  Regent  of  Ireland, 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  King-,  to  exer- 
cise and  administer,  according  to  the  laws  and  consti- 
tation  of  this  kingdom,  all  regal  powers,  jurisdictions, 
and  prerogatives,  to  the  crown  and  government  thereof 
belonging. 

Six  commissioners  were  delegated  to  wait  upon  the 
Prince  with  this  precious  donation,  in  accepting  which 
he  would  have  been  at  direct  issue  with  the  two 
branches  of  the  British  legislature.  Fortunately,  how- 
ever, the  heir  apparent  was  saved  from  this  dilemma ; 
and  all  the  satisfaction  the  Irish  deputies  enjoyed 
from  their  journey  was  that  of  dining  at  Carlton  House 
with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
nearly  all  the  members  of  the  opposition. 

The  rejoicings  occasioned  by  the  happy  restoration 
of  the  royal  sufferer  to  the  full  possession  of  mental  and 
bodily  health,  far  exceeded  any  thing  of  the  kind  ever 
witnessed.  On  the  twelfth  of  March  there  was  a  gene- 
ral illumination  throughout  the  metropolis,  and  in  all 
the  villages  adjacent.     Every  square,  street,  and  alley. 
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•xh^ited  tokois  of  UDboniided  attachment  to  the  sove- 
n%ii,  auid  thankfulness  fm  his  recovery.  To  thu 
festive  seme  socceeded  numerous  opliaiidid  catcrtaii' 
moats,  given  in  honour  of  the  event  by  public  bodiea 
and  private  perscnu.  On  the  ssctHul  oS  April  the 
Queen  bad  a  grand  gala  at  Windsor,  where  the  banquet 
was  the  most  Inxarious  of  any  that  had  been  givfta  ia 
the  whole  reign. 

Oaring  the  supper,  hta  H^jeaty  sat  oa-  an  cogiaeaoe 
at  the  bottom  of  the  great  hall,  with  the  Prince^of  W^es 
on  her  right  haad  and  the  Doke  of  York  on  her  left.  Tim 
spectacle  was  imposing,  and  the  feast  sumptuous  :  but 
the  most  raaaritable  circumstance  attending  k  waij, 
the  testimony  of  respect  paid  to  the  Chancellor  a^ 
Mr.  Pitt.  On  a  piece  o(  confectionary  was  exhibited 
the  Chatham  coat  of  arms,  vrHh  the  cipher  of  W.  V., 
a  ropresentatioa  of  the  Keys  of  the  Treasury  sus- 
pended therefinun,  and  the  number  368,  bein|r  the  aia-> 


MEMOIR  OF  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK.       185 

every  comer  of  the  empire,  on  account  of  tiiis  national 
blesnng ;  an  affair  happened  which  had  very  narrowly 
jrtmged  the  kingdom  again  in  darkness  and  sorrow. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  May,  tlie  Ckddstream  regiment 
of  Oaards  bcul  a  fidd-day,  when  lieutenant-colond 
Charles  Lenccr^  nephew  and  heir  to  the  Doke  of  Rich- 
mond, came  np,  and,  addressing  himself  to  the  Duke  of 
Yoik,  requested  to  know  whether  his  royal  highness 
had  said,  **  that  he  had  put  up  with  language  unfit  for 
any  gratlOTMUi  t»  hear  V  The  Duke,  as  commander 
of  the  corps,  instead  of  giving  any  reply  or  explanation, 
witih  becoming  dignity  ordered  the  colonel  to  his  post. 
The  moment  the  business  of  the  day  was  over,  the 
Duke  desimd  the  attendance  of  all  the  officers  in  the 
orderly  room,  wheie  he  called  upon  Colonel  Lenox  to 
state  his  complaint.  This  being  done,  his  royal  bigh^ 
ness  acknowledged  his  having  heard  that  improper  lan- 
guage had  been  put  up  with  by  the  colonel,  but  as  to 
the  precise  words,  he  declined  repeating  them.  The 
colonel  upon  this  demanded  to  know  who  the  author 
of  the  report  was  ?  The  Duke  replied,  that  he  desired 
to  receive  no  protection  from  bis  rank  as  a  prince,  or 
his  situation  as  commanding  officer;  but  that  when 
not  cm  duty  he  wore  a  brown  coat,  and  was  ready,  as 
a  private  gentleman,  to  give  the  colonel  satisfaction 
whenever  or  wherever  he  pleased. 

Thus  tiie  matter  stood  till  the  eighteenth,  when 
Ck>lond  Lenox  sent  the  following  circular  letter  to 
every  member  of  Daubigny's  military  club : — 

*<  Six^'^A  report  having  been  spread  that  the  Duke 
of  York  had  said,  *  Some  words  had  been  made  use  of 
to  me,  in  a  political  conversation,  that  no  gentleman 
ought  to  SMtM&it  to ;'  I,  on  the  first  opportunity^  spoke 
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'to  his  royal  highness  before  the  officers  of  the  Cold- 
stream regiment,  to '  which  I  have  the  htmoUr  to 
bdong:  his  answer  was,  'That  he -had  heard  them 
'said  to  me  at  Danbigny's  ;*  bnt  he  positively^  re- 
fosed  to  telL^me  the  e&pression,  or  the'  person  who 
had  used  it  ^In  this  situation,  being  perfectly  igno- 
rant what  bis  royal  highness  can  allude  to,  and  not 
being  aware  that  any  such  expression  ever  passed, 
I  teannot  find  any  better  mode  of  clearing  up  this  mat^ 
ter,  than  by  writing  a  letter  to  every  member  of  Dan- 
bigny's club,  desiring  each  of  them  to  let  me  know 
if  be  can  recollect  any  expression  to  have  been  used 
in  his  presence,"  which  could  bear  the  constmcticn 
put  apon  it  by  his  royal  highness,  and,  in  such  case, 
by  whom  the  expression  was  used.  If  any  such  ex- 
pression should  occur  to  your  memory,  (as  you  must 
be  conscious  of  the  disagreeable  situation  in  which  I 
am  placed,)  I  trust  and  hope  you  will  take  the  earliest 
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the  persons  who  had  used  them;  that  none  of  the 
membecs  of  tl^  dab  had  given  him  information  of  any 
such  insult  beiiig  in  their  knowledge^  and  therefore 
he  expected,  in  justice  to  his  character,  that  his  royal 
highness  should  contradict  the  report  as  publicly  as 
he  had  asserted  it" 

. .  Tliis  letter  was  delivered  to  the  Duke  hij  the  Eari 
of  Wihchelsea ;  when  the  verbal  answer  returned,  prov- 
ing unsatisfactory,  another  message  was  sent  to  his 
royal  highness,  desiring  a  meeting,  and  accordingly  the 
time  and  place  were  settled  the  same  evening. 
.  The  Duke,  who  was  then  residing  at  Carlton  House, 
took  the  utmost  care  to  keep  the  matter  a  secret  from 
his  brother  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  only  person 
he  consulted  upon  it  was  Lord  Rawdon,  who,  pain- 
ful and  delicate  as  the  commission  was,  could  not,  in 
point  of  honour,  refuse  to  accept  the  dangerous  office 
of  second  to.  his  royal  highness.  The  same  caution 
was  observed  on  the  following  morning,  which  was 
the  twenty-sixth,  when  the  Duke,  to  prevent  inquiry, 
left  his  own  hat  at  Carlton  House,  and  took  one  be- 
longing to  a  domestic.  The  place  appointed  for  the 
meeting  was  Wimbledon  Common,  whither  the  Duke 
and  his  friend  proceeded  in  a  hired  post-chaise.  For- 
tunately the  affair  terminated  without  blood  ;  but  it 
was  a  hair-breadth  escape  on  the  part  of  the  Duke, 
whose  presence  of  mind  and  moderation  appeared 
very  conspicuous  throughout  the  whole  proceeding. 
Of  this  duel,  the  two  seconds  immediately  drew  up 
and  issued  the  following  statement : — 

"  In  consequence  of  a  dispute  already  known  to  the 
pvblic,  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York,  attended 
by  Lord    Rawdon — and    Lieutenant-Colonel   Lenox, 
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accompanied  by  tbe  Earlof  WincheUea— met  at  Wiu- 
bledon  ConunoD.  The  gronad  was  measared  at  twelve 
paces,  and  both  parties  were  to  fire  at  a  signal  agreed 
upon.  The  signal  being  given,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lenox  fired,  and  the  ball  grazed  bis  royal  higtaness's 
curl.  The  Duke  of  York  did  not  fire.  Lieutenant-Col. 
Lenox  observed  that  his  royal  highness  had  not  fired : 
Ijord  BAwdon  said  it  was  not  the  Duke's  intentimi  to 
fire ;  bis  royal  highness  had  come  out  upon  lientenant- 
Cid<HieI  Lenox's  desire,  to  give  him  satisfaction,  sad 
had  no  animosity  against  him.  Lieuteoant-Colonel 
Lenox  pressed  that  the  Duke  of  York  should  fire, 
which  was  declined,  upon  a  repetition  of  the  reawm. 
Lord  Winchdsea  then  went  up  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
and  expressed  his  hope  that  his  royal  highness  would 
have  no  objection  to  say  he  considered  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lenox  as  a  man  of  honour  and  courage  ?  His 
loyal  highness  replied,  that  he  should  say  nothlngj 
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ings.  At  the  instant  of  his  brotber^s  return^  the  PrinGo^ 
with  ilial  attention  to  the  anxiety  of  bis  royal  parents, 
set  out  for  Windsor,  lest  hasty  rumour  should  bav^ 
giyea  them  w,  incorrect  and  exaggerated  narrative  q( 
the  business. 

'  Among  the  remarkable  circumstances  attending  the 
duel,  one  was,  that  the  Earl  of  Wincbelsea,  the  second 
of  Colonel  L^iox,  should  at  that  time  be  a  lord  of  the 
bedchamber;  and  another,  that  his  lordship's  mother 
had  bUen  actually  employed  in  bringing  up  the  Duk^ 

firom  his  infiuicy* 

Two  days  after  this  affair.  Colonel  Lenox  tendered 
a  requisition  to  the  Duke  of  York,  as  Colonel  of  the 
Coldstream,  desiring  that  his  royal  highness  would 
permit  a  call  of  the  officers  of  that  corps,  in  order  that 
certain  propositions  touching  his  conduct  and  situation 
might  be  submitted  to  their  consideration.  His  royal 
highness,  with  his  usual  address,  replied,  that  he  could 
not  properly  oppose  any  design  which  might  tend  to 
relieve  the  colonel  from  his  present  embarrassment. 
The  meeting  of  this  military  convention  was  accord- 
ingly held  at  the  orderly-room;  and,  after  a  consider- 
able deliberation,  an  adjournment  took  place  till  the 
following  day,  when  they  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
subsequent  to  the  fifteenth  of  May,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lenox  had  behaved  with  courage,  but,  from  the  pecii- 
liarity  of  the  circumstances,  not  with  judgment. 

Upon  this  determination,  the  colonel  eOected  an 
exchange  with  Lord  Strathaven,  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  thirty-fifth  regiment  of  foot.  The  transaction  pro- 
duced a  great  sensation  in  the  public ;  and  the  King 
was  so  affected  by  it,  that,  notwithstanding  its  fortunate 
conclusion,  he  abstained  for  a  time  from  bis  wonted 
pursuit^.    The  Duke  of  York  appeared  the  least  con- 
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cemed  of  the  royal  family,  as  the  foUowing  sinptlar 
OGcarrence  demonstrated.  In  cooseqaence  of  the  re- 
iovety  of  his  Majesty,  the  birth-day  on  the  fourth  of 
JoAe  was  celebrated  at  St  James's  with  oansnal 
splendour;  and  the  drawing-room  was  so  crowded] 
that,  to  prevent  confusion,  the  company  passed  in  at 
one  door  and  out  at  the  opposite^  after  making  tbeir 
cofagratalations.  The  King  was  not  present,  owia'g  b> 
the  agitated  state  of  mind  into  which  be  had  been 
thrown  by  the  narrow  escape  of  his  son.  To  the  sor- 
prise  of  the  assembly,  however.  Colonel  Lenox  made 
his  appearance  in  the  ball-room,  and  stood  dp  to 
dance  with  Lady  Catherine  Barnard.  This  the  Prince 
of  Wales  did  not  perceive  till  he  and  his  partner; 
the  Princess  Royal,  came  to  the  colonel's  place  in  the 
dance,  when,  struclt  with  the  impropriety,  he  took  the 
hand  of  the  Princess  and  led  her  away.  The  Duke 
of  York  and   the   Princess  Augusta  came  next,  and 
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be  80>*'  Tejoined  the  Prince^  ''for, I  never  will  counte-r 
nance  insults  given  to  my  family,  however  they  may 
be  treated  by  others/' — At  the  end  of  the  dance,  there* 
fore,  her  Majesty  and  the  princesses  withdrew,  and 
thus  the  ball  c<mduded.  The  Prince,  with  his  natural 
gallantry,  afterwards  explained  to  Lady  Catherine  Bar- 
nard the  reason  of  his  conduct,  and  assured  her  lady- 
ship that  it  gave  him  much  pain  to  be  under  the  neces* 
shy  of  acting  in  a  manner  that  could  possibly  in  any 
way  subject  a  lady  to  one  moment's  embarrassment.   ; 

Oat  of  this  r^DContre  another  arose,  between  Colo- 
nel Lenox  and  Mr.  Theophilus  Swift,  an  Irish  gentle- 
man, occasioned  by  some  strong  language  which  the 
latter -had  thought  proper  to  make  use  of  respecting  the 
duel,  in  a  publication  addressed  to  the  King.  The 
parties  met  at  Bayswater,  and  Mr.  Swift  was  severely 
wounded,  but  not  mortally.  > 

The  affair,  in  which  the  royal  Duke  distinguished 
himself  so  nobly,  made  a  great  noise  all  over  the  king- 
dom ;  and  even  those  who  were  most  inclined  to  think 
that  his  royal  highness  acted  wrong  in  accepting  the 
challenge,  could  not  but  pay  a  respect  to  his  conduct  in 
the  field.  Bishop  Watson,  then  at  Cambridge,  was  so 
much  affected  by  the  circumstance,  that  he  wrote  the 
following  letter  to  lord  Rawdon  : — 

**  My  dear  Lord — I  know  you  will  forgive  the  liberty 
I  take  in  requesting  you  to  present  in  the  most  respect- 
ful manner  to  the  Duke  of  York,  my  warmest  congra- 
tulations on  a  late  event.  ,  As  a  christian  bishop,  I  can- 
not approve  of  any  man's  exposing  his  life  on  such  an 
occasion.  As  a  citizen,  I  must  think  that  the  life  of 
one  so  near  to  the  crown  ought  not  to  be  hazarded 
like  the  life  of  an  ordinary  man ;  but  as  a  friend  to  the 
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consideration,  exclaimed,  "  I  will  never  cease  to  sern 
such  a  master.  If  I  can  no  longer  do  it  with  my  crook, 
I  can  with  a  musket."  Upon  this  be  entered  into 
Ae  army,  and  bis  destitute  wife  was  transferred  by 
his  Majesty  into  a  situation  of  decent  subsistence. 

The  King;  bad  a  great  regard  for  the  Marquis  of  Bath, 
and  he  evinced  the  sincerity  of  his  esteem  on  heariaf 
of  bis  death.  When  his  Majesty  again  visited 
Weymouth,  Mr.  Davis,  who  had  been  for  many 
years  the  truly  respectable  and  intelligent  steward  at 
Longleat,  called  upon  some  of  the  royal  attendants  at 
Gloucester  Lodge,  by  whom  he  was  informed  that  tbe 
King  ought  to  be  made  acquainted  with  his  arrival. 
This  was  done,  and  the  monarch  in  consequence 
appointed  an  interview. '  After  some  casual  observa- 
tions, his  Majesty  alluded  to  the  recent  death  of  the 
marquis,  and,  after  observing  that  "  God  Almighty 
had  never  made  a  more  honourable  man,"  he  was  so 
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Wales,  inth  the  freodom  of  the  city  in  an  elegant  gold 
box.    The  address  was  as  follows  :— 

''  May  it  please  year  Royal  Highness, — ^The  Lord 
Mayor  and  CJorporation  of  the  dty  ^rf*  York,  animated 
with  the  most  Ifrdy  gratitude  for  the  high  honour  con* 
farted  on  this  ancient  city  by  your  presence,  beg  leave 
to  approach  your  Royal  person,  with  the  utaost 
respect  and  most  cordial  affecti<m.  This  honour.  Sir, 
is  greatly  increase^  -hy  your  Royal  Highness  being 
the  only  Heir-appaMit  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of  this 
feahn,  whom  they  have  eter  had  the  felicity  personally 
to  addiMS. 

** They  cannotresisi  the  prescsit  foyonrable  oppor- 
tonity  of  eKpMsslng  their  just  admiration  of,  and 
unfeigned  acknowledgment  for,  the  wisdom  and  mo- 
deration which  w^  eminently  distinguished  the  affec- 
tionate and  princely  cmiduct  of  your  Royal  High- 
ness in  the  most  awful  and  trying  situation,  when  all 
men  looked  up  to  your  Aoyal  Highness  for  protection, 
with  the  fullest  assurance  of  receiving  it ;  and  blessed 
as  this  kingdom  hath  been  by  Divine  Providence,  in 
the  happy  recovery  of  our  most  gracious  Sovereign, 
(for  whom  they  entertain  the  warmest  sentiments  of 
duty  and  loyalty,)  it  is  their  fervent  prayer  that  when 
it  shall  please  the  Almighty  to  call  his  Majesty  to  a 
heav^y  throne,  your  Royal  Highness  may  succeed 
him  in  the  hearts  and  affections  of  a  free,  brave,  and 
loyal  people,  and  long  live  to  reign  over  them,  with 
Ae  happiness  and  glory  of  a  Patriot  King« 

''  Tour  Royal  Highness  is  respectfully  entreated  to 
peniut  your  Royal  name  to  be  enrolled  among  the 
fieemen  of  this  ancient  city,  and  to  accept  the  freedom 
theieof,  wMch  is  thus  huarably  offered  to  your  Royal 
Highaesa's  gracious  reception/' 

T 
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To  this  address  the  Prince  was  pleased  to  retan 
tbe  following  answer : — 

"  My  Lord  Mayor  and  Gwttlemen, — I  thank  you  for 
yonr  loyal  and  affectionate  address,  and  for  the  satis- 
faction  which  you  express  at  my  visit  to  Uie  city  of 
York.  It  gives  me  very  sincere  pleasure  that  my  con-, 
duct  has  been  properly  understood  by  yoo,  and  that 
my  opinions  as  to  the  powers  necessary  to  have  beeo 
trusted  to  me  for  the  general  welfare,  have  not  bera 
mistaken,  by  the  respectable  citizens  of  York,  for  an 
extravagant  last  of  power,  or  an  unbecoming  haate  to 
assume  the  seat,  which  to  be  called  to  as  late  as  possi- 
ble is  the  constant  and  warmest  wish  of  my  heart 
Impelled  with  these  sentiments,  I  mast,  above  all 
others,  rejoice  in  that  happy  event  which  is  the  subject 
of  your  joyful  congratulation,  and  which  touches  my 
feelings  not  more  as  an  affectionate  son,  than  as  the 
person  the  mofct  interested  in  every  thing  which  con- 
ccrns  Ihe  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  realm. 


MBMOIB   OP  THE   DUKE  OP   YORK.  147 

ment,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  his  lordship's 
cellars  supplied  the  populace  with  not  less  than  fifly- 
fiye  hogsheads  of  ale. 

The  diversions,  consisting  of  all  the  rmral  sports 
common  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom,  lasted  the  whole 
day;  and  the  Prikice,  with  the  nobility  and  gentry, 
who  were  the  noble  earFs  guests,  participated  in  the 
merriment. 

The  company  in  the  house  were  about  two  hundred, 
comprehending  all  the  beauty  and  fashion  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, without  any  party  distinction.  The  dinner 
was  in  the  highest  style  of  magnificence ;  and  at  night 
the  fete  concluded  with  a  ball. 

The  Prince  of  WaleiJ,  on  his  return  from  Wentworth 
House,  met  with  an  alarming  accident;  which,  how- 
ever, was  productive  of  no  ill  consequence. 

About  two  miles  on  the  other  side  of  Newark,  a 
cart,  in  crossing  the  road,  struck  the  axle  of  the 
Prince's  coach,  and  overturned  it.  The  circumstance 
happened  on  the  verge  of  a  slope,  so  that  the  carriage 
fell  a  considerable  way,  turned  over  twice,  and  was 
shivered  to  pieces.  There  were  in  the  coach  with  his 
royal  highness.  Lord  Clermont,  Colonel  St.  Leger, 
and  Colonel  Lake.  Two  of  the  royal  servants  were 
on  the  box.  The  Prince  suffered  only  a  slight  contu- 
sion in  the  shoulder,  and  a  sprain  of  the  wrist.  His 
royal  highness  was  undermost  in  the  first  fall,  and 
by  the  next  roll  of  the  carriage  he  was  brought  upper- 
most ;  when  he,  with  his  usual  activity  and  presence 
of  mind,  disengaged  himself,  and  was  the  first  to 
rescue  and  extricate  his  friends.  Lord  Clermont  was 
the  most  hurt ;  being  much  wounded  in  the  face,  and 
otherwise  so  severely  bruised,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
remain  at  Newark.    The  other  gentlemen  were,  like 
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t|ie  Prince,  fortunate  enoagh  to  esoig|ke  with  slij^t 
ii^ariea.  The  accident  occarred  at  ten  o'clock  at 
night,  and  it  was  clear  moonlight.  The  carnage 
was  his  royal  ht^nesi's  own  traveUing-coach,  with 
hired  horses  and  postilions;  and  the  mischance  waa 
occasioned  by  the  wilfnlness  of  the  drivers,  in  not 
soffering  the  cart  to  pass.  Colonel  Lake's  post-chaise 
being  close  behind,  the  Prince  and  Lord  Clennont 
went  foFward  in  it  to  Newark,  where  his  royal  hi^ 
ness  slept,  and  the  next  morning  set  off  to  London. 

The  precipitate  return  of  the  Prince,  and  the  earlier 
departure  of  his  brother,  resulted  from  private  infor-^ 
mation  they  had  received  of  the  high  displeasoio 
the  King  had  taken  at  their  conduct  daring  hia  recfnt 
calamity,  l^eir  royal  hi^inesses  were  aware  that  an 
unfaTOnrable  impression  had  been  produced  on  tba 
miod  of  his  Majesty,  but  as  they  knew  not  the  extent 
of  it,  they  were  in  hopes  that  it  would  be  soon  obli- 
tf rated. 
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But  the  most  distressing  ppint  pf  all^  wa3  tb^  knowr 
ledge  that  the  baneful  influencq  of  this  spirit  had 
seized  his  own  fiEunily ;  and  that  those  who  mighty  and 
whose  du^  it  was^  to  have  pieserved  themselves  free 
from  the  contagion  by  maintaining  a  perfect  neutrality 
in  the  cc^^t,'  onfortonately,  at  the  very  beginning 
of  H,  joined  tiie  cabs^  which  was  formed  to  overset 
their  father's  confidentia}  adviser^, :  (t  was  palpably 
evident  to  every  inteUigent  and  unl^ia^sed  mind,  that 
the  oppositioiij  with  all  their  a^ected  leal  for  the 
supposed  rights  of  the  heir  apparent,  had  only  their 
OWA  interests  in  view;  and  that  the  affected  alarm 
which  they  set  up  for  the  constitntioii,  was  a  mere 
mask  assumed  to  cover  a  sinister  and  seliiah  purpose* 
So  far  were  the  liberties  of  the  people,  er  the  legal 
privileges  of  the  crown,  from  being  endangered  by  the 
measure  of  a  limited  regency,  that,  on  the  contrary^ 
ministei^s,  and  parliament  too,  would  have  committed 
a  fatal  error  if  they  had  acted  otherwise  than  they  did. 
At  all  events,  it  became  the  princes  of  the  blood  to 
have,  observed  a  dignified  independence  <tf  character^ 
amidst  the  struggles  of  the  two  great  parties.  This 
line  of  conduct  would  have  saved  them  from  the  mor- 
tification to  which  they  were  afterwards  exposed ;  when 
the  King,  on  awakening  out  of  his  delirium,  could 
not  but  think  that  those  persons  had  little  respect 
for  his  feelings,  who,  taking  advantage  of  his  imbe- 
cility, endeavoured  to  introduce  a  political  system 
whidi  they  well  knew  would,  in  the  event  of  his  reco- 
very, produce  a  relapse,  or  another  change  [of  admi- 
nistration, either  of  which  circumstances  must  have 
tended  to  anarchy.  Happily,  the  recovery  of  the  King 
prevented  the  evil ;  but  he  was  not  to  be  reproached 
for  esteeming  those  who  had  thrown  a  shield  over  him 
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in  bis  infirmity;  nor  was  it  ahogether  uncharitable, 
that  be  should  fee),  in  some  degree,  as  Henry  the  Fourth 
did  .when  he  missed  the  crown  from  his  pillow. 

George  the  Third  bad  a  paternal  heart,  and  no  man 
could  have  a  more  tender  regard  for  his  family:  but 
he  had  a  perfect  sense  of  what  was  due  to  his  high 
station ;  and,  therefore,  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to 
the  principle  of  duty,  that,  in  an  interval  of  mental 
racuity,  advantt^  should  be  taken  to  thrust  men  and 
measures  upon  him  repugnant  to  his  inclinations. 

While  the  nation  was  rejoicing  at  the  recovery  of 
bis  Majesty,  Prince  William  Henry  arrived  at  Ply- 
mouth Irom  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  after  a  long 
absence  on  the  American  and  West  India  station. 
'The  King  immediately  created  his  royal  highness  Duke 
of  Clarence ;  and,  in  a  letter  announcing  the  elevation, 
complained  in  very  afiiecting  terms  of  tbe  treatment 
be  had  experienced.    The  Duke,  without'  loss  of  time, 
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feelinfB  ave  equally  interested.  Your  Migestjr's  letter 
to  my  brother  thie  Duke  of  Claience,  in  May  last,  was 
the  first  dill3ct  intimation  I  had  ever  received  that  my 
cpnduct,  and  that  of  my  brother  the  Doke  df  Torfc^  dor^ 
lag  yonr  Migesty's  late  lamented  illness^  had  brought 
on  ns  the  heavy  minfortone  of  yoiir  Majesty's  displea^ 
sore.  I  shonld  be  wholly  nnw<nrthy  the  return  of  yonr 
Mi^jest]r!s  confidence  and  good  opinion,  whidi  will  ever 
he  the  first  otgects  <tf  my  life,  if  I  could  have  read  tlie 
]Mssafe  I  lefinr  to  in 'that  letter  withoat  the  deepest 
Monem  and  regret  for  the  eflbct  produced  in  your 
Ifigesty's  mind;  though  at  the  same  time  I  felt  the 
firmest  pefsuaaion  that  your  Majesty's  generosity  and 
goodness  would  never  permit  that  eflGMt  to  remain, 
without  affording  us  an  opportunity  Of  knowing  what 
had  been  urged  against  us,  <tf  replying  to  our  accuserst 
and  of  justifying  ourselves,  if  the  means  of  justifica- 
tion were  in  our  power.  Great,  however,  as  my  impa- 
tience and  anxiety  were  on  this  subject,  I  fidt  it  a- 
superior  consideration  not  to  intrude  any  unpleasing 
or  agitating  discussions  upon  yonr  Miyesty's  atten- 
tion, daring  an  excursion  devoted  to  the  ease  and 
amusement  necessary  for  .  the  re-establishment  of 
your  Majesty's  health.  I  determined  to  sacrifice 
my  own  feelings,  and  to  wait  with  resignation  till 
the  fortunate  opportunity  should  arrive,  when  your. 
Majesty's  own  paternal  goodness  would,  I  was  con- 
vinced, tead  you  even  to  invite  your  sons  to  that  fair 
hiring,  which  your  justice  would  not  deny  to  the 
meanest  individual  of  your  subjects.  In  this  painful 
interval  I  have  employed  myself  in  drawing  up  a  full 
statement  and  account  of  my  conduct  during  the  period 
alluded  to,  and  of  the  motives  and  circumstances 
which  influenced  me.    When  these  shall  be  humbly 
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nbmitted  to  your  Ma/esty'B  consid«tv.ti(m^  I  may 
ba  pduibly  SdhdiI  to  have  eaed  in  jodgment,  and  to 
httvi  acted  on  mistaken  ptiaciples,  bat  I  have  tlic 
most  asgored  convictioQ  that  I  flhall  not  be  flwnd  to 
b4Te  been  deficient  in  that  dnteoni  ftffectioD  to  your 
If  ajesty,  which  nothing  ihall  ever  diminish.  Anxlou 
far  every  tiling  that  may  contiilrate  to  the  comfOM 
umA  aatiaGictlon  trf  yoar  Majesty's  mind,  X  cannot  tasHit 
tlus  oppertnaity  of  lamenting  those  appeaiance*  of  a 
lua  grfaetburf  toposttlon  ilk  the  Que^,  towaxdR  tty 
bntber  eid  myself,  than  we  were  fcccnstomed  to  «k- 
{MlsieUce;  and'to  usdiq  yoM  Majesty,  that  if'by  yoit 
iftsctidnate  iateipORition  these  tsost  vnpleasant  amm- 
tions  should  be  bappUy  renfored,  tt  would  be  an  «fimx 
Aot  iess  grateM  to  oUr  ufads  than  aatisftctory  to 
yoar  Majesty's  own  tmugs  dispodtim." 


Wbedier  the  statement,  here  mentioned,  had   the 
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assailed  in  the  daily  papers  than  either  of  his  uncles, 
the  dukes  of  Cmnberland  or  Gloncester;  and  the 
limes,  a  publication  then  recently  established,  went 
so  far  as  to  say,  that  the  restoration  of  Us  Majesty's 
bodily  health  and  mental  facolties  had  proved  a  sore 
disappointment  to  the  hopes  of  his  second  son.  What 
ground  the  libeller  had  for  so  illiberal  and  preposterous 
an  insinuation^  he  deigned  not  to  state ;  nor  was  there 
a  man  of  common  sense  in  the  kingdom,  that  could 
have  been  imposed  upon  by  the  calumny,  however  it 
might  have  been  elaborated.  It  was  obvious  to  the 
whole  world,  that  the  zeal  of  the  Duke  arose  from 
the  purity  of  fraternal  friendship,  and  not  from  any 
motive  of  personal  interest  or  ambition:  to  accuse 
him,  therefore,  of  indulging  the  unnatural  wish  that  his 
parent  might  not  recover,  was  equally  unfeeling,  base, 
and  absurd. 

False  and  malicious,  however,  as  the  libel  was,  the 
most  prudent  course  to  have  been  adopted  in  regard 
to  it,  was  to  have  treated  it  with  silent  contempt, 
instead  of  this,  a  prosecution,  in  the  form  of  an  in- 
dictment, was  instituted  against  the  publisher;  and  on 
the  eleventh  of  July,  the  trial  came  on  before  Lord 
Kenyon  and  a  specifd  jury,  when,  after  some  delibera- 
tion, the  latter  delivered  their  verdict  of  guilty ;  and 
in  the  ensuing  term  judgment  was  pronounced  upon 
the  defendant,  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds,  to  be  im- 
prisoned twelve  months  in  Newgate,  to  stand  once 
in  the  pillory  at  Charing-Cross,  and  afterwards  give 
security  for  five  years,  himself  in  five  hundred  pounds, 
and  two  sureties  in  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  each* 
The  ignominious  part  of  this  sentence  was  afterwards 
remitted,  at  the  desire  of  the  Duke  himself:  notwith^ 
standing  which,   the  journalist   continued  the  same 

u 


nbmif  ^  "^  ^^^tence;  aod  ou  the 

be  po  ■"'\^  *^  Mlowiag   year,   he  was 

imri  '*"   ^■^^^■^Sf*S^^  **•  receive  sentence 

HUW<  -^^  "^tf*^^^    ''**'  **'®  ^"''  "hich  was  on 

**■"  ^^^^"Iki  *"''  ****  Dnke  of  York,  charging 

If  ^.r^J^*^^  demeaned  themselves  hs  to  have 

•  ^  fi^^^teA  displeaflure  of  tlie  King,  lie  was 

''|]]i«^^,«  fineof  one  hundred  pounds,  and  to 

^j^.'Lt^  another  year,  after  the  expiration  of  his 

K^**'"^-    '^'^  second  libel  was  on  tlie  l)ake  of 

fi*^'^  sccusiDg  him  of  misconduct  in  liis  naval 

i'^^'^tt,  A°^  particularly  charging  him  with  having 

jj*^  fttsna  his  station  without  the  autliority  of  the 

^jfslty,  or  the  leave  of  his  commanding  officer. 

fyf  this  last  libel,  the  publisher  of  the  Times  was 

^y  fined  one  hundred  pounds;    which,  it  must  be 

gjlowed,  was  a   lenient   punishment,   considering  the 

malignity  of  the  offence.     What  little  room  tliere  was 
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in  the  politest  manner,  declared  himself  unconscious 
of  any  merit  that  could  entitle  him  to  such  a  mark 
of  regard,  and  assured  them  that  he  should  ever 
remember  with  peculiar  pleasure  theip  iMHtiments  of 
loyalty  to  the  sovereign,  and  affection  for  his  own 
person.  - 

Thus  the  aspersion  thrown  upon  the  professional 
reputation  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  was  cleariy  wiped 
away  by  this  public  tribute  of  respect,  which,  coming 
from  those  who  were  the  best  judges  of  his  meti/t, 
must  be  considered  as  decisive. 

Yet,  aggravated  as  the  conduct  of  the  proprietor 
of  this  paper  was,  his  imprisonment  lasted  but  a  short 
time;  and  he  was  indebted  for  his  liberation  to  th« 
intercession  of  the  illustrious  persons  whom  he  had 
so  grossly  vilified. 

Such  were  the  most  prominent  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  royal  malady,  of  which  it  may  be 
truly  said,  that  it  forms  an  important  epoch  in  the 
history  of  England,  and  particularly  of  the  reigning 
family.  The  rejoicings  produced  by  the  recovery  of 
the  King  were  so  general,  that  they  extended  to  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  globe ;  and  at  Calcutta  an  incident 
occurred  worth  relating  in  this  place.  On  the  day  of 
the  festivity  there,  an  Armenian  merchant  nobly  libe- 
rated two  hundred  poor  debtors  from  the  gaol  of  the 
city,  and  sent  them  home  with  gladdened  hearts  to 
join  their '  families  in  the  general  felicity.  Compared 
with  this  act  of  munificence,  galas,  bonfires,  and  illumi-^ 
nations,  sink  into  contempt. 

Nor  caa  we  quit  this  interesting  subject  without 
exhibiting  another  illustrious  trait  of  virtue  and  gene- 
Tosity  at  home.  As  a  contrast  to  the  over  eager 
amMtioB  of  Fox  and  his  partisans  to  get  possessioB 
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«f  power,  in  pursuing  whit^  object  they  nmde  no 
9(»uple  tii  jdacing  the  heir  apparent  in  the  front  (rf*  the 
battle  g  let  us  toni  ibr  one  m<»nent  to  contemplate  the 
calm,  steady,  and  diuot^rested  conduct  of  the  minis- 
ter, lit.  Pitt  had  no  other  prospect  before  him,  in 
the  event  of  a  regency,  than  that  of  an  immediate  dis- 
missal from  office  <^  every  kind,  without  having  made 
any  provision  for  bia  support.  He  had  secured  nmther 
reversion  nor  pension,  and  tbe  small  private  fortune 
which  he  originally  received  from  his  father  was  wholly 
absorbed.  Yet  in  this  state  he  scorned  to  truckle  for 
favour ;  he  courted  not  the  lord  of  the  ascendant ;  and 
be  r^ected  all  offers  of  compromise  that  were  secretly 
made  to  him  by  the  friends  of  the  opposition.  Under 
these  circnmst^ces,  some  eminent  merchants  of  the 
city  of  London,  who  admired  him  for  bis  talents  and 
tevered  hi^n  for  his  integrity,  entered  into  a  private 
subscription  amcu^  themselves,  and  raised  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  to  enable  Mi.  Pitt  to 
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go  back  to  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  resume  his  practice  at 
the  bar,  either  in  the  Court  of  Chaticery,  or  the  King's 
Bencbj  as  might  be  most  convenient,  not  at  all  doubt- 
ing, but  that  by  diligent  application  he  should  secure 
an  honourable  subsistence  by  that  profession  to  which 
be  had  been  bred. 

This  fact  was  at  the  time  not  known,  except  to  the 
persons  immediately  concerned,  nor  was  it  ever  made 
public  till  long  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Such  was 
the  man  upon  whom  faction  cast  the  stigma  of  being 
actuated  solely  by  selfish  motives  in  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  respecting  the  regency. 

That  the  Duke  of  York  formed  the  same  wrong  esti- 
mate of  this  great  man's  character,  cannot  be  denied ; 
but  he  was  then  young,  ardent,  and  strongly  attached 
to  bis  brother :  besides  which,  there  was  something  in 
the  manners  of  Mr.  Pitt,  which  rather  repelled  than 
courted  confidence ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  party 
opposed  to  him  were  mostly  men  of  fascinating 
address,  fond  of  pleasure,  and  readily  mixing  with 
all  those  gaieties  of  life,  to  which  princes  in  their 
early  years  are  generally  believed  to  be  particularly 
attached. 

The  delusion,  however,  did  not  continue  long ;  and 
within  a  few  months,  the  Duke  was  so  impressed  with 
the  conviction  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  acted  throughout 
upon  the  most  upright  principles,  that  he  tendered 
him,  if  not  his  friendship,  at  least  his  esteem ;  and  the 
connexion  every  day  grew  closer,  nor  terminated  till 
death  deprived  the  King  of  the  most  faithful  servant 
he  ever  had,  and  Britain  of  the  ablest  statesman  that 
ever  directed  her  councils. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  state,  that  while  the  King 
remained  under  the  care  of  his  physicians  at  Windsor, 
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«f  the  Britiah  navy  and  army  were  there,  togeUier 
trith  those  of  tbe  Dutch  and  Portuguese  sqoadrons; 
and  as  the  ladies  of  the  place  appeared  in  miiforni 
dresses  made  for  the  oocasion,  the  whole  fbrmed  an 
OBCtHnmonly  gay  assembly.  His  excellency  the  go- 
venwr,  accompanied  by  alf  the  field  officers,  waited 
on  his  royal  highness  at  his  quarters,  attended  hira 
to  the  hotel,  and  entered  the  ball  room  at  half  an 
hoar  past  dgbt  o'clock.  The  dancing  coDtinned  till, 
aboat  a  qaarter  before  twelve,  when  the  prince  and 
Sir  Robert  Boyd,  preceded  by  the  managers,  and  fol- 
lowed by  the  rest  of  the  company,  went  into  the  sap- 
per room;  and  the  astonishment  then  visible  in  each  . 
countenance  at  the  onexpected  mf^nificence  of  the 
spectacle,  arrested  every  one  for  some  time.  A  select 
band  of  fifty  mnsiciaos,  playing  a  grand  march  as  the 
royal  gnest  moved  on  towards  a  canopy  of  state  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  room,  gave  peculiar  dignity  to 
the  btillJKBt  scene. 
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colonnade,  supporting  two  rows  of  balusters ;  one,  the 
front  of  the  orchestra,  the  other  for  unifoimity.  Fes- 
toons of  evergreens. and  flowers,  natural  and  artificial, 
were  formed  in  a  richly  ornamented  style,  and  sus- 
pended from  the  volutes  of  the  Ionic  capitals.  The 
canopy  was  very  elegantly  constructed,  and  covered 
with  pink  silk  and  silver  ornaments.  On  the  top  of 
it  was  the  figure  of  Fame,  holding  in  her  left  hand  a 
St.  George's  ensign,  which  reached  to  the  roof  of  the 
room.  On  the  back  of  the  seat  was  placed  the  prince's 
Coronet,  large,  and  properly  gilded ;  over  which,  and 
immediately  beneath  the  canopy,  was  an  Uluminated 
representation  of  the  Bising  Sun.  The  niches  on  each 
side  of  the  canopy  were  fiUed,  the  one  by  Minerva, 
in  the  attitude  of  inviting  the  prince's  attention  to 
Fame  above  him,  the  other  by  Victory  preparing  a 
laurel  crown.  The  whole  of  this  end  of  the  room  had 
a  most  beautiful  and  striking  elBfect.  The  supper  was 
a  very  elegant  one,  and  had  more,  both  of  abundance 
and  variety,  than  this  seemingly  inhospitable  rock 
appeared  capable  of  affording;  so  that  the  line^  of 
the  poet,  in  censure  of  habitual  luxury,  might,  on  this 
occasion,  be  applied  in  commendation  of  the  attention 
of  the  managers ; — 

Earth,  sea,  and  air, 
Were  this  day  ransacked  for  their  bill  of  fere. 

Although  Ceres  and  Bacchus  poured  forth  their 
stores  in  abundance,  yet  Prudence  presided  over  the 
whole;  for  perhaps  there  scarcely  ever  was  an  in- 
stance of  such  a  number  of  young  men  being  collected, 
with  a  predetermination  of  conviviality,  who  passed  a 
night  with  so  much  decorum ;  nor  of  so  large  a  com- 
pany being  assembled,  where  every  individual  was 
pleased  and  happy.    The  festivity  of  the  scene  was 


162  HKHOIR   OP   THB   DUKE  O^   YORK. 

considerably  be^:hteDed  by  a  judicious  selection  of 
catches,  and  other  Tocal  and  iostruinental  music,  very 
well  performed ;  and,  among  the  rest,  the  following^ 
soDg,  written  for  the  occasion,  was  sung  by  one  of  the 
boys  belonging  to  the  Queen's  regiment  of  foot,  iu  a 
very  pleasing  manner : — 

Ascending  Calpe's  stately  brow. 
We  see  sneet  flowas  spontaneous  grow; 
As  IbeM  thdr  mingling  sweets  dUcloBe, 
The  rocky  sleeps  their  lionor  lose: 
Rf^ed,  we  lum  our  eyes  lo  view 
Hie  distant  landscape*^  purple  hue, 
Hte  liquid  plain's  transparent  bound, 
Aod  scenes  Cot  mriike  deeds  renown'd. 
War's  n^i^  paths  have  abo  flowere — 
Gay  mirth,  and  song,  and  testive  hours ; 
And  from  the  sleep  ascent  to  Fame, 
Hie  prospect  of  a  ^orious  name. 
See,  o'er  yon  western  mountain's  shade. 
The  evening's  bhtriiii^  isdianre  taile! 
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''His  royal  higfaness  Prince  Edward  having  re- 
quested of  Sir  Rbbert  Boyd  to  express^  in  the  fullest 
manner  possible,  his  royal  highnesses  warmest  thanks 
to  the  whole  of  the  officers  of  this  garrison^  who  gave 
him  the  fete  of  the  11th  instant ;  Sir  Robert  Boyd,  in 
compliance  with  the  prince's  wishes,  has  thought  pro- 
per, by  putting  it  in  Public  Orders,  to  assure  himself 
of  every  officer  being  acquainted  how  flattering  to  his 
royal  highness  this  mark  of  their  attachment  to  him 
has  been,  and  how  sincerely  he  wishes  them  all  to  be 
acquainted  with  it." 

At  the  time  when  Prince  Edward  so  unexpectedly 
returned  home,  there  happened  to  be  in  England  an- 
other royal  exile,  of  a  different  character,  the  noted 
Philip  duke  of  Orleans,  who,  after  experiencing  the 
greatest   acts   of  kindness   from   his   august  relative 
Louis  the  Sixteenth,  endeavoured  to  deprive  him  of 
his  throne  and  his  life,  by  stirring  up  the  people  to 
rebellion.    This  unworthy  descendant  of  Henry  the 
Fourth  was  no  stranger  here,  having  visited  England 
under  his  former  title  of  Duke  de  Chartres,  about  five 
years  before;   at  which  period  he  received  from  the 
Prince  of  Wales  aU  the  respect  due  to  his  elevated 
rank.     On  the  present  occasion  his  royal  highness  paid 
him  a  formal  visit,  but  the  Duke  of  York  declined 
having  any  intercourse  with  him  whatever. 

The  degree  of  estimation  in  which  this  degenerate 
scion  of  the  Bourbons  was  now  held,  appeared  soon  after 
in  the  neglect  with  >vhich  he  was  treated  by  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  who  gave  a  grand  fete,  at  which  all  the 
foreigners  of  distinction  then  in  England  were  invited, 
except  Orleans.  The  duke  then  returned  to  France, 
where  he  continued  the  same  course  of  base  intrigue, 
and  servile  prostitution  to  the  prevailing  faction,  till. 
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by  way  of  reward,  they  took  away  his  property,  and 
next  bis  head. 

On  the  I8tb  of  September,  this  year,  a  breach  was 
made  io  the  royal  family  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
death  of  Henry  Frederick,  dake  of  Cumberland,  bro- 
ther to  the  King,  llus  prince  was  bom  November 
7th,  1745,  and  when  yonng  entered  into  the  naval 
service,  bat  did  not  attain  the  rank  of  admiral  till  the 
year  1788.  He  married  the  honourable  Anne  Horttm, 
widow  of  Christopher  Horton,  Esq. ;  and  the  daughter 
of  the  Earl  of  Carhampton ;  bot  she  had  no  issue  by 
either  husband. 

The  duke  was  ranger  of  Windsor  great  park,  from 
whence  he  had  returned  to  town  on  the  evening  pre- 
ceding his  death.  So  far,  indeed,  was  be  from  enter- 
taining any  idea  of  his  dissolntion,  that  his  band  was 
ordered  up  to  town  for  a  concert,  at  Cumberland 
House  in  Pall  Mall,  on  the  same  night,  and  he  had' 
also  appointed  to  meet  his  hounds  the  next  t 
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the  character  of  this  prince  has  been  much  misrepre- 
sented, no  apology,  it  is  presumed,  need  be  offered, 
for  the  following  sketch,  which  was  drawn  by  one  who 
knew  him  long  and  intimately. 

The  education  of  the  duke  was  not  equal  to  his 
birth;  but  those  who  know  the  indulgence  which 
must  nnaroidably  be  extended  to  persons  of  his  ele- 
vated rank,  as  well  as  the  temptations  to  which  such 
an  exalted  station  is.  necessarily  exposed,  will  not 
be  ready  to  arraign  his  tutors,  or  his  own  capacity,  if 
the  improvement  was  not  proportionate  to  his  opportu- 
nities. That  he  did  not  want  abilities,  may  be  safely 
asserted;  and  a  proof  of  this  declaration  may  be 
found  in  his  acquisition  of  the  modem  languages,  in 
which  he  was  competently  informed,  though  his  know- 
ledge was  acquired  rather  in  conversation  than  from 
any  regular  endeavours  at  an  attainment  of  them. 
His  skill  also  in  musical  performance,  and  judgment 
in  musical  composition,  as  well  as  taste  in  selection, 
must  be  admitted  as  evidence  of  a  capacity,  that,  if 
in  early  life  it  had  been  properly  directed  to  higher 
objects,  might  have  been  proportionally  successful. 
To  those  who  were  not  upon  an  intimate  footing  with 
him,  his  conversation  seemed,  according  to  the  ex- 
pression of  Hotspur,  "  bald  unjointed*  chat  ;'  but 
those  who  enjoyed  his  confidence  often  heard  remarks 
that  indicated  shrewd  observation,  and  a  knowledge 
of  the  world.  This  declaration  is  so  little  consonant 
with  the  general  ideas  of  the  public  respecting  the 
character  of  the  duke,  that  it  may  be  treated  with 
ridicule,  as  well  as  received  with  incredulity ;  but  let 
it  be  considered,  that  the  opinions  of  mankind  were 
adverse  to  his  intellectual  reputation,  and  that,  when- 
ever he  spoke,  his  auditors  were  rather  prepared  to 
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expect  something  firi'voloas,  than  U>  examine  whether 
what  he  uttered  was  really  so  or  not 

The  truth  is,  he  possessed  a  strong  flow  of  spirits, 
which  betrayed  liim  into  conversation  before  he  had 
sufficiently  reflected  apon  what  he  was  incliaed  to 
say,  though  his  most  precipitate  observations  wtn 
always  less  exceptionable,  in  point  of  Judgment,  than 
the  malignant  and  satirical  have  been  disposed  to 
represent.  Another  consideration,  which  has  by  no 
means  been  attended  to  so  much  as  candour  required, 
was  the  indistinct  ouuiner  in  which,  perhaps  by  some 
defect  in  his  organs,  he  usually  expressed  himself. 
This  inaccurate  mode  of  d^very  was  often  the  occa- 
sion of  many  injurious  misconceptions ;  for  what  be 
said  was  not  always  understood,  and  his  hearers, 
rather  than  give  him  the  trouble  of  repetition,  have 
pretended  to  comprehend  his  meaning,  sometimes  con- 
ceiving that  what  he  said  would  not  have  deserved 
attentiwi,  if  it  had  been  intelligibly'  conveyed;  but 
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abundaace ;  bat  the  wild  and  debasing  sensnaKty  that 
marks  our  present  tribe  of  fashionable  young  men 
was  never  discoverable  in  his  conduct.  He  was^  upon 
some  well-known  occasions^  led  astray  by  youth  and 
beauty;  but  when  mankind  consider  the  attractions 
which  distinguished  ihe  objects  to  whom  his  attach- 
ment became  so  conspicuous^  it  will  be  reasonably 
concluded^  that,  with  the  means  of  obtaining  the  fa- 
vours of  those  objects,  it  was  more  natural  that  he 
should  enjoy  them,  than  to  behold  such  allurements 
with  philosophical  indifference,  or  turn  away  from 
them  with  frigid  apathy. 

There  was  one  trait  in  the  character  of  the  duke, 
which,  though  appasently  trifling  m  its  nature,  evinced 
a  sense  of  decorum,  and  a  value  for  the  proper  rela- 
tions of  Ufe,  that  deserves  to  be  recorded,  and  which 
can  never  be  considered  as  the  feature  of  a  weak  and 
frivolous  mind.  It  is  universally  known  that  he  was 
in  the  habits  of  the  most  familiar  condescension  with 
persons  who  were  not  at  all  distinguished  for  talents, 
and  that  a  haughty  and  capricious  pride  formed  no 
part  of  his  character ;  but  though  he  would  treat  with 
the  utmost  affability  such  persons  whenever  he  found 
them  engaged  in  their  proper  province,  and  upon  ordi- 
nary occasions ;  yet  if  he  saw  that  they  neglected  the 
duties  of  their  profession,  and  entered  too  warmly  in 
the  career  of  pleasure,  he  always  withdrew  his  counte- 
nance, and  upon  that  account  alone  would  wholly 
relinquish  his  connexion  with  them,  and^  however 
intimate  previously,  never  afterwards  behave  to  them 
as  if  he  had  before  honoured  them  with  his  notice. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  ensuing  year,  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland's  musical  collections  and  library  were 
sold.    The  former  consisted  of  the  works  oi'  almost  all 
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the  composera  of  Europe,  for  near  two  hundred  years 
past.  His  royal  highness  was  possessed  of  a  violin 
by  Staiaer,  one  hondred  and  twenty-one  years  old; 
and  the  fortnnate  purchaser  gare  for  it  one  hundred 
and  thirty  g^neas.  Other  insiranents  fetched  equally 
high  prices.  The  books  were  sold  as  extravagantly, 
but  the  dearest  article  of  all  was  the  "Antichita  di 
Roma,"  which  bad  been  given  to  the  duke  by  Pope 
Clement  the  Fourteenth.  I^iis  superb  work  was  bong^t 
for  the  King  by  Mr.  Gray.  '■ 

It  is  time  now  to  torn  tirom  collateral  matter,  to  the 
jiunediateiatiijectof  the  iKEeKntbiograpbr.'.;^  .'.rrf  r| 
^'I'On.the:  WveiUeeBth.of  Haxch,  iS9h^  Rcn^HAwt 
<8ooJatgr';4tf  ftL  Patrick  held  *'■"-  ""frr"~"Tr7  jTlttLljilff 
«t,<tl^<l<eiidOB  Tavern ;  wheoj  Earl -Fifzwi;^9HV(  4JV 
^ppsidcirt,  -WM  aooon^iaBied  by  the  .JitiJ».^  •Xiftiilb 
mtd  otbtr  penonages  of  diatinclfan.  .Xb^iopllcctrai^ 
ftfta^-4ia)im,  amennted  toi  tha  aupxecetoiti9d..|Hua(jff 
Ighteen  hundred  pounds,  incIudiuR  the  benefactic 
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CHAP.  IV. 


PROM   A.  D.  1791   TO  1793. 

It  baft  already  bem  stated,  that  the  Duke  of  York, 
during  bis  long  leudence  in  Grermany,  had  frequent 
opportonitieft  of  witnessing  the  accomplishments  of 
the  princess  royal  of  Prussia ;  and  that  a  correspon- 
dence commenced,  which  was  continued  after  the 
letnin  of  his  royal  highness  to  England.  This  would 
have  produced  a  nearw  connexion  before  the  present 
year,  bad  it  not  been  for  the  lamented  illness  of  the 
King,  apd  th6  untoward  circumstances  to  which  that 
event  gare  rise. 

The  purchase  of  York  House,  at  Whitehall,  had  this 
-alliance  in  view ;  but  matters  were  not  brought  to  a 
definitive  arrangem^it  till  the  spring,  when  every  diffi- 
culty being  removed,  the  Duke  left  London  at  six  in 
the  morning  of  the  first  of  May,  for  Berlin ;  where  he 
arrived  in  less  than  a  fortnight,  and  on  the  24th  accom- 
panied his  Prussian  majesty  to  the  grand  review  of 
his  troops ;  there  being  present  besides.  Prince  Lewis 
of  Prussia,  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Anhalt  Dessau, 
the  Prince  of  Baden,  and  several  foreigners  of  high 
distinction.  On  the  28th,  the  king  returned  to  Pots- 
dam ;  and  on  the  31st  he  gave  a  grand  dinner  at  Char- 
lottMiborgh,  in  honour  of  the  Duke  of  York. 

^  V 
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All  matters  of  settlement  being  adjusted, 'and  care 
taken  to  obtain  from  the  angust  bridegroom  a  solemn 
renunciation  of  any  claim  to  the  throne  of  Prassla,  in 
case  of  the  failure  of  heirs  male  on  the  part  of  the 
reigning  dynasty,  .the  marriage  was  solemnized  with 
great  pomp  in  the  palace  of  Berlin,  on  the  erening  of 
the  S»th  of  September. 

About  six  o'clock  all  persons  who  were  of  princely 
blood  assembled  in  gala,  in  the  apartment  of  the 
dowager  queen,  where  the  diamond  crown  u'as  put  on 
the  head  of  the  Princess  Frcderica.  The  generals, 
ministera,  ambassadors,  and  principal  nobility,  had  by 
this  time  assembled  in  the  White  Hall. 

Immediately  after  the  clock  had  struck  seven,  the 
Duke  of  York  led  the  Princess  his  spouse,  whose  train 
was  carried  by  four  ladies  of  the  c»>art,  preceded  by  the 
gentlem«i  of  the  chamber,  and  the  court  officers  of 
Btate,  throngh  all  the  parade  apartments  into  the  White 
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tory,  M.  Von  Sack,  made  a  speech  inGennao.  This  being 
done,  rings  were  exchanged,  and  the  illustrious  couple 
kneeling  on  the  sofa,  were  married  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  Lutheran  chnrch.     The  whole  ended  with  a 
prayer;  and  twelve  guns,  placed  in  the  garden,  haying 
fired  three  rounds,  the  benediction  was  given;  after 
which  the  new-married  couple  received  the  congratu- 
lations of  their  royal  relatives.    Then  -they  returned  in 
the  same  manner  to  the  state  apartments,  where  the 
royal  family  and  their  party  sat  down  to  card  tables ; 
after  which,  the  whole  court,  the  high  nobility,  and  the 
ambassadors,  sat  down  to  supper,  which  was  served 
on  six  tables.    The,  first  of  these  was  placed  under  a 
canopy  of  crimson  velvet,  and  the  viands  were  served 
upon  gold  dishes  and  plates.    Lieut.-general  Bornstadt 
and  Count  firuhl  had  the  honour  to  carve,  but  witli- 
out  being  seated*     The  two  other  tables,  at  which  sat 
the  generals,  n^inisters,   ambassadors,   all   the   great 
officers  of  the  court,  and  the  high  nobility,  w  ere  served 
in  separate  apartments.    Those  who  did  the  honours 
at  these    tables  were,   at    the  lirst.   Prince   Sucker, 
minister  of  state ;  at  the  second.  General  MooUendorf; 
at  the  third.  Count  Junckenstein,  minister  of  state ; 
at  the  fourth.  Count  Schulemberg,  lieutenant-general 
and  minister  of  state ;  and  at  the  fifth,  Major-general 
Bischoffswerder. 

During  supper,  music  kept  playing  in  the  ,u:alleriei^ 
of  the  first  hall,  beginning  when  the  conipany  (entered, 
and  continuing  incessant  till  the  repast  ended.  At 
the  dessert,  the  royal  table  was  served  with  a  beautiful 
set  of  china,  the  workmanship  of  the  Berlin  uianuliio; 
tory. 

Supper  being  over,  the  whole  assembly  repaired  to 
the  White  Hall,-  where  tlie  trumpet,  timbrel,  and  oilier 
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mmic,  wer*  playing.  The  flambeau  dance  then  began, 
■t  which  the  mlnistera  of  state  carried  the  torches. 
WIA  thU  ended  the  festiTity. 

The  new  couple  yicre  attended  to  their  apartment' 
bgr  the  reigning  queen  and  the  qneen  dowager.  1^ 
Ihihe  of  York  wore  on  this  happy  day  the  En^iM 
■nifoim ;  and  the  Princeas  Frederica  was  dieased  in 
a  loit  of  diap  d'argeut,  ornamented  with  diamonds. 
-  Their  royal  highnesses  left  Berlin  on  the  17Ui  df 
October,  and  arrived  at  Hanover  on  the  25th,  where 
they  staid  eight  days ;  and  then  proceeded  to  OsakF' 
bvtgh,  at  which  place  they  bdd  a  court  for  four  days. 
They  then  went  to  BmsseLs,  where  they  met  the 
duchess  dowager  of  Cnmbeiiand,  who  had  jnst  left 
Bigland.  After  resting  one  day  at  this  place,  their 
royal  hi^utesses  set  ont  for  lisle,  where  they  were 
detained  a  day  in  consequence  of  the  revolutionary 
qniit  of  the  populace,  whose  violent  prejudices  against 
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age^  ttoogh  shorty  it  was  tfaanght  requisite  to  stop  at 
the  Ydrk  Hotel  till  the  next  moming,  wfaen^  at  an 
early  hour^  they  set  out  for  town,  and  breakfasted  at 
Sittingboame.  On  the  Kent  road,  a  party  of  the  life 
Guards  met,  and  escorted  tiiem  the  remainder  of  the 
way,  till  they  came  to  Tork  House,  where  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  his  brother  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  were 
in  readiness  to  greet  th^a.  The  Prince  reoeiyed  the 
Duchess  in  the  Great  Hall,  with  that  unaffected  grace 
for  whicli  hef  was  always  pre-eminently  distinguished. 
He  saluted  his  new  sister  in  the  most  affectionate 
maimer,  and,  taking  her  by  the  hand,  congratulated 
her  beavtily^  in  tiie  Gterman  language,  upon  her  happy 
He  tlien  saluted  in  the  same  manner  the 
lady  who  accompanied  the  Duchess,  and  had 
ridden  with  her  all  the  way  in  the  royal  carriage. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Duke  of  Clarence  hastened 
away  with  the  pleasing  intelligence  to  the  rest  of  the 
fJEonily  at  Buckingham  House ;  where,  at  nine  o'clock, 
the  Duke  of  Yoik  was  introduced  to  the  King  and 
Queen  by  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The  Duchess,  how- 
ever, being  somewhat  indisposed,  after  seeing  the 
P|ince  and  Duke  of  Clarence,  was  attended  by  Dr. 
Warren,  upon  whose  recommendation  she  retired  to 
repose. 

On  Sunday  at  noon  the  Duke  of  York  walked 
to  Cariton  House,  and  returned  with  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  who  staid  at  York  House  more  than  an  hour. 
Meanwhile,  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  in  town  con- 
tinved  to  leave  their  cards ;  but  no  persons  whatever 
were  introduced  to  the  Duchess. 

At  about  a  quarter  before  four  the  Prince  of  Wales 
-arrived  again^  and  within  a  few  minutes  afterwards 
lu»  nnyal  higlmess  handed  the  Dachess  to  hiK  carriage. 
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the  Duke.of  York  and  Duke  of  Clarence  following  them. 
Tbc  Duchess  of  course  had  the  right  hand  scat  of  the 
coach,  aad  the  Prince  sat  by  her ;  the  Duke  of  York 
sitting  opposite  the  bride,  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence  to 
the  Prince.  There  was  no  guard  at  the  house ;  but  an 
officer  of  the  guards,  being  one  of  the  Duke's  household, 
.  attended  uncovered  at  the  door  of  the  carriage  several 
minutes  before  their  appearance.  The  populace,  vthca 
the  Duchess  came  out,  spontaneously  took  oQ'  their 
bats,  and  set  up  such  a  shout,  that  her  royal  highness, 
who  had  so  recently  witnessed  the  incivility  of  repub- 
lican manners,  turned  pale  and  trembled ;  but  being 
assured  by  the  Prince  that  this  was  the  ebuUitiou  of 
loyal  feeling  on  tlie  part  of  the  people,  she  assumed 
courage,  smiled  graciously,  and  bowed  repeatedly. 

Two  officers  followed  in  the  Duke's  carriage  to 
Buckingham  House,  where  the  Duchess  had  been  in- 
vited to  dine  with  the  Queen.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the 
,  the  Duchess  ol"  York,  was  conducted   bv 
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m  one  coach,  and  the  princesses  Elizabeth,  Maty, 
Sophia,  and  Amelia,  attended  by  lady  Charlotte  Finch, 
in  another,  paid  a  visit  to  York  House,  where  they 
were  received  by  the  Duke  and  Duchess,  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  attended  by  the 
officers  of  the  household. 

After  reciprocal  salutations  in  the  Great  Hall,  their 
Majesties  and  the  princesses  were  led  to  the  lower 
apartment  fronting  the  Park,  where  tea,  coffee,  and 
.  other  refreshments,  were  prepared.  The  ceremonial  on 
this  occasion  was  thus : — Tea  and  coffee,  introduced  by 
the  servants  in  waiting,  received  by  gentlemen  of  the 
Duke's  establishment,  who  handed  the  same  to  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  presented  by 
him  to  the  King;  Another,  received  by  the  Duke,  was 
handed  by  him  to  the  Duchess,  and  presented  by  her 
to  the  Queen.  At  a  quarter  after  ten  their  Majesties 
and  the  princesses  returned  to  the  Queen's  house ;  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York,  and 
the  Duke  of  Clarence,  attending  them  to  the  carriage. 

The  ceremony  of  a  re-niarriage,   according  to  the 
iritual  of  the  established  church  of  this  kingdom,  was 
rendered  indispensable  by  the  Royal  Marriage  Act; 
which  directs  that  his   Majesty's   consent  shall  not 
only  pass  the  great  seal,  but  shall  also  be  set  out  in 
the  license  and  register  of  marriage.     His  Majesty's 
consent  did   pass  the  great  seal,  at  Weymouth,   on 
the  very  day  preceding  the  ceremonial  at  Berlin :  but 
the  latter  direction  of  the  statute  could  only  be  com- 
plied with  in  this  country,  as  our  archbishop  had  no 
authority  to  grant  a  license  for  the  solemnization  of 
a  marriage  in  Prussia ;  nor  could  a  marriage  be  regis- 
tered, except  in  the  parish  or  place  where  it  was  per- 
formed. 
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Sach  being  the  provision  of  the  law  for  the  secmity 
of  the  state,  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  the  33d  of 
November,  was  appointed  for  the  ceremony  to  take 
place  at  the  Qaeen's  palace.  Accordingly,  at  seven 
o'clock  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  (Dr.  Hoore,)  the 
bishop  of  London,  (Dr.  Portens,)  and  the  lord  chan- 
cellor Tbarlow,  arrived  at  Bockingham  Hoose :  the 
uchbishop  attended  by  two  pages  and  his  train- 
bearer  ;  and  the  lord  chancellor  in  his  full  robes,  with 
&e  great  seal  of  England  carried  before  him,  and  his 
train  borne. 

At  half-past  eight  o'clock  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Tork,  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence, 
entered  the  palace,  and  were  immediately  conducted 
to  her  H^esty's  drawing-room.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  two  prelates  and  the  chancellor  were  in  a  separate 
room  for  seal  three-quaiters  of  an  hour,  proparing  the 
form  of  the  register. 

At  nine  o'clock  the  bishops  and  chancellor,  having 

■were  ready,  were  admitted  into 

jocession.   at- 
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Hj^estj  at  the  other  extremity;  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  York  being  in  the  centre ;  the  archbishop 
opposite  to  them;  the  lord  chancellor  standing  l>e.- 
hind  his  grace;  the  Prince  of  Wales  next  the  Duchess ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Clarence^  close  to  his  brother  of 
Yolk.  The  princesses  were  seated  on  chairs  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  altar.  The  Prince  of  Wales 
gave  the  bride  away;  and  as  soon  as  the  religious 
service  was  finished^  the  Duchess  of  York  went  to  his ' 
Majesty,  and  attempted  to  kneel,  which  the  King 
with  some  difficulty  prevented,  and,  raising  her  in  his 
atfms>  4iiilyraced  her  most  affectionately. 

The<ertificaie.o£  the  marriage  was  then  signed  by 
tli^  .'A^jestieSj  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of 
Ciarence,^  and  lastly,  by  the  chancellor ;  after  whicli, 
bia  lordship  with  the  prelates  retired,  and  instantly 
kfit  the  palace. 

The  royal  family  now  returned  to  the  drawing-room ; 
and  at  a  few  minutes  before  eleven  o'clock,  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  went  back  to  their  own  house,  accom- 
panied by  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Duke  of  Clarence, 
aO'  elegant  supper  having  been  provided  for  their 
raitertainment. 

On  this  interesting  occasion,  the  Duchess  of  York 
was  dressed  in  white  satin,  with  tassels  and  fringe  of 
gold^  axid  a  profusion  of  diamonds.  In  her  head-dress 
she  wore  feathers,  and  three  brilliant  pins,  which  were 
presented  to  her  by  the  King  at  the  precedin^^  visit. 
The  whole  royal  family  also  presented  the  Duchess  with 
a  most  el^ant  and  valuable  assortment  of  diamonds, 
consisting  of  ear-rings,  necklace,  and  other  ornaments. 
The  Duke  was  in  his  regimentals,  the  Prince  wore  a 
chocolate-coloured  suit,  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence  was 
in  his  full  uniform. 
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'  On  Thursday  the  24tb,  her  Majesty  bdd  an  extra 
drawing-iooiD,  for  the  purpose  of  poblicly  receiving 
the  Duchess  of  York.  At  three  o'clock  her  royal 
highness  went  to  St.  James's  palace  in  her  state 
coach,  accompanied  by  the  Dnke,  and  attended  by 
lady  Anbe  Fitzroy,  escorted  by  a  party  of  Life  Guards. 
Upon  her  royal  highness's  arrival,  she  went  first  to 
her  Hiyesty's  apartooents,  who  was  waiting  to  receive 
'her.  AAer  paying  her  respects  to  the  Qaeen,  she 
retamed  through  the  guard  chamber,  and  went  into 
the  drkwing-room,  where,  after  paying  her  respects  to 
the  King,  and  graciously  condescending  to  gratify  the 
curiosity  of  the  brilliant  circle  that  had  assembled  on 
the  occasion,  for  about  half  an  hour,  she  withdrew 
with  lady  Fitzroy,  and  returned  to  York  House. 

The  dress  of  her  royal  highness,  on  this  occasion, 
was  remarkably  splendid.  The  shape  and  train  were 
composed  of  a  white  tissue,  spotted  very  richly  with 
silver,  and   trimmed  witU  broad   silver  fringes,  there 
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encircled  the  right  part  of  the  head-dress,  to  which 
were  added  the  three  diamond  pins,  set  to  resemble 
stars,  that  had  been  presented  to  her  royal  highness 
by  the  King.  She  also  wore  the  diamond  ear-rings 
presented  to  her  by  the  Queen,  and  a  number  of  other 
rich  ornaments  of  brilliants,  which  sparkled  with  un- 
common lustre. 

The  Duke  of  York  was  in  his  regimentals,  and  he 
also  wore  a  great  number  of  diamonds:  but  what 
attracted  most  notice,  was  his  sabre,  which  was  a 
present  from  the  king  of  Prussia,  of  great  value. 

All  the  royal  family,  except  the  bride  and  bride- 
groom, wore  elegant  silver  favours;  and  the  rest  of 
the  company  strove,  by  the  costliness  of  their  dress,  to 
do  honour  to  the  illustrious  stranger. 

Scarcely  had  this  addition  been  made  to  the  royal 
family,  than  a  question  arose,  of  no  less  grave  import 
than — ^the  precise  rank  to  which  her  highness  of  Yori^ 
was  entitled  to  take  in  this  country.  This  subject 
having  engaged  much  attention,  both  in  and  out. of 
the  court  circle,  it  was  resolved  by  their  Majesties  to 
have  the  point  settled  by  the  college  of  arms.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  question  was  submitted  to  the  learned 
professors  of  blazonry,  who,  after  turning  over  many 
ponderous  volumes,  and  examining  a  number  of  pre- 
cedents in  the  records  of  the  herald's  office,  gave  their 
judgment, — that  rank  dates  from  birth,  and  has  no  rela- 
tion to  marriage;  in  consequence  of  which,  it  was 
decreed,  that  the  princesses  of  England  should  take 
precedence  of  the  princess  of  Prussia. 

The  novelty  of  a  royal  marriage  in  England  gave 
a  peculiar  degree  of  interest  to  the  present  nuptials ; 
and  a  general  expression  of  satisfaction  was  mani- 
fested throughout  the  nation,  at  an  event  from  which 
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nutch  ha^pioesR  was  anticipated.  The  corporation  of 
tlw  city  of  London  led  the  way  in  addresses  of  con- 
grainlation,  first  to  the  King,  and  next  to  the  Duke 
and  Dudiess  of  Torit. 

.  On  the  l&th  of  December,  at  two  o'clock,  the  lord 
auiyor,  in  the  city  statecoach,  followed  by  the  sheriffs, 
and  a  nnmerons  train  of  aldermen,  the  recorder,  and 
tiro  hundred  ctnnmon  councU  men,  arrived  at  St. 
jFatnes's,  where  they  were  introduced  to  the  Dnke  of 
Torit,  who  sat  in  one  of  Prince  Edward's  apartments, 
on  a  chair  of  state,  when  the  recorder  read  the  addns« 
«a  follows : — 

'  "  May  .  it  please  yoai  Royal  Highness, — We,  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermoi,  and  commons  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  commtrn  council  assembled,  ever  fervently 
attached  to  the  House  of  Bmnsvrick,  feel  the  most 
lively  satisfiiotiott  in  approaching  your  Royal  High- 
aess  with  oar  sincere  congratulations  on  your  mar- 
ivith  the  Princesa  Royal  of  the  august  llonsi 
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"  Your  expressions  of  joy  on  the  occasion  of  my 
marriage,  give  me  the  highest  satisfaction ;  and  the 
city  of  London  may  rely  upon  my  unabating  zeal  for 
their  welfare  and  prosperity,  and  on  my  constant 
endeavours  to  preserve  their  affection  and  regard." 

The  lord  mayor  and  his  brethren  were  then  intro- 
duced to  the  Duchess,  who  sat  on  a  chair  of  state  in 
one  of  the  apartments  on  the  Queen's  side,  with  her 
attendants  on  each  hand.  The  recorder  then  read  and 
presented  the  following  address,  which  was  received 
very  graciously : — 

"May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, — We,  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  common  council  assembled,  with  peculiar 
satisfaction  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  to  greet 
your  Royal  Highness  on  your  safe  arrival  in  this  king- 
dom, and  to  offer  our  warmest  compliments  of  con- 
gratulation on  your  auspicious  nuptials  with  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York. 

"Truly  happy  to  testify  how  sincerely  we  parti- 
cipate in  the  general  joy  of  your  Royal  Highncss's 
union  with  an  illustrious  son  of  our  beloved  sovereign, 
we  cannot  but  express  our  ardent  wish  that  you  may 
long  experience  every  degree  of  felicity  which  can 
result  from  so  distinguished  an  alliance/' 

To  this  address  the  Duchess  returned  the  follow- 
ing answer : — 

'*  My  Lord  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, — I  thank  you  for 
your  congratulations,  so  expressive  of  love  and  duty 
to  the  King  our  sovereign,  and  of  affection  to  the 
Duke  of  York  and  myself.  They  make  impression  on 
my  mind,  and  it  shall  be  my  constant  and  unremitting 
study  to  continue  to  deserve  the  esteem  of  the  city  of 
London." 
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On  tbe  21st  of  this  month,  Richmond  House,  in  the 
Privy  Garden,  was  bnnit  to  the  ground ;  but  a  great 
part  of  the  valuable  furniture,  the  whole  of  the  library, 
papers,  and  most  of  the  pictures  and  curiosities,  were 
saved,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  exertions  of  tbe 
Duke  of  York,  who  at  the  first  alann  hastened  to  the 
spot  with  about  three  hundred  of  the  Coldstream  regi- 
ment, and  kept  off  the  mob.  During  the  conflagra-' 
tioD,  a  favourite  spaniel,  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  was  observed  at  the  window  of  an  apart- 
ment, jumping,  and  endeavouring  to  force  his  way 
through  the  glass.  On  his  grace  offering  a  reward  to 
any  person  that  would  save  the  dog,  a  waterman,  by 
means  of  ladders  fastened  together,  mounted  to  the 
window,  threw  up  the  sash,  and,  at  the  risk  of  bis 
own  life,  brought  the  animal  down  safe.  The  Duke 
of  Richmond  gave  the  man  ten  guineas,  and  the  Duke 
of  York  one,  for  this  act  of  courage. 

London  never  exhibited   a  gayer  appearance  than 
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into  the  drawing-room  itself,  thougli  contrary  to  eti- 
quette. A  great  number  of  the  principal  nobility 
came  eariy,  and  about  two  o'clock,  when  the  arrival 
of  their  Majesties  and  princesses  was  announced,  the 
lane  through  which  they  passed  was  formed  by  six 
or  seyen  rows  in  each  apartment.  As  his  Majesty 
went  along  this  avenue  to  the  drawing-room,  he  noticed 
the  persons  of  fashion  on  both  sides,  but  without 
stopping  for  conversation. 

The  Queen^  however,  spoke  for  one  or  two  minutes 
to  almost  every  one  known  to  her  Majesty ;  and  the 
nght  side  of  the  last  antechamber  was  i^arly  occu- 
pied by  ladies,  vrith  whom  she  conversed  separately, 
and  with  great  affability,  for  some  time. 

The  drawing-room  filled  immediately  after  the  royal 
entry,  when  the  King  remained  on  the  right  side,  and 
the  Queen  on  the  left,  very  near  the  doors,  and  with- 
out approaching  the  throne. 

By  this  time  the  crowd  was  so  great,  that  many 
ladies  were  more  than  an  hour  in  passing  from  the 
doors  to  the  circles,  though  not  distant  more  than 
four  yards  ^  and  several  being  unable  to  support  the 
fatigue,  went  away  without  reaching  them.  The  pres- 
sure was  chiefly  on  the  side  of  the  room  occupied  by 
her  Majesty,  for  there  were  the  princesses,  and  as 
many  ladies  as  could  approach  them,  forming  not 
80  much  a  circle  about  the  Queen,  as  a  lane  extend- 
ing on  her  left,  as  far  as  the  Princess  Sophia,  the  most 
distant  of  the  royal  group. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  entered  the  drawing-room  at 
five  minutes  before  four;  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
York  in  about  ten  minutes  after ;  and  the  Prince  of 
Wales  nearly  at  the  same  time.  The  Prince  and  his 
two  brothers,  after  paying  their  respects,  went  to  dis- 
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ticBt  parts  of  the  room,  and  were  sarrounded  by  circle 
of  their  friends.  Tbd  Dnchess  of  YoA,  during  the 
short  time  of  her  stay,  remainied  with  the  Queen ;  bat 
hot  royal  UshDess,'4oon  aAerh^  arrival,  became  in- 
disposed,  and,  on  going  into  the  antechamber,  faint- 
ed'away.  Hartshorn  and  water  were  immediately 
bndght;  and  When  her  royal  highness  was  safficiently 
recovered,  she  went  home. 

The  Dnchess,  this  being  her  first  appearance  at 
comt'on  a  birth-day,  was  more  magnificently  dressed 
then  she  had  been  since  her  arrival.  All  that  art 
coold  aoeomplinh,  as  well  in  elegance  as  in  richness, 
was'dlsplayed ;  and  she  may  be  said,  without  a  quibble, 
to  have  shone  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  The  petti- 
coat was  of  white  crape,  interspersed  with  jewels  in 
the-  form  of  stripes,  trimmed  round  the  bottom  with  « 
wreath  of  pineapples  set  in  brilliants,  and  richly  fes- 
tooned with  mosaic  crape,  edged  with  small  wreath* 
of  Uie  same.     It  waa  fastened  on  the  left  side  with  a 
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the  fan  at  the  tNrttom.  The  shoes  wOfe  df  purple 
leather,  omameiited  with  a  miming  pattern  of  bril-^ 
Hants  from  the  toe  to  the  instep^  aikd  a  row  of  lalrge 
diamonds  round  the  quarters,  with  a  frin^  of  dia^ 
monds  hung  so  as  to  play  with  the  motion  of  the  foot. 

When  her  royal  highness  set  out  ftom  York  House 
to  go  to  court,  she  was  saluted  with  a  concert  of  lnar>- 
row-bones  and  clearers;  the  inharmonious  sound  of 
which  had  such  an  efiect  upon  hdr  nerves,  that  she 
appeared  very  much  alarmed,  tiU  her  attendahts  suc- 
ceeded in  making  her  understand  that  it  was  meant  ds 
a  compliment.  She  then  recorered  her  spitits,  and 
courteously  bowed  to  the  performers,  who,  as  well  as 
the  crowd,  rang  the  air  with  their  acclamations* 

In  the  evening,  at  the  boll,  a  singular  act  of  audacity 
took  place.  While  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  talking 
to  the  King,  he  felt  a  quick  pull  at  his  sword,  and  on 
looking  round  perceived  that  the  diamond  guard  of  the 
hilt  was  broken  off,  and  suspended  only  by  a  small 
piece  of  wire,  which,  owing  to  its  elasticity,  did  not 
break.  The  person  who  was  supposed  to  have  been 
guilty  of  this  daring  attempt  was  exceeditigly  well 
dressed,  and  had  much  the  exterior  of  a  man  of 
fisuihion.  The  diamonds,  on  the  part  which  was  the 
object  of  attack,  were  worth  three  thousand  pounds. 

On  the  last  day  of  January,  L792,  parliament  assem- 
bled, when  the  King  began  his  speech  with  announcing 
the  chai^;e  that  had  taken  place  in  his  family,  and 
expressed  his  confidence  that  he  should  be  enabled,  by 
their  concurrence,  to  moke  a  suitable  provision  for  the 
estoblishmeiit  of  the  Ihike  and  Duchess  of  York. 

After  the  departure  of  his  Majesty,  motions  were 
nade  and  carried,  in  both  houses,  for  addresses  of 
congratalation  to  the  King,  the  Queen,  and  the  royal 

2a 
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pail.  To  thaae  compliments  proper  aoiwers  weie 
given;  and  on  the  nrenteenth  of  Febroary,  the  chan- 
cattor.of'liie  exchequer  presented  to  the  commons  a 
cop;  of  tlw  treaty  entered  into  between  his  Majesty 
aAd  tbe'Kinp  of  Pmssia,  on  the  marriage  of  the  Duke 
fd.  Yorit  and  the  Princess  Frederica.  By  this  con- 
tnct,'.it  appeared  that  his  Prossian  majesty  gave  to 
'his ^  daughter  one  hondred  tboosand  crowns;  which 
■am,  in  case  of  her  death  without  issue,  was  to  revert 
to  the  king; — that  bis  royal  highness  had  settled  on 
the  princess  four  thousand  a  year,  and  the  interest 
oi  six  thousand  pounds  for  pin-money  and  daily  ex- 
penses ; — that  his  Britannic  Majesty  granted  a  coun- 
ter-portion of  one_  hundred  thousand  crowns  to  her 
royal  Ini^iness,  and  engaged  to  secure  to  the  pfio- 
cess,  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  Duke,  eight  thousand 
a  year  for .  her  jointnn>,  with  a  residence  and  suitable 


On  the  seventh  of  March,  the  bonse  of  commons 
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of  Yoffc.  The  way  in  which  he  should  propose  that 
this  should  be  accomplished,  would  be  to  empower 
his  Majesty  to  grant  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  the 
sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  annually;  which 
added  to  the  twelve  thousand  already  granted  to  his 
royal  highness  out  of  the  civil  list,  and  to  seven, 
thousand  out  of  the  Irish  revenue,  would  render  the 
amount  of  his  income  thirty-seven  thousand  pounds 
per  annum.  Lastly,  he  had  to  mention  what  he  hoped 
would  be  a  distant  contingency,  if  the  event  should, 
ever  hapx>en — ^that  of  her  royal  highness  surviving- 
the  Duke.  In  that  case,  he  should  propose  that  the 
jointure  of  her  royal  highness  should  be  eight  thou- 
sand a  year,,  payable  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
Mr.  Pitt  added,  that  he  should  propose  the  payment 
of  the  annuity  to  be  computed  from  the  fifth  of  July 
1791.  He  concluded  by  moving,  "That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  committee,  that  a  sum,  or  sums,  of 
money,  not  exceeding  eighteen  thousand  pounds  in 
the  whole,  be  annually  charged  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  to  enable  bis  Majesty  to  make  provision  for  the 
establishment  of  their  royal  highnesses  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  York." 

Mr.  Fox  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  motion, 
nor  did  he  object  to  it  in  any  sort  whatever ;  but  he 
thought,  on  such  an  occasion,  some  principle  should 
be  fixed  and  laid  down,  for  the  satisfaction  and  infor- 
mation of  the  public,  as  to  the  species  and  amount 
of  provision  meant  to  be  made  by  that  house  for  the 
several  sons  of  his  Majesty  on  their  marriage.  He 
desired  to  be  clearly  understood  as  speaking  his  own 
private  individual  sentiments  as  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment, without  having  consulted  one  person  of  any 
description.    He  put  every  consideration  of  personal 
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RMQieQt  or  pemmnl  grAtttode.  tbat  b»  mi^t  owe  to 
W  Imw^  tf  4W  ipy^  fatnily,  wholly  ont  of  tbe 
q«sstw»|  nA  HHwnt  to  spvak  wittt  the  pame  iodiffier- 
ms»  «if  ik9  ni^ftl  ponom^  to  whom  be  ahoold  allvde, 
«!  if  tlwy  tud  boM  priUM  wbo  lived  one  bondrad 
ymni  ato,  «r  vh^  HMsbt  Uvs  one  hondrod  yean  hence. 
Fofling  the  bleiwipgf  of  oDrexoallent  ooostitatioii.  ud 
Ttj/amMB  th»t  m»uqby  nwle  po  esfeotial  r  pa^  of  U. 
Iw  WW  of  oplium.  tbftt  »  handwme  revepae  ahovld  be 
^wtUM  for  tbe  piiqoe  <m  (he  throne,  and  fi>i  eveiy 
hranch  of  &e  loyel  fiuoUy-  He  declared  he  tboqght 
thlUt*  exc^t  is  an  extreme  oaae  indeed,  propMitiona 
of  that  hAihi  sbottld  alwayi  oome  to  that  hooM  Scam 
Hut  oiD^.  aa  the  pveaont  pn^koeitlon  did ;  and  he  waa 
qgt  of  opiiuoii  that  the  ohildraD  of  the  sorereign  sboiM 
he  ooiqdetely  independent  of  the  crown,  but  that  tba 
Kiag'a  dvi)  U«t  dionld  be  giren  with  a  view  to  enable 
bin  ]|I«jwty  to  nahe  Boch  proTisioni  aa  the  natnve 
of  tbe  case  ought  reqaJre.    While  the  relation  of  fwUicr 
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nature.  If  the  ciTil  liat  was  not  adequate,  and  if.  the 
care  and  control  of  the  maintenance  of  the  princes 
shoold  be  Tested  in  hia  Miyeflty,  then  the  civil  list 
ought  to  be  angmwtedy  and  made  adequate  to  that 
pnrpoae.  He  thought  that»  in  thia  ease,  some  line 
ought  to  be  drawn,  and  some  solid  principle  adopted. 
Tbe  preaent  motion,  Mr.  Fox  said,  if  he  understood  it 
coirectly,  meant  to  give  the  Duke  of  York  an  annuity 
of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  a  year  from  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund,  exclusive  of  what  his  royal  highness 
had  firom  his  Majesty's  civil  list,  and  was  to  have 
fartiMW  from  Ireland.  These  sums  amounted,  in  liis 
mindy  to  a  handsome  provision;  but  it  was  to  be 
remembered,  that»  iqpen  setting  off  in  life,  the  prlnoe 
must  necessarily  incur  a  very  considerable  expense, 
for  which  a  provision  of  not  one  shilling  was  made. 
Now  in  what  situation  was  the  Duke  ?  He  arrives  at 
maturity,  and  marries ;  and  is  to  have  an  establishment 
for  bis  family,  for  which  purpose  we  give  him  nothing 
but  a  mere  annuity.  He  believed  that  the  most  nar- 
row in  their  way  of  thinking,  and  the  most  rigid  econo- 
mists, must  allow  that  a  town  residence  was  necessary 
for  his  royal  highness,  and  that  too  a  splendid  one, 
and  that  also  he  should  have  one  equally  splendid  in 
the  country.  What  was  the  case  here  ?  The  Duke  of 
York  was  to  have  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of  annuity^ 
and  that  was  all.  What  was  he  to  have  for  fitting  up 
his  dwelling  ?  What  sum  of  money  was  he  to  set  oil' 
with  ?  Parliament  gave  him  a  certain  sum  by  way  of 
income,  and  might  say  it  was  sufficient.  True,  but 
then  they  left  him  to  provide  the  means  of  begimiiug 
hfo  as  he  could.  How  was  he  to  raise  money  for  this 
purpose?  The  only  property  he  had  by  this  resolution 
was  an  annuity,  on  which  he  would  be  compelled  to 
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■  ndie  money.    Was  this  the  proper  way  to  make  pro- 
Tldon  for  a  splendid  prince  ? 

Mr.  Fox  then  expatiated  on  die  bad  and  asDriona 
tenns  on  which  money  was  osoally  raised,  when  bor- 
rowed on  a  lift  estate  or  annnity ;  and  thence  inferred, 
that  some  consideration  was  doe  to  that  circnmstance, 
and  that  the  honse  ought  not  to  conceive,  when  they 
fixed  on  eighteen  thonaaiid  pounds  a  year  aa  the 
amount  of  the  annuity  in  question,  that  they  voted  his 
royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York  a  clear  eighteen 
thousand  a  year.  He  concluded,  that  by  obliging  a 
prince  to  borrow  money  inmiediately  on  his  annnity, 
they  put  hhu  fai  the  way  of  temptation,  involved  him 
in  difficulties,  and'  tan^t  him  to  be  a  bad  economist : 
and,  the  age  of  the  Duke  of  York,  as  Mr.  Fox  observed, 
was  not  a  time  of  lil'e  when  they  had  a  right  to  expect 
mnch  econmny,  or  particular  attention  to  his  own  pri- 
vate affidrs.  He  wished  the  house  to  lay  down  a  prin- 
ciple  for  the  provision  of  suitable  rcsidcnrca  for  the 
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Either  the  hnmediate  descendants  from  the  throne^ 
at  leasts  should  be  provided  for  by  a  resolution  of  that 
house,  or  by  the  civil  list;  and  if  the  civU  list  was  not 
equal  to  that  end,  it  should  be  made  so. 

It  might  be  said,  if  these  were  his  opinions,  why  did 
he  not  move  something  on  the  subject  ?  He  certainly 
would  move  nothing,  for  the  reason  he  had  already 
stated';  namely,  that,  generally  speaking,  he  thought 
all  such  matters  came  more  properly  from  the  crown, 
and .  because  it  belonged  to  every  man  to  regulate  his 
own  conduct  by  such  rules  as  he  thought  right.  It 
was  sufficient  for  him  to  have  stated  his  opinion. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  agreed  with  Mr.  Fox 
in  most  of  the  topics  advanced  on  this  subject ;  par- 
ticularly, that  points  of  this  nature  should  originate 
with  the  crown.     He  had  it  not  in  command,  however, 
from  his  Majesty,  to  make  any  other  proposals  than 
those  already  submitted  to  the  committee;  and,  not 
having  received  any  other  commands,  it  would  be  the 
height  of  presumption  in  him  to  make  any  of  his  own 
mind;  and  he  believed  the  house  seldom  felt  itself 
inclined  to  go  beyond  the  point  recommended  by  his 
Majesty  in  these  cases :  but  there  was  one  particular 
on  which  he  thought  it  became  him  to  give  his  opinion, 
and  which  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  just  spoken.    '^  Whether  the  esta- 
blishment in  question  would  be  defrayed  out  of  the  civil 
list,  and  whether  the  other  branches  of  the  royal  family 
should  be  provided  for  by  parliament?*'    The  answer 
was  evident  from  the  tenour  of  a  message  which  he  had 
the  honour  of  being  charged  with  from  the  crown  last 
year,  respecting  the  establishment  of  his  royal  highness 
the  Duke  of  Clarence.     In  that  message,  his  Majesty 
had  stated  the  insufficiency  of  the  civil  list  to  provide 
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fiat  tbe  jAtiiiger  brtuwhe*  of  1h^-  toyal  .fiuuily.  Thia 
wu  clear  proof  that  the  civil  list  was  taot  adeqiMtte  to 
the  purpoM.  It  was  upon  tbat  gtotad  gentlemen  kad 
voted  twelve  tboiUaod  pounds  a  year  to  the  Quks  of 
dannwe.  He  tbetd'om  took  it  for  granted,  that  the 
bouse  allowed  the  inadequacy  of  the  civil  list  for  an^ 
eatablishment  of  tba  branches  of  tbs.royat'.faiailyf; 
and.  new  he  put.  it  to  the  Gonunittee,  whetbtf  ..thaw 
cavU  temaia  a  doobt  on  that  pointi  or  whethar.  tf-M 
wma  inadequate  to  the  supporting  (rf  the  Ddte  joC  GW 
tence  with  twdve  thousand  a  year,  it  vraM  possihlat'tto 
p^y  out  of  it  eighteeo  thousand  a  year  to  the  Dnl^  of 
Y(H-k  1  The  troth  certainly  was,  that  the  civil  list 
•wfm  not  nore  than  adequate  to  the  ordtnaTy-cixfivndiF 
.  ture  of.the  oivil  government.  .',■, 

,tlU.  FiU  said,  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Fox.  thai  it  was 
no^.rigl^  the  royal  hadij  should  bo  entirety  depend«it 
aa  the  King ;  but  that,  be  observed,  was  not  prrrintly 
the  subject  then  bafare  them,  aud  he  sboiil4  not^-fMl 
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and  happiness  than  he  should  when  it  became  realized. 
Mr.  Pitt  further  said,  that  the  eighteen  thousand  a 
year  was  not  an  annuity  for  life ;  but  that  the  TOte 
went  to  enable  his  Majesty,  during  his  pleasure/  to 
allow  the  Duke  of  York  a  provision  not  exceeding 
that  sum  yearly.  He  concluded  with  observing,  that, 
in  bringing  forward  the  resolutions  now  under  con- 
sideration, he  had  merely  discharged  the  duty  incum- 
bent upon  him  to  his  Majesty  and  the  Duke  of  York ; 
and  that  beyond  the  limits  prescribed,  he  had  no  au- 
thority to  advance. 

Mr.  Fox  rose  to  explain.  He  avowed  the  most  sin^ 
cere  affection  for  every  branch  of  the  royal  family; 
and  persisted  in  the  rectitude  of  his  observations.  He 
said,  that,  under  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  ex- 
planation, the  case  of  his  royal  highness  was  still  more 
hard  than  he  had  imagined,  since  he  now  understood 
it  was  not  an  annuity  for  life,  upon  which  he  might 
borrow  money,  that  his  royal  highness  was  to  have ; 
but  one  during  the  King's*  pleasure,  upon  which  he 
could  not  raise  sixpence.  Mr.  Fox  reasoned  upon 
this  with  some  earnestness,  and  asked,  if  it  was  not 
decoying  a  prince  into  extravagance  and  distress  to 
say,  **  Here's  a  sum  which  you  shall  have  as  an  an- 
nuity to  live  on,''  when,  in  fact^  a  considerable  part  of 
that  annuity  must  be  sunk,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
enable  the  Duke  to  set  off  with ;  as  it  were,  to  begin 
the  world.  He  observed,  that  his  royal  highness 
could  gain  but  little  by  what  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  called  the  half-year's  annuity  in  advance, 
for  the  Duke  had  now  been  married  five  or  six  months, 
and  consequently  had  been,  during  all  that  time,  at 
adAtional  expense.  But  even  supposing  that  he  had 
the  fuH  half-year  in  hand,  both  of  the  English  and 
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irnnnii'  I 


aW  irnwiii'  or  •tBx'imtt.s  om T»itir. 


«  X||g  unbou^  gnce  of  life"  again  we  find. 

And  "proud  MibmiMMn"  filU  the  pibUc  nand 

,      '    iWrds  Htr,  now  boiae  to  BnlBin'i  fa^ipy  eoult— 

A  husband's  boncw,  and  a  naboo'i  boast; 

'      '"JMIigfaHA'te  AisoibtheTWMiriiinei, 

"  Scum  Mens  to  wnA,"  and  M  it  novM  Rfim  t 
Ot^  maj  dw  long  adom  Ihit  dMaen  isia, 
-  WhCTB  Iha  bl  gfa  of  fate  imwaaing  wnite  I 
Wben  **  like  liie  monimg  ttar"  M  wondroua  he^, 
Sbe  waui  at  kngth  beyond  Ihis  nodd  and  night ; 
Sdn  may  your  bleidngi  to  hei  naine  be  given, 
,.   !<""    •wUcMAriieJMaiDtbliaMtlvehetfU'l    ■■^■'     ** 

.((••:.-;•  .      ■  .         :     ,   .     ...      .„.,..:', 

It  is  handly  DeceMary  to  tell  the  mder,<;th«|i-tfe« 
pftMagm 'distinpushed  by- inverted  fOonMnu.-'imn 
■ttkeu'froM Hm  ■plflndMnwDiimeBt  of  Burke'*  Japnr- 
ttl  ^enia*.  then  jnst  jpsbUslMd,  the -^  BofleotkMM  wi, 
the-pKBch  B«?oltilioa;"  wberdn  tb»k  gseat  writevdb- 
BCTJbed  the  effect  produced  upon  him  on  jirHt  sering 
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Behold  the  daughler  of  %  great  King,  of  fiiir  countenance,  of  a 

good  heart!  Behold,  she  comeCh  aU.  glorioug^  umfted  to  tbee  in 
the  bands  of  love !      . 

Now  ye  aze  joined  in  hand  and  hearty  walk  in  all  the  ways  of 
Jehovah,  like  our  gracious  King  and  Queen,  blened  with  peace 
and  prosperity. 

Blesied  may  ye  be  with  the  fivut  of  the  womb,  for  this  b  the 
gift  of  God  1  May  your  sons  and  daiightag  be  as  the  olive  trees 
round  about  your  table  I  '  ■       ■ 

Being  full  of  yean,  may  you  go  down  to  tlie  grave  in  peace  I 
and  sitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  enjoy  pleasures. for  ever- 
more I 


VT^Ule  Britaia  was  thus  exhibiting  to  the  world  a 
pictare  of  national  and  domestic  tranquillity,  in  the 
Atipwieali  JtSwtion '  of  princes  and  people ;  the  con* 
tinent  cxf:£an>pe  piesented  scenes  of  an  opposite  do- 
soription...  The  French^  by  the  extravagance  of  their 
levohiticNiary:  proceedings,  had  created  no  less  alarm 
than  horror  among  the  surrounding  states;  and  soon 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  York  at  Berlin,  a 
-secret  convention  was  formed  at  Pilnitz,  on  the  27th 
of  August,  1791,  between  the  em])eror  Leopold  and 
the  king  of  Prussia,  for  their  own  security  and  the 
re-establishment  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth  in  his  right 
as  an  independent  sovereign. 

At  the  close  of  the  year^  the  emperor  made  an  open 
declaration  of  the  necessity  he  was  under  to  put  his 
forces  in  motion  to  protect  the  Low  Countries  against 
hostile  incursions.  Upon  this,  the  French  assembly 
caused  the  most  vigorous  preparations  for  war  to  be 
made  ;  but  before  the  sword  was  actually  drawn, 
Leopold  died  on  the  1st  of  March,  of  an  inflammatory 
fever,  having  been  ill  only  three  days.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  eldest  son  Francis,  who  followed  the 
same  course  as  his  lathcr>  and  before  the  end  of  April> 
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ITOfl^'tlw  A«ta(A  and  Autttiaiu  came  in  eonUet  near 
Tomavf ; :  when^  ^ter  a  digfat  ■Urmf  ^,  tfae  fonn«r  re- 
tnated.  Otlier  actions  soon  followed,  bat  nothing  Ar 
thepresent  decUire  Occumd  on  either  side. 
"As  soon  aa  the  news  of  this  rapture  reached  fiig- 
lahd>- »  jwodamation  was  issaed  strictly  forbidding 
all  Us  Majestf'e  sabjects  ftom  fittiag  oat  privateers 
er  letters  of  reprisal  against  France,  under  the  Wrcvest 
penidties ;  and  in  bis  speech  at  the  prorogation  of 
pailianient^  on  the  16th  of  Jane,  the  King,  after  thank> 
ing  the  commons  for  the  provision  which  they  bad 
enabled  Urn  to  make  for  the  establishnent  of  "the 
Dtaktf  or  Tioifc,  said,  '^I  have  bobs  witt  great  oba- 
ctk^  tfa»efltelwac«Bsnt  of  bostOities  in  diffeMnbpMs 
o^'Baiupe.''  bi'the  prasest  aitaatinB  nf  •&)!■, it^wfl 
bB'oif  priAbipai  ouo  t6-maint«in  ttmibftnimly  tetd 
good-  andenrtandikiir  vhkih  sabBists  between  me  and 
l|le>4ev«nlf  beUigennt  ^owers^  «nd  to  preserve  to  my 
people  the  oninternipted  blessings  of  poarc." 
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rrom  whom  France  had  most  to  dread.  InaurwC'^ 
lions,  he  asserted,  were  kindled  Ifaroiighout  the  pro^ 
vijices,  particqlarly  in  the  sooth,  where  a  rumour 
prevailed  that  the  Duke  of  York  waa  to  be  placed 
upon  the  throne  of  France.  This  .was  after  the  abo- 
lition of  the  mcHiarchical  goyeniment,  upon  which  the 
assembly  nominated  commissioners  to  visit  the  sectiona 
of  Paris,  for  the  purpose  of  undeceiving  the  dtisens 
relative  to  the  scheme  attributed  to  them,  of  having 
a  design  either  ta  restore  the  deposed  sovereign,  or  to 
place  upon  the  throne  the  Duke  of  York  or  the  Duke 
of  BiunawidL. 

To  complete  this  ridiculous  farce,  Chabot  immedi^ 
ately  proposed  to  dissipatD  what  he  called  those  idle 
suggestions,  by  calling  upon  the  members  to  swear 
that  they  abhorred  .such  doctrines,  and  that  baying 
long  experienced  the  vices  of  kings,  and  of  royalty 
itself,  they  regarded  them  all  with  horror !  This  goodly 
proposition  was  recrived  with  universal  acclaim,  and 
the  whole  assembly  rising,  swore  to  abide  by  the  pre- 
vious proscription. 

Then  another  republican  made  the  following  motion, 
''Let  UB  swear  that  no  stranger  shall  ever  give  law 
to  Fxaiw:e!"  Up<»i  this  the  assembly  again  rose,  and 
took  ibis  oath  also. 

After  this  swearing,  a  third  member  completed  the 
dLmax>  by  saying,  ''Let  us  swear  that  no  king,  no 
nMnuypch,  shall  ever  sully  our  liberty.''  The  assembly 
then  nwe  once  more,  and  vociferated  their  assent  to 
this  unmeaning  declaration. 

The  absurd  story,  of  a  design  to  place  the  Dukc  of 
York  U|M>ii  a  throne  which  no  one  could  possess  witli 
safety  or  honour,  was  not  ill  adapted  to  the  credulity 
of.  an  ignorant  and  infuriated  people  ;  who  might  bo 
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easily  led  to  ccMUiect  this  supposed  project  with  the 
recent  marriage  of  his  royal  highness  and  the  princess 
royal  of  Prussia. 

Though  no  man  of  common  sense  could  be  so  de- 
ceiyed,  the  manner  in  which  the  fable  was  treated  by 
the  assembly,  sufficiently  shewed  a  predetermination 
to  provoke  hostilities  with  England.  Throughout  the 
whole  of  their  proceedings,  indeed,  this  enmity  to  the 
British  government  was  manifest ;  of  whidh  their  elec- 
tion of  Paine  and  Priestley  as  members  of  the  assem- 
bly, and  the  reception  given  by  them  to  the  d^uties 
from  the  seditious  societies  in  England^,  funashed 
ample  pro<^s.  t 

But,  in  truth,  the  scenes  which  were  now  houdy 
taking  place  in  Paris,  and  throughout  France,  were 
calculated  rather  to  repress .  than  to  stimulate  ambi- 
ticm;  and  that  man  would  have  richly  merited  all  the 
iiaercy  of  a  republican  mob,  who  could  be  so  infii- 
tuated  as  to  indulge  the  desire  of  a  throne,  with  such 
aB  c|xample  as  France  before  his  eyes. 

Ajt  the  moment  when  this  visionary  idea  was  said 
to  constitute  one  of  the  actuating  motives  of  the  allied 
potentates,  the  French  people,  who  bad  long  vawited 
their  supei;iority  over  all  other  nations  in  polished  man- 
ners, were  giving  the  world  a  striking  proof  how  quiddy 
men  may  degenerate  from  civilization  to  barbarity. 
(  Oa  the  night  of  the  second  of  September,  a  horriUe 
massacre  was  committed  in  Paris,  when  the  prisons 
uneve  forced,  and  soma  hundreds  of  poor  bdplesa  un* 
offending  beings  inhumanly  dragged  out  and  butcher* 
ed,  for  no  offence  but  their  loyidty. 

.  Among  these  innocent  victims  was  the  princess  de 
Lamballe,  whose  head  was  cut  off  and  carried  on  a 
pike,  after  which  her   members  were  separa^d,  the 
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Mart  torn  from  tbe  body,  and  tho  trunk  dragged  for 
two  days  about  the  streets. 

On  the  eighth  of  the  same  month,  tmother  jBtceneof 
cruelty  wHs  -  exhibited.  The  prisoners  irom  Orleans 
having  arrived  at  Versailles,  were  there  all  slaughtered 
by  thdmob,  who  went  irom  Paris  purposely  to  meet 
theift;  though  escorted  by  two  thousand  men  and  six 
ineces  of  camum.  The  gnards  pretended  they  were 
overpowered  by. the  lawless  crew,  who/ not  content 
with  their  first  massacre,  afterwards  gratified  their 
iiifemal  vengeance  by  destroying  every  suspected  per- 
soirln' VemaiUes. 

The  prisoners  murdered  in  this  place  were,  chiefly 
dignitaries  of  the  church,  and  officers  of  tho  kmg. 
Among  them'  were  the  bishop  of  Mandcs,  the  duke  de 
firfsac,  and  the  minister  de  Lessart.  The  cannibals 
tore  the  bodies  of  these  victims  into  innumerable 
pieces,  and  shared  the  mangled  limbs  among  them. 
The  diike  de  Hochefoucault,  whose  benevolence  was 
unbounded,  also  fell,  being  taken  from  his  carriage  as  he 
was  passing  to  bis  country  house,  and  murdered  on  the 
road.  M ailiy  of  his  own  tenants,  to  all  of  whom  he  had 
acted  ns  sc  second  father,  were  among  the  assassins. 

Ih  ^sikch  a  country,  where  no  govermnent  existed, 
andh^'liidkerd'  itb  rights  were  Fesi>ected,  an  ambassador 
had  IftOe*  ^security  to  depend  upon  for  his  personal 
saiftty;  and  accordingly  Eari  Oower,  the  English 
minister,  with  his  countess,  quitted  Paris  and  re- 
tomed  home.  There  was  nothing  of  a  hostile  nature 
ill  this  proceeding,  which  in  fact  was  rendered  im- 
perative by  the  deposition  of  the  king,  to  whom 
alone  the  ambassador  was  accredited.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  tibe  French  assembly  thought  proper  to  cause 
a  declamtion  to  be  drawn  up  by  Brissot,  justifyinjer 

2  c 
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their  abolition  of  monarchy /and  complaining  of  the 
conduct  of  foreign  powers.  . 

In  allusion  to  England^  the  National  Assembly 
said,  ''One  of  these  potentates,  whose  principles  by 
Pmnceare  respected,  and  whose  alliance  is  greatly 
valued,  ^professes  a  strict  neutrality,  and  a  resolution 
not  to  interfere  with  the  internal  government  of 
France,  yet  expresses-  at  the  same  time  the  keenest 
solicitude  about  the  king's  situation,  «jid  .  thus .  de^ 
clares  a  resolution  to  be  neutral>  and  .not  tobeneur 
tral,  in  the  same  breath;  the  ambaiisador  is  accord- 
in^y. recalled,  under  the  pretext  that  the  king  iaisus- 
p^n^edf"   J  . 

Then,  after  a  laboured  attempt  to  shew  that  Hie 
legjb^ature.  had  authority  to  bring  Louis  the.Six,teenth 
to  trial>  they  go  on  to  say,  ^'  France,  long  before  be^ 
0W31  revolution,  bad  condemned  one  of  her  own  kings 
(]^ius  .the.  Fourteenth,)  who  obstructed  so  passioa- 
ately  Jtbat  last  revolutioQ,  to  which  England  owes  her 
liberty»iand  the  House  of  Hanover  her  crown«  iWhat 
authority  had  a  French  king  to  oppose  the  exercise  .qf 
an  inalienable  right  in  the  English  people  to  change 
thcic  Qwn  gQvemm^t,  and  to  alter  the  line  of  succesr 
sion  to  their  throne?  And  bow  comes  it  to  pass,  tbfit 
the  cabinet  of  3t«  James's .  should  at  present  adopt 
tiie  principles  .which  it  reprobated  not  a  century  ago,}. 
If  France  has  not  a  right  to  change  her  constitutipn^ 
nor  to  suspend  her  executive  power,  we  must  tbei» 
conclude  that  the  English  were  rebels,  and  the  Elector 
of  Hanover  an  .usurper.  But  assuredly  no  English-, 
man,  no  well-informed  man,  will  maintain  such  a  doc- 
trine;; and,  indeed,  the  French  nation  is  far  from  ap* 
prehending  any  hostile  dispositions  on  the  side  of 
England,  the  assurances   of  whose  government    are 
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solid^  and  the  friendBhip  and  loyalty  of  whose  people 
may  firmly  be  depended  upon.  W)ien  the  cabinet  of 
St.  James's  has  more  calmly  compared -the  conduct 
of  the  republic  with  the  tnle  principles  of  policy,  it 
will  clearly  see  diat  the  French  nation  has  alone  the 
right  to  docide,  by  its  representatiyes,  whether  the 
first  public  functionary  have  incurred  forfeiture,  and 
whether  the  constitution  is  to  be  the  exclusive  mode 
of  the  ^venmieat  of  the  nation,  in  whose  decisions  on 
these  points  no  earthly  power  has  any  right  to  in- 
ittfete" 

The  coiM;lU8l6n  of  this  elaborated  piece  of  sophistry 
is  in  the  same  mixed  strain  of  bravado  and  hypocrisy. 
"A  hWIori,"  observes  this  organ  of  the  assembly, 
**^'  fttiffed  as  to  undergo  without  danger  such  a  pro- 
bation, is  as  formidable  to  her  adversaries  as  she  will 
be  constant  in  her  attachments  to  all  foreigners;  for 
all  her  ^tirtues  are  linked  together.  She  will  therefore 
calmly  wait  till  more  sound  reflections  brihg  back  to 
her  the  neutral  powers  who  have  taken  the  alarm  at 
the  last  revoluti(Mi.  Trusting  in  the  rectitude  of  her 
intentions,  the  justice  of  her  cause,  the  power  of  her 
arms,  the  bravery  of  her  citizens,  and  especially  their 
unshaken  resolution  to  live  free  or  perish,  she  will 
continue  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  with  the 
neutral  powers,  and  to  cultivate  the  conunercial  and 
frienffly  interests  which  connect  them  with  her;  and 
it  is,  therefore,  hereby  declared,  that  all  the  agents 
of  France,  actually  residing  with  due  credentials  at 
foreign  courts,  are  there  to  continue  their  services  as 
long  as  their  character  and  treaties  are  respected. 
France  will .  observe  those  treaties  with  scrupulous 
exactness,  and  will  therefore  shew  the  greater  ardour 
in  pursuing,  by  every  means,  the  reparation  of  any 
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real  injnriea  or  affronCs  that  niay  be  offered  to  her. 
IB  doing  the  most  impartial  justice  to  other  govern- 
ments, she  is  entitled  to  demand  a  similar  return,  aad 
will  employ  every  means  in  order  to  attain  it." 

It  would  have  been  easy  to  point  oat  the  fallacies  in 
this  manifesto,  had  such  a  supererogatory  task  been  ne" 
cessary;  but  it  was  thought  proper  to  exhibit  the  above 
passages,  to  shew  the  spirit  of  the  demagogues  whtf 
'  bad  nsuirp^d  the  supreme  power  in  France,  and  yet 
called  themselves  representatives  of  the  peo^e,  -with 
about  the  same  justice  as  the  long  parliament'  in 
Ertgland  did  in  the  reign  of  Charles  tho  First;  "^e 
order  to  the  FVench  diplomatic  agents  to  remain  in  ibi6 
neutral  conrts,  though  stated  as  a  proof  of  moderhtion 
and  a  desire  of  peace,  had  in  reality  nn  opposit* 
design,  being  intended  for  no  other  object  than  (o 
foment  disaffection  and  sedition  in  the  coontrieB  whore 
those  privileged  spies  might  be  permitted  to  continne 
their  residei 
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and  troops  before  the  pavilion  which  was  occupied  by 
the  royal  family.  The  evcdations  were  so  uncommonly 
rapid,  that  none  but  good  horsemen  could  keep  pace 
with  them ;  and  all  the  operations  were  conducted  in 
a  manner  that  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  veterans 
who  were  present.  In  the  afternoon,  a  new  experi- 
ment was  tcied  in  the  springiog  of  a  mine.  One  of 
Colonel  Moncrieff 's  square  redoubts  was  erected  upon 
a  round  hill,  that  the  effects  to  be  produced  by  the 
eiplosiim  might  be  more  discernible.  The  miners 
broke  gronnd  against  the  side  of  the  hill,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-two  fieet  fitom  the  redoubt,  and  about  twenty 
below  .it»  base.  .The  first  gallery  was  driven  one 
hundred -and  twelve  feet  in  length,  and  about  three 
feet  in  width,  and  three  and  a  half  in  height,  from 
which  b^gan  a  turning  only  twonty-two  inches  wide 
and  three  feet  high,  reaching  under  the  redoubt:  a 
second  turning  of  six  feet  was  made  for  the  chamber, 
into  which  was  put  a  wooden  box  of  gunpowder^  and 
lined  with  pitched  canvass.  This  box  contained  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  of  powder,  and  was  ex- 
ploded by  means  of  a  wooden  trough  in  which  wixs  u 
canvass  pipe  of  powder ;  this  was  i<|^itcd  by  means  of  a 
small  box  of  combustibles,  which  gave  the  iir^it  expio* 
sion,  so  as  to  cut  off  and  light  the  pipe  communicating 
with  the  chamber.  At  the  explosion,  the  whole  redoubt 
rose  about  forty  feet,  and  vanished  in  dust  and  smoke, 
leaving  a  large  excavation  where  it  stood ,  of  nearly 
forty  feet  wide,  and  twenty  in  depth.  Tiie  small  mine 
had  been  exploded  a  few  days  before,  to  determine 
the  resistance  of  the  ground. 

A  spectacle  of  this  description,  connected  with  the 
feverish  state  of  the  times,  could  not  hut  indiux>  a 
suspicion  that   the   British   government,  with  all  its 
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desire  of  peac^  was  apprehennve  of  bein^  sood  called 
to  adopt,  at  least,  measores  of  defence  against  the 
difltartMss  of  Europe.- 

From  this,  time,  to  tbe  (^>enuig,of  the  new  year^every 
hour  gave  clear  indications  of  an  approaching  war; 
and  the  dismissal  of  the  Fiench  minister,  Chaavelin, 
pat  an  end  to  whatever  hopes  might  have  been  enter- 
tained of  the  continuance  of  peace. 

The  mnrder  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth  decided-  the 
question;  and  seven  days  after  that- infaraoos  ileed, 
the  King  sent  down  a  message  to  botfa  houses  «fpar- 
liaqif^^ivbereia,  after  stating  tkat -be  had*  oaiaed 
se^^^yf^ers  to  be  laid  -  before  thom,  he  said,  *'Ia>th0 
pn)Bc^  ^U^tion  of  affairs,  bis  Majesty  tianka  it  ibti»>: 
ppfi^idiily.  necessary  to  make  a  further  i  aagmBntetien 
of  Jii^  fifflBos  bysoa  and  land;  and-be  relies  on  tho 
Itn^wi),  9^tion  and  seal  of  the  heuse  of  «oniroonsy  4o> 
talie.^  ifVOSt^iffiKtaal  measores,  in.the  present  ion- 
portant  conjuucture,  for  maintaUunR  the  security  unci 
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In  consequence  of  this,  another  royal  message  was 
brought  down  to  the  commons,  in  which  his  Majesty 
informed  them,  "  that  the  assembly  then  exercising  the 
powers  of  goyemment  in  France,  bad,  without  any 
previous  motice,  directed  acts  of  hostility  against  the 
persons  and  property  of  his  subjects,  in  breach  of  the 
law^  of  nations,  and  of  the  most  positive  stipulations 
of  treaty ;  and  that  they  had  also,  on  the  most  ground- 
less pvetensions;  declared  war  against  his  Majesty  and 
th&  United  Protfiices.  Under  the  circumstances  of 
thkiwteiton  and  unfprovoked  aggression,  his  Majesty 
said) 'he  HwSl-  taken 'tiie  necessary  steps  to  maintain  the 
holioar  of '-bi»  cftrvm^  Imd  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  his 
pedpk^^and"  AertfoM-he  relied  with  confidence  on  the 
firai^'and  i^SsctuaJ  support  of  the  house  of  commons, 
and  en  the  •zealous  exertions  of  a  brave  and  loyal 
poc^le,  in  proBecuting  a  just  and  necessary  war,  and 
endeavouring,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence,  to 
oppose 'an  jeffectnal- barrier  to  the  farther  progress  of  a 
systim,wiich' not  only  struck  at  the  security  ami  peace 
of  ladi  indeptedent  nations,  but  was  pursued  in  open 
defiance  of  every  principle  of  moderation,  good  faith, 
humaaityy  and  justice." 

'Tlus ••communication  produced  long  and  warm  de- 
bates, hot  the  supporters  of  government  far  outnum- 
bered its  r  opponents ;  and  no  wonder,  for  the  French 
revolution  had  created  such  an  alarm,  that  many  of 
the  most  powerful  families,  with  their  connexions^  who 
bad  hitbierto  voted  uniformly  against  the  minister,  now 
taliied  round  his  standard,  and  distinguished  them- 
selves by  the  ardour  of  their  zeal  in  advocating  the 
war  wlHch  had  now  commenced. 


, :  I 
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FROU   A.  U.  1793  TO  17U3. 


While  tbe  party  opposed  to  government  were  strenu- 
oasly  labouring  to  throw  the  odinm  of  aggression 
apon  bis  Majesty's  ministers,  the  French  armies  wen 
giving  a  practical  refutation  of  tbo  chaise,  by  marching 
into  Holland ;  where,  on  passing  the  frontier,  Dotnoa- 
rier  their  commander  issaed  a  proclamation  to  the 
inbabitants,  filled  with  the  grossest  personal  abuse 
of  the  English  monarch,  the  princess  of  Orani^e,  and 
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the  Dogger  Bank  will  join  to  the  French  their  armies 
and  their  fleets.  The  first  who  unite  themselves  under 
the  standard  of  Liberty  shall  receive  not  only  the  cer- 
tainty of  those  places  which  they  occupy  in  the  service 
of  the  republic,  but  promo tion,  and  that  at  the  expense 
of  the  slaves  of  the  house  of  Orange.  I  enter  among 
you,  surrounded  by  the  glorious  martyrs  of  the  revo- 
lution of  1787.  Their  perseverance  and  their  sacrifices 
merit  your  confidence  and  mine.  They  form  a  com- 
mittee, which  will  speedily  increase  in  number.  This 
committee  will  be  very  useful  in  the  first  moments  of 
your  revolution;  and  its  members,  with  no  ambition 
but  to  be  the  deliverers  of  their  country,  will  re-enter 
the  different  classes  of  social  order  whenever  your 
national  convention  shall  assemble.'^ 

Such  was  the  profession  of  the  Gallican  leader,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  similar  call  would  have 
been  made  upon  the  English  people,  to  proscribe  their 
monarchical  government,  and  to  send  back  to  Germany 
the  reigiung  family,  if  the  republican  hordes  could 
have  eflected  a  landing. 

Dumourier  did  not  publish  this  proclamation  without 
authority,  for  at  this  very  time  the  convention  at  Paris 
decreed,  "  That  the  French  generals  were  empowered 
to  declare,  that  the  stadtholder  had  forfeited  all  his 
official  employments ;  that  nobility,  and  every  species 
of  tyranny,  under  which  the  people  groan  any  where, 
should  be  abolished ;  and  that  commissioners  should 
be  sent  into  Holland,  to  organize  the  government  there, 
as  soon  as  the  French  got  possession  of  the  country." 

In  this  critical  state  of  affairs,  the  stadtholder  pub- 
lished an  energetic  appeal  to  the  people,  urging  them, 
in  the  most  forcible  language,  to  repel  the  invaders. 
But  this  address  failed  to  elicit  a  patriotic  spirit ;  and 

2d 
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k  was  Bfifcal  that  the  pRsch  had  loo  mattj  weU> 
■iihiiii  Ihreaghottt  the  United  PronDces,  who  only 
««ted  fix  aa  o^ortaiuty  to  declare  thenudves  ui 
favow  of  the  fereUing  syiteia   which  the;  so  much 


Ob  the  2atfa  of  Febnwry,  the  strong  fortress  of 
Bfeda  snimwlared  to  the  oiemy  withoat  resistance; 
tor  which  disgracdal  act,  the  gOTemor,  Connt  Vod 
Bf land,  was  soma  tioie  afterwards  tried,  aod  paaished 
m  a  singolai  nanner.  Instead  of  losing  his  head  as 
he  deserved,  he  was  cmtdttnaed  to  bare  the  fatal  axe 
brandished  over  him  by  the  bands  oi  the  common 
hangman,  and  then  to  be  CMifiaed  for  life  in  the  state 
pristm  of  Lomestein. 

On  the  very  day  that  Breda  was  so  shamefully 
pT«i  np,  the  Duke  of  Yorit,  who  had  the  chief  com- 
msBd  of  the  army  destined  for  foreign  service,  left 
the  metropi^  at  the  head  of  three  battalions  of  the 
Guards.    At  half  past  six  in  the  morning,  the  men 
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much  depressed  in  her  spirits,  that  she  conld  not  bear 
to  witness  (he  depaiture  of  her  consort  in  the  career 
of  peril  and  glorjr.  His  royal  highness,  who  on  this 
occasion  was  assisted  by  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  Sir 
William  Erskine,  General  Lake,  and  other  officers  of 
high  character,  reaciied  HeWoetsIuys  on  the  fourth 
of  MiEurch,  and  the  troops  immediately  proceeded  to 
the  relief  of  Williamstadt,  the  siege  of  which  fortress 
had  been  carrying  on  yig(HroasIy  for  smne  time;  bat  the 
place  being  strong  by  nature  and  art,  hdd  out  against 
all  the  efforts  that  were  made  by  the  French  forces, 
whose  operations  were  conducted  by  the  two  able 
engineers,  Dubois  de  Crance  and  Marescot.  The  baron 
de  Boetzlaer,  who  commanded  the  garrison,  was  made 
a  lieutenant-governor  during  the  siege ;  and  be  merited 
that  commission,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  honours 
which  were  conferred  upon  him  for  his  bravery  and 
loyalty. 

The  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  York  was  very  oppor- 
tune, for  the  enemy  being  in  possession  of  the  fortresses 
of  Breda,  Klundert,  and  Gertruydenberg^  were  enabled 
to  concentrate  their  main  strength  against  this  impor- 
tant post.  Accordingly,  they  opened  a  battery  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  walls  of  Williamstadt;  but 
the  besieged  made  a  successful  sally,  and  both  of  the 
republican  engineers  were  slain  on  the  spot.  Still  the 
blockade  went  on,  and  Damourier  having  erected  some 
formidable  batteries  at  the  village  of  Moerdyck^  col- 
lected a  flotilla  to  assist  his  operations,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  approach  of  the  British  vessels.  The  latter, 
ikiwever,  succeeded  in  making  their  way,  and  their 
boats  were  employed  with  considerable  effect  in  annoy- 
ing the  enemy's  works. 

In  this  service.  Lieutenant  Western,  of  his  Majesty's 


OMaMned  aiege  oT  Vaknolcaiirts,  ud  W  niM  thb 
«Miiiekafda<rf'Cond«.  Witk  thU  ¥few,  oite  body  of  tin 
MpUittcUu,  OB  the  moTBiaf  of  tiie  Ist  Of  Hay,  narclied 
a|{Uittt  the  ftdvanced  posts  <j€  the  left  win  j  Wf  tt* 
ligB|MriaKita,'whOe  a  dlntAaiMOns  assault  was  4MMv 
b;^  auother  on  Umbo  of  the  centre ;  bat  they  vrero' 
repnlsed  every  Where  with  considitrable  loM'botb'of 
ttfeband  caniuKi. 

'  Notwithstandiiif  this,  Dampierre  detemined  to  V»- 
Abtt  ■dw  attack  on  an  the  positions  of  the  allied  forcM; 
and,  to  effect  this  oliiiect,  be  anmmoned  toliis  aid  li^^ 
diBtaehments  from  Ijale  and  other  neigfabonring  ganl- 
sOBs,  proceeding  hfnudf  with  the  main  body  fhnn  the 
camp  of  Famafs.  Ihe  action,  which  commoioed  abeat 
seven  o'clock  in  tin  morning  of  the  eighth  of  May,  was 
pihOarOy  directed  against  the  posts  occnpied  by  Gene- 
ral OaiiMt,  which  extended  fhim  the  Scheldt  to  the 
abbey  <it  Vlcogne.  and  next  against  the  Pmssian 
corps,  mUeh  was  stationed  to  defend  the  wood  in  the 
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Aiisttian8>  his  sUuatiaa  becaiae  very  perilous.  At  this 
critical  juactocst  tbe  Doke  of  Yoris:  inarched  in  person 
with  the  Ccddatream,  the  flank  battalion,  and  that  of 
tbe  third  regiment,  to  lus  assistance.  When  the  Cold- 
Blpeeaxn^  nifhicb  was  npon  the  kfl,  arrived,  the  enemy 
had  ne^ly  reached  the  road,  and  indeed  they  already 
conunanded  it  in  a  great  degree  by  their  artillery ;  notr 
withstanding  which,  the  gnns  belonging  to  the  battalion 
were  broii^t  op,  and  by  a  weU-directed .  and  well* 
sappprted  fire,  kept  the  battery  that  had  been  opened 
upon  them  in  check,  and  did  also  considerable  execu- 
tion. The  battalion  now  advanced  into  the  wood, 
where  they  attacked  and  drove  the  enemy  before  them ; 
but  in  going  forward  they  unfortunately  became  ex- 
posed to  the  fire  of  another  battery,  from  which  they 
suffered  severely.  They  then  fell  back  to  their  first 
position  at  the  edge  of  the  wood,  which  they  main- 
tained for  the  rest  of  the  day ;  but  though  exposed  to  a 
very  heavy  cannonade,  the  enemy  made  no  attempt  to 
approach  them.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  spirit  and 
bravery  displayed  by  the  men  and  officers  of  the  bat- 
talion upon  this  occasion ;  nor  was  less  praise  due  to 
the  alacrity  and  intrepidity  with  which  the  other  regi- 
ments advanced  into  action.  They  took  difierent  po- 
sitions in  the  wood,  where  they  were,  at  times,  exposed 
to  a  severe  cannonade;  from  which,  however,  they 
received  little  injury,  the  direction  of  the  fire  being  in 
general  above  them.  There  were  found,  on  tbe  follow- 
ing morning,  forty  or  fifty  of  the  French  lying  dead  on 
the  ground  upon  which  the  fire  of  the  Coldstream  had 
(leen  directed.  Major-general  Xiake  commanded  the 
battalions  which  went  into  action;  and  his  royal 
hig^hnesa  professed  himself  much  indebted  to  him  for 
Us  exertions. 
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The  importance  of  the  service  rendered  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's troops  on  this  occasion,  was  acknowledg^ed  in 
the  strongest  and  most  explicit  terms  by  the  generals 
of  the  different  armies.  It  was  nniversally  admitted, 
tiiat,  by  their  timely  co-operation,  the  enemy  were 
prevented  from  advancing  nppn  the  high  road,  and 
therefore  no  doubt  could  remain  of  their  having  con- 
tributed in  a  very  high  degree  to  secure  the  fortune 
of  the  day.  At  the  abbey  of  Vicogne  and  the  village 
of  Baimes,  the  action  continaed  with  almost  eqqal 
and  unremitting  fury,  till  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
General  Clairfait,  however,  was  every  where  successful 
in  maintaining  his  ground;  notwithstanding  which,  the 
enemy,  though  completely  defeated  in  their  main  object, 
remained  in  the  woods  witliin  a  small  distance  of  his 
posts. 

On  the  ninth  there  was  but  little  firing,  and  it  was  not 
clearly  known  what  the  enemy  intended.  His  royal 
highness  therefore  thought  it  proper  to  let  the  troops 
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the  whole  of  the  batteries  at  daybreak,  \vhilst  the 
Duke  of  Ybik  retamed  possession  of  the  camp  of 
Ifaulde. 

This  was  done  accordingly,  and  had  the  desired  suc- 
cess. The  enemy  had  withdrawn  their  cannon  in  the 
night ;  but  they  were  entirely  driven  from  the  batteries, 
several  were  killed,  and  upwards  of  oie  l-undred  pri- 
soners were  taken,  with  very  inconsiderable  loss  on 
the  part  of  the  allies. 

Thus  defeated  upon  every  occasion,  the  enemy  fell 
back  npon  Orchies,  leaving  four  thousand  dead  upon 
the  field,  among  whom  was  General  Dampierre,  who, 
early  in  the  battle,  received  a  mortal  wound,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  thigh  being  carried  away  by  a  cannon- 
shot.  The  command  then  devolved  upon  General  La 
Marche^  who  strictly  followed  the  plan  of  his  predeces- 
sor ;  and,  though  obliged  to  retreat,  he  did  it  in  good 
order.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  allies  did  not,  in  the 
whole,  amount  to  more  than  five  hundred  men  in  killed 
and  wounded. 

Amongst  the  latter,  on  the  part  of  the  English,  was  the 
serjeaut-major  of  the  Coldstream  regiment,  of  the  name 
of  Darley.  He  performed  prodigies  of  valour,  and  when 
his  arm  was  broken  and  shattered  by  a  ball,  he  conti- 
nued to  fight  with  the  most  animated  and  determined 
bravery  for  near  two  hours,  during  which  he  put  to  death 
a  French  officer  who  made  an  attack  upon  him,  but  at 
length  his  leg  being  broken  by  another  cannon-shot, 
he  fell^  and  was  made  prisoner. 

As  soon  as  his  situation  was  known,  the  Duke  of 
Tork  sent  a  trumpeter  to  the  French  camp,  to  say 
that  the  surgeon  who  attended  him  should  be  liberally 
rewarded  for  his  trouble,  and  requesting  that  no  ex- 
pense might  be  spared  in  procuring  him  every  comfort 
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that  bi«  situation  required  and  circumstances  would 
admit.  His  royal  bigfaness  also  directed  bis  secra- 
tary.  Captain  HewgiU,  of  the  Coldstream,  to  writ©  the 
following  letter  to  Serjeant-m^or  Colemau,  of  the  bat- 
talion of  that  corps  then  in  England  : — 

"  Head  Qiuutere,  May  10, 

ToLBNiT. 

"  Serjeant- Major  Coleman, — I  write  to  you  by  desire 
of  his  loyal  highness  the  Duke  of  York  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  Mrs.  Darley,  that  her  hus- 
band is  alive,  and,  though  in  custody  of  the  enemy, 
has  tmtten  a  tew  lines  to  say  he  is  well  treated  and 
tajLen  care  of. 

"Hie  Duke  feels  much  for  his  unfortunate  situation, 
and  has  giren  orders  that  a  trumpeter  shall  be'  sent  to- 
morrow to  him,  with  whatever  be  wants,  and  a  letter 
to  acquaint  the  French  surgeon  attendii^  him,  that  he 
will  pay  all   the  expenses  of  his  cure.     He  hiiji  opc 
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Preparations  were  now  made  by  the  Prince  of  Co-^ 
bourg  for  a  general  attack  upon  the  French  camp  of 
Famars,  and  the  whole  republican  line  from  Orchies 
to  Maubenge.  To  preyent  the  fortresses  in  the  neigh-* 
bourhood  from  furnishing  assistance  to  the  enemy^ 
Count  CoUoredo  was  so  stationed  as  to  keep  Valen-^ 
ciennes  in  check,  while  General  Otto  did  the  same  by 
Qaesnoy,  and  the  Prince  of  Wirtemberg  continued  the 
blockade  of  Cond6.  These  precautions  being  taken, 
and  the  plan  of  attack  arranged,  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d  of  May,  three  bodies  of  troops  destined  for 
the  service  were  assembled.  The  first  column,  com-* 
manded.  by  the  Duke  of  York,  consisting  of  sixteen 
battalions  of  English,  Hanoverian,  and  Austrian  in- 
fantry,  with  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  and  a  train  of 
heavy  artillery,  was  to  cross  the  Rouelle  near  Or- 
chies, in  order  to  turn  the  right  ilank  of  the  enemy; 
while  the  second,  under  the  command  of  General 
Ferraris,  after  carrying  the  French  works  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  same  river,  was  to  co-operate  with  his 
royal  highness. 

After  a  sharp  cannonade,  two  divisions  of  Austrian 
hussars  passed  the  river  without  opposition,  and 
at  the  same  time  a  body  of  infantry  advanced  to  take 
the  batteries  in  flank,  on  which  the  enemy  suddenly 
retreated  to  the  heights  behind  the  village  of  Famars. 
As  soon  as  General  Ferraris  had  carried  the  entrench- 
ments by  assault,  the  Duke  of  York  took  a  survey 
of  the  new  position  occupied  by  the  French ;  but  find- 
ing it  imprudent  to  conmience  an  attack  on  their 
front,  preparations  were  made  to  turn  their  flanks 
early  the  next  morning,  which,  however,  the  enemy 
prevented  by  withdrawing  in  the  night. 

In  the  mean  time.  General  Clairfait,  at  the  head  of 


220 


MEMOIR    OP   THE    DUKE    OP    VOBK. 


a  strong  body  of  Imperialists,  attacked  the  heights  of 
Ajuain,  where  the  French  made  a  desperate  stand, 
and  defended  themseWes  for  a  long  time  with  uncom- 
mon resolution ;  but  at  length  the  Austrians  proved 
TictoriooB,  and  completed  a  conquest  which  was  of  the 
last  importance  to  the  general  object  of  the  campaign. 

This  was  indeed  one  of  the  most  brilliant  but  san- 
guinary engagements  that  had  occurred  during  the 
war ;  and  the  result  of  it  was  extremely  favourable 
to  the  views  of  the  allies,  who  obtained  possession 
of  the  entrenched  camp  and  the  heights  of  Anzain, 
oyerloolung  the  citadel  of  Valenciennes.  It  was 
very  evident,  however,  that  the  French  had  no  inten- 
tion to  risk  a  battle ;  and  though  they  defended  the 
redoubt  behind  the  village  of  Famars  during  the  for- 
mer part  of  the  night,  they  evacuated  that  also  before 
the  dawn,  and,  after  throwing  a  body  of  troops  into 
Valenciennes,  effected  their  retreat  with  ali  their  artil- 
Iny  and  stores  to  Bouchain  on  the  other  side  of  the 
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General  La  Marche,  who  had  succeetled  Dampierrc 
in  the  command  of  the  French  army,  now  resitted  that 
situation  to  general  Custine,  who,  though  a  man  of 
talent  and  enterprise,  found  hinisolt'  incapable  of  making 
an  effectual  stand  against  a  numerous  and  victorious 
foe.  Reluctantly,  therefore,  he  abandoned  the  for- 
tresses in  the  vicinity  to  their  fate,  and  as  the  allies 
were  provided  with  a  formidable  train  of  artillery, 
their  progress  was  rapid,  and  the  spce<ly  surrender 
of  the  garrisons  became  inevitable.  Condr,  on  the 
10th  of  July,  after  a  blockade  of  three  days,  capitu- 
lated to  the  Imperial  forces  commanded  by  tlie  Prince 
of  Wirtemljerg,  and  the  garrison,  jvhich  had  l>ccn 
greatly  reduced,  were  made  prisoners  of  war. 

The  attention  of  all  Europe  was  now  drawn  to 
Valenciennes,  the  capture  of  which  was  regarded  as 
decisive  of  the  fate  of  France.  The  Duke  of  York, 
to  whom  the  conduct  of  the  siege  w  us  entrusted,  sum- 
moned the  commandant  to  surrender  in  the  name  of 
the  emperor,  which  circumstiince,  however  trivial  in 
itself,  was  considered  as  of  great  import,  and  indi- 
cative of  a  war  for  the  sake  of  conquest  and  parti- 
tion. To  this  requisition,  Cieneral  Ferrand,  the  go- 
vernor, returned  an  answer,  in  which  he  professed 
more  confidence,  perhaps,  than  he  really  felt ;  although 
the  works  were  strong,  having  been  constructed  by 
the  famous  Vauban,  and  the  garrison  was  well  sup- 
plied with  every  thing  necessary  for  a  prolonged  de- 
fence. 

Just  as  the  combined  army  arrived  ui)()n  its  ground, 
a  body  of  the  enemy,  coming  from  Ijoucliuin,  attacked 
an  advanced  party  of  Hanoverian^;  hut  wtr».'  driven 
back  with  some  loss  by  siv  squad hmis  (»t'  chivalry. 
In  this  affair   Prince   Krne.st,  ni»w   Puke  oi'  C'linilicr- 
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land,  was  personally  engaged,  and  particniarly  dis- 
tingaished  himself  by  his  activity  and  courage. 

At  this  time  some  diflerence  of  opinion  arose  on  the 
part  of  the  besiegers  respecting  the  mode  of  conduct- 
iog  the  operations.  Colonel  MoncrieflT,  an  English 
officer  of  great  merit,  forcibly  urged  an  immediate 
attack  upon  the  body  of  the  place ;  but  his  advice 
was  overruled,  and  the  judgment  of  the  Count  de  Fer- 
raris, who  was  assisted  by  Colonel  Fromm,  chief 
engineer  in  the  Austrian  service,  was  preferred.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  submission  to  their  judgment,  it  was  re- 
solved to  carry  on  the  siege  by  the  regular  but  slow 
process  of  military  art.  By  this  means,  though  even- 
tually successful,  the  allies  were  detained  before  the 
place  near  six  weeks,  during  which  the  besieged  made 
several  vigorous  sallies,  but  were  always  driven  back 
with  loss. 

At  length,  on  the  night  Of  the  35th  of  July,  the  co- 
vered way  and  the  advanced  fleche  were  carried,  and 
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Austrians.  One  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  the  brigade 
of  Guards,  under  Colonel  Leigh,  formed  the  advanced 
party.  They  were  followed  by  the  same  number  of 
the  brigade  of  the  line,  with  as  many  Hanoverians, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Doyle  ;  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Hanoverians,  and  three  hundred  Ifessians,  composing 
the  rest  of  the  column.  A  detachment  of  the  com- 
pany of  artificers  under  Captain  Sutherland,  accom- 
panied this  column,  and  performed  the  duty  allotted  to 
them  with  great  activity  and  resolution.  This  attack 
was  commanded  by  Major-general  Abercrombie,  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Austrian  general  Erbach. 
The  springing  of  the  globes  of  compression  was  the 
signal  for  attack.  Of  these  there  were  three;  one 
towards  the  saliant  angle  of  the  ravelin^  one  towards 
that  of  the  half-bastion  upon  the  right,  and  one  between 
the  two.  They  were  sprung  at  short  intervals  from 
one  another :  the  first  at  nine  o'clock.  The  two  co- 
lumns upon  the  left  then  advanced  with  the  utmost 
celerity,  rushing  out  from  the  sap,  which  had  been 
carried  the  preceding  night  within  a  very  small  dis- 
tance of  the  crest  of  the  glacis.  Tlie  rush  was  so  great, 
that  the  enemy  were  almost  instantaneously  driven 
from  the  covered  way ;  and  soon  after  abandoned  all 
the  outworks.  The  miners  now  descended  into  the 
ditch,  and  got  possession  of  those  of  the  enemy's  mines 
which  had  escaped  the  effects  of  the  globes  of  com- 
pression. These  were  fbond  loaded,  and  several  of  the 
miners  were  taken.  The  horn- work  was  entered  by  the 
gorge,  the  probability  of  which  bad  been  anticipated ; 
but  it  was  deemed  useless  to  attempt  a  lodgment,  for 
want  of  proper  communication ;  and  indeed  it  was  nearly 
impossible  to  effect  it.  The  original  orders  for  this  case 
were,  therefore,  to  spike  the  guns  iind  retire. 
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A  passage,  however,  being  discovered,  which  went 
undergFoond  Irom  the  ditch  into  the  work,  and  no 
enemy  appearing  in  the  conntcrgarde  to  intcrmpt 
the  workmen,  his  royal  highness  at  once  detenained  to 
take  the  advantage  of  the  moment.  The  lodgment 
was,  therefore,  made  before  daylight ;  and  the  troops 
were  in  consequence  placed  in  a  state  of  security, 
lids  was  of  the  greatest  moment,  for  as  the  hom-woA 
was  found  to  be  strongly  mined,  it  must,  in  the  common 
line  of  operations,  have  taken  up  considerable  time, 
and  occEisioned  the  sacrifice  of  many  Uvea,  to  haTS 
gained  possession  of  it.  Having  attained  this  object, 
measnies  were  adopted  immediately  to  profit  of  Uie 
success  by  erecting  a  battery,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing a  breach  in  the  countergarde  between  the  bom- 
work  and  the  body  of  the  place. 

The  attack  on  the  fleche,  upon  the  right,  was  con- 
ducted with  equal  vigour  and  success,  several  of  tbe 
;  killed,  and  some  lakei 
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This  gallant  young  man  had  not  attained  his  twenty- 
first  year ;  and  it  was  considered  as  somewhat  remark- 
able^ that  his  father  had  fallen  in  a  duel  during  the 
American  war. 

The  outworks  being  thus  carried,  his  royal  highness^ 
on  the  following  day,  sent  a  summons  to  the  command- 
ant, and  another  to  the  municipality  of  Valenciennes, 
informing  them,  that,  unless  they  capitulated  immedi- 
ately, the  place  would  be  stormed.  Upon  this,  Gene- 
ral Ferrand  requested  a  truce  for  twenty-four  hours, 
which  was  agreed  to;  and  on  the  28th  the  articles 
were  signed,  the  garrison  being  allowed  the  honours 
of  war  on  the  first  of  August,  and  to  retire  into  France, 
but  on  condition  not  to  serve  against  the  allies  during 
the  war ;  deserters  from  the  combined  army  to  be  deli- 
vered up ;  the  inhabitants  to  be  protected  in  their  per- 
sons and  property,  and  to  be  permitted  to  remove,  if 
they  chose,  with  their  effects  within  six  months. 

By  the  lists  delivered,  the  garrison  appears  to  have 
consisted  originally  of  nine  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eleven  men,  including  officers ;  but  not  above  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  marched  out  of  Valenciennes ;  all 
^f  whom  soon  after  broke  their  engagements,  according 
to  the  French  custom,  and  again  appeared  in  arms. 

The  official  despatch,  announcing  this  achievement 
to  the  British  government,  states,  that  "  The  alacrity 
^th  which  the  troops  underwent  the  hardships  and 
severe  duty  of  the  siege,  as  well  as  the  resolution 
virhich  they  displayed  in  situations  of  danger,  deserved 
the  highest  praise.  Batteries  were  allotted  at  diflerent 
times  to  be  worked  by  the  royal  artillery,  and  every 
commendation  was  due  to  Major  Ck)ngreve,  and  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  that  corps,  who  upon  this  occasion 
falljr  supported  the  reputation  they  had  so  long  enjoyed. 

2  p 
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Though  Colonel  Mtwcrieff  was  pot  charged  with  the 
direction  of  the  siege,  the  greatest  advantages  were 
derived  from  his  professional  Imowledge,  activity,  and 
leal;  particularly  in  taking,  and  Iteeping  possession 
<^the  horn-worlu  The  most  dangerous,  as  well  as  the 
most  laborious  parts  of  the  siege,  fell  to  the  lot  of  the 
Imperial  forces,  who  had  about  thirteen  hundred 
officers  and  men  lulled  and  wounded.  On  the  part  of 
tbe  British  and  Banoverians,  the  loss  did  not  amount 
ftltf^ether  to  more  than  ooe  hundred  and  fifty." 

A  few  days  after  this  couqucst,  the  French  wei« 
driven  from  the  strong  position  which  they  occapied 
behind  the  Scheldt,  and  were  obliged  to  fall  bfick  upon 
Arras.  The  front  of  this  camp,  which  had  obtaitked 
the  name  of  Cfesar,  was  covered  by  the  Scheldt,  its 
1^  by  the  Cens£,  both  strengthened  by  inondatioDs, 
and  protected  by  works,  as  the  right  was  by  the  for- 
tress of  Carabray ;  wjiile  behind  lay  the  woods  aod 
heights  of  fiouriou.  which  were  likewise  fortified  with 
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shot  from  the  Aastrian  light  artillery.  As  the  allied 
troops  had  been  eleven  hoars  upon  their  march,  and  the 
heat  was  excessive  when  they  reached  Manieres,  it  was 
impossible  to  proceed  any  further,  and  accordingly  a 
camp  was  taken  upon  the  adjoining  heights. 

In  the  evening,  just  after  the  35th  Light  Dragoon^ 
had  been  watering  their  horses.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Churchill  obseiVed  a  body  of  French  cavalry  at  a 
small  distance ;  upon  which  he  instantly  took  the  first 
squadron  that  happened  to  be  in  readiness,  leaving 
orders  for  the  others  to  follow,  and  charged  tliem  with 
so  much  vigour  and  success,  that,  besides  killing 
several,  he  took  two  officers,  forty-four  privates,  and 
sixty  horses. 

The  same  day  a  column  of  the  Austrians  under  the 
command  of  General  Clairfait,  having  advanced  upon 
Youy  and  Thun  L'Eveque,  possessed  themselves,  with 
little  opposition,  of  all  the  enemy's  posts  along  the  right 
of  the  Scheldt.  A  third  column,  under  General  Collo* 
redo,  marched  ^t  the  same  time  upon  NaT  res,  to  be  in 
readiness  to  co-operate  with  either  of  the  others,  as  cir- 
cumstances might  require.  These  dispositions  being 
made,  the  Duke  of  York  put  his  corps  again  in  motion 
on  the  morning  of  the  eighth,  having  divided  it  into  three 
colutams,  directed  upon  the  villages  of  Graincourt, 
Anaeux,  and  Cantain,  with  the  intention  of  attack- 
ing the  enemy  upon  the  heights  of  Bourlon,  but  it  was 
discovered  that  they  had  gone  off  in  the  night ;  and 
as  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  army  behind 
tiie  Schddt  had  done  the  same,  his  royal  highness 
took  the  whole  of  the  cavalry,  (two  squadrons  of  the 
Greys,  and  the  Austrian  regiment  De  la  Tour,  except- 
edy)  and  went  in  pursuit.  He  fell  in  with  the  van- 
^ard  at  the'  village  of  Murguion,  where  two  pieces 
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ofcaoDon,  the  artillery  men  bdon^ng  to  them,  and 
several  more  prisoners,  were  taken  by  tlie  Eleventh 
Ugfat  Dragoonn  and  the  Hussars  of  Barco.  The 
coi^y  in  their  retreat  set  fire  to  the  village,  which 
occasionea  a  considerable  delay,  there  being  no  other 
passage  than  the  bridge  across  the  rivulet  on  which 
it  stands.  This  obstacle  was  at  last  overcome,  and 
the  fugitives  were  followed  to  the  next  defile,  near  the 
village  of  Villiers.  Here  a  large  body  of  cavalry, 
apparently  abont  four  thousand  in  number,  with  some 
battalions  of  infantry  and  eight  pieces  of  cannon, 
were  seen  on  the  opposite  he^hts.  The  French,  how- 
ever, continued  their  retreat;  and  as  no  advantage 
seemed  likely  to  accrue  from  further  pursuit,  the  troops, 
after  halting  some  time,  returned  to  the  camp.  The 
same  day  General  Claiifut  crossed  the  Scheldt  at 
daybreak,  but  found  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
their  position  during  the  night:  General  Alvitaj, 
however,  who  commanded  a  smaller  column  upon  the 
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the  late  success  in  Flanders,  sent  orders  to  bis  royal 
highness  to  undertake  the  siege  of  Dunkirk.  With 
whom  the  idea  of  this  measure  originated,  has  never 
been  clearly  ascertained;  but  it  appeared  so  pre- 
posterousy  that  his  royal  highness,  as  well  as  the  other 
generals,  made  strong  representations  against  it, 
without  producing  any  effect.  Reluctantly,  therefore, 
the  Duke  proceeded  to  put  the  ordersi  which  he  had 
received  into  CKecution,  and  while  the  Prince  of  Co- 
bonrg  laid  siege  to  Quesnoy  and  invested  Maubeuge, 
his  royal  highness  pursued  his  march  in  the  direction 
of  Orchies,  Tourcoing,  and  Menin,  with  the  British, 
Hanovenan,  and  Hessian  troops,  to  which  was  added 
a  body  of  Austrians  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant* 
general  Alvinzy. 

Having  taken  up  a  position  near  Menin  on  the  18th 
of  August,  the  hereditary  prince  of  Orange  made  an 
attack  the  same  day  upon  the  French  posts  of  Mau- 
vaix,  Blaton,  and  Lincelles.  This  was  in  some  degree 
advantageous  to  the  operations  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
as  it  served  to  cover  his  march,  and  to  keep  the  enemy 
in  a  state  of  uncertainty  with  regard  to  his  designs. 
The  former  of  these  attacks  miscarried ;  and  though 
in  the  latter  his  serene  highness  succeeded,  it  was  not 
without  much  loss. 

About  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  in 
their  turn  attacked  the  post  of  Lincelles  in  great 
force.  The  prince,  who  had  made  large  detachments 
from  his  camp  for  the  different  enterprises,  requested 
the  Duke  to  send  three  battalions  to  the  support  of 
his  troops.  The  three  nearest  battalions,  which  hap- 
pened to  be  those  of  the  First  Coldstream,  and  the 
third  regiments  of  Gruards,  were  accordingly  ordered  to 
march,  under  the  command  of  Major-general   Lake, 
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for  that  pntpose.  Upon  tbeir  arrirtd  at  Lincelles,  tiMy 
weito  mOTtified  to  find  the  post  in  the  possession  of 
the  enemy ;  the  Dutch  troops  having  been  forced  to 
abmdOD  it,  and  retreat  by  a  different  road  from  that 
which  the  British  bad  taken.  To  have  fallen  back 
noder  these  critical  circumstances,  would  have  given 
the  bnemy,  who  were  evidently  superior  in  nmnbers, 
an  opportunity  of  entirely  defeating  the  detachment. 
General  Lake  therefore  embraced  a  resolution  worthier 
of  the  troops  which  he  commanded,  and  it  was  attended 
with  glory  and  success.  He  determined  upon  an  imme- 
diate attack.  The  enemy  occupied  a  redoubt  of  un- 
common magnitude  and  strength,  upon  a  height  adjoin- 
ing to  the  high  road  in  front  of  the  village  of  Xiinc^ea. 
The  road  itself  was  defended  by  other  works  strongly 
pallisadoed  ;  while  woods  and  ditches  covered  their 
flanks.  The  battalions  were  instantly  formed,  and  ad- 
vanced under  a  very  heavy  fire,  with  an  order  and 
intrepidity,  to  which  no  praise  conld  be  adequate. 
Alter  firing  three  or  four  ronnds,  they  rushed  on  with 
their  bayonets,  stormed  the  redoubt,  and  drove  the 
enemy  through  the  village.  At  the  end  of  IJncdles 
^tbi-  French  rallied  under  the  protection  of  si 

i^for  some  lime  n  severt*  fire  ;  hut 
Lcntirelv  put  to  the 
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mast  have  been  upwards  of  five  thousand  men,  while 
the  English  force  consisted  in  the  whole  of  no  more 
than  eleven  hundred  and  twenty-two.  The  loss  of 
the  latter,  considering  the  difficulties  and  resistance 
with  which  they  had  to.  contend,  was  not  so  great  as 
might  have  been  expected;  but  the  commander  in 
chief  had  to  regret  the  deaths  of  Lieutenant-colonel 
Bosville  of  the^Coldstream,  and  Lieutenant  de  Peyster 
of  the  royal  artiltery. 

The  Duke  in  his  despatches  bestowed  warm  praise 
upon  all  the  officers  and  men  who  were  engaged  in 
this  gallant  action,  particularly  noticing  the  conduct 
of  Ck>loncAs  Grinfield,  Hulse,  and  Pennington,  and 
Major  Wright  of  the  artillery. 

As  soon  as  the  retreat  of  the  Dutch  troops  was 
known,  several  battalions  were  ordered  from  camp  to 
support  the  Guards ;  but  before  their  arrival  the 
action  was  over :  however,  they  remained  to  strengthen 
the  post  during  th^  night. 

About  the  same  time  Field-marshal  Freytag,  at  tbe 
head  of  the  Hanoverians,  defeated  the  French  at  Oost 
Capelle,  Rexmode,  and  Hoendschoote,  taking  from  them 
eleven  pieces  of  camion  and  two  hundred  prisoners ; 
while  the  Duke  of  York  on  the  22d  marched  from 
Fumes  to  attack  the  camp  of  Ghivelde,  and  make  an 
approach  upon  Dunkirk.  The  army  advanced  in 
three  columns ;  the  cavalry  along  tlie  strand,  another 
division  upon'  the  road  leading  by  the  canal  upon 
GhiveldCy  and  a  third  to  the  left.  The  advanced 
posts  of  the  enemy  were  driven  back^  with  the  loss  of 
two  or  three  men  wounded,  and  night  coming  on,  the 
French  halted  within  a  short  distance  of  their  camp, 
which  they  abandoned  during  the  night ;  as  they  after- 
terwards  did  a  redoubt,  where  they  left  four  guns,  and 
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tbea  took  op  their  groond  within  a  league  of  the  town. 
Here  was  a  great  deal  of  firing  in  the  evening  at  the 
advanced  posts  in  the  gardens  and  enclosures  lying 
in  firont  of  the  camp,  and  upon  the  Downs,  by  which 
the  Austrian  raiments  of  Starray  and  O'Donnel  had 
apwarda  of  fifty  men  killed  and  wounded  ;  but  in  the 
insae  the  enemy  were  routed.  At  this  time  the  French 
made  an  opening  in  the  dike  of  the  canal  between 
Dunkirk  and  Bruges,  by  which  means  they  were 
ttiabled  to  inundate  a  great  part  of  the  country  frcnn 
the  sea.  On  the  other  hand.  Field-marshal  Freyti^^ 
made  himsdf. master  of  the  posts  of  Warmoutbe  and 
Eckelsbeck,  with  the  bridge  of  Lefferinck's  Hecke. 

In  order  to  get  possession  of  the  ground  which  it  was 
necessary  to  occupy  previous  to  the  siege,  the  British 
commander  resolved  to  attack  the  enemy,  who  were 
still  posted  at  some  distance  from  Dunkirk.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  34th  the  battali<His  destined  for  this  ser- 
vice proceeded  to  attack   the   outposts  between  the 
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in  the  course  of  maBy  campaigius,  raised  him  to  the 
hig^st  raak  of  estimation  in  the  anny  in  which  he 
served. 

His  royal  highness  had  likewise  to  lament  the  loss 
of  C<rf(mel  Eld  of  the  Coldstream  regiment,  and  of 
several  other  valuable  men.  The  two  British  bat* 
talions  engaged  were  commanded  by  Colonel  Leigh 
and  Miyor  Matthews ;  and  the  grenadier  battalion  of 
the  Hessians  by  Ccdonel  Wurmb.  The  Bujkc  parti* 
cularly  expressed  his  sense  of  the  exertions  of  M^or- 
general  Abercromfaie,  Miyor-genera}  Vemeck^  and  of 
lieatNumt-general  Wtirmb. 

Having  gained  ibis  advantage,  the  army  took  up  the 
ground  which  it  was  intended  they  should  occupy ; 
aiid  the  advanced  po^  were  carried  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  town.     But  the  British  arms  were  now 
to  experience  a  sad  reverse.    The  French  governmjentj 
in  order  to  save  Dunkirk,  despatched  a  largo  body  of 
troops  for  the  rdief  of  the  place,  under  General  Hou- 
ehard,  who  was  accompanied  by  two  members  of  the 
convention,  named  Hente  and  Duquesnoy.    The  ac- 
cession of  this  force  gave  the  republicans  such  a  de- 
cided superiority  in  number,  that  it  was  resolved  to 
harass  the  besiegers  by  general  and  frequent  attacks. 
Accordingly  on  the  6th  of  September  the  enemy  as- 
sailed the  whole  of  Marshal  Freytag's  posts,  as  well 
from  the  town  of  Bergues  as  from  the  camp  of  Cassel. 
The  ccHnbined  troopbi>ehaved  with  the  utmost  bravery, 
and  the  enemy  were  repulsed  at  Warmoutlie,  Eschel- 
beck,  and  several  otl^er  places ;   but  at  last,  by  bring- 
iag  op  fresh  forces,  they  gained  possession  of  Bam* 
broke,  Bonsbrugghe,  and  Poperinghe. 

By  the  loss  of  these  posts,  the  field-marshal  fouud 
himself  under  the  necessity  of  falling  back   in   the 

2g 
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night  opoa  Hixidachoote,  where  he  formed  a  eai^ 
with  his  right  upoa  tlie  canal  andthe  left  exteading 
towards  Leyrd. 

In  the  retreat  of  this  night,  Prmcc  Adorns,  now 
Doke  of  Cambridge,  and  Field-^nanhal  Fnytag,-<we«e  > 
for  a  short  time  in  the  possession  of  the  meny.  A 
Ipatrol  of  cavalry,  which  oag^t  to  have  been  in  their 
ffont,  having  taken  another  road,  they  went  into  the 
villE^^e  of  B«xpoede,  through  which  one  of  the  colamn* 
was  to '  pass,  bat  which  was  then  occapied  by  the 
enemy.  .  His  royal  highness  was  wonnded  wi A  a  sabra 
on  the  head  and  arm.  The  field-marshal  was  also 
wounded  in  the  head ;  in  conseqaence  of  which  he 
became  unable  to  take  the  command  of  the  amy  ftix 
sometime.-  Captain  Onslar,  one  of  Prince  Adolphns'a 
aides-de-camp,  was  kflled,  and  another.  Captain  Wan- 
genbam,  was  sererely  wotmded.  Fkom  this  periloua 
irituatitHi,  his  royal  highness  and  the  fieM-marshal 
were  relieved  by  the  intoe[Hdity  and  presence  of  mind 
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wnd  Jordis,  bdng  ordered  ap  to  support  that  part  of  the 
position,  tiMy  were  driven  baclc  into  the  tovm.  The 
loss,  on  this  occasion,  however,  was  considerable; 
thongh'that  of  the  enemy  was  mnch  greater.  Colonel 
lionciieff  was  so-  dangerously  wounded  in  this  attack, 
as  to  be  incapacitated  for  service,  which  proved  a  very 
serious  loss  at  that  critical  period,  when  a  mind  so 
active  and  fertile  of  resources  as  his,  was  particulaiiy 
wanted,  to  repel  a  powerful  and  enterprising  foe. 
.  The  French,  conformable  to  their  plan,  now  followed 
up  the  advantage  which  they  had  gained,  and  in  the 
evening  of  the  seventh  made  another  attack  upon  the 
post  occupied  by  the  Hanoverians,  but  were  repulsed. 
This,  however,  did  not  prevent  them  from  renewing 
their  efforts  the  next  day,  when  they  made  an  attack 
upon  every  point,  and,  notwithstanding  the  greatest 
exertions  of  bravery  in  the  troops,  and  of  ability  in 
General  Walmoden,  they  succeeded  in  forcing  the 
centre  of  the  line.  Upon  this,  the  Hanoverian  com- 
mander retired  bdund  the  small  canal  running  from 
Beltam  to  Steenkirk.  The  loss  in  this  action  was 
very  severe,  and  many  gallant  officers  fell.  But  the 
enemy  also  suffered  considerably,  and  had  three  pieces 
of  cannon  taken  from  them  during  the  contest,  with 
several  prisoners. 

While  the  Hanoverians  were  thus  engaged,  the  Duke 
of  York  sent  two  battalions  of  Hessians  to  their  sap- 
port;  but  finding  that  this  aid  was  ineffectual,  his  royal 
highness  was  reduced  to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
collecting  his  whole  force,  and  abandoning  the  position 
which  he  had  taken  up  before  Dunkirk. 

As  the  case  was  urgent,  it  became  impossible  to 
carry  off  the  heavy  ordnance ;  and  accordingly  thirty- 
two  guns,  and  a  great  part  of  the  stores  intended  for 
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tlto  viege,  wete  left  bdiind.  The  anny  then  brok«  wf 
id  tbe  night  of  the  eighth,  and  encamped  on  the  follow^ 
i^  morning  at  Adenkeikqae.  The  retreat  was  con* 
riveted  in  an  admirable  manner  by  General  Sir  Williaa 
BnUoe,  who  commanded  the  reai-guard ;  and  tho^i 
tiM  vuttay  made  two  sorties,  they  wwe  lepnlsed  in 
botb,  WitboBt  being  able  to  ib  any  miBChief, 

-fnniB  ended  the  unfortunate  expedition  against  OaBx 
kfak,  which,  u  hath  been  already  observed,  was  ondaF* 
takm  against  the  decided  opinion  of  the  DiAe  of  YaA, 
vhoae  remoAstrAnceB  were  disregarded  by  tlie  military 
administration  in  England.  During  the  whole  of  this 
atdooos  aerrice,  his  royal  highness  evinced  the  mast 
•tebdy  disposition ;  and,  by  his  vigilance,  saved  the 
amy  he  commanded  ftoiA  being  overpowered  by  num- 
bers. It  appeared  that  Honchard  had  collected  fonsa 
for  this  enterprise  from  every  quarter  of  the  coontry, 
from  the-atmiee  of  the  Rhine  and  Moselle,  and  partica- 
lariy  that  which  had  occupied  .the  camp  of  C«esar. 
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highness  should  have  retarned  without  any  material 
diminiitioa  of  his  anny  from  the  walls  of  Dunkirk. 

The  National  Convention  of  Franoe  fully  expected 
that  the  force  sent  by  them  would  have  annihilated  the 
besiegers;  and  when  they  found  tiiat  the  Duke  of  York 
hady  contrary  to  their  hopes^  effected  his  retreat  with 
inconsiderable  loss,  they  became  enraged,  and,  forget- 
ting the  senricea  of  Hoochard*  ordered  him  up  to  Paris, 
whore  he  was  rewarded  with  the  guillotine.  The 
charges  on  which  he  waB  tried  and  condemned,  were 
these:— first,  that  after  defeating  the  English  he  did 
not  drive  than  into  the  sea ;  secondly,  that  when  he 
had  surrounded  the  Dutch,  he  did  not  cut  them  in 
pieces ;  thirdly,  that  he  sent  no  succours  to  the  troops 
butchered  near  Cambray ;  and,  fourthly,  that  he  aban- 
doned Menin,  and,  in  his  retreat,  exposed  his  army  to 
considerable  danger. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Duke  of  York  retreated  to 
Fumes,  from  whence  he  purposed  marching  to  Menin ; 
but  on  learning  that  the  Dutch  had  evacuated  that 
place,  he  diverged  to  Thoroate,  in  order  to  oppose  the 
further  progress  of  the  enemy,  and  to  act  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Greneral  Beaulieu,  who  commanded  a  corps 
of  Austrians  near  Courtray.  This  movement  was 
executed  on  the  14th  of  September ;  when  Lieutenant- 
general  Ehrbach  with  two  battalions  of  Austrians,  two 
of  Hessian  infantry,  and  four  squadrons  of  British 
cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Major-general  Har- 
court,  received  orders  to  advance  to  Rousselaire. 
Upon  the  15th  the  main  body  of  the  anny  proceeded 
to  the  same  place,  and  Lieutenant-general  Ehrbach 's 
corps  to  Ledegheim,  it  being  the  intention  of  his  royal 
highness  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  force  them  to  re- 
pass the  Lys.     Information  was  here  received  of  the 
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aa<  *ook  tbiee  pieoM«f  cKoaiMi.  Joardtm  MMMidbtf 
Ibe  npaUieaii  fonea  in  tiua  aiblr,  aiid  the  Nfttiewl 
CoDventum  decreed,  that  he  hul  Dot  ooly  ttstiugoMleA 
UnueU' by  hu  courage,  and  tbe  exc^eaoe-orUs^M^, 
bnt'lkatlie  vaa  theo&ly  Fkeocti  general' Hhvtetf4#- 
fcated  Coboorg  ia  a  pitdwd  btrttle,-  ■■   ,.-■)<!>.> 

^  -Ob  the  Slst  of  the  same  month  the  catmfmttmlaii 
tfw  advanced  posts  oS  the  CHiOp  at  jVIesn^  partwrih^ 
-those  (rfWefwidk  and  Hallein,  but  theywera-flViBy 
irttera  npolsed.  The  next  day  they  renewed '4bA 
lAtBo^t  mtb  great  viofeace,  and  at  laatauecoMtdJB 
(aisme  posaeasioB  ot'Wemiclt.  Menu  beiiv  hesA^ 
«xpofled,  OeaMal  fihiiMtch,  ivho  commanded -theii^ 
fiBond  it  neemsary  to  evacuate  the  toira^  andiMha 
with  hia  cwpa,  conssling  «f  Aastriaiu  and  Hnviv 
liana,  upon  Coortray.  Ifce  Frenah  likewiae  attaokad 
the  troops  po^ed  ak  the  map  of  Giaomp  opon  the 
Slat  and  two  foUowiiic  days,  bat  they  were  diivm 
back  with  coBtideBaMe  toie,  having  had  near  four  fcpn>- 
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possMe  exertion  for  the  proleotion  of  A«stdin  Flaa- 
def»,  wluch  seemed  in  immineot  danger  from  the  a%* 
temiMe  of  the  enmy  upon  the  ^diole  frontier  of  that 
piotinoe.  Gonnistent  with  this  intention,  hig  royal 
highnesa  resolyed  to  attack  the  enemy  at  Menin. 
General  Walmoden,  to  whom  the  execution  of  thia 
dea%B  was  irtmated,  went  npen  the  26th  to  Courtray» 
to  take  oommaBd  of  tho  corps  which  had  recently 
occupied  the  camp  at  Menin ;  whUe  Lieutenant-general 
BuBche  took  the  command  of  that  which  had  been 
posted  at  Moueion,  hM  which  had  fidlen  back  ttpon 
Worcoing.  The  attack  was  to  be  made  upon  different 
points  by  these  two  corps,  in  conjoncticm  with  that 
of  lieutraant^general  If utmb,  which  then  lay  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Thorotite.  On  the  morning  of  the 
27ih  Ihs  royal  highness  oMtrched  with  the  troops  which 
had  been  encamped  near  Toumay,  to  take  up  the 
position  he  had  foMoierly  occupied  between  Beysieux 
and  Cisoing.  Different  posts^  which  the  enemy  had 
established  upon  the  Marque,  were,  in  the  mean  time, 
driven  back';  and  a  picquet  of  six  officers  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  that  had  been  posted  at  the 
tfllage  of  Saingain,  retreated  across  the  plain  towards 
Laxennes;  which  place  they  had  nearly  reached^ 
IrheA  a  squadron  of  the  Second  Dragoon  Guards,  led 
by  Major  Crawford,  advancing  with  rapidity,  gained 
their  right  tank,  and  charged  them  so  vigorously  that 
net  a  ringle  man  escaped ;  one  hundred  and  four  being 
taken,  mid  liie  rest  kUled  on  the  spot. 

Meanwhile  the  enemy  had  made  some  progress  in 
anotbsr  part  of  the  country :  having  attacked  Nieaport, 
snd  passed,  though  only  in  a  small  body,  the  canal 
ef  Ypres,  at  ^lO€»eback.  In  consequence  of  this, 
General  Wurmb  fell  back  upon  Ghistel,  in  order  to 

2  H 
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oiffr  SragBBi  and  Oitond.  This  cb«Qge  of.  pfMB^op 
raqdamd.  abortiTe  the  jdan  which  bad  been  fa^ne4,(i)r 
til^atlUu^  of  MauiiL..  His  royal  highness,  howcjrVj 
stiU  keeping  that  important  object  in  view,  aait^n  icfn- 
foicement  of  three  battalions  to-Geoeial  BasGfa^,i^)n 
bad  by  this  time  advanced  again  ^th  bis  corps  4)  AIoQt 
ftaa,  and  dislo^ed  the  enemy  from  tiiat  post,  of  w)>^ 
^ilBg  had  taken  possession.  It  was,  thenfor^,  qow. 
det^iBHiied  that  the  attack  on  Uenin  should  be  niaftot 
W  tfao  SStth,  by  that  corps,  and  the  one  under  General 
Walmodeu;  the  Utter  advancing  directly  i4>on.  tba 
tffwn,  and  .the  formw  npon  the  right  bank  of  the  Lya, 
againft  the  village  end  heights  of  Hallouin.  In  order 
to  faromr  this  ent^priie,  by  drawing  the  attcotioo  at 
^  enemy  to  another  quarter,  the  I>nke  of  Yatk  sent  fm 
the  preceding  evoiing  two-  battalions  of  Austrian  in- 
fit!|try,'  and  seme  companies  of  light  troops,  with  two 
twdve-pounders  and  two  -howitaers,  under  the  com- 
«uad  of  General  Wemedc ;   and   two  battalions  of 
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Lieutenant^colonel  Churchill^  at  the  head  ef  the  Light 
DragooitSy  who  killed  and  woonded  near  one  hundred 
of  them,  and  took  fifty-nine  prisoners.  SevemI  others 
were  slain,  and  many  more  were  taken  by  a  party 
of  Austriaff  infantry  who  entered  the  town. 

Tliere  were  captured  in  all  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  prisoners  and  five  pieces  of  cannon,  besides  several 
tumbrils  and  baggage- waggons.  The  killed  were  sup- 
posed to  amount  to  between  two  and  three  hundred. 

In  point  of  numbers,  the  loss  of  the  assailants  was 
very  inconsiderable ;  but  unfortunately  Captain  Suther- 
land, of  the  Royal  Engineers,  an  officer  of  acknow- 
'ledged  merit,  fell  upon  this  occasion.  Though  not 
called  upon  to  be  present  at  the  attack,  he  was  led  by 
his  zeal  to  accompany  the  detachment.  Towards  the 
close  of  this  gallant  affair,  accounts  were  received 
from  General  Walmoden,  stating  that  the  enemy  had 
evacuated  Henin  the  preceding  night,  and  that  they  had 
the  appearance  of  giving  up  their  attack  upon  Ypres. 
Thus  it  wa.s  evident  that  the  march  of  the  Duke  of  York 
from  Englefontaine,  and  the  judicious  movements  made 
by  his  royal  highness,  ha4  the  effect  of  obliging  the 
enemy  to  abandon  the  enterprisees  in  which  they  had 
engaged  on  that  side  of  Austrian  Flanders. 

Still  bent  upon  following  up  the  course  which  had 
proved  so  successful  in  checking  the  operations  of  the 
French,  the  Duke  gave  orders  for  an  attack  upon 
Uarchienes.  Tliis  accordingly  took  place  on  the  29th, 
when  eight  battalions  were  placed  under  the  command 
of  Major-general  Kray.  They  marched  at  midnight 
from  Orchies  in  three  columns,  each  headed  by  two 
officers  and  sixty  volunteers,  supported  by  three  hun. 
dred  men  besides ;  but  none  of  them  were  permitted  to 
load.    The  rest  of  the  troqps  of  the  different  columns. 


1BA>4H.-Wtittw9i«f«'l><)na4.«*  Mw.diiiufski  ^;4niM 
t«fduoept  ^TDw  t^e  o^rps  of  the  AiuttpHm-m^mi^tmmii- 
44lH««VBBt«4_tti3(  DMaiff^nfuohed  abo«ti4aisate  tnhe 

owqraluHObiof  -  ^vrtnck  Adnuutad  vpoM  Abft  lagh<  iowl: 
lro)K^rpiNM»  Md  Oie  two  otiieis  apoa  iW  ]aA:iitfi 
i(«nt»bJit»imt  tvo  o'cloAfc  in  tfce  mBtabtg,  widUnia 
itei4:iiuM>«*^iMr  Uw  tQWB*  before  tlttiy  mem  paK!«iTad.i 
IKikeimtWiews-  «<t  tint  bMd  of  tlie  oaliiiuirHhkfa  vO' 
HttKlP  tbft4ia4.$edl  <io  iritfa  k.  iiioqaiit  i^HRit  tvo  liMdHri' 
|l»rdU  AoMitbe  «a(et,«tuQh  tlw^  Mipriacd,  iifiad  A» 
frwter  part.  ADd  jHUrBoed  Oe  rest  so  doaely,  tfHit:tlMT' 
mat»T^  tke.^auB  aloaig  with  tfaem.  Tbe  tmqM  in  Ae 
twoir  Hnd* -1^^  istiBtUG*.  -Altn.  bang  driTCB  ftoM 
the  laaAet-place,  where  tfaey  had  at  tirst  tiasembled. 
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¥eti0Jkfl,  HeMlaito,  «m1  Dannatett  U&op$,  wliidk  wiaie 
ttdBBBiBto  Bistiflk  pay. 

Id  the  comg^  of  the  winter,  the  aoted  General 
MaefcyibaaBf  Mtab^to  tha  court  of  London  to  conceit 
acnaama  toi.  the  maaing  campaign^  had  an  intenriev 
iiiithHi»  Daka  of  ¥oik;  wbo,  after  arranging  everjr 
thing  fiir'4hfiiieciirity  and  comfort  of  tiia  fMoea^ltalr 
lovrad  the  general,  and  embarking  at  Oatead  on  boud 
tiia  Veatal  fjdgata,  landed  at  Bamagate,  after  a  paa- 
aage  of  fimrtaen  honra,  on  tha  7th  of  Febmary,  1794. 

This  Yiait  of  hia  royal  highnesa  waa  for  business, 
not  rdasation  or  pleaaara,  and  at  the  end  of  a  month 
he  letnmad  to  tha  continent,  where  the  republican 
general  Tiohegm  had  already  taken  the  field,  and 
transmitted  the  following  challenge  to  the  Prince  of 
Cobooig:-— 

''General, — I  summon  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
French  republic,  to  give  up  immediately  Quesnoy, 
Valenciemies,  and  Cond^,  otherwise  I  shall  attack  and 
vanquian  you. 

At  this  time  some  symptoms  of  disunion  appeared 
in  the  confoderation  that  had  been  formed  against 
Franoa.  The  King  of  Prussia,  who  had  hitherto  mani- 
fested the  greatest  aeeal  in  the  cause,  now  gave  signa 
of  defection,  by  notifying  to  the  Diet  of  Ratisbon, 
that  unless  his  troops  received  subsistence  at  the 
public  expense,  be  should  be  under  the  necessity  of 
withdrawing  his  army  on  the  Rhine,  and  of  contri- 
buting no  more  than  his  simple  contingent  to  the 
war.  He  also  opposed  the  general  arming  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Germanic  empire ;  a  measure  which 
the  Prince  of  Cobourg  had  recommended,  and  the  Im- 
perial council  approved. 

in  this  critical  posture  of  affairs,  the  £nj;^ish  and 
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HAtiA  govermneDts  consented  to  purchase  tlie  ftirther 
assistance  or  his  Prassian  majesty  b;^  a  sDbsidy,  fl)r 
:lMdch  he  consented  to  keep  sixty-two  thonswld  men 
lidiployed.  The  emperor,  Francis  the  Second,  anted 
with  more  dignity,  for,  preparatory  to  Us  solemn 
inanguration  as  Duke  of  Brabant  at  Bmges,  he  tbok 
-dM  field  in  person  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  thou- 
JMhd  fighting  men. 

-''  Kor  "wete  the  republicans  unprepared  ibr  the  ter- 
ilUe  encounter. ,  Though  France  was  a  prey  to  all 
the  honors  of  despotism  and  anarchy,'  insomuch  that 
iVery  city  bad  the  appearance  of  an  immense  slaugh- 
terhouse, the  National  Convention  possessed  such  a 
terrible  aathority,  as  to  be  enabled  to  boast,'  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  of  haying  one  million  and  a 
half  of  men  ready  to  meet  the  enemy  on  sU  points. 
War  in  short  seemed  to  .be  the  only  occnpation  of 
man ;  and  Paris  alone,  ftom  its  three  handred  fo^es 
_jiTid  fifteen  fotinderics,  ftnnished  eleren  thonsand  fire 
nly  stand  of  arms,  as  well  as  eleven 
■j_  every  month. 
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tlie  village  of  Catillon,  where  they  took  four  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  from  thence  proceeded  across  the 
Sambre,  and  took  a.  position  at  Favril,  between  that 
oyer  and  the  Petite  Helpe,  so  as  to  invest  Landrecy 
on  tbut  aide. 

3?he  second  colnmn,  oonunanded  by  Greneral  AI- 
itinay,  and  consisting  of  the  reserve  of  the  Austrian 
anny,  moved  forwards  upon  Mazingnet,  and  having 
forced  the  enemy's  entrenchments  at  that  place,  as 
well  as  at  Oisy,  proceeded  to  Nouvion,  and  took  pos- 
sessi<m  of  the  wood. 

The  third  column,  which  consisted  of  the  main  body 
of  the  Austrian  army,  and  with  which  his  Imperial 
majesty  and  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  went  themselves, 
marched  along  the  high  road  leading  from  Cateau  to 
Guise,  and,  after  carrying  the  two  villages  of  Ribou- 
yille  and  Wassigny,  where  the  enemy  were  strongly 
entrenched,  pushed  the  advanced  guard  forwards, 
which  took  possession  of  the  heights  called  the  Grand 
and  Petit  Blocus,  and  on  the  following  morning  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  Henappes. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  columns  were  formed  of  the 
army  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  York,  who 
took  the  direction  of  the  first  himself,  having  Lieu- 
tenant-general Otto  under  him;  while  the  other  was 
led  by  Sir  William  Erskine.  The  column  of  his  royal 
highness  was  intended  to  attack  the  redoubts  and 
village  of  Vaux,  as  well  as  to  render  itself  master,  if 
possible,  of  the  wood  called  the  Bois  de  Bohain, 
which  had  been  strongly  entrenched  by  the  enemy. 

In  consequence  of  the  very  great  defiles  and  ravines 
which  were  met  with  in  the  march,  the  column  did 
not  arrive  at  the  point  of  attack  till  one  o*clock  in 
the  afternoon.     As  soon  as  the  cavalry  oi'  the  ad- 
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VftBMd  guard  tppetfed  va  the  bciglits,  the  OMaljr 
hegan  a  vary  Mreie  caUMnnade,  from  the  effiscts  of 
irUeh,  altbtwgh  very  neaxt  they  however  weie  toMM, 
ih  B  gTMt  meRsare,  to  Cover  thomwdTea  by  the  natand 
inequalitiea  of  the  ground.  The  Dake,  hmviBg  ex- 
anfaied  the  eaemy's  position,  and  finding;  it  very 
stroof ,  deterriiiHlbd  to  torn  it  by  their  right;  for  whdch 
purpose  he  ordered  the  whole  colatan  to  move  fat- 
wards,  tmdtf  cover  of  the  Uf  h  grotmd,  leaving  only 
a  8«flteieiit  ^a«tity  of  cavalry  upon  the  heights  ts 
occupy  the  enemy's  attention.  Strong  batteries  were 
likewise  fermed,  which  k^t  np  a  heavy  fire,  uid;pto- 
teoied  die  laMvements  very  considerably.  ■* 

Am  9otm  as  the  Ooops  had  gained  sufficiently  the 
eHeAy'fl  Awl:,  the  advanced  gnard,  nnder  the  cam^ 
mand  »f  Mi^-geAera]  Abeccronbie,  waa  directed  to 
Ingin  the  atiacfc ;  and  tm  companies  ot  the  light 
e(»pB  of  ODonnel,  MppMAed  by  Ae  two  greaadkr 
ewnpanies  of  the  first  regteeat  el  Gaards,  under  tfce 
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pieocs  of  canBOn  iQid  one  howitser,:  witk  a  coiiaider- 
able  lote  of  men  on  the  part  at  the  enemy  ;  whilst  the 
Cftvatay  of  the  advanoed  guard. on  the  left,  ujid^r 
CqIimmI  JJeray  of  the  Archduke  F^dinand'a  hueaars^ 
pursued  them  through  the  wood,  and  drove  them  into 
the  village  of  BohaiD^  which  they  abandoned  inune^ 
diately^  . 

While  these  movements  were  going  on.  Sir  William 
Brskine  was  equally  successful  with  his  column,  which 
waa  intended,  by  the  viUages  of  Marets  and  Fremont, 
to  tnra  the  wood  of  Bohain,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
equations  of  his  royal  highness.  Sir  William  met 
with  no  resistance  till  he  arrived  at  Fremont,  whcr^ 
he  found  the  enemy  strongly  posted.  Notwitlistand- 
ing  this,  he  mstantly  formed  his  line,  and  having  de- 
tached the  brigade  o£  British  infantry,  and  the  Aus* 
trian  regiment  of  cuirassiers  of  Zetchwitz,  with  four 
squadrons  of  British  light  dragoons,  under  the  com- 
mand of  lieutenant-general  Harcourt,  to  turn  the 
position,  he  attacked  it  in  front  with  three  battalions 
of  the  regiment  of  Kaunitz,  supported  by  a  well- 
directed  fire  of  the  Austrian  and  British  artillery  of 
the  reserve,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Congreve,  and  succeeded  completely  ui  driv- 
ing the  enemy  from  the  redoubts,  where  two  pieces  of 
cannon  and  a  pair  of  colours  were  taken.  From 
thence  he  proceeded  to  turn'  the  wood  with  a  part  of 
the  corps,  leaving  the  rest  upon  the  position  at  Fre- 
mont* 

The  sixtii,  seventh,  and  eighth  columns  were  in- 
teildod  to  observe  the  enemy  on  die  side  of  Cambray. 
The  first  of  these,  composed  of  Austrians,  aud  com- 
manded by  Count  Haddick,  pushed  forwards,  as  far 
a9  the  village  of  Crevecoeur^  and  detached  some  light 

2i 
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troops  across  the  Scheldt,  without  DieetiDg  with  re- 
sistaDce.  The  serentb  column,  cooEdstiug  of  Am- 
trians  and  Datcb  under  the  hereditary  Prince  of 
Orange,  moved  forwards  npon  the  h^h  road  leading 
frcKa  Catean  to  Cambray,  and  advancing  beyond  'Bean- 
▼(MB  with  the  eighth  colomn,  cimiposed  chiefly  of 
Datch  troops,  ciHnmanded  by  Greneral  Geylau,  covered 
the  hereditary  Prince  of  Orange's  right  flank,  and 
to<&  their  statioa  in  front  of  St.  Hilaire.  Nettho-  of 
these  last  columns,  however,  was  engaged ;  bat  on  the 
following  rooming  the  enemy  attacked  the  Prince  oi 
Orange's  advanced  guard,  who  repolaed  them  easily. 
What  added  greatly  to  the  general  aatisfactioD  apon 
this  occasion  was,  the  inconsiderable  loss  snstained 
by  tfae  combined  armies,  whilst  that  of  the  enemy  was 
very  great.  The  British,  in  particular,  were  exceed- 
ingly fortunate.  The  honoorabte  Captain  Qtrleton  of 
the  Royals,  a  young  oflicer  of  promising  merit,  was 
the  only  person  of  rank  kiBed,  and  bis  death  was  feel- 
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On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  the  Prince  of  Orange 
made  a  general  attack  upon  the  posts  which  the  enemy 
still  occupied  in  front  of  Landrecy;  and  not  only 
sacceeded  in  getting  possession  of  them  aU,  bat  took 
by  storm  their  intrenched  camp,  and  a  very  strong 
redonbt  which  they  had  thrown  up  at  the  village  of 
Eloqnes,  within  six  hundred  yards  of  the  place.  He 
took  advantage  of  this  redoubt  to  cover'the  left  flank 
of  the  trenches,  which  were  opened  the  same  evening. 
According  to  the  original  plan,  it  was  determined  to 
withdraw  it^e  detached  corps  oi  each  army  as  soon  as 
thepositionfor  the  investment  of  Landrecy  was  pro- 
perly secured.;  and  in  consequence  the  troops  under 
the  command  of  the  Duke  of  York  were  about  to  retire 
on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  when  the  Prince  of  Cobourg 
sent  to  request  the  assistance  of  his  royal  highness,  as 
the  enemy  had  attacked  his  posts  at  Grand  Blocus  and 
Nouvion.  The  Duke,  without  loss  of  time,  marched 
immediately  in  person,  with  five  battalions  of  Aus- 
trians,  and  Sir  Robert  Lawrie's  brigade  of  British 
cavalry:  but  before  he  arrived,  the  afiair  was  over. 
General  Bellegarde  having  repulsed  the  enemy  with 
great  slaughter,  and  taken  from  them  four  pieces  of 
cannon  and  one  howitzer. 

On  the  following  day,  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  re- 
quested his  royal  highness  to  send  him  a  detachment 
of  cavalry  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  who  were  reported 
to  have  assembled  at  the  camp  of  Csesar.  This  desire 
was  also  promptly  complied  with,  but  General  Otto,  who 
accompanied  the  party,  found  the  French  in  such  great 
force,  and  so  strongly  posted  at  the  village  of  Villers- 
en-Cauchie,  that  he  sent  back  to  the  Duke  for  a  rein- 
forcem«it,  which  was  immediately  detached,  consist- 
ing of  two  squadrons  of  the  Zetcbwitss  cuirassiers. 
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QMbJBral  Mausers  brigade  of  heary  cavalry,  and  Ihe 
Btbrenth  re^ment  of  Ught  Dragoona.  As  tfaey  could 
ittft  arrive  till  daii,  Creneral  Otto  was  obliged  to  delay 
Ae  attack  till  the  next  nioraing,  when  it  totdc  place 
MOD  after  daybreak.  He  then  ordered  two  sqoadroDB 
't)f  Haaaarg,  and  two  sqnadrong  of  the  Fifteenth  regi- 
litet  of  Lig^t  Dragoons,  to  charge  the  enemy,  «rtiioh 
tll^  did  with  the  greatest  snccess ;  and  finding  a  Une 
at  tnfitntvy  In  the  rear  of  the  cavalry,  they  continued 
dle'diarge  wltbont  hesitation,  and  broke  them  likewise. 
Sad  they  been  properly  supported,  tlie  entire  destmc- 
tkq  of  the  enemy  mnst  have  been  the  consequence; 
bat  by  some  mistake.  General  Mansel's  brigade  did  not 
arrive  in  time.  He  enemy,  however,  were  completdy 
driven  back,  and  obliged  1o  retreat  in  confiision  into 
Cambray,  with  the  loss  oftwdve  hundred  men  killed 
in  the  field,  and  three  pieoM  of  cannon. 
'  The  French  being  deteradned  to  take  ample  revenge 
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the  preceding  night  at  twelve  o'clock ;  while  a  smaller 
one,  of  indefinite  force,  moved  forwards  by  the  way  of 
Fremont  and  M arets.  The  enemy  formed  their  line  at 
daybreak,  and,  under  favour  of  a  fog,  advanced  to  the 
attack  of  the  villages  in  my  front,  which,  being  occu- 
pied by  light  troops  only,  they  possessed  themselves 
of  without  much  resistance;  and  advancing,  formed 
their  attack  upon  Troisville,  into  which  they  actually 
entered,  but  were  dislodged  again  by  the  well-directed 
fire  of  grape*shot  firom  two  British  six-pounders, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Congreve. 
Their  movements  being  now  plainly  seen,  and  their 
left  appearing  to  be  tmprotected,  I  determined  to 
detach  the  cavalry  of  the  right  wing,  consisting  of  the 
Austrian  cuirassier  regiment  of  Zetchwitz,  the  Blues, 
the  First,  Third,  and  Fifth  Dragoon  Guards,  and 
Royals,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-general 
Otto,  and  to  turn  them  on  that  flank ;  whilst,  by  a 
severe  cannonade  from  our  front,  I  endeavoured  to 
divert  their  attention  from  this  movement.  Some  light 
troops  likewise  were  directed  to  turn,  if  possible,  their 
right  flank ;  but  having  received  a  very  severe  fire 
from  a  wood,  which  they  imprudently  approached  too 
near,  they  were  obliged  to  retire :  they,  however,  imme- 
diately rallied,  and  after  driving  the  enemy  back,  took 
from  them  two  pieces  of  cannon.  General  Otto  com- 
pletely succeeded  in  his  movements.  The  enemy  were 
attacked  in  flank  and  rear ;  and,  although  they  at  first 
attempted  to  resist,  they  were  soon  thrown  into  confu- 
sion, and  the  slaughter  was  immense.  Twenty-two 
pieces  of  cannon  and  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition 
were  taken.  Lieutenant-general  Cbapuy,  who  com- 
m'anded  this  corps,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  ofiicers 
and  privates,  were  captured. 
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"While  this  was  passing  on  our  right,  we  were  not 
leH  fortunate  on  oar  left.  The  cavalry  of  that  wing 
hAving  move4  forwards  to  observe  the  enemy's  co- 
lumn, which  was  advancing  from  Prem<mt  to  Marets, 
the  Seventh  and  Eleventh  regiments  of  Light  Dragoons, 
ifritb  two  squadrons  of  Archduke  Ferdinand's  Hiuaars, 
attacked  their  advanced  guard  with  so  much  spirit 
and  impetuosity,  as  to  defeat  them  completely.  Twdve 
Itnndied  men  were  left  dead  on  the  field ;  and  tco  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  eleven  tombrils  filled  vrith  anummition, 
wete  taken." 

On  this  occasion,  the  service  lost  General  Mansel 
and  Captain  Fellows,  of  the  Third  Dragoon  Goards. 

In  consequence  of  this  brilliant  exploit,  the  town 
of  Landrecy  cajiitulated  on  the  30th,  and  the  garrison 
surrendered  as  prisoners  of  war.  On  the  other  hand. 
General  Clairfait  was  defeated  about  the  same  time  at 
If  oacron ;  where,  being  sunronnded,  he  had  to  cut  his 
way  through  to  a  new  position  between  Tonmay  and 
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the  necessary  operations  for  compelling  the  enemy  to 
retire  from  Flanders^  and  had  at  the  same  time  an 
opportunity  to  inquire  more  folly  into  the  unfortunate 
aflair  of  the  29th.  General  Clairfait  told  me^  that  the 
enemy  had  taken  the  advantage  of  his  absence  at 
Denain,  to  attack  and  carry  the  post  of  Moucron^  and 
consequently  Ck>urtray  itself^  which  was  incapable  of 
defence:  that,  with  regard  to  the  affair  of  the  29th, 
it  had  been  his  intention  to  attack  the  enemy  as  soon 
as  six  battalions  of  Austrian  infantry,  which  had  been 
sent  to  him  from  the  emperor's  army,  were  arrived; 
but  that  the  French  were  beforehand  with  him,  and 
began  themselves  the  attack :  that  his  troops  behaved 
with  much  courage  and  resolution,  from  eight  in  the 
morning,  when  the  battle  began,  till  four  in  the  afler- 
noon ;  but  that  as  soon  as  the  order  was  given  to 
retreat,  owing  to  the  ifitricacy  of  the  country,  they  fell 
into  a  confusion,  from  which  it  was  impossible  to  rally 
them.*' 

On  the  10th  of  May  the  French  made  another  des- 
perate attack  upon  the  Duke  of  York  at  Tournay,  in 
different  columns,  to  the  amount  of  thirty  thousand 
men ;  but  after  a  sharp  engagement,  which  lasted  five 
hours,  they  were  repulsed,  leaving  behind  them  thir- 
teen pieces  of  cannon,  and  above  four  hundred  pri- 
soners. The  attack  began  at  daybreak,  when  the 
enemy  attempted  to  turn  the  Duke's  left  flank,  but 
were  driven  back  by  the  Austrian  regiment  of  Kaunitz, 
which  was  posted  in  a  wood  to  cover  the  rest  of  the 
corps  on  that  side.  The  French  directed  their  next 
efforts  against  the  centre,  upon  which  they  advanced, 
under  a  heavy  cannonade,  with  great  resolution ;  but 
a  favourable  opportunity  presenting  itself,  of  attack- 
ing them  on  their  right  flank,  which  did  not  seem  to 
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standing  every  effort  was  made  to  obtain  it,  be  did 
■not  think  it  prudent  to  adrance  any  further.  He 
reaoWed,  therefore,  to  leave  his  advanced  guard  under 
-the  command  of  General  Abercrombie  at  Roabaix, 
and  wi^  the  remainder  of  h\n  corps  take  ap  a  -poai- 
tion  on  the  heights  behind  Lannoy.  Orders  for  this 
'Ibnrpose  were  actaaUy  given ;  bat  when  his  royal  bigb- 
nesa '  infoimed  the  emperor,  who  had  advanced  to 
Lanboy,  (rf*  his  intention,  tbe  necessity  of  co-operat- 
mg  with  General  Clairfait  induced  his  majesty  to 
direct  that  the  Duke  should  proceed  to  the  attack  of 
-Mouveanx.  ' 

In  obedience  to  these  orders,  his  royal  highness 
directed  the  attack  to  be  made  by  General  Aber- 
crombie, with  tbe  four  battalions  of  Guards.  The 
enemy  were  found  strongly  entrenched ;  but  aOer  can- 
nonading tbe  place  for  some  time,  the  flank  battalion 
advanced   to  storm  it  with   the  utmost  vigour,  sup- 
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admit  of  their  being  of  any  other  use.  The  ad* 
vanced  posts  communicated  on  the  right  with  those 
of  General  Otto,  who  by  this  time  had  gained  pos- 
session of  Torcoing. 

Early  on  the  following  morning  the  enemy  attacked 
the  latter  post  in  such  great  force,  that  Colonel  Devay, 
who  commanded  there,  applied  to  the  Duke  of  York 
to  make  a  diversion  in  his  favour ;  with  which  request 
his  royal  highness  complied  instantly,  by  sending  two 
battalions  of  Austrians,  giving  them  at  the  same  time 
express  directions,  if  they  should  be  pressed,  to  fall 
back ; .  instead  of  which,  by  some  mistake,  they  joined 
the  colonel.  Owing  to  this  circumstance,  an  opening 
was  made  on  the  right,  of  which  the  enemy  instantly 
took  advantage,  by  making  an  attack  on  the  Duke's 
corps,  and  thereby  obliging  his  royal  highness  to 
employ  the  only  battalion  he  had  left,  to  secure  a 
point  of  the  utmost  consequence.  At  this  critical 
moment  a  very  considerable  column  of  the  enemy, 
amounting  to  fifteen  thousand  men,  appeared  advanc- 
ing from  Lisle,  whilst  another  corps,  havint;  forced 
its  way  through  General  Otto's  position  by  Waterloo, 
commenced  an  attack  on  the  rear. 

The  few  troops  that  remained  with  the  Duke  soon 
gave  way  to  such  superior  numbers,  nor  was  it  possible 
lor  his  royal  highness,  with  all  the  efi()rts  he  could  use, 
assisted  by  those  of  the  oificers  who  were  about  him, 
to   rally   the  men.      At    this   moment  the   advanced 
parties  of   the  enemy's   column  from   Lisle    shewed 
themselves  upon  the  road  between  Koubaix  and  Mou-^ 
veanx,  by  which  means  it  became  impossible  to  suc- 
ceed in  the  attempt  which  his  royal  highness  made 
to  join  the  brigade  of  Guards.    Thus  perilously  cir- 
cumstanced, the  Dul^o  turned  his  attention   to  gain 
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General  Fox's  brigade;  but  upon  proceeding  to  Roa- 
baix  for  that  purpose,  be  found  this  position  also 
occupied  by  the  enemy.  Thus  completely  cut  off  from 
every  part  of  his  corps,  nothing  remained  for  the 
Duke  but  to  force  his  way  to  that  of  General  Otto, 
in  order  to  concert  with  him  on.  the  proper  measures 
to  be  adopted  for  the  deliverance  of  the  troops  of  his 
royal  highness. 

Accordingly,  taking  with  him  a  few  dragoons  of  the 
sixteenth  regiment,  ho  pushed  on  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy,  and  after  a  sharp  conflict  succeeded  in  attain- 
ing the  Austrian  post;  but  the  project  of  marching 
upon  Lannoy,  to  which  General  Otto  had  consented, 
as  a  measure  which  promised  to  facilitate  the  retreat 
of  the  British  troop^,  1>eing  given  up,  and  the  Hes- 
sians having  abandoned  the  place,  his  royal  highness 
found  himself  under  the  painful  necessity  of  continu- 
ing with  General  Otto's  column  during  the  remainder 
of  the  day. 

Previous  to  this,  the  Duke  had  sent  orders  to  General 
Abercrombie  to  retire  from  Mouveaux,  to  the  heights 
behind  Roubaix,  where  it  was  his  royal  Inghness's 
intention  to  have  assembled  his  corps ;  and  where  the 
Coldstream  battalion  had  accordingly  1)ecn  posted, 
to  cover  the  communication  till  the  retreat  should  be 
effected.  In  consequence  of  these  directions,  tho 
general  began  his  retreat,  but  when  he  arrived  at  tho 
heights  of  Roubaix,  he  found  himself  surrounded  on 
all  sides,  without  the  possibility  of  assembling  the 
corps,  upon  which  he  determined  to  push  on  for 
Lannoy.  This  he  accomplished  amidst  the  repeated 
attacks  of  the  enemy,  who  poured  in  upon  him  from 
all  quarters.  General  Abercrombie  now  found  Lannoy 
alflo  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  but  he  avoided  tho 
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tawB  by  Biaichmg-  rQimid  it  under  a  ^ery  heavy  fire, 
and  aemx  afiwr  vvached  Templenve. 

In  die  mean  tme,.  Major-genetal  Fox^ailer  standing, 
with  great  lesolatioii,  a  very  vigorous  attack  from  the 
principal  part  of  the  colnma  which  came  from  Lisle, 
began  his  mtieat;  bat  finding  himself  cut  oif  from 
the  brigade  of  Ckuurds,  and  Lannoy  occnpied  by  the 
French,  he  directed  his  march  upon  the  village  of 
Leers,  at  which  place  he  fortonafely  j<Hned  the  corps  of 
Lieutenant-general  Otto. 

The  loss  in  this  disastrous  affair  was  necessarily 
very  serious,  but  not  so  great  as  might  have  been 
expected,  considering  the  overwhelming  force  with 
which  the  insnlated  parties  had  to  contend,-  in  a 
country  particularly  fiftvourable  to  the  views  of  the 
enemy ;  who,  from  their  perfect  acquaintance  with  the 
localities,  were  enabled  to  seize,  and  employ  to  advan- 
tage every  opportunity  of  annoyance. 

On  all  these  accounts,  with  the  badness  of  the  roads, 
the  loss  of  the  horses,  and  the  timidity  of  the  drivers, 
the  leaving  behind  a  part  of  the  artillery  became  inevit- 
able. What  the  loss  really  amounted  to,  was  not 
accurately  stated  in  the  official  return ;  but,  according 
to  the  French  report,  it  consisted  of  not  less  than 
sixty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  two  thousand  prisoners. 

As  this  misfortune  proceeded  solely  from  the  atten- 
tion paid  by  the  Duke  of  York  to  the  orders  of  the 
£mperor,  the  latter  immediately  caused  the  Prince  of 
Cobourg  to  write  the  following  handsome  letter  to  the 
Jiritish  commander : — 

''^Sa  Majesty  m'^oint  de  donner  a  V.  A.  R.  les 
assurances  lea  plus  positives  que  nou  seulcment  ellc 
est  p&rfaitemcnt  satisfaitc  do  la  manicre,  pleino  de  z61e^ 


26S  MEMOIR   OP  THE   OUKif  OP   YORK. 

d'intdligeDce,  et  de  valeur,  dont  V-  A.  R.  ses  brans 
gdn^raux,  et  ses  braves  tronpes  oat  exocat^  tous  lea 
moDvemenfl  qui  on  eie  lieu  sacce«BiveinEnt  dans  les 
jonrn^cs  dn  17  et  da  18,  mau  qa'elle  Isi  donne  par 
cette  lettre  le  t6moigaa^  certain  «t  bien  d^cid^ent 
iir^nsable  qoe  V.  A.  R.  n'a  fait  ancuno  manceavre, 
qui  n'ait  6t£  une  suite  cssenticUe  de  la  dispf>aiti<m 
gto^rale,  on  qa'elle  n'ait  engage  V.  A.  R.  a  faire  par 
les  messages  saccessifs,  que  dans  Je  courant  de  I'aflaire 
die  a  recu  de  ce  Mooarque." 

"  His  Majesty  has  enjoined  me  to  give  to  yoar  Royal 
Highness  the  most  positive  assurances,  that  not  only 
is  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  maooer,  ardent  zeal, 
skill,  and  valoar,  in  which  your  Royal  Highness,  the 
gallant  generals,  and  the  brave  troops,  have  executed 
all  the  movements  which  successively  took  place  in 
the  battles  of  the  17th  and  18th  ;  but  that  he  gives,  by 
this  letter,  a  dccideJ  and  uncx.cci)tionaljle  tcatimonv 
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in  order  to  invest  Toumay.  At  first  they  drove  in  the 
outposts,  and  obliged  General  Busche's  corps  to  fall 
back  upon  the  main  army;  bnt  General  Wahnoden^ 
with  the  HanovedanSy  maintained  their  position.  The 
French,  however,  by  constantly  bringing  up  fresh 
forces,  were  enabled  to  continue  the  attack  without 
intermission  till  nine  o'clock  at  night. 

The  troops  of  the  right  wing  being  in  consequence 
greatly  fiEttigned,  it  became  necessary  to  support  them 
from  the  corps  under  the  immediate  command  of  the 
Duke  of  York.  For  this  purpose,  besides  seven  Aus- 
trian battalions,  his  royal  highness  detached  General 
Fox  with  the  second  brigade  of  the  British;  and 
nothing  could  exceed  the  spirit  and  gallantry  with 
which  they  conducted  themselves,  particularly  in 
storming  the  village  of  Pontechin,  which  they  carried 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  enemy  upon  this 
began  to  retreat,  and  during  the  night  withdrew  all 
their  posts,  falling  back  towards  Lisle,  leaving  seven 
pieces  of  cannon  and  five  hundred  prisoners  behind 
them ;  but  the  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  little 
short  of  twelve  thousand,  which  was  accounted  for  by 
their  being  exposed  during  the  space  of  twelve  hours 
to  an  incessant  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry. 

While  these  operations  were  going  on.  Count  Kau- 
ni  tz  attacked  a  French  army  that  had  crossed  the 
Sambre,  and  obliged  them  to  repass  the  river  in  great 
confusion,  having  lost  fifty  pieces  of  cannon  and  above 
five  thousand  men. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Prussians  under  Marshal 
Mollendorff  completely  surprised  the  republicans  at 
Kayserslautem,  and  defeated  them  with  great  loss. 
The  enemy  encamped  there,  amounting  to  about  twelve 
thousand  men,  were  strongly  posted  in  a  situation 
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coveced  with  xedoiibts  and  entrenohments ;  besides 
which,  several  dikes  had  been  out,  and  the  bridges  w«re 
every  where  destroyed ;  while  three  positions  were  pre- 
fiared,  to  facilitate  their  relareat  in  case  of  accident. 
Notwithstanding  this,  the  Prussians  farced  the  works, 
killed  above  one  thousand  men,  and  took  twice  the 
same  number,  with  all  the  artillery. 

At  this  period,  some  of  the  most  ferocious  members 
of  the  National  Convention  displayed  an  uncommon 
spirit  of  rancorous  hatred  against  England,  by  de- 
nouncing Pitt  ^^an  enemy  to  the  human  race  :*'  but  this 
was  not  all,  for  they  followed  up  the  ridiculous  pro- 
scsiption  by  the  inhuman  decree,  tliat  ''  Henceforth  no 
quarter  should  be  given  to  any  of  the  British  or  Hano- 
lirerian  troops."  This  murderous  edict,  which  passed 
on  the  'Slst  of  May,  was  accompanied  by  the  following 
address  io  the  French  armies : — 

<'  En^and  is  capable  of  every  outrage  on  humanity, 
and  of  every  crime  towards  the  republic.  She  attacks 
the  rights  of  all  nations,  and  threatens  to  annihilate 
liberty.  How  long  will  yon  sulTer  to  continue  on  your 
ftontiers  the  slaves  of  George — the  soldiers  of  the  most 
atrocious  of  tyrants?  He  formed  the  congress  of  Pil- 
nitz,  and  brought  about  the  scandalous  surrender  of 
Toulon,  fie  massacred  your  brethren  at  Genoa,  and 
Unmed  our  magazines  in  the  maritime  towns.  He 
cormpied  our  cities,  and  endeavoured  to  destroy  the 
vfttional  xepresentation.  '  He  starved  your  plains,  and 
purchased  treason  on  the  frontiers.  When,  therefore, 
the  events  oT  battle  shall  put  in  your  power  either  Eng- 
fish  or  Hanoverians,  bring  to  your  remembrance  the 
tracts  of  country  English  slaves  have  laid  waste, 
your  views  to  La  Vend^,  Toulon,  Lyons,  Mar- 
and  St.  Domingo — places  still  reeking  with  the 
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blood  which  the  atrocious  policy  of  the  English  has 
shed.  Do  not  trust  to  their  artful  language^  which 
is  ao  additional  crime,  worthy  of  their  perfidious  cha- 
racter and  Machiavelian  govenunent.  Those  who 
boast  that  they  abhor  the  tyranny  of  George,  say,  can 
they  fight  for  him  ? 

"No!  no!  republican  soldiers — you  ought,  there- 
fore, when  victory  shall  put  in  your  power  either 
English  or  Hanoverians,  to  strike;  not  one  of  them 
ought  to  return  to  the  traitorous  territory  of  England, 
or  to  be  brought  into  France.  Let  the  British  slaves 
perisU,  and  Europe  be  free." 

As  soon  as  the  Duke  of  York  was  made  acquainted 
with  this  atrocious  decision  of  the  sanguinary  ban- 
ditti then  at  the  head  of  the  French  government, 
instead  of  giving  way  to  passion,  he  adopted  a  reso- 
lution worthy  of  a  British  prince,  by  causing  the  fol- 
lowing General  Orders  to  be  reud  at  the  bead  of  his 
army : — '• 

'^His  royal  highness  the    Duke   of   York    thinks 
it   incumbent    on    him    to  announce  to  the  *  British 
and    Hanoverian    troops    under   his   command,  that 
the   National   Convention  of  France,  pursuing  their 
gradation   of  crimes  and   horrors,  which  has  distin- 
guished the  periods  of  its  government  as  the  most 
calamitous  of  any  that  has  yet  occurred  in  the  history 
of  the  world,  has  just  passed  a  decree,  that  their  sol- 
diers shall  give  no  quarter  to  the  British  or  Hanb^ 
"verian  troops.     His  royal  highness   anticipates   the 
indignation  and  horror  which  has  naturally  arisen  in 
the  .minds  of  the  brave  troops  whom  he  addresses; 
ttpon  receiving  this  information.     His  royal  highnesii 
desires,  however,  to  remind  them,  that  mercy  to  the 

is  the  brightest  gem  in  a  soldier *s  cha- 
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racter,  and  exports  them  not  to  suffer  their  r^sent- 
neiit  to  lead  them  to  any  precipitate  act  of  cpnelty 
oa  their  part,  which  may  sully  the  reputation  they 
have  acquired  in  the  world. 

'^His  royal  highness  believes  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult for  brave  men  to  conceive  that  any  set  of  men,  who 
are  themselves  exempt  from  sharing  in  the  dangers  of 
war^  shottld  be  so  base  and  cowardly  as  to  seek  to 
aggtavate  the  calamities  of  it  upon  the  unfortunate 
people  who  are  subject  to  their  orders.  It  was  indeed 
reserved  for  the  present  times,  to  produce  to  the 
world  the  proof  of  the  possibility  of  the  existence  of 
such  atrocity  and  infamy.  The  pretence  for  issuing 
this  decree,  even  if  founded  in  truth,  would  justify  it 
4>nly  to  minds  similar  to  those  of  the  members  of  the 
National  Convention.  It  is,  in  fact,  too  absurd  to  be 
noticed,  and  still  less  to  be  refuted.  The  French  must 
themsdves  see  through  the  flimsy  artifice  of  an  intended 
assassination,  by  which  Robespiere  has  succeeded  in 
ptocuring  that  military  guard,  which  has  at  once 
MtaUished  him  the  successor  of  the  unfortunate 
Loais^  by  whatever  name  he  may  choose  to  dignify 
faisfiitore  rdgii. 

• .  .^  In  all  wars,  which  from  the  earliest  times  have 
eauBted  between  the  English  and  French  nations,  they 
%Kn  been  accustomed  to  consider  each  other  in  the 
llgkt  of  generous,  as  well  as  brave  enemies,  while  the 
Hanovenans,  for  a  century  the  allies  of  the  former, 
iMUre  shared  in  this  reciprocal  esteem.  Huraanit]f 
kindness  have  at  all  times  taken  place,  the  instant 
opposition  ceased ;  and  the  same  cloak  has  been 
fiwqnonfly  seen  covering  those  who  were  wounded 
aM  enemies,  whilst  indiscriminately  conveying  to  the 
hnipitals  of  the  conquerors.    The  British  and  Kiano- 
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Terian  annies  will  not  believe  that  the  French  nation, 
even  under  their  present  infatuation,  can  so  far  forget 
their  character  as  soldiers,  as  to  pay  any  attention 
to  a  decree,  as  iigorions  to  themselves  as  it  is  dis* 
gracieftil  to  the  persons  who  passed  it.  On  this  con- 
fidence, his  royal  highness  troats  that  the  soldiers  of 
both  nations  will  confine  their  sentiments  of  resent- 
ment and  abhoirence  to  the  National  Convention 
alone;  persuaded  that  they  will  be  joined  in  them  by 
every  Fraichman  who  possesses  one  spark  of  honoury 
or  one  principle  of  a  soldier ;  and  his  royal  highness  is 
confident,  that  it  wiU  only  be  on  finding,  contrary  to 
every  expectation,,  that  the  French  army  has  rclin- 
quished  every  title  to  the  fair  character  of  soldiers 
and  of  men,  by  submitting  to  and  obeying  so  atro- 
cious an  Older,  that  the  brave  troops  under  his  com-^ 
mand  will  think  themselves  justified,  and  indeed 
under  the  necessity  of  adopting,  a  species  of  warfare 
for  which  they  will  then  stand  acquitted  to  their  own 
conscience,  to  their  country,  and  to  the  world  :  in 
such  an  event,  the  French  army  alone  will  be  answer- 
able ibr  the  tenfold  vengeance  which  will  fall  upon 
themselves,  their  wives,  their  children,  and  their 
unfortunate  country,  already  groaning  under  every 
calamity  which  the  accumulated  crimes  of  unprin- 
cipled ambition  and  avai^ice  can  heap  upon  their 
devoted  victims.  His  royal  highness  desires  these 
Orders  may  be  read  and  explained  to  the  men  at  three 
auoeesBv^  roll-callings." 

:The  effect  of  this  address  was  not  confined  to  the 
Britiah.army;  for  the  French  soldiery,  on  being  made 
acquainted  with  it,  refused  to  execute  the  inhuman 
orders  of  their  superiors,  and  the  decree  itself  was 
soon  afterwards  repealed. 
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attacked  the  enemy's  entrenchments  in  the  directkm 
of  Iiambrisart^  Espinies,  and  Gosaelies,  the  allies 
obliged  a  few  detached  bodies  to  retreat,  notwith- 
standing the  protection  they  received  from  several 
redoubts..  Such^  however,  was  the  resistance  expe-^ 
rienc^  by  the  as$ailants,  that  it  was  evening  before 
^  left  wing  arrived  at  the  principal  heights,  which 
were  fortified  by  an  extensive  range  of  field  workSt 
lined  with  an  immense  number  of  heavy  axtillery*. 
Although  a  variety  of  unforeseen  obstacles  presented 
themselves  to  impede  the  allies,  an  attempt  was  mi^ci 
to  force  this  strong  position  with  th^  bayonet,  while 
on  the  other  hand,  Jourdan,  having  obtained  powerfiil 
teinforcements,  determined  to  risk  a  pitched  battle« 
He  accordingly  advanced  with  a  numerous  army,  audi 
tiadjd  sttcU  a  disposition  of  his  forces,  as  enabled  him 
tQ  bring  the  greater  part  to  bear  upon  the  left  wing 
of  the  /allies.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  assailants 
vepaatedly  i>enetrated  the  French  lines,  and  even 
filmed  several  times  under  the  fire  of  their  cannon. 

^t  length  the  superior  numbers  of  the  republicans 
JMCeviUledy  and  at  seven  in  the  evening,  Jourdan,  having 
drawn  hi^  troops  out  of  their  entrenchments,  made 
three  effective  charges  upon  his  opponents,  who  fell 
l^ack  under  cover  of  the  night,  first  on  Marbois,  and 
n^xt  on  Nivellea,  with  the  intention,  if  possible,  of 
pi^tect^  Namur.  Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Fleurus, 
the  loss  of  which  was  chiefly  caused  by  the  fall  of 
CharJtef(H,  a  circumstance  that  enabled  the  French  to 
hrij^g.  their  whole  besieging  force  into  the  field. 

Xhfi  loss  of  the  combined  armies  on  this  occaaiim 
was  iipieyer  accurately  stated.  The  Prince  of  CobotDpf » 
in  hiff  letter  to  the  Duke  of  York,  stated  it  at  fifteen 
hundrcul ;  while  the  French  swelled  it  out  to  ten  thou- 
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sand  men.  That  it  must  have  been  very  considerable, 
we  may  reasonably  conclude,  froA  the  consequences 
which  it  produced !  for  the  aDied  forces  now  broke 
np,  and  retreated  in  all  directions,  leaving  Bruges, 
Tonmay,  Mons,  Oudenarde,  Brussels,  and  Naraur, 
ex{K>sed  to  the  enemy.  The  British  troops  and  aux- 
iliaries, under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Yoik, 
participated  of  coarse  in  the  general  disaster ;  and  his 
royal  highness,  after  a  fruitless  attempt  to  form  a  junc* 
tion  with  Cteneral  Clairfait,  and  being  at  the  same 
6me  cut  off  from  Ostend,  found  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  retreating  towards  the  Dutch  frontier. 
The  British  ministry,  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  his 
royal  highness,,  now  intreated  the  eari  of  Mbira,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  ferce,  intended  fof 
another  expedition,  to  change  hlii  r^aU,  and  proceed  t6 
the  coast  of  Flanders,  for  Ae  pmpOBe  of  reliei^ng  tbi 
Duke  of  York,  who  was  then  surrounded  oh  all  sides. 
That  nobleman  accordingly  embarked  without  delay, 
and,  by  means  of  a  rapid  movement,  succeeded  {n 
joining  the  Duke  with  ten  thousand  men  between 
Brussels  and  Antwerp,  after  defeating  the  French,  first 
at  Alost,  and  again  at  Malines.  Notwithstanding  this 
reinforcement,  the  enemy,  on  the  19th  of  July,  renewed 
tiiefar  attack  upon  all  the  outposts  of  the  British  com- 
mander in  chief;  and  being  greatly  superior  in  nnm^ 
bers,  obliged  his  royal  highness  to  abandon  the  situa.- 
tion  which  he  had  taken  up,  and  to  continue  his 
threat  to  the  Meuse. 

The  same  success  attended  the  republicans  in  other 
quarters.  The  Prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg  having  assem* 
bled  the  remains  of  his  army  at  Halle,  advanced,  and 
assumed  a  formidable  position  at  Mons ;  but  on  the 
second  of  July  he  was  attacked  by  the  French,  who 
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drove  hu  troops  oat  of  the  town,  and  compelled  them 
to  retiie  upon  Soipues.  Here  the  Aastrians  threw  up 
antienchmeDts,  and  fortified  th^  post  so  as  to  render  it 
to  all  appearance  impregnable.  JVotwithstanding  this, 
the  republicans  braved  the  fire  of  a  numerooa  artillery, 
and,  by  the  mere  force  of  the  bayonet,  gained  a  decided 
victory.  Tlie  Imperialists  then  fled  to  Bmssels,  from 
which  city,  however,  they  were  soon  driven,  as  well  by 
the  refractory  inhabitants  as  liy  the  Fiaicb. 
'  Flushed  with  their  success,  the  republicans  now 
determined  to  recover  the  fortresses  which  had  been 
taken  from  them  by  the  allies.  This  was  no  difficult 
matter,  for  the  troops  left  to  garrison  these  places  were 
so  few  in  number,  and  entirely  unsupported,  that  re- 
sistance became  hopeless,  especially  as  the  sanguinary 
members  of  the  Convention  had  decreed,  that  those 
who  hdd  out  after  a  limited  period  should  be  estenni- 
nated.  Sach  was  the  state  of  things,  when  the  French 
general  Scherer  summoned   Landrecy,  with  a  threat 
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of  Carnot  himself^  who  was  cominissioned  to  put  the 
decrees  of  the  Conyention  in  force,  that  nothing  but 
the  di^ad  of  retaliation  restrained  him  and  his  col- 
leag:iies  from  nmrdering  the  foreign  troops,  as  well 
as  the  devoted  royalists. 

The  Duke  of  York,  in  consequence  of  these  re- 
verses, continued  his  retreat  to  the  river  Dommel, 
where  he  took  up  a  position  with  his  right  extending 
to  Boxtel.  Strong  as  the  situation  was,  it  proved 
insecure,  for  on  die  15th  of  September,  the  republicans 
made  a  general  attack  upon  all  the  posts,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  forcing  that  which  was  most  advanced, 
with  considerable  loss  to  the  troops  of  Hesse  Darm- 
stadt, by  whom  it  was  occupied. 

As  the  line  upon  the  Dommel  could  not  be  main- 
tained while  the  enemy  were  in  possession  oi'  this 
post,  it  became  necessary  to  regain  it ;  and  at  the 
same  time  to  ascertain  whether  the  attack  was  sup- 
ported by  the  whole  French  army.  For  this  purpose 
General  Abercrombie  marched  with  the  reserve  during 
the  night,  having  directions  to  reconnoitre  the  post 
at  dayligiit,  and  to  act  as  he  should  judge  best  from 
what  he  could  discern  of  the  force  of  the  enemy.  In 
the  execution  of  this  mission,  the  general  found  the 
French  in  such  strength  as  left  little  room  to  doubt 
of  the  proximity  of  their  army,  and  he  accordingly 
retired,  but  in  such  good  order  as  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  making  any  impression  upon  his  detach- 
ment, althouj^  they  followed  him  for  some  distance. 

About  this  time  the  Duke  received  private  intel- 
ligence, npon  which  he  could  depend,  and  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  observation  of  the  patrols  and  the 
reports  of  deserters,  that  the  enemy  were  reinforced 
by  the  corps  which  had  been  hitherto  acting  in  West 
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Flanders,  mid  also  by  a  column  of  the  army  ^vhich  had 
been  employed  in  the  reduction  of  Valenciennes  and 
Conde.  According  to  the  same  information,  his  royal 
highness  was  further  assured,  that  a  column,  .which 
had  been  marching  towards  Maestricht,  had  taken 
a  sudden  turn,  and  was  in  full  advance  upon  the  Bri- 
tish position.  From  these  accounts,  and  what  was 
known  of  the  previous  strength  of  the  enemy,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  actual  force  now  on  the  march  to 
attack  the  Duke,  could  ftiU  but  little  short  of  eighty 
thousand  men.  The  hazard  of  an  action  with  such 
a  very  great  disparity  of  numbers,  became  a  matter 
of  the  most  serious  consideration;  and  therefore, 
after  mature  deliberation,  his  royal  higluiess  did  not 
think  himself  at  liberty  to  risk,  in  so  unequal  a  con- 
test, either  the  British  troops,  or  those  of  the  allies, 
who  were  serving  with  them  under  his  orders. 

The  reliance  which  he  had  on  their  courage  and 
discipline  left    him  no  doubt  of   resisting  tlie  first 
efforts  of  the  enemy  ;  but  it  could  scarcely  be  ex- 
pected, that  even  by  the  utmost  exertion  of  these  qua- 
lities, they  would  be  able  to  withstand  the  reiterated 
attacks  which  the  vast    superiority  of   the    French 
would  enable  them  to  make,  and  which  experience 
had  shewn  to  be   the  general  principle  upon  wliich 
they  acted.    These  reasons,  enforced  by  subsequent 
intelligence,  that  the  enemy  were  pushing  consider- 
able columns  towards  the  left  and  most  vulnerable 
part  of  the  British  line,  determined  his  royal  highness 
to  fetreat  immediately  across  the  Mcuse.    The  army 
accordingly  marched  at  three  o'clock,  and  without  any 
lots  took  up  a  position,  which  had  been  previously  re- 
comuHtied,  about  three  miles  in  front  of  Grave,  from 
^"Wnoe  they  crossed  the  river  on  the  following  morning. 
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While  the  Doke  of  Tork  was  thus  retreating  into 
butch  Brabant^  and  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Orange 
was  obliged  to  cross  the  Dyle,  to  prevent  bis  army 
from  being  surrounded ;  the  Imperialists^  under  gene* 
rals  Clairfait  and  Kray,  were  continually  engaged  in 
obstinate  conflicts  with  the  republicans  all  the  way 
from  liege  to  Haestricht. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  the  French  attacked  the 

Austrians  in  their  positions  for  an  extent  of  more  than 

five  leagues*    Their  principal  object  was  to  dislodge 

Kray  from  the  entrenched  camp  which  he  occupied 

before  Maestricht,  and  to  attempt  at  the  same  time 

the  passage  of  the  Meuse  in  three  jlifferent  places, 

below  liege,  near  Viak,  and  at  Fouron-le-Compte. 

Being   famished  i^th    fifty   pieces  of  cannon,  they 

opened  a  brisk  and  mortal  fire  on  the  Austrians ;  and 

about  eleven  in  the  forenoon  General  Kray  was  obliged 

to  remove  his  tents,  and  retire  under  the  walls  of 

Maestricht.    At  this  instant  General  Clairfait  arrived, 

with  four  battalions  and  six  pieces  of  cannon ;  which 

force,  having  joined  Kray,  enabled  him  to  renew  the 

combat ;  and  towards  nine  o'clock  at  night  the  enemy 

retreated,  leaving  fifteen  hundred  dead  on  the  field 

of  battle.     Notwithstanding  this  check,  the  French, 

the  next  day  made  an  attack,  in  great  force,  on  the  left 

wing  of  General  De  Latour,  with  such  impetuosity  that 

the  Imperialists,  after  a  long  combat,  were  obliged  to 

retreat  towards  Herv^.    At  the  same  time  the  enemy 

attacked  the  camp  of  reserve,  commanded  by  General 

D'Alton,  and,  after  an  engagement  of  three  hours, 

compelled  the  Austrians  to  retire  upon  Aix  la  Chapelle 

-with  considerable  loss* 

These  successes  encouraged  Jourdan,  the  republican 
general,  whose  army  was  now  strengthened  by  power- 
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fal  reinforcements,  to  make  a  general  attack,  on  the  first 
of  October,  upon  the  whole  line  occupied  by  General 
Clairfait.  The  Austrian  field-marshal  had  placed  his 
centre  before  Juliers ;  his  right  extended  along  the  left 
bank  of  the  Roer,  on  the  side  of  Ruremonde ;  and  his 
left  was  supported  by  Duren,  having  the  river  in  his 
rear.  Before  his  centre  was  the  plain  of  Aldenhoven, 
bordered  on  every  side  by  gentle  hills;  and  at  the 
extremity  of  the  plain  was  a  large  avenue,  through 
which  the  enemy  had  to  penetrate  before  they  could 
assail  the  main  body.  On  the  heights  were  redoubts 
at  equal  distances,  amply  furnished  with  artillery, 
which  took  the  ^emy  in  flank,  and  made  a  cross  fire. 
The  French,  on  their  side,  had  planted  cannon  at  the 
verge  of  the  declivities  on  the  side  of  the  passage,  to 
{day  upon  such  of  their  own  troops  as  might  fall  back, 
or  endeavour  to  retreat  from  the  annoying  fire  of  the 
redoubts.  The  republicans  advanced  with  their  wonted 
intrepidity  and  impetuosity;  but  were  mowed  down 
by  the  artillery  on  the  hills  to  the  right  and  left,  as  weU 
as  by  the  batteries  in  front.  During  the  three  hours 
that  the  attack  lasted,  they  lost  a  dreadful  number  of 
men ;  whilst  the  Austrian  army  remained  firm,  and  suf- 
fered comparatively  but  little.  While,  however,  victory 
appeared  to  hover  over  the  Imperialists,  a  sudden  re- 
verse took  place :  for  at  this  critical  moment.  General 
•  (JUirfait  was  informed,  that  his  other  wings,  instead  of 
Baking  the  resistance  that  had  been  expected,  were 
Ibroed ;  in  consequence  of  which  ho  became  in  danger 
•f  being  toned  and  ovefpowered.  Upon  this,  he  was 
the  aecessity  of  making  a  speedy  retreat  to 
V  which  he  entered  in  perfect  order,  and  with 
Ims»  The  field-marshal  had  previously  caused 
ivdimbfes-  to  be  constructed  at  the  head  of  the 
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bridge  oS  Cologne^  to  protect  the  passage  of  the  Rhine 
in  case  of  accident.  The  defence  of  this  pass  he  con- 
fided to  the  emigrant  legion  of  Bpurb<Hi;t  saying,  ^'  I 
know  that  I  giye  you  a  post  extremely  difficult  to 
g[uard;  but  the  necessity  I  am  under,  and  the  high 
opinion  I  aitertain  of  your  bravery,  persuade  me  that 
I  cannot  entrust  it  to  better  hands." 

The  result  answered  the  confidence  reposed,  for  the 
legion  maintained  the  post  during  five  hours,  repelling 
all  the  enemy  who  attempted  to  fall  on  the  rear  guard, 
nor  did  they  retire  till  the  whole  army  had  passed  the 
liver. 

While  Jourdan  was  making  this  progress  along  the 
led  bank  of  the  Rhine,  where  Mentz  alone  remained  in 
the  possession  of  the  Austrians ;  Pichcgru,  with  the 
^rmy  of  the  North,  was  no  less  successful  in  the  inva- 
sion of  Holland, 

Having,  by  numerical  force,  obliged  the  combined 
army  to  retreat  from  the  frontier,  the  French  invested 
Crevecoeur  and  Bois-le-duc,  the  former  of  which  for- 
tresses was  bombarded  and  taken  on  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember; and  the  latter,  to  the  great  surprise  of  the 
conquerors  themselves,  capitulated  on  the  10th  of  the 
following  month.  These  acquisitions  enabled  Pichegru 
to  concentrate  all  his  strength,  for  the  purpose  of 
defeating  the  army  of  the  Duke  of  York,  who  had 
taken  up  an  advantageous  position  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Pufflech,  having  his  wings  supported  by  two 
rivers.  Notwithstandii^^  this,  the  French,  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th,  attacked  the  whole  of  the  ad- 
vanced posts  of  the  right  wing  in  very  great  force, 
particularly  that  of  Drutin,  which  was  defended  by 
the  37th  regiment;  and  that  of  Applethern^  where 
the  Prince  of  Rohan's  light  batUilion  was  stationed. 
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Nothing  could  exceed  the  gallantry  with  which  all  the 
troops  behaved;  but  at  last  the  post  on  the  lell 
of  the  37th,  which  was  occupied  by  a  detachment 
of  the  Rohan  hussars,  being  forced,  Major  Hope,  who 
commanded  the  regiment,  and  distinguished  himself 
exceedingly,  was   obliged  to  retreat  upon  the  dike 

■ 

along  the  Waal,  where  he  continued  for  some  time 
without  much  annoyance. 

Unfortunately,  however,  a  strong  body  of  the  enemy's 
hussars,  being  mistaken  for  the  corps  of  Rohan,  the 
regiment  allowed  them  to  approach  unmolested,  when 
they  immediately  began  an  attack ;  and  the  narrowness 
of  the  dike,  which  on  every  other  occasion  would  have 
afforded  a  security  to  the  infantry,  in  this  instance 
acted  against  them,  as  they  were  driven  off  it  by  the 
enemy's  charge,  and  in  consequence  suffered  severely. 
Several  officers  were  made  prisoners  in  this  unlucky 
affair,  and  only  Major  Hope  and  fifty  men  escaped. 
Creneral  Fox  also  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
while  engaged  in  spiriting  up  the  troops ;  but  he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  extricate  himself  almost  immedi- 
atdy.  On  this  occasion  the  emigrants  suffered  con- 
siderably, for  the  republican  General  Jardan  made  a 
most  destructive  charge  upon  the  legion  of  Rohan, 
which  he  completely  defeated  and.  almost  destroyed. 
After  this  engagement,  the  Duke  of  York,  who  had  not 
intended  to  risk  an  action  in  that  position,  which  he 
only  kept  in  order  to  preserve  a  communication  with 
Grave,  now  determined  to  pass  the  Waal,  and  to  take 
vp  the  different  cantonments  already  marked  out  for 
Ike  defrnoe  of  4he  river,  leaving  General  Count  Wal* 
with  «  corps  to  cover  the  town. 
cvsuhitMMi  was  carried  into  effect,  and  the  Duke 
«&  p^sitMA  at  Arnhcim,  for  the  purpose  of 


MEMOIR  OP  THE  DUKE   OF   YORK.  279 

throwing  supplies  into  Nimeguen,  which  was  then 
threatened  by  the  enemy. 

On  th^  27tb,  the  French  attacked  the  British  out- 
posts^ and  droTe  them  in ;  upon  which  a  new  position 
was  taken  opposite  to  the  left  of  the  town,  against 
which  a  heayy  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  French ;  who, 
the  same  evening,  attacked  the  outposts  of  Fort  St. 
Andre,  which  in  consequence  fell  back  to  the  Fort. 
In  this  skirmish.  General  Abercrombie  and  Colonel 
Garke  were  wounded;  as  also  was  Captain  Picton, 
of  the  12th  regiment,  in  a  sally  made  from  Nimeguen 
on  the  mominf^  of  the  26th. 

At  length,  on  the  5th  of  November,  the  French  broke 
ground  under  the  direction  of  General  Souham,  and 
began  to  construct  their  batteries;  on  which  Count 
Walmoden,  who  had  the  charge  of  defending  the  place, 
made  a  sortie  with  the  8th,  27th,  28th,  55th,  63d,  and 
78th  regiments  of  British  infantry,  under  the  command 
of  Major-general  De  Burgh,  and  two  battalions  of 
Dutch,  supported  by  the  7th  and  15th  British  liglit 
dragoons;  the  Hanoverian  horse  guards,  one  squa- 
dron of  the  !^d  regiment  of  Hanoverian  horse,  one 
squadron  of  the  5th  regiment  of  Hanoverian  dragoons, 
one  squadron  of  the  10th  Hanoverian  light  dragoons, 
and  the  legion  de  Damas  in  the  Dutch  service.  This 
sortie  had  every  success  that  could  be  expected  from 
it.  The  troops  advanced  to  the  enemy's  trenches  under 
a  severe  fire,  and  even  jumped  into  them  without 
receiving  a  shot.  The  loss  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
almost  entirely  effected  by  the  bayonet,  amounted  to 
five  hundred  men ;  while  that  of  the  combined  force,  in 
killed  and  wounded,  fell  short  of  two  hundred.  Among 
the  latter  was  General  de  Burgh,  who  was  wounded 
while  leading  on  his  men  with  great  gallantry. 
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As  it  now  appeared  evident  that  the  place  could  not 
be  taken,  unless  all  intercourse  with  the  English  army 
should  be  cut  off^  the  enemy  opened  three  strong  bat- 
teries for  that  purpose,  two  directed  against  the  bridge 
and  one  upon  the  town.  The  fire  of  the  former  was  so 
effectual,  that  one  of  the  boats  which  supported  the 
line  of  communication  was  destroyed;  and  though 
lieutenant  Pophain,  of  the  navy,  quickly  repaired  the 
damage,  the  Duke  of  York,  finding  that  his  troops  had 
no  chance  of  success  in  contending  with  a  force  which 
was  hourly  accumulating,  determined  to  withdraw 
every  thing  from  the  town,  beyond  what  was  barely 
necessary  for  its  defence.  Accordingly,  as  soon  as 
the  bridge  was  repaired,  all  the  artillery  of  the  reserve^ 
-nrith  the  British,  Hanoverian,  and  Hessian  battalions, 
retired  without  sufiering  any  inconvenience,  leaving 
picquets  to  the  number  of  two  thousand  five  hundred 
men,  under  the  command  of  General  De  Burgh,  to 
keep  the  enemy  in  dieck. 

On  the  7th  of  November  the  reserve  quitted  Nime- 
gneii  without  loss ;  and  the  Dutch  troops  would  have 
proved  equally  fortunate,  had  not  a  chance  shot  carried 
away  the  top  of  the  mast  of  the  flying  bridge,  which, 
ia  consequence,  swung  round,  and  the  men  were  taken 
prisoners  to  the  amount  of  about  four  hundred.  The 
bridge  of  boats  was  entirely  burnt ;  and  the  flying  one^ 
of  which  the  enemy  obtained  possession  by  the  above 
Mcident,  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  the  British 
artillery.  On  this  occasion,  the  French,  according  to 
their  customary  mode  of  exaggeration  and  invention, 
published  a  report,  in  which  they  accused  the  English 
with  firing  on  their  allies  the  Dutch,  while  attempting 
to  make  their  escai>e  by  the  flying  bridge :  and  though 
tills  story  was  completely  refuted,  it  has  been  admitted 
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into  most  of  the  histories  of  the  revolutionary  war  as 
a  certain* &ct. 

Nim^^en,  being  thus  abandoned,  opened  its  gates 
on  the  foUowlDg  day  to  the  French,  who  immediately 
began  to  erect  new  works,  both  there  and  on  several 
other  points,  for  the  security  of  their  present  conquests, 
and  the  reduction  of  the  entire  country. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Duke  of  York  fixed  his  head- 
quarters at  Amheim,  where  it  was  thought  the  troops 
would  have  been  safe  from  aU  attack  during  the  winter. 
Accordingly,  bis  royal  highness  having  made  every 
arrangement  for  their  comfort,  and  given  directions  for 
a  continuance  of  the  retreat  if  necessary,  left  generals 
Walmoden  and  Harcourt  in  the  command,  while  he 
proceeded  himself  into  the  interior,  to  consult  with  the 
hereditary  prince  of  Orange  about  the  measures  proper 
to  be  adopted  in  the  present  exigency  of  affairs. 

All  hope  now  rested  upon  the  season^  the  inclemency 
of  which,  it  was  thought,  must  compel  the  enemy  to 
seek  repose.  Their  own  commanders  indeed  recom- 
mended a  suspension  of  military  operations  during 
the  depth  of  the  winter,  as  indispensably  requisite  for 
the  health  of  the  troops.  But  the  French  government 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  remonstrance,  and,  in  spite 
of  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  determined  to  prosecute  the  war  in  Holland 
through  the  whole  winter. 

The  passage  of  the  Waal  being  first  resolved  upon, 
Greneral  Daendels,  a  Dutch  revolutionist,  was  in- 
trusted with  the  enterprize. 

At  the  beginning  of  December,  such  active  exertions 
were  made  a^t  Nimeguen  and  other  places,  that  an 
immediate  attack  on  the  British  and  Hanoverian  posts 
being  anticipated,  due   preparations  were  taken  to 

2n 
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avoid  a  sorpriae.  Accoidingly,  at  six  o'cAkJi  on  the 
monung  of  the  11th,  abont  eif^ty  boats  of  varions 
d»s,  with  troops  on  board,  fdl  down  a  branch  of  the 
.Waal,  and  were  carried  ailendy  by  the  streajn  to 
the  Amheim  side  of  the  rirer^  near  the  post  of 'Ghent ; 
where,  faroared  by  a  thick  tog,  they  effected  a  landing, 
and  immediately  commenced  a  Tigorons  attack  on  the 
battery  there,  wliicb,  thoagh  it  retained  the  Are,  conld 
not  be  defended  ag^nst  snpedor  nombers,  who  were 
covered  by  a  very  heavy  discharge  of  shot  and  shells 
from  the  strong  works  they  had  erected  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river.  Major  Theile,  with  the  Hanove- 
rian regiment  oiT  Stockhausen/  a  battalion  of  that  of 
Saxe  Gotha,  and  the  picqnets  which  he  had  called  in, 
made  an  dBTort  to  recover  the  battery^  bnt  was  repolsed. 
ifeanwhile  the  Hanoverian  general  of  infantry,  Busche, 
arrived,  and  led  these  troops  to  a  second  attack,  with- 
oat  being  able  to  expel  the  French ;  bnt  on  receiving  a 
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of  the  troops  on  board  were  drowned. — The  season 
now  began  to  assume  a  dreadful  aspect,  and  as  the 
year  closed  in^  tbe  frost  became  more  than  commonly 
rigorou3«     Upon  this,  Pichegru,  who  had  but  just 
recoYcared  from  a  very  serious  indisposition,  left  Brus- 
selfl,  and  fastened  to  take  the  command  in  Holland ; 
where^  on  his  arrival,  finding  that. the  Maesc  and  Waal 
were  already  able  to  bear  the  passage  of  troops,  he 
determined,  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to 
complete  his  olgect.    Accordingly,  on  the  27th,  two 
brigades,  under   the  generals  Daendels  and  Osten, 
received  orders  to  march  across  the  ice  to  the  isle  of 
Bommel,  while  another  detachment  advanced  against 
Fort  St.  Andr^.     These  combined  movements  suc- 
ceeded  effectually;    and  the  reduction  of  the   two 
fortresses,  which   at  any  other   period  of  the  year 
would   have    cost  an  immense  slaughter,  was  now 
accomplished  almost  without  bloodshed,  and  that  too 
when  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  was  lower  than 
it  had  been  known  for  thirty  years.    Sixteen  hundred 
prisoners,  and  a  great  number  of  pieces  of  cannon,  were 
taken ;  but  the  rest  of  the  Dutch  troops  succeeded  in 
effecting  their  retreat  to  the  lines  between  Gorcum  and 
Cuylenberg ;  after  which  the  enemy  crossed  the  Waal 
in  immense  numbers,  and  took  positions  at  Thuyle, 
Wetleren,  and  Wartenberg.    They  made  at  the  same 
time  a  successful  attack  upon  the  lines  of  Breda,  Ou- 
derbosch,  and  Sevenhagen;   but  the  most  important 
achievement  of  all  was  the  capture  of  Grave,  after  a 
blockade  of  two  months,  the  garrison  surrendering  at 
discftetion. 

These  rapid  movements  of  the  enemy  induced  the 
commanders  of  the  allied  forces  at  Arnheim  to  make 
an  attempt  to  check  their  progress.    This  enlerprize 
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wss  entrusted  to  Major-gaieral  Da?id  Diindas,  who» 
OD  the  27tb  of  December,  marchM  with  ten  battafions 
of  BritUh  Infantry  under  General  Lord  Catho«rt>  Ma- 
joi«general  Grordon,  and  Colonel  Haokenrie ;  «ix  squa- 
Aednsiof  light  oayalry,  and  one  hundr^  and  fifty 
hmMn  of  Rohan,  under  Major-general  Sir  Robert 
liawrie ;  and  four  battalions  and  four  squadrons  of 
Heiutfans,  under  M ajor-^neral  De  Wurmb.   This  for^e 
'mKH  divided  into  three  columns ;  the  left  being  ilitend<)d 
to  attack  by  the  dike,  the  centre  to  attack  so  as  to 
keep  the  church  of  Wardenberg  upon  its  left  wing,  and 
the  fight  column,  consisting  bf  four  British  battalions 
IttMihe  hussars,  to  keep  their  left  bearing  upon  Vliet, 
to  buiB  Tuyl,  and  attack  it  in  the  rearw    Lord  Cathcart 
'feand  the  road  by  which  his  column  had  to  march  so 
liHplraoticable,  that,  being  obliged  to  make  a  great 
eiteuit,  he  could  not  come  up  in  time.    In  consequence 
of  this,  Ctoneral  Dnndas,  finding,  on  his  arrival  near 
Ifardenberg,  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  it  during 
Ihe  night,  thought  it  advisable  to  push  on  with  the 
dther  two  columns,  and  to  begin  the  attack  upon  Tuyl 
immediately.    This  was  executed  with  such  gallantly 
and  S|Mt  by  the  troops,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
lyitural  utiMgth  of  the  post,  the  abbatis  of  trees  that 
weire  knade,  the  batteries  of  the  town  of  Bommel^ 
*iiWdi  flanked  the  approach,  and  the  great  numbers 
xlt  men  by  whom  it  was  defended,  the  place  was  soon 
kiarHd4,  and*  the  enemy  driven  across  the  river  with 
considerable  loss.     On  this   occasion,   the  greatest 
praise  Was  due  to  the  officers  and  men   for   their 
conduct,  which  was  highly  exemplary,  in  regard  to 
the  fortitnde  and  perseverance  with  which  they  sup- 
^^cMsd  every  fatigue,  and  all  the  hardships  peculiar  to 
tte  season. 
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NotwitlMtanding  tbi«  ephemeral  advantage,  a  re- 
moval of  the  British  head-quarters  became  indis- 
pensable ;  and  on  the  third  of  January,  1796,  all  the 
troops  took  up  a  position  at  Amerongen.  The  severity 
of  the  weather  now  increased  to  such'  a  degree,  that 
the  enemy  were  enabled  to  pass  the  Waal  near  Bom- 
mel,  after  which  they  soon  drove  in  the  out-posts  of 
the  combined  armies,  and  took  possession  of  Tuyl. 
General  Dundas,  however,  thought  he  should  be  able 
to  defend  Meteren,  and  to  check  the  further  progress 
of  the  French;  but  the  advanced  posts  of  the  Hes- 
sians, nearest  to- his  position,  having  also  been  obliged 
to  fall  back,  orders  were  given  to  him  and  General 
Dalwidc  to  unite  their  forces  immediately,  and  at 
day-break  of  Che  fifth  to  make  a  vigorous  attack*  on 
the  enemy,  and  to  spare  no  efforts  to  drive  them 
across  the  Waal.  Instead  of  this,  General  Dundas 
was  himself  attacked  at  Geldermalsen  by  a  large  body 
of  cavalry  and  tirailleurs.  The  charge  was  so  im- 
petuous, that  at  first  they  had  the  advantage,  and 
took  two  pieces  of  cannon  ;  but  when  the  reserve 
came  up,  the  guns  were  recovered,  the  enemy  repulsed, 
and  the  post  preserved. 

The  violence  of  the  frost  having  by  this  time  con- 
verted the  whole  country  into  a  kind  of  plain,  which 
gave  to  the  French  the  greatest  facility  in  their  move- 
ments, Greneral  Dundas  thought  it  necessary  to  fall 
back  in  the  night  upon  Bueren,  where  Greneral  Dal- 
wick  was  stationed.  This  circumstance,  with  the 
excessive  fatigue  which  the  troops  had  undergone, 
at  a  season  of  the  year,  and  in  situations  where  they 
were  often  obliged,  for  the  want  of  cantonments,  to 
pass  the  night  without  cover,  determined  the  generals 
to  take  up  a  position  behind  the  Leek,  for  which  the 
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aecessarj  dispositions  had  been  previously  made. 
Bftt  just  as  the  orders  were  given  for  the  removal^ 
a  sodden  thaw  came  on,  which  offering  a  prospect  of 
koldiiig  the  position  on  the  Waal,  it  was  judged  ex- 
pedient that  the  troops,  who  had  not  yet  crossed  the 
Leek,  should  remain  in  the  cantonments  they  then 
occnpied,  whfle  the  rest  proceeded.  Unfortunately, 
however,  the  frost  set  in  again  with  additional  severity 
during  the  night  of  the  seventh;  but  as  the  troops 
were  already  put  in  motion,  and  counter-orders  might 
have  prevented  a  combination  from  the  extent  of 
the  line,  (General  Dundas  assembled  his  corps,  and 
marched  towards  Bueren  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
^ghth,  after  detaching  in  advance  two  battalions, 
who  were  afterwards  to  proceed  against  Thiel. 

On  their  arrival  at  Bueren,  they  found  all  the  Bri- 
tish posts  on  the  lingen  driven  in,  and  the  French 
established  there  in  great  force.  Upon  this.  Lord 
Cathcart  was  ordered  to  recoAnoitre  the  enemy ;  when, 
taking  a  detachment  of  thirty  Hulans,  with  the  light 
companies,  and  part  of  the  27th  regiment,  he  pro- 
ceeded along  the  dike,  charged  the  advanced  guard, 
and  put  them  to  rout  with  some  loss.  His  lordship, 
finding  that  the  entire  force  near  him  did  not  exceed 
eight  hundred  men,  with  some  hussars,  and  one  piece 
of  camion,  he  determined  immediately  to  dislodge 
ttma;  and  accordingly,  the  remainder  of  the  27th 
TCghnoit,  the  14th,  and  two  field  pieces,  were  brought 
np  fbr  the  purpose.  The  14th  regiment  formed  on  the 
to  the  left  of  the  <jlike,  and  tlie  27tli  across  the 
on  the  right,  supjportcd  by  the  picquets, 
it  of  Hulans,  and  a  squadron  of  light 
The  field-pieces  were  conducted  along 
jttir  hr  the   grenadiers ;    and    all    the    troops 
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mafched   as  qnick   as  possible^  driving  the  enemy 
before  them.    On  arriYing  at  Baremalsen^  tbey  found 
that  the  Frenoh  kad  passed  the.  river^  and  were  col- 
lected at  Eldennalsen,  fiom  whence  they  kept  up  an 
idcessaiit  fire  of  musketry  and  grape-shot. 
'*  The  Britisb,  homtfffir,  continued  to  advance  without 
once  haltiii^; '  and  the  27th  regimeat,  gradually  chang- 
hig  its'dliectioA  to  the  left,  charged  the  village  across 
tile-  ioB  beyond  the  burnt  bridge,  and  seized  the  cannon ; 
While  theiliik  regiment  entered  the  place  on  tiie  right. 
The  enemy  then  retired  with  great  precipitation,  but 
soon  returned  in  much   greater  numbers,  and,  not- 
withstanding  the  fire  of  the  field-pieces  Irom  the  oppo- 
site shore,  made  repeated  attacks  upon    the  village 
where  the  British  were  posted.    The  steady  counte- 
nance of  these  troops  reduced  the  efforts  made  against 
them  to  a  distant  firing;  and  on  the  arrival  of  the 
28th,  that  regiment  immediately  formed  on  each  side 
of  a  windmill,  with  their  field-pieces.    The  corps  in 
the  village  were  then  ordered  to  repass  the  Liiigcn, 
and  form  behind  the  dike,  which  movement  was  exe- 
cuted with  the  greatest  regularity;  and  they  passed 
through  the  interval  of  the  28th  in  good  order,  and 
without  the  loss  of  a  man,  though  followed  by  great 
numbers.     The  28th  could  not  be  so  placed  as  to 
cover  this  passage  effectually,  without  being  exposed 
to  a  very  heavy  fire,  which  they  faced  and  returned 
in  the  tnravest  manner.    Their  fire  again  cleared  the 
village,  and  at  sunset  all  remained  quiet  till  eleven 
o'clock,  when  the  several  corps  returned  to  head- 
quarters.   The  loss  on  this  occasion  was  consider- 
able ;  and  two  officers.  Colonels  BuUer  and  Hope,  were 
severely  wounded. 

As   thie  frost  continued   to  present    a    favourable 
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o^tortunitjr  for  bia  purpose,  Picbegru  determined  to 
cnwfi  the  Waal  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nimegueo 
with,  his  whole  army,  which  waa  accordingly  effected ; 
and  enttie  battalions  of  infantry,  squadioos  of  cavalry, 
detachments  of  artillery,  with  an  immense  number  of 
waggons,  passed  over  the  river,  without  the  assist- 
ance of  dthet  bridges  or  boats.  All  the  troops,  how- 
ever, had  not  reached  the  place  of  destinatian,  when 
ft  sudden  -thaw,  by  catting  off  the  conunnnication, 
■eemed  to  hazard  the  success  of  the  enterpiixe.  At 
this  critical  moment,  when  the  confidence  of  the  enemy 
Becmed  likely  to  suntain  a  serious  mortification,  the 
frost  resumed  its  empire  with  additional  severity,  and 
enabled  the  invaders  to  complete  their  object. 

On  the  14th,  they  made  a  general  attack  upon  all 
the  British  out-posts  between  the  Lcck  and  the 
Waal ;  but  were  repulsed  every  where,  especially  by 
the  picquets  opposite  Bbenen,  at  which  point  they 
advanced  in  very  superior  numbers.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  commence  an 
immediate  retreat  to  Amerslbort,  which  was  carried 
into  execution  the  same  night  without  the  least  inter- 
ruptloQ.  On  this  nccaaiop,  all  the  ve«aels  lying  in 
furagc  and  stores,  were  burnt, 
I,  CDutained  in 
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ditary  prince  and  his  family^  aocompanied  by  several 
persons  of  distiactioay  embarked  on  board  a  small 
vessel  at  Schevding^  and  landed  at  Harwich  on  the 
21st  of  Janaaiy,  where  also  the  Duke  of  York  arrived 
the  day  after;  and  finding  that  the  royal  exiles  had 
departed  for  London^  he  staid  only  to  take  some  re- 
freshment, and  immediately  porsned  the  same  route. 

Previous  to  his  departure  from  a  country  which 
could  no  longer  be  defended,  the  Duke  gave  proper 
directions  for  ccmducting  the  troops  into  Germany,  as 
it  was  impossiUe  to  embark  them  on  any  part  of  the 
Dutch  coast.  A.ccordin{^y,  on  the  27th  they  marched 
from  Deventer,  and  the  rest  of  the  cantonments  on  the 
Yssel,  leaving  lieutenant-general  Abercrombie  with 
the  Guards^  and  Colonel  Strutt's  brigade,  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  the  removal  of  the  sick,  stores,,  and 
provisions ;  as  wdl  as  ibr  the  destruction  of  whatever 
of  the  latter  could  not  be  carried  away. 

These  measures  were  promptly  carried  into  effect; 
but  about  six  hundred  sick,  whose  cases  would  not 
admit  of  a  removid,  were  left  at  Deventer,  Zwoll,  and 
Zutphen,  under  the  care  of  Major  M'Murdo,  witli  a 
captain,  two  subalterns,  and  the  necessary  medical 
attendants. 

The  first  column  of  the  British  army,  now  reduced 
to  one-third  of  the  original  number,  after  experiencing 
the  utmost  distress  in  a  fatiguing  march  through  an 
inhospitable  country,  arrived  on  the  29th  at  Oldensaal, 
from  whence  they  proceeded  to  Bentheim,  which  they 
readied  the  following  day.  General  Ckiatcs's  brigade, 
having  sett  out  some  days  sooner,  had  already  taken 
up  cantonments  at  Rfaeine,  and  other  places  behind 
the  Ems.  General  Abercrombie  brought  up  the  rear  a 
few  days  afterwards,  luttd^thus  terminated  the  cam- 
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aucia  .  KToss  bratnlity,  as  to  provoke  the  re- 


^S  tt"r'**'iity  of  the  Datcfa  could  only  be  exceeded 

L^v  r^*''''  5^  their  first  landiDg  in  Holland,  were 
A^sih  *'"'  "*'y  demonstration  of  joy,  and  their 
f  J*" \  •w**"'^  forth  universal  praise.  But  no  sooner 
f  ■/"etf  T**  take  place,  which  never  wonld  have  hap- 
Jl^^g^  ^(1  the  natives  of  the  country  been  true  to 
J^tj^  *fes,  than  every  insult  was  offered  to  our  brave 
ft.^fttt.  "*  their  distress.  After  the  evacuation  of 
>H.  '^  •  '^'>*o  the  troops  sought  repose  in  winter- 
^  0,y  ^  *euts  on  the  banks  of  the  Waal,  the  Dutch 
4  tf  "^Used  to  afford  them  any  assistance,  but 

^  ,._... 

%/  **'  tfce  French  soldiers,  who,  though  not  in 
(1,  _  ^^^U  disciplined  as  those  of  other  nations, 
'/.  '"«*^nc!e  treated  the  English  with  kindness, 
^^^  '**"*tK»cssed  the  barbarity  of  the  people  to- 
^'**    "^ho  had  shed  their  blood  in  the  defence 

,.  '^^^M    of  the  army  at  Bremen,  the  transition 

^       "^     <'i*am,  or  a  fairy  vision :  "  We  could 

_  ■*  t   to  QUf  Q^Q  senses,"  says  the  autlior 

^  *  '  "^ve  who  had  been  so  lately  buffeted 

^*-»    «3riven  like  vagabonds  through  frost 

^^  ^*-ll    the  wilds  of  Holland,  and  who,  in 

^^  *~*^**\itics,  when  we  asked  for  susto- 

^~  ■^''     i*i  our  hands,  were  answered  only 

-^  ^*  *^   shoulders, '  Nothing  for  an  English- 

^  "^    Seated  in  the  most  elegant  apart- 

^^  ,^^^*"^*  Ending  readily  to  anticipate  every 

-^  ^^  ^^*"test  down  to  repose  upon,  without 

-^  -^  *-he  morning  with  the  thundering  of 

*-*^l  alarms  of  war!    It  seemed  like 
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paign  in  Holland ;  Trhere  the  allied  troops  suffered 
perhaps  as  much  from  the  inhabitants  as  fnun  the 
enemy  and  Uie  severity  of  the  climate ;  for  such  was 
the  ingratitude  of  the  Dntch,  that,  in  the  line  of  march, 
they  reflised  to  give  shelter  to  the  men  who  had  been 
fighting  their  battles ;  and  at  Groningen  tbe  gates  were 
entirdy  shut  against  them. 

The  French  continned  to  follow  the  combined  forces 
to 'the  Ems,  and  on  the  34th  of  February  they  gained 
possession  of  tbe  advanced  posts  of  Nienhnys  and 
'  Velhnys,  which  were  nnder  the  command  of  Ctdonel 
Stmtt,  and  occupied  by  the  loyal  canigrants  and  a 
detachment  of  the  corps  of  Rohan  aiwi  Bonille.  These 
troops,  after  the  most  gallant  resistance,  were  forced, 
with  the  loss  of  about  one  hundred  men  killed  and 
wounded,  to  fall  back  upon  Nothem,  leaving  tbe  two 
posts  in  the  hands  of  the  repnblicans. 

Upon  this.  General  Abercrombie,  who  commanded 
at  Bentheim,  Jmnictliatfly  put  his  force  in 
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the  inhumanity  of  the  Datch  could  only  be  exceeded 
by  their  perfidy. 

The  English^  on  their  first  landing  in  Holland^  were 
received  with  every  demonstration  of  joy^  and  their 
heroism  called  forth  universal  praise.  But  no  sooner 
did  a  reverse  take  place,  which  never  would  have  hap-, 
pened,  had  the  natives  of  the  country  been  true  to 
themselves^  than  every  insult  was  offered  to  oui;  brave 
soldiers  in  their  distress.  After  the  evacuation'  of 
Nimeguen,  when  the  troops  sought  repose  in  winter- 
quarters  in  t^its  on  the  banks  of  the  Waal^  the  Dutch 
not  only  refused  to  ^  afford  them  any  assistance,  but 
even  bdiaved  to  the  sick  and  wounded  in  the  hospi- 
tals with  such  gross,  brutality,  as  to  provoke  the  re- 
sentment of  the  French  soldiers,  who^  though  not  in 
general  so  well  disciplined  as  those  of  other  nations, 
yet  in  this  instance  treated  the  English  with  kindness, 
when  they  witnessed  the  barbarity  of  the  people  to- 
wards the  men  who  had  shed  their  blood  in  the  defence 
of  Holland. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  army  at  Bremen,  the  transition 
appeared  like  a  dream,  or  a  fairy  vision :  '*  We  could 
hardly  give  credit  to  our  own  senses,"  says  the  author 
of  the  journal;  ''we  who  had  been  so  lately  buffeted 
about  by  fortune,  driven  like  vagabonds  through  frost 
and  snow,  over  all  the  wilds  of  Holland,  and  who,  in 
our  greatest  extremities,  when  we  asked  for  suste- 
nance with  money  in  our  hands,  were  answered  only 
with  a  shrug  of  the  shoulders, '  Nothing  for  an  English- 
man.' Now  to  be  seated  in  the  most  elegant  apart- 
ments, servants  attending  readily  to  anticipate  every 
wish,  beds  of  the  softest  down  to  repose  upon,  without 
being  disturbed  in  the  morning  with  the  thundering  of 
canami,  or  the  usual  alarms  of  war!    It  seemed  like 
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some  enchantment^  but  it  was  real.  The  elegant  and 
generous  entertainment  we  met  with,  far  exceeded  any 
thing  we  ever  experienced  before,  and,  I  may  venture 
to  say,  ever  will  again.'' 

On  the  14th  of  April,  the  troops  began  their  embark- 
ation in  the  transports  that  had  been  collected-  for  the 
purpose,  at  the  mouth  of  a  creek  near  the  lake  of 
Bremen;  and  the  entire  fleet,  with  the  convoy,  con- 
sisted of  above  two  hundred  sail.  On  the  24th,  the 
vessels  had  all  cleared  the  Weser,  soon  after  which 
a  storm  came  on,  and  drove  them  far  to  the  north  of 
their  regular  course.  At  length,  on  the  27th,  they 
came  in  sight  of  the  Northumbrian  hills,  and  the  wea- 
ther moderating,  they  steered  southward  towards  the 
Nore,  but  parted  into  difierent  divisions,  one  going 
into  Harwich,  another  up  the  Thames,  and  a  third 
down  channel  to  Portsmouth,  where  they  all  arrived 
in  safety. 

It  is  some  satisfaction,  in  relating  this  melancholy 
story,  to  be  able  to  state,  that  the  ingratitude  of  the 
Dmdi  to  their  defenders,  and  treachery  to  their  own 
jOTemment,  did  not  long  go  unrequited. 

b  order,  therefore,  to  complete  this  sketch  of  one  of 
fte  most  important  events  of  modem  history,  it  may 
kr  proper  to  narrate  the  proceedings  which  took  place 
ua  tike  United  Provinces,  upon  their  invasion  by  the 


As  MOD  as  the  stadtholdor  and  bis  family  had  re- 
lo  sMk  an  asylum  in  England,  a  French  officer, 
ktlcffs  fipom  General  Pichegru,  entered  Amster- 
lepaiied  to  the  house  of  the  burgomaster, 
evening  a  multitude  of  the    inhabitants 
streets,  with  the  tricoloured  cockade  in 
singing  revolutionary  songs.    On  the 
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iCbllowing  moroiiig  a  detachment  of  hussars ,  posted 
^hemsdves  before  the  stadthouse,  where  the  tree  of 
lib^ctjr  was  planted  with  great  pomp,  and  the  govem- 
^ment  of  the  city  conferred  on  a  violent  republican 
^named  Krayenhoff,  while  De  Winter,  then  a  general 
in  the  French  service,  took  the  command  of  the  fleet. 

On  the  SOth  of  January,  Picbegru  made  his  public 
entry  into  Amsterdam,  and,  at  the  same  time,  divisions 
of  his  army  occupied  Dordt,  Rotterdam,  the  Hague, 
and  Helvoetsluys ;  and  to  complete  the  wonders  of 
this  revolution,  a  body  of  horse,  supported  by  de- 
tachments of  artillery,  advanced  along  the  ice,  and 
forced  a  squadron  of  ships  of  war,  then  frozen  up  in 
the  Zuyder  Zee,  between  West  Friesland  and  the 
island  of  Texel,  to  surrender.  At  Haerlem,  the  bur-' 
gomaster,  Vermeulen,  was  compelled  to  sign  an  order 
to  the  governor  not  to  oppose  the  will  of  the  people ; 
or,  in  plain  English,  to  remain  passive  while  the  mob 
enjoyed  tbeir  privileges  of  misrule  and  anarchy.  This 
was  followed  by  a  proclamation  written  by  General 
Daendels,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  revolution  of  1787, 
wherein  he  called  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Provinces  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  tyranny  under 
which  they  had  but  too  long  languished.  The  tree  of 
liberty  was  then  planted  in  the  great  s(][uare ;  and  a 
pastor  named  Hovens,  having  mounted  the  pulpit  in 
the  great  church,  delivered  to  the  people  an  harangue 
on  the  necessity  of  forming  a  new  social  compact, 
founded  opoii  the  solid  basis  of  Liberty,  Equality, 
and  Fraternity. 

As  the  people  had  tcdcen  into  their  heads,  that  the 
change  which  was  now  wrought  would  be  attended 
with  a  bappy  release  from  all  public  burdens,  their 
new  rulers  were  careful  to  undeceive  them  by  issuing 
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tbe  following  notification  at  Amsterdam  : — "  Some 
inhabitants  of  this  town,  entertaining  an  opinion  that, 
bf  virtue  of  the  fortunate  revolntion  we  haTe  expe- 
lieu^d,  no  further  taxes  are  to  be  paid,  and  no  more 
mqairies  made  into  the  exaction  of  duties  and  con- 
tributions ;  the  representatives  hereby  declare  that  all 
the  citizens  remain  obliged,  in  the  same  manner  as 
before,  to  pay  the  taxes  and  charges  imposed  by  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  country." 

In.  pursuance  of  this  decree,  the  following  demand 
was  made,  as  the  first  payment  for  the  blessing  of 
Frrach  fraternization. 

"The  representatives  of  the  people  belonging  to  the 
armies  of  the  North,  of  the  Sambre,  and  of  the  Meuse, 
taking  into  consideration  tbe  .wants  of  the  army  of  the 
republic,  and  the  necessity  of  fnmishing  it  with  the 
objects  of  subsistence,  supplies  of  provision,  and 
dothiug,  of  which  it  has  occasion,  in  the  countries 
where  it  is  established,  wishing  to  avoid  the  means 
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demand,  and  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent 
their  fellow-citixens  ftom  being  troubled  with  the  forms 
of  a  requisition^  always  perplexing  to  the  inhabitants ; 
and  that  tiiey  will  use  every  exertion  to  complete  their 
contingent.  They  hope,  that  the  slow  form  of  ordi- 
nary administration,  and  the  doabts  of  the  competency 
of  their  authority,  which  may  put  some  stoppage  to 
this  operation,  will  be  carefolly  set  aside.  They  have 
a  right  to  flatter  themselves,  that  all  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  all  the  constituted  authorities, 
will  use  ibe  same  sseal  to  second  their  views  and  ami- 
cable intentions.  Every  necessary  measure  shall  be 
taken  to  settle  for  the  payment  of  the  above  articles." 

The  concluding  declaration  was  nothing  more  than 
a  vague  promise  that  the  Dutch  might  receive,  one 
time  or  other,  French  assignats  for  the  substantial 
articles  furnished  to  their  new  friends,  who  very  ho- 
nestly told  them,  that  unless  the  demand  was  complied 
with,  an  indiscriminate  visitation  of  the  inhabitants 
would  be  had  recourse  to,  for  the  raising  of  the  neces- 
sary supplies.  Upon  the  same  principle,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  French  soldiers  should  be  quartered  in  private, 
and  by  no  means  in  public  houses. 

A  proclamation  was  likewise  issued,  commanding 
all  the  people  of  the  United  Provinces,  Dutch'Brabant, 
and  Flanders,  to  deliver  whatever  cattle  might  be 
demanded  by  the  invaders:  and  further,  the  council 
of  state  was  directed  to  return,  within  eight  days,  exact 
statements  of  the  treasures  of  the  several  cities  and 
towns  of  the  Union.  This  proclamation  was  followed 
by  another,  decreeing  that  all  shopkeepers  and  re- 
tailers should  be  obliged  to  receive  assignats  in  pay- 
ment for  their  commodities,  at  the  rate  of  nine  sous  for 
a  livre,  from  French  soldiers,  and  other  individuals 
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<anployed  in  tbe  anny ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  prevcat- 
inf  &lse  declaratioDs  being  made  by  dealers  of  ibe 
soiiu  thos  received,  they  were  required  every  week  to 
fire  in  lists  of  tbe  same ;  for  whidi  tbey  were  to  obtain 
a^DOwledgmentB  in  writing,  or  rather  aasignata,  nnder 
another  form,  and  of  equal  value.  In  order  also  to 
secure  all  the  coin  and  bnllioa  in  the  country,  the 
exportation  of  any  money,  gold  or  silver,  was  prohi- 
bited under  pain  of  death. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  rercdutionary  States- 
general,  was  to  send  despatches  to  the  several  Dutch 
consols  in  the  Baltic,  Mediterraneaii,  and  other  places, 
directing  them  to  warn  the  captains  of  all  ships  bdoag- 
ing  to  tbe  Umted  Provinces  against  entering  any  British 
ports.  Orders  were  also  sent  to  the  conmandeix  vt 
men-of-war  and  Indiamen,  then  in  England,  to  retimi 
home  withont  delay.  Meanwhile,  however,  the  BiitiA 
government  was  on  the  aicxt,  by  taying  an  anbaz|^ 
on  all  Dutch  vessels,  among  which  were  some  of  con^ 
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Trb  feTerses  of  tbrtune  jexperienced  by  the  Duke  of 
Tork  in  no  degree  lessened  his  reputation,  either,  for 
valour,  judgment,  or  humanity.    On  the  eontrary,  his 
military  talents  were  universally  confessed  by  veie^ 
ratts  in  the  art  of  war ;  wbOe  the  goodness  of  his  hoMrt 
endeared  him  to  all.  who  served  under  hiSsCommaaMl. 
His  bravery  in  battle  was  admired  by  the  enemy,  and 
had  a  most  ammating  efiEsct  upon  his  troops.  '  The 
afl^r  at  Turcoing  would  have  been  still  more  disas- 
trous than  it  was,  had  the  Duke  lost  his  presence  of 
mind.    But,  by  maintaining  his  courage  and  coolness 
amidst  the  dangers  which .  gathered  around  him,  he 
cut  his  way  through  the  hostile  ranks  of  infantry, 
and,  plunging  his  horse  into  the  river,  effected  his 
escape  to  the  German  entrenchments.     His  arrange- 
ments were  generally  allowed  to  be  highly  judicious ; 
and  he  evinced  uncommon  skill,  intrepidity,  and  stea- 
diness in  that  most  difficult  and  painful  duty,  the 
conducting  (tf  a  retreat,  which,  whenever  it  became 
indispensably  necessary,  was  always  managed  with 
a  regularity  and  firmness,  that  the  foe,  though  ardent 
and  numerous,  invariably  preserved  a  respectful  dis- 
tance. 

2p 
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The  circnmstancea  uoder  which  the  Duke  was 
phiced  were  of  a  nature  altogether  peculiar  and  nn- 
piecedented;  so  that  neither  the  most  coDsummate 
ability  in  a  general,  nor  inflexible  rcBolution  in  his 
soldiers,  could  have  insured  success.  The  plan  of  the 
allies  was  radically  defective  at  the  outset,  for,  instead 
Qf  coDcentratiug  their  forces,  and  bearing  upon  France 
with  their  combined  power,  they  insulated  their  means, 
and  in  consequence  were  defeated  in  detail.  At  the  very 
opening  of  the  campaign,  the  Duke  of  York  foresaw  the 
result,  and  protested  against  a  system  of  operations,  in 
which  he  was  relactantly  obliged  to  take  an  active  and 
rwpoBsible  part  Independent  of  this,  a  spirit  of  jea- 
lousy and  selfishness  shed  its  malign  influence  over  the 
allied  pouns^,  sg  that  while  they  had  a  desperate 
and  united  enemy  to  contemd  with,  the  Austrians  and 
Prussians,  forgetful  of  theii  true  interest,  were  divided 
in  principle.  The  latter  power,  thongh  the  first  to 
4Bter  into  the  war,  soon  gave  indications  of  retrocea- 
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It  is  certain^  however,  that  the  Austrian  cottoGils 
were  onTdoped  m  a  mist  of  doubt;  and  that  there 
was  notbiog  dieeided  in  the  measures  adopted  for  the 
prosecutioii  of  tiie  war.  Hie  consequence  of  all  this 
wm;  «•  might  be  expected,  a  want  of  cordiality  be- 
tween the  respeetrre  armies,  which  coldness  gave  rise 
to  miieb  'iiigrf  reflection,  and  many  complaints  on 
both  sides.  The  dissatisfaction  of  the  British  troops 
was  londBy  expressed,  and  that  with  reason;  for  oil 
setr^rol  occasions  they  found  themselves  exposed  to 
the  fury  of  the  republicans,  without  receiving  any  sup- 
port whatever  from  the  Imperialists. 

The  action  at  Tnrcoing,  for  which  it  was  difficult  to 
asngn  any  military  reason,  appeared  so  like  a  preme- 
ditated intention  to  sacrifice  the  Duke  of  York  and  his 
army,  that  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  keep  the  discon- 
tent of  the  troops  from  breaking  out  into  open  rupture. 
Though  his  royal  highness  had  himself  sufficient  cause 
to  be  displeased  vrith  the  conduct  of  the  Austrians, 
yet  feeling  the  vast  weight  of  the  charge  that  was 
laid  upon  him,  and  fully  aware  of  the  ruinous  efiects 
that  must  inevitably  be  the  result  of  any  public  dis- 
sossion  among  the  leaders  of  the  combined  armies, 
he  wisely  suppressed  his  resentment,  and  endeavoured 
to  advance  the  common  interest  by  a  spirit  of  conci- 
liation, when  he  found  that  his  advice  was  disre- 
garded. The  generosity  of  this  condescension  made 
a  strong  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  Austrian 
oosunanders ;  and  though  they  were  not  at  liberty  to 
deviate  from  the  orders  of  the  military  council  which 
directed  all  their  operations,  they  readily  acknow* 
ledged  the  soundness  of  the  advice  which  they  could 
not  follow,  and  to  admire  the  fortitude  of  the  illus- 
trious personage  from  whom  it  came.    Had  the  arch- 
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diike  Charles  been  then  at  the  head  of  the  Impeiial 
forces  in '  Flanders,  with  a  perfect  freedom  -  to  act 
'  according  to  circumstances,  and  to  the  beit  of  Ms 
jodgraent,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  affairs 
wobid  have  taken  a  very  different  turn,  notwithstand- 
ing the  tergiversation  of  the  Pmssian  monarch. 

Such,  we  happen  to  know,  was  the  mataicd  opinion 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  who  was  compelled  (o  yield  to 
measures  which  his  vigorous  mind  disapproved,  and 
to  act  with  men  who,  whatever  might  be  their  pro- 
fession^ merit,  were  attached  to  a  system,  the  rules 
of  which  were  set  at  defiance,  and  overturned  every 
moment,  by  undisciplined  armies  and  uneducated  gene- 
rals. Hence,  by  the  mere  force  of  numbers,  the  im- 
pulse of  enthusiasm,  and  an  utter  disregard  of  human 
life,  the  French  repnblicuns,  after  recovering  from 
their  Jirst  alarm,  wore  soon  enabled  to  repel  the 
attacks  of  the  well-trained  and  organized  hosts  of 
veterans  that  assembled  on  their  frontiers. 
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viaoes;  tbe  bishoprics  of  laege.  Worms,  and  Spire; 
the  eleetoraies  of  Treves,  Cologne,  and  Mentz;  the 
PahUinate ;  and  the  duchies  of  Deux  Fonts,  Juliers, 
and  GleTes, — were  all  subjugated  in  the  north :  while 
Savoy  and  the  principality  of  Nice  and  Monaco  ac- 
knowledged the  republican  government  in  the  south. 
The  entile  population  of  these  countries  was  estimated 
at  thirteen  millions ;  which,  added  to  the  twenty-four 
millions  contained  in  France,  gave  the  republic  an 
aggregate  number  of  thirty-seven  millions  of  subjects. 
All  these  achievements  were  accomplished  within  less 
than  a  year  and  a  half;  during  which  period  the 
French  armies  had  gained  twenty-seven  general  bat- 
tles, been  victorious  in  no  less  than  one  hundred  and 
seven  inferior  actions,  and  had  besides  taken  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  strong  cities  and  fortified  places. 
These  successes,  it  was  observed,  were  obtained  against 
the  best  disciplined  armies  in  Europe,  who  were  elated 
with  their  past  triumphs  over  warlike  enemies,  and 
commanded  by  generals  of  consummate  experience 
and  brilliant  reputation;  while  the  forces  of  the  re- 
public, at  the  commencement  of  the  contest,  consisted 
of  officers  and  soldiers  few  of  whom  had  seen  service, 
and  commanded  by  generals  hitherto  without  renown. 

However  lofty  this  boast  might  be,  the  truth  of  it 
could  not  bo  well  denied,  when  the  history  of  the 
campaign  was  impartially  reviewed.  Under  these 
circumstances  the  dissolution  of  the  coalition,  by  the 
secession  of  some  of  the  minor  states,  was  not  a  matter 
to  excite  surprise ;  but  after  making  every  allowance 
for  the  departure  of  Spain,  Tuscany,  and  Hesse-Cassel, 
from  the  alliance^  nothing  could  be  said  to  justify  the 
King  of  Prussia  in  pocketing  the  subsidies  of  Eng- 
landy  while  he  was  at  the  same  time  carrying  on  a 
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secret  aegotiKtion  with  the  ConveittioD.  The  Iad- 
goage  of  this  potentate,  in  the  raanifeiito  vrJuch  ba 
pablUhed  to  justify  hia  conduct  in  coacluding  a  Sepa- 
rate peace,  may  be  held  np  as  one  of  the  .finest  spe- 
cimens of  political  sophistry  ever  woven,  to  nwJu 
treachery  a  virtue  of  necessity. 

In  this  appeal  the  monarch  says,  "  After  three 
bloody  campaigns,  fertile  in  death  and  desertion,  i« 
not  saffering  humanity  brought  sufficiently  low?  Hi* 
majesty  cannot  wholly  sacrifice  himself,  and  leave  hU 
dominions  entirely  a  prey  to  destruction,  for  the  sake 
of  pEurticipating  in  the  future  experiment  of  a  war,  the 
result  of  which,  if  it  were  even  as  favourable  as  pos> 
sibic,  would  still  be  inferior  to  a  present  negotiation 
for  peace.  All  considerations  of  foreign  and  domestic 
relations,  as  likewise  the  sacred  duties  which  bis 
mi^esty  owes  to  the  prosperity  of  his  provinces,  to 
his  subjects  longing  for  peace  and  tranquillity,  and 
to  the  happiness  of  his  own  royal  bosom,  summon 
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rafiered  less  than  the  other  members  of  the  confe- 
deraejy.fbr  Anstria  was  stripped  of  some  of  its  most 
valsable  appendages,  and  had  lost  an  incalcniable 
nmid>er  of  lires.    England,  faideed,  had  not  been  de- 
iniTed  of  any  of  her  territories,  but  she  bad  incurred 
heaTy  expenses  for  the  prosecution  of  a  war,  of  which 
the  eabittot  of  Berlm  was  not  only  the  principal  insti- 
gator, but  had  derived  from  it  pecuniary  advantage. 
Jfotwithstanding  all  this,  neither  the  disasters  of  the 
oanpaign,  nor  the  defection  of  some  of  the  allies, 
dispirited  the  British  government;  and  although  the 
King,  as  elector  of  Hanover,  was  under  the  neceissity 
of  acceding  to  the  treaty  of  peace   concluded   by 
Prussia,   yet,  in  his  regal  capacity,  he  maintained 
an  inflexible  resolution   of  prosecuting  the  contest. 
At  the  opening  of  the  session  of  parliament,  there- 
fore, his  Majesty  observed,  ''That  the  efforts  made 
by  our  enemies,  and  to  which  alone  their  successes 
were  owing,  bad  produced  among  themselves  the  per- 
nieioas  effects  that  might  have  been  expected ;  and 
that  every  thing  which  had  passed  in  the  interior  of 
the  country  evinced  the  progressive  and  rapid  decay 
of  tbcir  resources,  and  the  instability  of  every,  part 
of  that  violent  and  unnatural  system,  which  would 
prove  both  ruinous  to  France,  and  incompatible  with 
the  tranquillity  of  other  nations.'' 

The  debates  which  ensued  were  rendered  remarkable 
by  the  vacillation  of  some  of  those  members  of  the 
house  of  commons,  who  had  hitfierto  been  among  the 
most  strenuous  supporters  of  administration.  On  the 
motion  for  an  address,  Mr.  Wilberforce  proposed  an 
amendment  in  favour  of  an  immediate  negociation  for 
peaoe.  In  advocating  this  measure,  the  honourable 
meflriier  observed,  that  the  confederacy  against  France 
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wiM  now  dissolved,  and  that  her  internal  disorders  were 
appeased ;  how  then  was  it  possible  to  conquer  a  people 
irtio  had  resisted  with  such  snccess  the  ct»ibined 
fotces  of  Europe,  even  amidst  the  distractfoD  of  in- 
Borrections?  The  retrospect  of  our  affairs  (he  said) 
was  bad,  but  the  prospect  before  us  was  still  worse ; 
for,  like  the  waves  of  the  ocean,  the  armiesof  France 
seemed  rapidly  to  overthrow  every  thing  tbatstood  in 
tbeir  wBy.  Mr.  Wilberforce  added,  that,  He  was 
wdl  aware  of  the  impossibility  of  forcing  agovemment 
npon  France,  when  that  conntry  was  united  in  opinion 
and  in  act ;  and  he  scropled  not  to  say,  that  thoagb  a 
friend  to  monarchy,  he  did  not  conceive  a  monarchy 
to  be  the  fittest  form  of  government  for  France  in  its 
present  circumstances,  when  the  current  of  prejudice 
set  BO  stron^y  against  it.  —  Hiis  speech,  and  the 
motion  to  which  it  was  the  prelnde,  astonished  the 
minister,  particDiarly  as -he  had  never  tmoe  made  any 
declaration  against  condoding  a  peace  with  the  repab- 
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wbo  bftd  1)6611  made  a  fuU  general  on  the  12th  of  April 
1763,  was,  on  the  18th  of  February  1795,  constitoted 
Field*-marshal  and  Commander-in^hief  of  all  the  Bm 
tiflh  forces^  Jeffery  Iiord  Amhenst,  the .  predecessor .  of 
tiie  Duke  of  York,  was,  at  the  time  of  l^s  resignation^ 
near  fouKSCore  years  of  age,  and  totally  incapacitated 
for  a  sUuittion  which  required  uncommon  exertion^  and 
a  mind,  free  from  all  professional  partialities.  JUurd 
Amherst  was  an"  intrepid  soldier,  and  an  exceUent 
gm^ral  of  the  old  #ehool,  but  his  achievements,  were 
chiefly  confined,  to  North  America ;  where,  though  he 
enlarged  our  c<donial  possessions,  by  wresting  from 
France  soYeral  yalnable  fortresses,  he  fought  no  regUK' 
lar  battfe,  because  the  enemy  neyer  brought  into  the 
field  any  army  of  magnitude  in  those  regions.  Such, 
however,  was  the  reputation  acquired  by  General 
Amherst,  in  America,  that  when  the. revolutionary. wa; 
broke  out,  he  was  c<msidered  as  the  fittest  mai^  in  the 
service  to  hold  the  high  situation  of  conunander-in- 
chief.  Yet  the  result  did  not  justify  the  confidence 
that  was  placed  in  his  judgment;  for  to  whatever 
cause  it  might  be  owing,  never  was  a  military  system 
worse  planned  or  worse  conducted  than  the  one  which 
was  uniformly  pursued  throughout  the  whole  of  that 
unfortunate  contest. 

Here  was  a  lesson  from  which  some  practical  results 
might  have  been  expected,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
British  army.  But  no  such  beneficial  change  took  place 
in  the  organization  of  this  complicated  and  important 
machine.  Every  thing  at  the  peace  was  suffered  to 
remain  in  each  department  exactly  as  it  had  stood  years 
before :  though  the  test  of  the  American  war  proved 
the  necessity  of  simplifjring  operations  and  correcting 
abuses.  When  the  Duk^  of  York  landed  in  Hdland,  in 
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ttitk  'to  op6B  die  campaign  in  ■  FlandfRS,  he  had  aont 
teeauim  to  huntnt  the  detottDnted  state  of  the  amy 
ttttt  wtrB  phuwdtuHler  hii  directioD.  TheToloarof  lh« 
boopi,  indeed,  inkpind  cobfidence;  bolthMi^  their 
-  ph7lticatitrei^:tb,patiene«offktigne,aBddaiintleiai«M 
tit  apirit,  wairmnted  fnll  asraraace  that  in  the  heat  of 
battle  they  vmM  not  flinch,  y«t  HnaethiBjf  was  obvi- 
buly  wantinf^  to  render  these  high  qaaHtios  iai^nclblg, 
mbm  opposed  to  Aemics  of  a  ne#  and  fomidablo 
ducriptioD.  This  wonld  hare  bean  no  eaAytaskeven 
fa  a  tiiM  of  peace,  bat  in  the  face  of  an  active  and 
peverAil  foa  It  becdtte  pecoliarly  dlflActtlt.  By  perac' 
wranee,  howeTcr,  bis  rojtAI  highneRS'  meceeded,  and 
he  eoji^ed  tbeaatiifhictiarn  of  seeing  Us  troopsin  sOeh 
A  tondition  a»  gare  tii«m>  fal  many  mtptetB,  a  degiee 
!a£  disUnotiDn  OT«r  tho  bbatfttod  vetettmli  tit  tfie  oonti- 
ncait(  and  when  at  los^-by  the  alntotkoali  ooarse  of 
•Stents,  which  no  akffl  te  vidMa  «M!tA  rasiM,  (b«y 
win  -onder  the  netiiwitj'  of  qoittftig  the  comtriei 
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difficult  to  detefi«li»e  where  the  saiutiury  work  should 
\)e^n.  £Til8  of  ^xtraordiaary  magnitude  called  for 
immediate  correetion;  and  aumeroas  defici^M^les^  of 
ewential  moment  to  the  orgaiw^tion  af  un  tSMmi 
eetftbUakmeQt,  were  to  be  auppUed.  B«t  lunjd^t  the 
many  excreflceMcieB  to  be  reiBa^ed^  ohangea  tx>  be  made» 
9ttd  iegnlalicms  to  be  intvod^oed,  tor  the  imptovement 
ef  a  ajratem  which  was  eonfeasedly  of  vital  import* 
ance  to  the  nation ;  tibe  prominent  disorders  were  in 
tone  lespects  so  oomi^cated,  and  mixed  with  pro^ 
fiessional  merit  and  personal  inflnmice,  that  peculiar 
caution  was  reqniredy  to  avoid  inflicting  private  injury 
while  endeavouring  iM>  fnromote  the  public  good*  ^The 
King,  who,  «ver  Binc#  his  aocessioh,  had  paid  pariicu5> 
lar  attention  to  the  constitutioii  and  managemeiit  of  the 
army,  saw  and  lamented  the  corruptions  whicli  pre^ 
vailed ;  but  as  he  was  unable  to  overcome  the  invete* 
rate  prejudices  and  habitual  indolence  of  the  persoiM 
in  whom  he  was  obliged  to  ccmfide,  few  and  trifling 
w^o  the  alterations  introduced  for  (he  good  of  the 
service,  till  the  appointment  of  the  Duke  of  York  to 
the  station  of  field-marshal  and  commandeT'in-chief 
ef  the  forces,  presented  a  fair  opportunity  for  ooim* 
mencing  and  perfecting  the  necessary  renovation.  His 
Majesty,  however,  was  too  pnident  a  man  to  recomr 
mend  any  sudden  innovations  of  great  magmtude ;  imt 
such  as  from  their  novelty  might  cveate  alarm  and 
jealousy  in  the  army  and  die  nation.  It  was  his  opir 
nion,  grounded  on  experience,  liMt  the  important  work 
of  reorganizing  such  a  complicated  machine,  made  up  of 
diflerent  elements,  should  be  carried  on  progressively, 
to  avoid  raising  the  passions  of  the  people  against 
the  operation  of  measures,  the  beneficial  tendency  of 
which  they  could  neither  perceive  nor  understand* 
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,  To  this  ujre  principle,  the  foandatioa  of  all  prac- 
deal  wisdom,  the  Duke  of  York  cordially  acceded; 
iuid  thoB,  "et  Pater  excitat."  he  entered  npoo  tlie 
laborions  charge  of  new-modelling  the  oeconomy  of  the 
aiiny,  In  order  to  meet  the  gi^ntic  power  which  even 
DOW  threatened  the  sabjngation  of  all  Europe. 
.  One  of  the  most  crying  enorcnities  in  the  old  regimen, 
and  which  had  gone  on  withont  redress,  was  that  of 
regulating  military  advancement  solely  by  a  scale  of 
prices.  This  anomaly  in  the  British  army  was  carried 
to  siich  an  excess  of  absurdity,  that  sometimes  boys 
on  the  lower  forms  at  school,  and  even  infants  in  the 
nursery,  were  gazetted  as  lieat.<coIoneIs  of  regiments, 
to  the  detriment  of  veterans  grown  grey  in  the  service 
of  thdr  king  and  country,  and  to  the  palpable  deteriora- 
tion of  the  profession  itself.  As,  however,  the  custom 
of  obtaining  rank  by  pnTchase  could  not  be  got  rid 
of  altogether,  his  royal  highness,  the  new  commander- 
in-chief,  at  the  entrance  upon  his  office,  established  a 
regnlatioD  which  in  smne  degree  checked  the  present 
abuse,  and  laid  the  basis  for  further  imi»ovemenL  This 
rule  was,  that  no  person  should  take  rank,  or  obtain  a 
commission  as  a  fidd-officer,  who  had  not  actually 
jears.  Thus  one  evil  was  cut  up  by  the 
aised  against  it,  since 
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possessed  some  institation  solely  applied  to  the  par- 
pose  of  training  np  yonng  candidates  for  fame,  in  tiie 
service  of  their  country,  England  alone,  as  if  in  proud 
contempt  of  all  such  preparatory  discipline,  remained 
without  any  establishment  of  the  kind.  The  Royal 
Academy  at  Woqlwich  could  hardly  be  said  to  offer  an 
exception ;  for,  being  exclusively  confined  to  the  artillery 
and  engineer  departments,  the  education  there  received 
was  wholly  of  a  scientific  character,  and  that  scarcely 
rising  above  mechanical  operation.  Something,  there* 
fore,  far  beyond  this,  was  wanting,  to  qualify  officers 
for  the  conduct  of  armies  on  a  large  scale,  where  the 
leaders  would  have  to  combat  with  men  trained  to  all 
the  arts  of  war,  whether  of  direct  evolution  or  secret 
stratagem;  and  where,  of  course,  every  thing  would 
depend  on  the  eye  and  the  judgment,  on  quickness  of 
penetration. and  promptitude  of  decision,  to  counteract 
practised  skill,  and  to  overcome  superiority  of  numbers. 
•  Hitherto  young  officers  of  the  English  line,  who 
were  ambitious  of  excelling  in  the  profession  of  arms, 
were  wont  to  spend  some  time  at  one  of  the  high 
military  schools  in  Germany,  of  which  that  of  Bruns* 
"wick  bore  the  greatest  reputation.  Though  several 
-generals  of  renown,  by  having  gone  through  this  course 
of  preparation,  had  stamped  a  sort  of  sanction  upon 
the  custom,  it  was  not  a  practice  that  did  any  honour 
to, the  British  government  or  the  national  character. 
Oil  the  contrary,  it  was  a  reflection  upon  both,  by 
^evincing  a  total  indifference  to  that  mental  dignity, 
without  which  valour  and  strength  are  qualities  of 
little  worth.  Knowing  by  experience  the  value  of  a 
^professional  initiation,  and  convinced  of  the  injury 
which  the  service  sustained  by  the  neglect  paid  to  it 
in  England,  his  royal  highness  bent  his  early  thoughts 
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cli0dy  to  tto  rapply  of  this  ndic«l.  defect,  and  witk 
Mdh  AiMditity  did  he  kbour,  that  hi  bo  long  tjme  he 
had  the  aatb&ctioa  of  aeeliig  a  lailitary  coUiige  foaoded 
wder  the  exp^eea  aaactioii  of  hie  Mi^}eetj»  and  witk 
Urn  Ihll  eoasent  oi  pariiament 

I.  Aft  the  firat  eetahlwhrncat  of  thia  royal  foandation, 
^Iha  feiititation  vas  difided  into  two  departHifints Junior 
iiad  aenior.  '  The  fonner  wa^  meant  fer  the  educatioa 
af  jOBths  between  thirteen  and  fifteen  yeaft  of  age, 
who,  pferioaa  to  admimion,  wete  exanuned  ia  tbo 
mUmmia  of  graounar,  Latin  and  Engliah,  and  the  ele- 
mlaatM  of  aiitfametic.  After  thia,  they  paesed  through 
ti  jpqfidar  conxae  of  instruction  in  all  the  branchee 
aaoBHMny  to  accomplish  them  for  the  military  service* 
Hajriag  gone  through  the  requisite  atudiesj,  and  given 
jpsoafii  af  their  .pn^ienpy,  the  commander-in-chief, 
mha^ahways  attonded  the  examinations  in  person,  took 
aotidaof  the  most  deserving, and  recommended  tiiem 
tK  Jus.  Migesty  for  commissions  in  the  line;  and  so 
lafid  was  the  progisess  of  the  institution,  that  within 
iillhlyadtB  aevmcal  of  the  eady  cadets  were  gaaetted  on 
Bp  otiUef  giund  than  flwir  merit. 
If.-Xha. second  department  was  calculated  entirely  for 
Iha;  benefit  ef  officers  who  had  already  acquired  a 
awiPf't-1;  hnswledge  of  regimental  duties,  but  stood  in 
wjSji  if  .ftgfflmr  'qnalHinations  in  the  higher  branches 
of  ihn  psofessiaa,  and  to  enable  thwi  to  hold  sjtaff 
iSBhptiiiyihflnta;'  She  attention  of  these  adidt  pupils 
x^  tfaeMtaa  paiticidariy  directed  to  tho  fonctions 
of  the  ^Mjtos  masteri  gwieral  in  the  field. 
.:;  Por  this  dass  of  atndents  a  particular  body  of  pror 
iQIfla  wds  drawn  up,  under  the  immediate  direction 
tif'dih  dDlpitittms.  commander-in-chief. 
''.l^BbMMto  inatrocfions  were  not  a  compilation   ftom 


M.-.^ 


mMOIIt  OP  THB  DXTKB  OP  YORK.  811 

lulitary  books,  but  dmply  cooiprised  a  practical  exer* 
dMe,  of  which  the  theory  and  principles  were  strictly 
conformable  to  the  rules  of  war,  tiiougfa  necessarily 
confined  in  the  application  to  the  nature  of  the  country 
where  the  operations  might  take  place.  The  object  of 
these  dttections,  therefore,  was  to  render  a  select  num*^ 
ber  crf'offioers  competent  to  assist  generals  command- 
ing ahnies,  in  the  prompt  execution  of  thdr  ordei^; 
and  to  carry  faito  ^fect,  rarious  and  extensive  details 
relating  to  actual  operations  in  the  field  6f  battle. 

It  must  be  evident,  that  the  success  of  a  plan  de* 
pends  very  much  upon  a  knowledge  of  the  scene  of 
operatiOM.  1£  m  general  is  ignorant  of  the  localities 
wbefe  he  haa  to  aet,  and  is  opposed  by  natural  ob^ 
)9tacles  with  which  he  has  not  been  previously  made 
acquainted,  his  best  schemes  will  be  frustrated.  Tet 
how  03ak  a  commander  who  has  a  large  force  to 
direct,  numerous  duties  to  fidfil,  and  a  vast  space  of 
ground  to  occupy,  beirtdw  the  necessary  time  and 
labotir,  at  a  great  personal  risk,  in  reconnoitiirig 
the  positions  of  the  enemy,  examihing  the  country 
In  his  front  and  upon  lus  flanks,  eveilk  as  far  as 
the  advanced  posts?  That  he  may  do  so  is  adr 
tnittod,  but  in  that  case  every  thing  will  ultunately 
depend  upon  himself;  and  in  order  properly  to  accom- 
plish his  object,  he  must  remain  upon  the  different 
«pots  of  observation  a  saficient  leagtb  of  time  to 
make  a  sketch  of  them  ilpon  paper,  to  the' extent  of 
all  the  roads  in  the  environs  of  his  camp. 

Now,  when  it  is  considered  that  such  an  occupation 
would  unavoidably  interfeM  with  kiss  other  duties,  it 
follows,  that  either  this  part  of  the  service  ought  to 
be  performed  by  a  corps  of  officers  diwcliy  appointed 
for  the  purpose ;  or  else  we  must  suppose  the  possir 
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hOitj  of  making  good  dispositioiui,  and  of  giving  clear 
and  ptedse  orders,  witiioat  any  local  knovledge,  and 
irlOunit  regsird  beuig  kad  to  the  circnmstanoea  of  the 
groand';  which  would  be  ai  absurd  as  to  say-tiiat  an 
'Mmy  of  bUnd  men  stood  the  :beik  chanoe  of  ncccss. 
To  iboM  who  tfandc  that  a  verbal  written  nport^  wonld 
ttiitwer  the  pnrpoee,  it  may  be  replied,  that-  afech  a 
^laftNnent,  without  a  plan  in  drawings  aumoC  cwr 
nctfy  point  ont  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  of 
die'positloii'to  be  occupied;  becanae,  in  that  case,  it 
is  ihe  'subaltern  who  judges  of  the  f^mmA,  and: not 
the  general.  Whaterer-is  committed  to  wrltmg,  neces- 
sarily assumes  8«ne  tincture  of  the  opiniiHi'Df  the 
writer.  A  plan  in  drawidg'  admits  of  no  'ojdliitm;  it 
is  a  mere  representation  of  the  groofid,  tttd  nothing 

'  However  ably  or  conecdy  a  written  report  may  be 
made,  it  win  always  he  more  difficnlt  to  compr^otd 
ihe  general  description,  and  to  combine  the  separate 
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Such  Mras  the  idea  of  practical  science  stiuck  out 
by  the  Duke  of  York,  and  upon  which  the  instmc-^ 
tion  of  the  superior  department  of  the  college  of  High 
Wycombe  was  founded.  Another  branch  consisted  in 
the  choice  of  the  positions  of  batteries  and  entrench-^ 
ments,  by  ^hich  every  part  of  a  camp  may  be  pro- 
tected and  defended,  together  with  the  theory  adapted 
to  all  emergimcies  in  which  field  fortification  can  be 
advantageimsly  employed.  A  thitd  division  of  in* 
struction  applied  to  the  measurement  and  tracing  out 
of  camps,  and  the  attentions  and  precautions  relative 
to  every  part  of  castrametation.  Lastly,  the  young 
officers  in  this  dass  were  taught  the  external  duties 
of  the  camp,  and  those  relative  to  the  marching  of 
armies ;  the  method  of  foraging,  and  of  covering  forage* 
ing  parties,  and  also  of  escorting  convoys ;  the  conduct 
to  be  pursued  by  detachments  charged  with  commis* 
sions  relative  to  war,  as  well  as  with  the  measures  and 
dispositions  to  be  adopted  for  winter  quarters. 

For  admittance  to  the  practical  instructi<m  thus 
afforded  at  Wycombe,  it  was  rendered  indispensable 
that  an  officer  should  have  some  knowledge  of  geo- 
metry and  trigonometry,  and  be  able  to  take  the  plan 
of  a  country;  that  he  should  be  acquainted  with  the 
elementary  principles  of  the  fortification  of  towns> 
and  of  the  war  of  sieges ;  that  he  should  have  acquired 
the  necessary  ideas  of  artillery,  upon  the  throwing  of 
shells,  the  calibre  and  range  of  cannon,  their  weight 
and  that  of  their  carriages^  the  manner  of  serving 
them,  and  the  number  of  men  vequired  by  this  service, 
both  for  the  battery  and  the  field. 

Such  was  the  general  plan  adopted  for  this  branch 
of  studies,  on  the  first  establishment  of  the  Royal 
Military  College  at  High  Wycombe ;  but  the  system 
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■^  nU  jg„  a/temards  oiKlerwont  some  coii- 

u  Mf^"'^*'^[i(ttii.""^  received  scTcral  importanl 

,  ,ii/t*^^  *.  gji  of  which  the  Duke  of  York  took  an 

"     eOBef- 

*'      the  «•"*  attention  to  order,  military  preci;iioii, 
Lgiorem^Dt,  his  rojal  bighiiess  imposed  upon 
'^^Ifibe  ardnous  task  of  revising  the  several  codes 
''^foer^i  regulations    nnd    orders,   that    had   been 
^V^  and  pronmlgated  from  llie  time  of  tlie  prciit 
jf^f  of  Marlborough  down  to  the  Dake  of  Cmiibor- 
tnJ.    Out  of  all  these  complicated  systems,  he  f\- 
fticted  a  more  simple  digest,  with  sucli  new  ordi- 
nances for  the  good  of  the  service,  as  were  rendered 
expedient  by  the  changes  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
condition  of  the  anny  and  the  manners  of  the  times. 

Accordiii!^  to  the  new  establishment,  it  was  ordered, 
that  a  half-yearly  return  should  be  made  of  all  the 
general  and  staff  officers  serving  at  home  or  on  sta- 
tions abroad,  specifying   every  other   alteration   thar 
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was  this  all;  for  the  regulations  d^mmdad  weeki^y 
reports  of  the  condition  of  each  corps ;  and  so  exact 
was  the  Doke  of  York,  that  to  iHrevent  abuse  in  the 
issue  of  forage,  he  gave  out  the  following  special 
injonctions; — 

*'  His  Rojal  Highness  directs  generals  commanding 
districts,  to  order  musters  of  the  horses  in  camp  to  be 
made  weekly  by  the  miyors  of  brigade,  in  preaenoe  of 
the  commanding  officers  of  regiments^  and  the  vesideAt 
officers  of  the  commissariat  department  Tliese  mus- 
ters .are  to  be  made  at  uncertain  times,  and  on  the 
shortest  notice.  His  Royal  Highness  relies  on  the 
general  officers  enforcing  this  order  in  the  strictest 
manner,  and  that  they  will  report  any  deviation  from 
it,  or  any  abuse  which  may  hereafter  occur  in  the 
issue  of  forage,  for  his  Boyal  Uighness's  information/' 

Thus  the  whole  system  in  a  short  space  of  time 
assumed  a  new  and  lively  form ;  of  which,  regularity 
and  economy  constituted  the  distinguishing  charac- 
teristics. All  murmuring  was  silenced  by  the  prac- 
tical b^efits  flowing  from  the  regulations  that  were 
adopted,  in  the  creation  of  an  effective  force,  and  the 
comfort  of  those  who  were  employed,  as  well  privates 
as  officers.  The  pay  of  the  soldiery  was  raised  in  an 
uncommon  degree ;  a  considerable  addition  being  made 
to  that  of  the  subalterns ;  while  the  field-officers  and 
captains  received  their  full  pay,  with  the  exception  of 
a  small  deduction  for  general  purposes. 

An  essential  improvement  was  also  introduced  into 
the  mode  of  keeping  the  military  accounts;  and  the 
whole  commissariat  department,  which  from  time  imme- 
morial had  been  an  infinite  source  of  fraud,  underwent 
a  purgation,  and  though,  in  consequence  of  the  extra- 
ordinary measures  which  the  government  now  had 
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recourse  to,  lor  tho  purpose  of  speedily   riusing 
efficient  force   to   meet   tho  exigencies  of  tlio 
army  agency  becaroe  a  profitable  line  of  buaioess 
abuse:;  to  whicb  it  led  did  not  escape  the  comniant 
ia-cbief,   who  applied   thereto   such   checks   as 
calcalated  at  least  to  keep  the  ser^'ice  from  busI 
any  irreparable  injury. 

In  his  attention  to  the  personal  comforts  of 
soldiery,  the  Duke  was  indefatigable ;  and  it  may  truly 
be  said,  that  to  this  object  almost  all  his  plans  and 
regulations  bad  an  immediate  tendency.  Of  this,  a 
more  striking  and  amiable  instance  could  not  bo 
adduced,  than  the  directions  given  out  by  his  order 
for  the  management  of  military  hospitals.  Tliese  regu- 
lations were  not  of  a  general  and  Indefinite  character, 
but  so  minute  and  specific,  that  the  least  deviation 
from  tlie  system  laid  down,  might  easily  be  delected 
and  exposed. 

To  convey  a  proper  idea  of  the  value  of  this  impoT< 
tant  establishment,   it  will   be  necessary   to  give 
extract  or  two  from  this  valuable  code  ofbeailh.— 

"A  commissioned  medical  officer  is  to  visit 
hospital  at  least  twice  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  His 
visiting  duty  is  to  commence  from  Lady>day  to  Michael- 
mas precisely  at  nine  o'clock,  and  from  Michaelmas 
to  Lady-day  precisely  at  ten  o'clock,  in  the  morning ; 
the  evening  visit  is  to  lie  made  at  eight  o'clock ;  and 
the  utmost  punctuality  is  required  in  (hr  hours  of 
attendance,  from  the  commissioned  officers  and  hospi- 
tal mates :  and  all  the  wards  arc  to  be  purified  every 
day  with  the  fumes  of  nitrous  gas,  fomied  by 
half  an  ounce  of  vitriolic  acid,  and  half  an  onoce 
nitre,  placed  in  a  sand-bi-»|  'ir>''-r  ii,.i  uamt 
direction  of  the  mate. 
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•  "  A  written  report  of  the  state  of  the  hospital  'is  to 
be  made  every  morning;  also  a  monthly  return  of  Hie 
hospital  to  the  military  snperintendant. 

^The  hospital  bedding*,  and  clothes  of  the.sick/nirho 
hare  had  any  infections  fever,  mnst  be  baked  in  an 
oven,  or  steeped  in  ronning  water  for  at  least*  forty- 
eight  hours  previous  to  their  being  thoroughly  washM 
or  scoured. 

''The  straw  from  the  bed  of  a  man  who  dies,  is  to 
be  immediately  burnt,  and  the  place  or  bed  where  he 
lay  to  be  well  washed  with  soap  and  boiling  water.  * 

''  A  retnm  of  the  medicines  that  have  been  received 
the  preceding  half-year,  such  as  have  been  consumed, 
or  sent  to  other  services,  and  what  are  wanted  for  the 
ensuing  six  months,  signed  by  the  resident  mate, 'or 
other  person  in  charge  of  the  same,  and  the  senior 
medical  officer,  accompanied  with  an  affidavit,  that 
none  of  the  stores  have  been,  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief,  converted  to  any  other  use  except 
that  of  the  hospital,  unless  by  an  order  in  writing  from 
the  senior  medical  officer,  is  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
surgeon-general  half-yearly. 

"  By  command  of  his  royal  highness  the  Commander- 
in-chief,  no  medical  officer  is  to  absent  himself  from 
the  hospital,  without  leave  from  the  general  command- 
ing the  district,  obtained  through  the  military  superin^ 
tendant,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  surgeon- 
general. 

''  Every  medical  officer,  doing  duty  in  the  hospital, 
is  to  leave  his  name  and  address  in  writing  with  the 
resident  mate;  and  every  one  going  away  on  leave 
of  absence,  is  to  leave  directions  where  he  may  be 
found. 

"The  medical  officer,  in  charge  of  the  hospital,  is 
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to  take  care  tlmt  separate  ^ranIs  are  aHotted  for  fever 
or  smiiJI-poK  patients ;  and  every  possible  oare  taken, 
by  ventilation  and  cleanliness,  to  prevent  the  oriyiu, 
and  to  check  liie  progress,  of  inl'ection ;  but  if  conta- 
gion should  take  place,  ttie  wards  must  be  tboroughly 
cleaoaed,  ventilated,  and  fumigated  with  nitrous  gas, 
and  the  infected  must  be  instantly  separated  I'roni  the 
more  hciUtUy.  In  the  progress  of  treatment,  liieso 
patients  are  to  be  kept  as  separate  as  possible  from 
each  other,  by  allotting  a  greater  space  to  each  bed 
than  is  usual  for  other  patients ;  and  convalescents 
from  such  fever  being  very  apt  to  relapse,  tbey  ninsl 
not  be  too  soon  discharged,  unless  to  a  convalescent 
hospital. 

"Previous  to  any  patient  bein^  admitted  into  the 
hospital,  he  must  be  washed,  and  made  perfectly  cjenn, 
with  wann  water  and  soup,  have  bis  hair  cut  and 
combed,  and  be  furnished  with  a  well-aired  and  elcHn 
shirt. 

"  A  specific  return  uf  the  patients  iti  to  be  sent  by 
the  !20tli  of  each  month,  to  the  secretary  of  the  army 
medical  board,  under  covej  to  the  secretary  at  war. 
tor  the  information  of  bis  royal  highness  the  ('oni- 
monder-in-chief;  and  a  specific  return  of  cases  is  to 
bo  sent,  under  cover,  at  the  same  time,  to  tlie  surgciin- 
gcn«^a),  stating  particularly  what  operalJonK  have 
been,  or  are  likely  to  bo,  performed. 

"Each  attending  medical  ofEcvr  is  to  keep  a  journal 
of  bis  practice ;  in  which  the  nuuc,  mge,  general  con- 
stitution, disease,  and  trentaicnt  of  his  patieuli,  are 
to  be  regularly  entered  and  fuliy  detailed;  toother 
with  the  day  of  their  admission,  dtscfauri^,  or  death.  '  < 

"An  orderly  hospital  mate  is  to  l>e  on  duty  ^ 
th<^  hour  oT  atlrndnncr  in  tJio  moiailii?^  In  the  i 
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hour  tlic  lolJowino:  morning;  to  visit  the  wanls  fre- 

qnciitly,  and  to  be  constotitly,  during  that  period,  in 

the  iinspital.    This  dnty  is  to  be  peribrmed  in  rotation, 

according  to  seniority.     The  orderly  mate,  coming  off 

duty,  is,  when  relieved,  to  report  to  the  cumtnissioned 

officer  in  charge  of  the  hospital,  who  will  report  to  t]io 

military  snperintendant,  its  present  slate,  with  what~ 

(•ver  alterations  have  happened  daring  the  preceding 

ly,  and  snch  other  remarks  as  may  occur. 

•The  same  officer  is  also  to  attend   to  the  night 

taty;  lit  see  that  every  thing  is  qniet  and   regular; 

[  it'  any  thing  extraordinary  occars,  he  is  to  make 

^report  of  the  same. 

"  The   resident    hospital    mate,   or  medical    store- 

Kper,  is  aot  to  deliver  out  any  medicines  to  patients, 

Iriess  prescribed  for  by  name  in  the  day-book.     He  in 

•  to  see  the  dispensary  locked  alter  tiie  hours  of 

niuess,  and  to  keep  the  key  himself. 

"  When  wine  is  indispensably  necessary,  it  is  to  bo 

iren  03  long  us  the  case  absolutely  requires  it,  but 

I  longer;    and  it  must   be  given   by  the   attending 

(dicai  officer,  unless  previously  mixed  with  medicines 

rf'>od.     Porter,  or  good  beer,  whenever  the  case  will 

tnit  of  it,  is  to  be  given  in  lieu  of  wine. 

"The  purveyor  in  to  make  a  weekly  return  of  the 

state  of  the  hospital  to  the  officer  in  charge  thereof, 

and  to  keep  an  exact  copy  of  the  monthly  state  sent 

to  the  medical  board  and  sorgeon-gcnerul.     He  is  to 

provide  every  patient  with  a  clean  shirt  at  least  twice 

a  week,  clean  paliasses  once  a  month,  and  sheets  every 

Ibnnight,  or  oftener  if  necessary.     He  is  to  report  all 

kinds  of  misbcbaviour,  either  in  the  pHlieiit.t  or  ser- 

z  hospital,  who  will  report  to 

I  military  superintendunt.      Ho  is  also  to  give  a 
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report  lo  the  same  officer  ol'  every  article  ol'  necessaries 
tiirnished  to  the  soldiers,  with  the  tiuie  of  giving  the 
same ;  and  nothing  is  to  be  I'umisheJ  at  (he  expense 
of  the  soldiers  themselves. 

"  A  return  is  to  be  transmitted  to  the  surgeoa-gene- 
ral  half  yearly,  of  purveyors'  stores,  that  have  been 
received  during  the  preceding  six  months  ;  also  of 
sDCb  as  have  been  used  or  sent  to  other  sen'Jces,  »ad  of 
what  may  be  wanting,  signed  by  the  purveyor  and  senior 
medical  officer,  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  from  each, 
that  none  of  the  stores  have  been,  to  the  best  of  thwt 
knowledge  and  belief,  converted  to  any  other  use  than 
that  of  the  hospital,  unless  by  nn  order  in  nriting 
from  the  senior  medical  officer,  or  surgeon-general; 
and  when  any  one,  who  has  tiie  charge  of  public 
stores,  has  leave  of  absence,  or  is  ordered  to  be  re- 
moved, he  is  not  to  quit  his  station  until  regularly 
relieved,  and  his  charge  delivered  over  to  his  sac- 
cessor,  with  tlic  approval  of  the  senior  medical  officer. 

"The  steward  is  to  act  chiefly  under  the  purveyor's 
directions;  to  take  care  that  the  proper  qunntily  nf 
provisions  be  given  out  in  due  time  to  the  cookit  nnd 
iiarses,  and  that  they  are  regularly  served  lo  the 
patients;  to  sec  thai  the  wards  are  kept  clean,  aud 
that  proper  titensils  are  issued  for  the  purpose.  If" 
ut  luiy  time  a  quantity  of  the  breakfast  or  supper  re- 
mains, more  than  can  be  consumed  by  the  patients, 
the  steward  is  to  see  that  it  is  returned  to  the  cooks 
for  future  use,  unless  otherwtae  directed.  It  is  his 
duly  also  to  Gf«  that  the  provisions  are  property 
dressed  and  ser\-ed;  that  tlie  cooks  have  the  bmKk- 
fast  ready  to  be  distributed  to  tlie  patients  at  eight, 
the  dinner  «(  one,  and  the  supprr  at  seven  o'oli 
and  the  kitchen  fires  rxtinguishpd  ai  nine.     Hi 
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report  all  irregularities  to  llif^  liead  ol'  bis  depUrW 
it." 

Ttieae  directions  are  fallowed  by  others,  equally 
minule,  useful,  and  jicrspicuoua,  for  the  conduct  of 
the  ward-master,  matroD,  nuraes,  and  orderly-men. 
>£ach  was  the  feeling  concern  which  the  Duke  of 
k  manifested  towards  tbe  sick  and  infirm  soldiers  : 
did  bis  watchful  care  stop  liere,  for,  in  the  same 
ivo  spirit  of  benevolence,  his  royal  highness,  on  tbe 
ivery  of  a  prophylactic  ag:aiDSt  that  destructive 
;tilence  the  smnll-pox,  immediately  instituted  an 
inquiry  into  the  subject,  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  service. 
After  oonsultinf  Mr.  Keate  the  surgoon-veaeraJ,  Sir 
Lucas  Pepy!i  president  of  the  college  of  physicians, 
and  other  men  of  high  reputation,  the  Dulce  desired 
Dr.  Jcnner  to  go  dowu  to  Colchester,  and  inoculate 
1th  vaccine  matter  snrh  of  the  privates  of  the  85th 
iment  as  had  never  been  infected  with  the  variolous 
rUe  doctor  and  his  nephew  accordingly  went 
thither;  and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  cow-pox 
shewed  itself  in  so  mild  a  manner,  that  scarcely  a  man 
was  off  his  duty  during  tbe  whole  process,  and  yet 
so  etfectually  did  the  inoculation  take  place,  that  un 
exposing  several  of  the  men  to  tbe  small-pox,  not 
on©  of  them  was  affected  by  it.  The  soldiers'  wives 
and  children  were  also  vaccinated  at  the  same  tine, 
and  with  tbe  same  fortunate  result.  The  Duke  of  York, 
upon  this,  became  a  warm  patron  of  the  new  practice; 
which,  under  his  powerful  influence  and  authority, 
was  introduced  into  all  the  branches  of  tbe  military 
establishment  of  Great  Britain  throughout  the  foar 
quarters  of  ibe  world.  At  the  onlset  of  this  discovery, 
VAceiDKtion  met  with  a  zealous  advocate  in  Dr.  George 
R  physician  of  considerable  eminence  io  the 
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tuetropoliu,  aud  priDcipal  medical  officer  uf  Si.  Geor^'s 
Hospital.  This  practitioner  look  so  lively  au  iiiieresi 
in  the  cow-pox,  that  lie  set  on  foot  a  dispensary  for 
the  purpose  of  gratuitous  iaoculatioQ ;  and  of  this 
iaatitution  the  Duke  of  York  very  readily  cMinsented 
to  become  the  patron,  thinking;  that  iii  so  doing  he  was 
contributing;  alike  to  the  cxii^nsion  of  nn  importamt 
discovery  and  the  honour  of  the  author. 

When,  however,  it  appeared  that  the  tuutivc  of 
Or.  Pearson,  in  founding  this  pretended  chanty,  was 
nothing  more  than  to  appropriate  all  the  merit  of  the 
new  practice  to  himself,  aud  that  Dr.  Jenner  was  not 
once  mentioned  in  the  scheme,  his  royal  highness  was 
no  hnrl,  that  he  indignantly  comniandetl  his  naroc  to 
be  withdrawn  from  (he  books,  not  only  as  the  patron, 
but  as  a  subscriber. 

Upon  this,  an  application  was  servilely  made  to 
Dr.  Jenner,  requesting  him  to  occupy  u  place  in  the 
institution;  but  feeling,  as  became  him,  the  indelicftcy 
with  wliich  he  had  been  treated,  be  very  properly 
declined  the  distinction.  Uad  the  doctor  consented 
afterwards  to  become  a  leading  member  of  this  vaccine 
e^stablishment,  the  name  aud  support  of  the  Uuke 
of  York  would  have  been  continued ;  but,  with  a  due 
regird  to  the  principles  of  equity,  his  royal  highiiesu 
refused  to  sanction  u  project,  which,  whatever  niiglii 
be  the  ostensible  plea,  was  tn  rt-ality  founded  in 
palpable  injustice.  To  vucrinatiun  itself,  however, 
lite  Duke  conlinued  n  iitcady  friend,  of  whii^h  lu* 
gave  many  proofs,  particularly  us  preaidi-nl  of  J 
Small-pox  Hospital  iu  the  pAn'sh  of  St.  PaiM 
where  scvomi  rcgulatiotw  were  adopted  at  his  i 
Itwition,  in  order  to  give  a  widur  atMpe  for  tbe  opd 
ttun  of  iho  racent  discovery,  to  aubdu*  prrjudicm, 
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I   \o-  check    the   ravages   of    the   variolous   conta- 


1  sliurt,  no  prarlicaJ  object   tending  to  lessen  the 

s  of  suffering  huiiianity,  was  ever  oHered  to  the  con- 

kmtiuti  of  the   Dnke  of  York,  at  aiiy  jieriod  of  his 

,  witboTil  receiving  the  most  deliberate  attentioa, 

,  it' found  worthy  of  it,  his  liberal  siipiwrt. 

I'o  eniinierate  all  the  charitable  foundatious  which 

k  patronized  wonid  be  necdlesB;  but  Ihone  which,  in 

btnore  especial  manner,  received  his  attention   and 

detection,   were   the   Philanthropic    Society,   in   St. 

George's     Fields,    instituted    for    the    prevention    of 

crimes,  by  the  admission  of  juvenile  culprits  and  the 

^^ildren  of  convicts.     Of  this  laudable  institution,  his 

fyal  highness  became  the  first  patron,  and  by  his  inte- 

ist,  after  it  bmJ  stood  the  teat  of  eighteen  years'  expe- 

»nce,  he  procured  for  it  a  charier  of  incorporation. 

►  With  the  same  regard  to  utility   in  the  exercise  of 

mevolence,  the  Duke  very  readily  gave  the  coante- 

ince  of  his  protection  to  the  plun  nf  "A  Refuge  for 

irsons  discharged  from  Prisons  and  the  Hulks, — an- 

fortunate  and  deserted  Females, — and  others,  who,  from 

loss  of  character,  or  extreme  indigence,  may  be  pre- 

veuted  from  procuring  a  maintenance,  though  willing 

to  work."     This  design  originated  with  the  late  Bcv. 

Mr.  Whitaker  of  Egham,  who.  on  submitting  his  ideas 

to    the    Puke  of  York,  was  encouraged  to  proceed  ; 

and   iilthough   his  ntyal   highness   was   at   that  time 

deeply    immersed    in    puMic   business,   and    actually 

ingaged   in    promoting   the   interests   of  the   Philan- 

iropic   Institute,  he  cheerfully  consented  to  take  Ibe 

I  in  founding  this  kindred  establishment. 

Thus,  a  multiplicity  of  business,  intinitely  exceeding 

Miever  had  formerly  occupied  the  lime  and  altoa- 
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tion  of  ft  conunander-in-chief,  only  served  to  quickea 
the  energies  of  the  Dnke  ol'  York ;  and  to  render  him 
active  io  devising  or  promoting  means  for  the  amelio- 
ration of  Imman  distress,  the  removal  of  natural  eviU, 
and  the  moral  improvement  of  tlie  loner  classes  of 
society. 

It  is  to  men  of  industrious  habits  alone,  that  the 
world  is  indehtod  for  designs  and  establishmenls  which 
have  pi'oved  beneficial  to  society.  Characters  constt* 
tutionally  fond  of  ease,  and  averse  lo  employment, 
however  distinguished  by  splendour  of  genius  or  depth 
of  learning,  are  seldom  entitled  by  their  active  Tirtues 
to  rank  among  the  benefactors  of  raaokiud. 

In  tracing  the  history  of  charitable  foundations  and 
■nstitntions  of  practical  good,  it  will  bv  found  that 
most  of  them  owe  their  origin  to  persons  who  have 
been  much  engaged  in  public  cmploymeuts,  or  been 
occupied  in  extensive  business,  but  who  neither  set 
up  any  pretensions  to  extraordinary  patriotism  nor 
brilliancy  of  talent.  The  truUi  is,  that  he  who  makes 
a  pleasure  of  his  duty,  will  turn  all  the  opportunities 
that  occur  witjiiu  his  observation  to  a  useful  purpose; 
and  if  he  has  any  tilierality  of  sentiment,  he  will  endea- 
vour to  he  serviceable,  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
objects  which  come  under  his  immediate  inspection, 
and  for  whose  interests  he  feels  a  lively  conr-em.  Sudi 
was  tlio  Duke  of  York  at  the  important  period  when 
lie  assumed  the  direction  of  tlir  military  e«titbh»ltnient ; 
and  yet,  though  bis  avocations  were  heavy  and  multi- 
farious, his  habitual  regularity,  diligence,  and  wish  to 
do  good,  made  him  always  lend  a  ^villinit  ear  lo  sug- 
gestions calculated  for  gcurral  advantagQ,  a»  weU  m 
tar  lite  parliculnr  improveuieot  of  tile  MrviM  comio 
to  liis.  cafe. 
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^  Among  oilier  things  to  wliicli  tbe  active  mind  of  his 

(Oyal  highness  was  directed  at  tlie  very  commeDce- 

'  ment  of  his  official  course,  a  favourite  one  had  the 

benelit  of  the  married  soldiers  for  its  object.     Two 

iBStitutioDs  were  the  consequence  of  this  feeling ;  one,  a 

Jf  I,ying-in  Charity  for  the  Wives  of  Soldiers  belonging 

I  the  rejfiments  of  Foot  Guards  ;"  and  the  other,  "  An 

Myluni  for  rearing  up  and  educating  One  Thousand 

^ctren,  the  legal  oflspring  of  British  soldier!!."    The 

pport  of  the  first,  of  which   the  Duchess  of  York 

Knme  the  patroness,  was  derived  solely  Irom  volun- 

tary  subscriptions ;  but  for  the  latter  a  parliamentary 

[ant  was  obtained,  which  still  continues  to  be  voted 

larly  among  the  estimates  for  the  expenditure  of  the 


t  Wliile   thus   labouring  to   promote   the  moral   and 
^tellectuaJ  culture  of  the  rising  generation,  his  royal 
igltness  did   not  neglect  the   religious   improvemeut 
the    soldiers.      The   important   oflice   of   military 
;aplain  was  taken  into  consideration,  aud  a  parti- 
plar  establishment  instituted,  for  the  purpose  of  exa- 
ing  and  appoiuting  clergymen  to  that  situation. 
►  So  careful,  however,  was  the  Duke  not  to  interfere 
vith    the   religious    principles   of  the   soldiers,   that, 
'though  all  were  required  to  attend  divine  service,  the 
rights  of  conscience  were  duly  respected,  in  allowing 
the  men  full  liberty  to  worship  God  according  to  the 
form   in   which    they   had    been    bred.     Of  this,   the 
following  is  an  instance- 
When  the  l-)th  regiment  wa^  quartered  in  the  city 
York,   tJie  greater  part  of  the  men  being  Roman 
^tholics,  Mr.  Raynient,  the  otticiatiiig  priest  at  the 
Uipel  in  Little  Blake-street,  waiUd  on  tbe  colonel, 
I  leqaeat  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  attend  chapd 


MBMOIR  OP  THB  DUKB  OF  YORK.      387 

tion  of  the  British  army  would  have  imitated  the 
example^  of  the  aeameu ;  the  conseqaences  of  which 
must  have  beea  humiliating  and  destructive  to  the 
government  and  the  nation. 

Scarcely  had  this  storm  passed  away,  when  another 
arose,  equally  alarming,  in  Ireland,  where  the  spirit 
of  sedition,  and  emissaries  of  rebellion,  had  been  long 
secretly  practising  all  the  arts  of  delusion,  to  excite 
the  people  to  civil  war. 

The  gloomy  state  of  affairs  in  England,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  effectual  assistance  from  France,  at  length 
emboldened  the  revolutionary  party  to  organise  their 
means,  and  to  prepare  for  actual  hostilities.  They  first 
began,  however,  with  the  practice  of  seducing  the 
King's  troops,  and  with  such  success,  that  in  the 
space  of  a  month,  four  of  the  Monaghan,  two  of  the 
Wexford,  two  of  the  Slildare,  and  as  many  of  the 
Louth  militia,  were  detected  and  shot  for  treasonable 
practices. 

In  the  line,  however,  no  corruption  took  place,  not- 
withstanding which,  the  insurgents  had  a  strong  confi- 
dence in  their  own  numerical  strength ;  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  lowest  account,  amounted,  in  the  provinces 
of  Ulster,  Leinster,  and  Munster  alone,  to  two  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  men.  That  this  estimate  was 
correct,  may  be  inferred  from  the  quantity  of  arms 
seized  at  this  time  by  the  general  officer^  in  Leinster 
and  Ulster  only;  consisting  of  about  fifty  thousand 
guns,  two  thousand  bayonets,  five  thousand  pistols, 
as  many  swords,  two  hundred  and  fifty  blunderbusses, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  musket  barrels,  one  hundred 
sword  blades,  twenty-two  pieces  of  ordnance,  and 
above  seventy  thousand  pikes.  About  the  same  time, 
9ome  thousands  of  pikes  were  taken  in  other  parts ; 
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This  U  uot  the  place  to  enter  into  the  pftrticulars 
of  so  painfiiJ  a  history  as  that  of  the  Irish  rebellion ; 
uor  would  the  subject  have  beea  introduced  here  at 
all,  had  it  not  afforded  a  striking  proof  of  the  benefits 
produced  by  the  administration  of  the  Duke  of  York. 
No  small  portion  of  the  nulitary  setviee  wiu  made  up 
of  the  natives  of  Ireland,  many  of  whom,  it  may  well 
be  supposed,  were  warmly  attached  to  iheir  pnreutul 
soil,  and  to  the  reUgion  in  which  they  were  bred.  But 
when  the  demagogues  of  rebellion  called  upon  these  sol- 
diers to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  U)c 
men,  sensible  that  tlie  charges  alleged  against  the  govern- 
ment were  false,  continued  unmoved  by  the  language 
of  temptation,  even  though  it  was  armed  with  priestly 
authority.  It  required,  indeed,  no  remarkable  sagacity 
to  discover  that  the  professions  held  out  by  the  insti- 
gators of  rebellion  were  mere  contrivances,  to  cover 
purposes  which  the  incendiaries  did  not  dare  openly 
to  avow.  The  truth  of  this  was  made  manifest  at  the 
termination  of  the  disturbance,  in  the  confessions  of 
the  principal  leaders  themselves,  who  all  det'lan-d, 
upon  oath,  that  Catholic  emancipation  and  parliamen- 
tary reform  were  only  pretexts  to  impose  upon  the 
bigoted  credulity  of  the  people;  and  that  the 
object  aimed  at,  was  the  subversion  of  the  exist 
government,  and  the  erection  of  Ireland  into  an 
pendent  republic. 

But  ii'  the  soldiery,  at  that  momentous  cilsis,  were 
so  far  on  their  guard,  as  to  be  proof  against  the  delu- 
sions  put  in  force  to  entrap  them ;  the  cause  must  he 
sought  (or,  not  in  the  strictne«!«  of  discipline,  or  (he 
severity  of  the  executive  power,  but  in  that  wisdom 
and  benevolence  which  had  provided  the  most  eflecluul 
security  for  the  nation,  in  the  cstablishincut  n(  u  peoe- 
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IrisUmcn,  finding  that  the  militAty  remainod  trae  lo 

(heir  alleg;iance,  dispersed  iu  different  directions. 

^L-'  But  tfioagh  the  primary  object  of  the  rebels  was 

^Mtostrated,  it  did   not   prevent   the  insiirrcctioQ  from 

^■^eading  through    several   districts  ;    and  at   last  it 

^blsnmed    the    appearance   of  a   regular    warfare,   in 

Hittcampments,   sieges,   and    battles.      The   aspect   of 

fttings  was  dismal  in  the  extreme,  especially  after  the 

defeat  of  a  body  of  cavalry  and  the  North  Cork  militia, 

at  Oulart,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  on  the  STth  of 

May,    In  that  affair,  the  whole  detachment  of  infantrj-, 

with  the  exception  of  the  colonel  and  four  of  bis  men, 

fell ;  trtlt  the  cavalry  effected  their  escape.     Flushed 

wilh  this  success,  the  iiisurg'ents  increased  in  numbers 

and  boldness ;  bot  (heir  efforts  to  alienate  the  soldiers 

from  the  line  of  duty  proved  abortive.     The  following 

is  the  pTocIamatioD  which  the  revolotionary  leaders 

circulated  for  that  purpose : — 

*'  Erin  go  Bragh  ;  (i.  e.  Ireland  for  Ever.)  To  all 
Irishmen  and  soldiers,  who  wish  to  join  their  brethreii 
iu  arms,  assembled  for  the  defence  of  their  country, 
rights,  and  liberties.— We,  the  honest  Patriots  of  our 
country,  do  most  earnestly  intreat  and  invite  you  to  join 
your  natural  Irish  standard.  This  is  the  time  for  Insli- 
men  to  shew  their  zeal  for  their  country's  good,  the  ^ond 
of  their  posterity,  and  the  natural  rights  and  liberties  of 
Ireland.  Repair  then  to  the  camps  of  Liberty,  where 
yon  will  lie  generously  received,  and  amply  rewarded. 
We  know  yont  hearts  are  with  us;  and  that  all  yon 
want  is  an  opportunity  to  desert  those  tyrants  who  wish 
to  keep  yon  as  the  support  of  their  oppressive  atid 
hellish  schemes  to  enslave  your  country. — Done  at 
Wexford,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  people,  I4th 
of  June,  179P.  God  save  the  people." 
St 


A.  [).  1799. 


Our  attention  must  now  be  tigaia  dirccteil  to  tbn 
operatioBK  on  the  coiitiiienl.  At  tbis  period,  llie  afTairs 
of  Europe,  by  the  absence  of  Buonaparte  iu  Egypt, 
the  defeat  of  the  French  fleet  off  the  Nile,  the  successes 
of  the  Russians  and  Auslrians  in  Italy,  offered  what 
the  British  ministry  considered  a  fair  opportunity  of 
retrieving  Holland  from  the  subjugation  to  which  it 
had  been  reduced,  under  the  new  denomination  im- 
posed upon  it  by  the  conquerors,  of — the  Batavian 
Republic. 

As  the  entire  suppression  of  the  rpbrllion  in  I 
now  placed  a  great  military  force  at  the  liisposall 
government,  it  was  resolved  to  strike  an  immctliate  bid 
near  at  itand,  while  the  allies  were  combating  the  I're 
in  other  quarters.  But  an  army  of  thirty  thon^aml  men 
being  necessary  for  the  object  intended,  ttpplicalion  vras 
made  to  the  emjxsror  Puul  of  Russia,  who  consented  to 
furnish  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  troops,  with  a  suQicienl  nuuibtT  of  ships  for 
til eir  conveyance  to  the  place  of  dt^lination.  While 
the  preparations  were  making  for  the  tranflportaiiou 
'  of  this  force,  (be  hereditary'  prince  of  Orange  ■ 
to  Usgen  on  lh«  Ems,  when:  he  mm  Joined  b 
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1  countrymen  who  espoused   his  cause,  and  were 
able  of  bearing  arms. 

In  England,  at  the  beginning  of  summer,  a  camp 
i  formed  on  Sliirley  common,  near  Southampton ; 
br  which  place  all  the  regiments  of  the  line  on  duty  in 
lelund  were  cmbaiked  with  the  utmost  despatch ; 
I  those  that  were  ordered  first  for  aervice  had  their 
1  complemcut  of  men  made  up  from  skeleton  regi- 
.,  the  last  being  alXerwards  wholly  recrnited,  many 
(them  with  additional  battalions,  by  volnntecrs  from 
.  militin,  agreeable  to  a  recent  act  of  parliament 
laesed  for  the  purpose. 

'  All  these  preparations  excited,  of  course,  uncommon 
attention  both  at  home  and  abroad;  but  for  some  time 
conjecture  was  perplexed,  to  divino  the  real  object  of  the 
entcrprize.  When,  however,  at  the  latter  end  of  June, 
D  camp  on  Shirley  common  broke  up,  and  the  troops 
urched  into  Kent,  where  they  pitched  their  tents  on 
tftiham  downs,  while  transports  were  collecting  at 
1  neighbouring  ports,  there  could  t>e  no  longer  any 
loubts  on  the  subject,  and  the  coast  of  Holland  was 
with  one  Toice  pronounced  to  he  the  meditated  .'icenc 
for  the  display  of  Knglish  valour.  Yet  the  Frenrli 
and  Dutch  governments  seem  to  have  been  early 
apprised  of  the  projected  invasion ;  nor  coiihl  it  be 
well  iitbcrwise,  since  several  agents  and  spies  had 
been  kept  in  constant  employment  passing  backwards 
and  forwards  for  some  montlis,  so  that  it  was  scarcely 
possible  that  the  design  could  bo  long  a  secrttt.  The 
enemy  were,  indeed,  fully  made  acquainted  with  the 
object  of  the  expedition  as  early  as  the  month  of  Juno ; 
when  they  immediately  began  to  adopt  active  measures 
I  conntcract  and  defeat  it.  Their  military  force  in 
I  Notherlaiids  was  suddenly  augmented  by  a  lorced 
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conscription ;  an  army  of  observation  was  assembled 
along  the  coast  of  Flanders,  from  Dnnkirk  to  Ostend; 
the  fortifications  on  the  island  of  Walcheren,  and  at 
tbe  mouths  of  the  Scheldt,  were  repaired  and  strength- 
enetd ;  while  a  French  army  be^n  to  be  organized  in 
Holland,  under  the  command  of  Genera]  Bnine. 

On  the  part  of  the  expedition,  no  time  was  to  be 
lost;  as  the  season  was  fast  approaching-  when  the 
best  planned  military  operations  were  liable  to  be 
defeated  by  the  elements  alone.  Government  b^ng 
aware  of  this,  ordered  the  camp  to  break  np  on  tbe 
8tb  of  August,  and  the  troops  collected  there  to  march 
off  for  Margate,  Ramsgate,  Deal,  and  Dover,  prepara- 
tory to  their  embarkation.  The  first  division  of  these 
troops  comprised  the  flower  of  the  British  army,  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  old  regiments  wiiosc  condnct  had 
been  tried  on  former  occasions,  and  who  wore  inured 
to  arduous  enterprizes  by  actual  servici'  in  various 
climates.  It  was  determined  that  there  should  be  two 
successive  expeditions ;  the  first  commanded  by  Sir 
(talpb  Abercrombie,  having  for  his  second  Sir  James 
Pulteney ;  and  (lie  other  by  the  Doke  of  York. 

On  the  dth  of  August,  the  troops  of  the  first  division 
began  to  embark  on  board  the  trausporls  and  ships 
of  war  at  the  respective  stations.  These  forces,  con- 
sisting of  about  fifteen  thousand  men,  were  tbns  dvs- 
tribiited: — First  brigade,  two  battalions  irf"  Guards, 
under  Major-general  D'Oyley ;  second  bripidc,  two 
battalions  of  Gnnrds,  under  Major-general  Bnrrard; 
third  brigade,  the  3d,  27th,  SIhh.  65th,  and  85tfa  regi- 
ments, under  Major-general  Code;  Ibortb  brigade, 
1st  Royals,  25(h,  49tb,  7.54h,  and  IKM  rtigimeiiU,  (Uk) 
two  Uist  Highlanders.)  umlcr  Major-giraenU  Moi 
llic  reserve  niUcbed  In  Ihc  UtinI  bripidc,  wctte  1 
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and  55th  regiiuents,  two  troups  of  llie  18tli  Liglil 
^goous,   under  Colonel   MacdoiiuUI ;   auU  lastly,  a 
tcbmeot  of  the  Flying;  Artillery,  with  the  corps  of 
iueers. 

,Oii  the  mornijig  of  the  15th,  the  whole  fleet,  amount- 
;  to  uearly  two  buodred  sail, commaiided  by  Atlmiral 
r  Andrew  Mitchell,,  in  the   Isis,   got  under  weigh, 
d  put  to  sea.     The  weather,  which  had  been  pre- 
lusly  very  tempestuous,  now   wore  the  appearauce 
being  settled ;  the  day  was  uncommonly  fine,  and 
!  wind  as  fair  as  could  be  desired.     Towards  even- 
[  the  several  divisions  of  the  fleet  were  united  ;  and 
;  whole  armament,  which  uearly  covered  the  straits 
Dover,  held  a  north-easterly  course,  with  a  plca- 
t  l)rc(«e.     During  the  night  the  squadron  made  a 
Bt  approach  to  the  coast  of  Zealand;  and  on  the  fol- 
ding day,  tlie  weather  having  assumed  a  threatening 
pect,  the  admiral  hauled  his  wind,  upon  which  all  the 
ips  wore,  and  steered  a  course  north  and  by  west. 
On  the  15tii,  tlie  wind  still  blowing  fresh,  a  jtinc- 
jn  was  formed  with  the  fleet  under  Lord  Duncan, 
rho  did  not,  however,  take  the  command  from  adnii- 
Mitchel,  as  (be  latter  bad  a  special  appointment 
a  particalar  service.     From  the  lath  to  the  20th, 
weather   continued   very   stormy,  insomuch    that 
many  of  the  vessels  sustained   considerable  ditmuge, 
and  the  fleet  was  widely  dispersed.     However,  on  the 
rening  of  the  latter  day,  the  wind  having  somewhat 
ignals   were   made   to  collect  the  scattered 
lips,  and  on   the  next  morning  the  headmost  ones 
fell  in  with  the  coast  of  Holland,  when  the  whole  fleet 
lay  off  and  on,  all  lught. 

the  22d,  the  weather  being  moderate,  the 
ime  to  an  anchor,  at  the  distance  uf  live 
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mUea  from  (lie  Toxel  Roads.  The  signal  waa  i 
gireii,  and  every  preparation  made  for  landing  | 
truopa  ;  but  towards  evening,  the  wind  again  J 
ened,  ho  that  the  fleet  was  compelled  to  weigh  anoM 
aitd  put  tt>  sea  for  the  night.  Nothing  could  be  u 
unfortunate  than  this  disappointment ;  for  though  « 
descent  on  the  coast  of  Hollr.nd  had  been  judged, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  armament,  to  be  the  objectft 
the  expedition,  yet  the  particular  part  of  the  c 
WHS  known  only  to  the  commanders-in-chief,  by  whi 
it  was  kept  a  profound  secret,  though  the  general  I 
lief  was,  that  the  coast  of  Zealand,  either  at  -i 
entrance  of  the  Meuse  or  the  Scheldt,  was  pita 
upon,  in  tlie  iirsl  instance,  for  the  enterprise:  aoj 
must  be  owned,  that  there  were  many  solid  reai 
for  this  preference. 

In  that  part  of  the  United  Provinces,  the  friend*) 
tlie  stadtholder  had  concentrated  their  force, 
was  considerable  and  respectable.  The  adjacent  j 
of  Brabant  were  in  a  state  of  instirrectkHi,  wbicli  I 
tlie  French  in  check  ;  and  the  inhabitants  only  waj 
for  a  lit  opportunity  to  make  a  powerful  <fivi4 
against  their  oppressors.  Besides  all  this,  Ibere  v 
commodious  iiarl>onrs  tot  the  shipping  on  that  cot 
front  whence  an  easy  intercourse  could  he  kept  tip  witE 
England.  Finally,  in  the  event  of  a  successful  junc- 
ti<m  with  the  Orange  party,  the  positiuD  occupied  by 
the  British  army  would  have  broken  the  tonne: 
between  tiic  northern  and  soulheni  provinces,  and  ( 
have  secared  a  short  and  facile  route  to  the  mpl 
Such,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  was  the  ori^al  f 
but  now  unluckily  it  was  altered,  partly  owing  icif^ 
ehaiigeableness  of  the  ireatluT.  bat  cliiHiy  lo  t 
private  infonnalioii  r«oetved  by  the  admiml,  that  ij 
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Dotch  fleet  in  the  Texol  would  be  aurretMlered  at  th« 
first  summona.  The  latter  conskleration  had  such  an 
effect,  that  an  immediate  descent  on  the  coast  of 
Kortli  Holland  was  roaoivcd  apon ;  and  to  thatraea- 
3  «U  the  conseqiicncea,  which  ruined  the  milit»ry 
expedition,  are  to  be  ascribed. 

'■  When  the  Briliah  aquadrop  first  appeared  off  the 
tfexel,  the  enemy  had  no  suspicion  of  a  descent,  and 
'e  quite  nnprepnred  for  opposition  in  that  quarter. 
■lie  rccarrence  of  the  storm  which  forced  the  Oeet 
^Igain  to  sea,  was  also  a  great  misfortune ;  for  had  the 
"feather  proved  favourable,  and  an  immediate  landing 
>n  effected,  the  whole  province  of  North  Holland,  as 
%e11  as  the  Dutch  fleet,  would  probably  have  fallen  an 
•Uf  eonqneat. 

•  On   the  two  following  days,  after  leaving  the  coast, 

!  storm  rather  increased  than  abated,  so  that  some 

the  transports  were  under  the  necessity  of  bearing 

ay  for  England.     By  this  time  all  the  fresh  provi- 

Hons  and  vegetables  in  the  fieel  were  consomed,  and 

kven  water  began  to  lie  scarce.     Indeed,  the  general 

iippcarsnce  of  things  was  so  unproimstBg,  that  serfou.'i 

apprehensions  wore  entertained   for  the   fate   of  the 

expedition;  and  the  return  of  tlic  armament  began  to 

be  contemplated  as  a  measure  of  absolate  necessity. 

However,  -on  the  25th,  hope  revived,  by  the  subsi- 
dence of  the  tempest ;  and  on  the  ensuing  morning,  the 
whole  fleet  once  more  came  to  anchor  otT  tlie  northern 
extremity  of  the  province  of  Holland.  The  most 
active  exertions  were  now  made  to  expedite  the  dis- 
embarkation ;  for  which  purpose  the  different  vessels 
were  thos  arranged  :  the  transports  were  stationed  on 
th«  oatside ;  nearest  to  them  were  the  ships  of  the 
line ;  the  frigates  lay  next ;  closer  to  the  ahore,  and 
2v 
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witliiiisidc  them,  were  the  armed  l>rigs,  cutters, 
vessels,  and  gun-boats,  to  cover  the  landing. 

At  three  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  signal  « 
giTen,   the   troops  having   been   prcTJousljr  fumiflKi 
with  sixty  rounds  of  ball-cartridge,  aiid  two  days'  ] 
visions  in  their  haversacks ;  besides  which,  thcif  c 
teens  were  filled  with  spirits  and  water.     To  effe« 
landing  on  a  hostile  coast,  in  the  face  of  an  enal 
prepared  to  dispute  every  inch,  is  always  bozardoi 
but  in   the   present  circumstances   it  was  pecuUu 
difficult.     The  extremity  of  North  Holland  form 
narrow  peninsula,  the  west  side  of  which,  where  ^ 
landing  took  place,  is  washed  by  the  German  c 
tile  northernmost,  and  whose  angle  forms  the  ]Ie| 
Point,  faces  the  Texel  Island ;  and  the  channel  betw: 
called  the  Mars  Diep.  is  the  principal  entrance  j 
the  Zuyder  Zee.     Tlic  Helder  Point,  which  is  a  I 
high  beach,  from  whence  several  piers  of  unhewn  sU 
project  into  the  sea,  was  crowned  by  a  strong  batt 
called    Kyckduyn,   commanding   the   passage   of 
Toxel  Roads,  but  overlooked  itself  on  the  land  i 
t)y   the   heights  of  Hueysdcn.     From   this   poiat  , 
const  stretches  due  south,  presenting  to  the  soa 
Iwuch,   on  which  a  heavy   surf  breaks   even   i 
calmest  weather;  but  when  the  wind  blows  han)»^ 
boat   can    live    in    an    attempt  to   reach    the   sbn 
Ascending  from  the  strand,  the  land  rises  into  a 
hills,   formed   into   three   ranges   of  une<{ual  bciglits, 
the  valleys  between  being  narrow  and  winding ;  while 
the  hills,  intersected  by  ravines  oimI  detile.t,  break  ij 
abrupt    ridges,   forming    so   many   natural    rctloii] 
Between  the  sand-biUa  and  the  Zuyder  Zco,  ihe  1] 
oxionds  into  a  marshy  plain,  divided  by  dikcii  i 
inundations.     About  itoYVll  miivs  frou  the  ilvlilerrl 
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lond  tuni»  off  at  right  angles  witli  tlic  soa  coast,  and 
passing:  in  frout  oi'  some  farm  houses,  leads  directly 
iato  the  c:ountry. 

•  It  wa»  directed,  that  all  the  launches  which  carried 
tfoo|)S  irom  the  transports,  should  assemhie  under  the 
Kten)H  of  such  frigates  as  lay  nearest  to  the  iandiug 
place;  and,  according  to  this  arrangement,  tlie  army 
was  ordered  to  disembark  in  the  tbiloning  nianner:— 
Major-general  Coote's  brigade,  with  a  detachnioiil 
of  the  light  artillery,  were  to  effect  a  landing  on  the 
tight  of  the  whole,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Jame^ 
Pnltoncy.  After  this,  the  rest  of  the  army,  nuder  Sir 
Hul|diAhercTOint>ie,  was  immediately  to  follow;  Major- 
ral  D'Oyley's  brigude  taking  its  position  on  the 
[,  Major-general  Burrard's,  occupying  the  centre, 
1(1  that  of  Major-general  Moore  being  posted  on  tlie 
This  plan  of  operations,  however,  was  not  prc- 
icly  executed,  for  tlie  first  boats  that  received  Uic 
:a  from  tlie  transports,  pushed  directly  for  the 
lach,  under  a  press  of  sail,  without  attending  to  tiu: 
mcral  orders  ;  and  the  soldiers,  on  reaching  tlic 
■■■faorc,  jumped  out,  and  instantly  formed  under  cover 
of  the  llotUla,  which  kept  up  an  incessant  lire  of  shot 
and  shells  daring  the  whole  of  tlic  engas^oment  (hat 
succeeded.  Thus  the  body  of  troops,  wliich  attacked 
and  defeated  the  enemy,  was  composed  of  the  reserve, 
and  of  detached  parties  of  ditfcreut  regiments,  chiefly 
of  the  third  brigade. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  enemy,  who  on  the  prcced- 
mg  evening  had  collected  his  forces  at  tJie  village  of 
Callants  Oge,  posted  hie  inluulry  and  ritlemcn  on  the 
Aand-hills,  while  his  cavalry  and  artillery  remained  on 
**"•  pluhi  behind.  In  this  position  he  observed  (lie 
Bflbiding  with  apparent  indiU'crencc  ;  but  as   soon   us 
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ihts  Britisli  marched  tVom  the  litrand,  and  be^suk  t» 
ascend  Ihe  hcig;hts,  an  advance  ensued,  and  (he  aotioB 
commenced. 

The  first  object  of  contention  was  an  emiaence,  ua 
which  was  erected  a  telegraph  or  signal  poet,  that 
proved  afterwards  ol'  great  use  in  directinii;  tlie  lire  ol 
the  armed  vessels  and  gun-boats.  Tim  point  of  det'eacG. 
after  a  t>mart  combat,  was  carried  by  the  Soak  cuia- 
panie.s  of  the  third  brigade,  in  whicli  Uu>  (prenadiers  of 
the  ^iOtli  regiment  displayed  their  gallantry  and  spirit 
in  a  remarkable  manner,  for,  finding  themselves  eocan)> 
bcred  witli  their  knapsacks  wliilst  diarging  the  enemy 
through  the  heavy  sand,  they  one  und  all  threw  avi-ay 
tmtli  them  and  their  provisionti. 

About  noon  tJie  engagement  bt^amc  geoeral,  and 
was  warmly  contested  on  both  sides  ;  but  tlie  in- 
equalities of  the  ground  did  uut  allow  of  more  than 
one  battalion  to  be  drawn  up  in  line,  so  that  the  ad- 
vanced parties  uf  tlie  British  were  supported  and 
relieved  by  fresh  detachments,  who,  as  soon  as  they 
lauded,  marched  up  from  the  strand  to  the  Geld  of 
battle.  The  invading  army  had  neither  cavalry  oor 
artillery ;  but  these  wants  were  remedied  by  the  co- 
operation of  the  vessels,  the  Icrriblo  fire  from  which, 
kept  the  flanks  from  being  turned  by  the  enemy. 

About   live   in    Ihe  wening,   the   liut  ridge  of  the 
sand-hills  was  cleared  of  the  foe,  who  retired  further 
towards   the   plain ;    at    which    time    the    brigadi 
Guards,  under  General    D'Oyloy,  marched  ulous;| 
strand  with  two  lield-pieoes,  which  had  been  brc 
up  by   the  sailors,  to  attack   the   ciKsny  in  hia  I 
position.     The   lattur,  oow   forming   a   cImo  colai 
with  some  artillery  in  front,  sustained  ihc  ntlnck  with*' 
firmnun,  and  retired  in  good  nnlcr  to  »  position  atmut 
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it'tx  miles  distant,  without  being  pufsutn)  by  the  Uritlsli, 
lor  the  waut  of  cavalry. 

Thus  ended  a  desultory,  but  well-fought  action, 
wluch  wus  imnediately  t'ollowcd  by  important  conee- 
qncaces.  The  force  collected  to  oppose  the  invaders 
WKs  estimated  at  seven  thousand,  ail  Dutch,  well 
appointed,  and  commanded  by  General  DaendcJs,  who 
bod  gained  some  reputaliou  in  the  Freuch  service,  to 
which  he  owed  his  commission,  having:  been  exiled 
from  llglland  betbre  tlie  rcvulntiou,  on  account  of 
tlie  inveteracy  of  his  enmity  to  the  stadlbolderate. 
Considering  all  circumstances,  therefore,  the  prompt 
and  vigorous  attack  of  tiic  British  was  a  measure  of 
urgent  ni-cessity ;  for  had  the  enemy  been  allowed 
time  to  assemble  a  larger  army,  and  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  rising  ground,  by  planting  cannon  on  some 
of  tlic  heights,  the  dislodging  of  them  would  have  been 
attendetl  witli  ^:reat  difficulty  and  slaughter.  The  loss 
of  the  Dutch  in  this  alTair,  according  to  their  own 
Hpji^ort,  amounted  to  eleven  hundred  men,  one  of  whom 
Hbns  a  colonel.  The  British  loss,  considering  the 
■  tmall  proportion  of  the  army  engaged,  was  also  con- 
.siderable,  amounting  to  five  hundred  men. 

The  principal  officers  who  fell  were  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel  SmoUet   of  the   Gimrds,   and    Lieutenant-colonel 
Hay  of  tile  Engineers.     The  latter  received  a  cannon 
shot  which  shattered  his  thigh;  but  he  had  the  melan- 
choly satisfaction  of  commending  witli  his  Inst  breath 
a  numerous  family  to  the  care  of  the  comuiander-in- 
^diief,  and  of  dying  witli   tiie  consolatory  rellection, 
^^■kt  they  would  be  provided  for  by  the  government. 
^^■^Iie  left  wing,  composed  of  Major-general  Moore** 
^H^itde,  and  that  of  the  Gnards  nnder  General  Bur- 
^^■rd,  was  not  engaged,  being  dcslinr d  to  attack  the 
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siiffering  severely  from  the  inclomeney  of  lUe  weather, 
against  which  there  was  no  other  shelter  than  what 
could  be  obtained  by  digging  trenches  in  the  sand. 
The  supply  of  provisions  was  also  irregutitr,  owing  to 
the  storms  which  frequently  prevented  any  intercourse 
with  the  shipping.  As  these  hardslHps,  however,  af- 
fected all  alike,  they  were  endured  without  murmuFin^. 
Whilst  the  troops  occupied  this  position,  they  vreK 
employed  in  tlirowing  up  breast-works  and  redoubts 
at  several  points  of  defence  ;  till  the  1st  of  September, 
when  they  received  orders  to  break  op  from  this  dreary 
spot,  nnd  proceed  into  the  country.  Accordingly  the 
anny  advanced,  and  took  up  a  position  on  the  conrse 
of  the  Groote  Sfuys  of  the  Zype,  having  Oudo  Sluys 
on  the  left  Hank,  and  the  German  ocenn  on  the  right. 
By  this  change  a  fertile  tract  of  land  was  gained, 
which,  though  of  small  extent,  was  aoilictent  to  sabsist 
the  troops,  by  furnishing  an  abundance  of  black  cattle 
and  sheep,  besides  horses  and  waggons,  which  were 
much  wanted.  The  position  was  also  a  remarkably 
strong  one,  being  defended  by  the  great  dike  or  em- 
bankment,  running  in  front  of  the  ranal,  nnd  extend 
irregularly  across  the  istlimns.  All  along  this  bal 
small  redoubts  were  erected,  and  cannon  i 
upon  them,  so  that  the  dike  was  not  less  adapted  to~ 
stop  the  progress  of  an  enemy,  than  of  an  inandatioii. 

In  this  nituatioa  the  army  aitxioBsly  waited  for  the 
arrival  of  the  second  expedition;  and,  in  the  mrnn 
tinw,  it  occupied  qnarters  which  were  comfortabtr, 
when  compared  with  those  on  the  nand-hills.  The 
troops  were  cantoned  in  fnrm-faousea,  which  Tonnod 
0xce11»at  barracks,  all  the  officM  being  vontKineil 
nnder  one  roof:  nnd  Iticso  commodioos  dwolUngs  « 
«o  mmeimis.  uul  equally  disiribnUJ,  thai  lliir<l 
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of  the  ujontvy  had  the  appearance  of  a  continaed 
village. 
I  *i,.Tbe  enemy  not  fiuding  himself  pursued,  and  being 
I  iLiis  time  reinforced  by  tiic  advanced  guard  of  the 
rend)  army,  began  to  recover  from  his  panic,  and  to 
ike  up  positions  in  front  of  the  British  lines.     No- 
ting, however,  occurred  of  a  hostile  nature,  though 
3  troops  were  often  roused  by  false  alarms,  and  that 
|l  the  dead  of  the  night,  to  keep  them  on  the  alert 
^At  length  the  c^mmandcr-in-cbief,  having  been  ap- 
rised  that  a  formidable  attack  was  meditated  against 
s  right,  made  the  necessary  preparations  to  repel  it. 
%e  Batavian  govcmmeut,  by  forcible  exertions,  had 
Ipllected  a  number  of  Dntch  troops  from  those  called 
National  Volunteer  Guardg,  which  were  raised  by  the 
iveral    districts   tiironghotit    the    United   Provinces, 
liesc  levies  having  been  recently  joined  by  a  part  of 
promised    succours   from    France,    composed    all 
F^gethor  a  body  of  about  twelve  thousand  men. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  September,  at  day- 
break, the  enemy  were  in  motion,  and  commenced  u 
general  attack,  dividing  all  their  force  into  three 
columns:  the  right,  composed  nholly  of  Dutch  troop.s, 
under  the  command  of  (lenera]  Daendcts,  directed  iln 
operations  against  the  British  posts  of  Saint  Martin 
and  Enigcnburg;  the  centre  column,  likewise  Dutch, 
marched  on  against  Krabendam  and  the  Sleiper  Dike; 
while  the  left,  consisting  entirely  of  French  soldiers, 
nndcr  General  Brune,  advanced  upon  Caroperdown, 
and  the  Dike  near  Polten.  The  position  of  the  Bri- 
tish, at  tlio  head  of  the  dike  of  the  Zypc,  was  brnv^ 
defended  by  the  30(h  regiment,  under  LieulenanU 
il  Smyth,  who  was  severely  wounded.  The 
V  however,  though  galled  by  a  heavy  fire,  con- 
2x 
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tioued  to  advaivcc  wi(h  iatrepidity.  and  his  t 
column  pushed  on  to  St.  Martin's,  of  wliicli  it 
tained  a  temporaty  possession ;  but  the  centio  not' 
being  able  to  penetrate  the  British  lines,  an^the  loft 
colamn  of  the  French  having  been  checked  in  its 
career  by  our  right,  consisting  of  two  brigades  of 
Guards,  the  whole  of  this  combined  force  was  obliged 
to  retreat  before  noon.  After  this,  both  armies  re- 
sumed the  positions  tliey  had  previously  occupied, 
the  British  being  at  Schagen,  and  the  enemy  near 
Alkmaar.  Tlie  latter  lost  on  tins  occasion  near  one 
thousand  men  in  killed  and  wounded,  iudadiiig  n 
general,  who  was  slain.  The  loss  of  the  British 
amounted  to  aboiit  two  hundred  killed,  wonnded,  and 
missing. 

Although  no  ground  was  gained  by  tlie  victory,  it 
bad  the  effect  of  intimidating  the  foe  from  trying 
more  offensive  operations,  so  that  the   invaders 
mained  for  some  time  in  perfect  security  and  re] 
ardently  expecting  the  time  when  augmented  strength 
should  enable   them  to  enter   upon   a   wider  licid  of 
action. 

Great,  therefore,  was  the  general  joy,  when  the  Duke 
of  York  arrived  at  the  Ileldcr,  on  the  I3th  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  Amethyst  frigate,  after  a  passage  of 
four  days,  from  Deal.  Uis  royal  highncoa  brought 
with  him  three  brigades  of  troops,  viz.  the  Mb  foot 
two  battalions,  35tli  two  battalions,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Prince  William  of  Gloucester ;  the  4tli  fool 
three  battalions,  Olst  roginicut,  Major-genoral  the  Eatl 
of  Chatham;  Dtli  foot  tlirce  buttaliuns,  Major-p^neml 
Manners;  7th Light  Dragoons, and  artillery.  The  lllh 
Light  Dragoons  hud  landed  some  liiDo  before. 
Matufaction  produced  by  tliis  supply  received  u 
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sittcrable  addition  ity  Uie  disembarkation,  at  the  same 
time,  of  eight  bHttalioiis  of  Iliissians,  amounting  'to 
>«gfit  thousand  men,  under  the  commaad  of  Ueneral 
J'JIcrmana. 

t' These  forces  had  arrived  from  Revel  the  precedinf; 

lay,  and  were  speedily  followed  by  the  rest  of  thtt 

>D,  consisting  of  three  thousand  men.     Another 

livision,  from  Yarmouth,  soon  after  join«d  the  allied 

my,  making  altogether  the  Russian  auxiliary  troops 

irenteen  or  eighteen   thousand   cilective  men.     The 

ily  cavalry  among  them  consisted  of  one  troop  of 

Iksssars,  and  two  or  three  troops  of  cossacks.     The 

former  was  a  part  of  the  gardcs-du-corps  of  the  empe- 

liKor,  and  composed  of  picked  men  of  the  largest  diracn- 

Itfons,  and  superbly  appointed.      The  cossacks   wera 

|>flf  a  more  slender  make,  but  had  Iwtler  countenances 

^an   the    Russians.     They   were  mounted   on   small 

Bibling  horses,  with   long  tails  and  manes ;  but  not- 

krithstanding  their  indifferent  appearance,  the  animals 

prere   swift,   snre-footed,   and   tractable.     The   riders 

jl^ere   armed   with   carbines,   scymetars,   pistols,   and 

H'Upears  of  a  great  length. 

Prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  York,  the  British 
army  had  been  established  in  an  advanced  position  in 
the  country.  The  (Htth  regiment  was  encamped  out- 
Aide  the  Helder,  where  it  remained  as  a  rear-guard 
during  the  campaign.  A  body  of  marines  did  duty  on 
the  Texel  island,  that  of  Warcngcn,  and  at  the  arsenal 
of  the  Nieuvo  Diep.  The  hereditary  prince  ofOninge, 
who  had  lauded  at  the  Helder  a  few  days  before  the 
Duke  of  York,  was  employed  in  forming  into  regimt'nis 
a  number  of  Dutch  loyalists,  volimteers  from  the  fleet 
erters  from  the  enemy, 
oon  as  the  reinfurcoineots  landtid,  th«v  were 
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distributed  along  tlio  lines,  whicli  therefore  became 
greatly  extended.  Major- general  Moore'j  brigade  took 
an  advanced  position  on  tbe  left,  at  Colhorn ;  while 
the  Russians  formed  the  right  wing  of  the  allied  army, 
by  relieving  the  Guards,  who  were  posted  ut  Pcttcn; 
and  the  Duke  of  Vork,  who  was  declared  iu  public 
orders,  captain-general  and  commander-io-cbiel'  of  all 
tlie  allied  forces,  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Schagen-. 
burg,  a  village  on  tbe  canal  of  the  Zype.  During  these 
iBOvemcnts,  Admiral  Mitchel  was  busy  in  making  pre- 
parations to  co-operate  with  the  army;  while  a  flotilla 
of  gun-vessels,  under  the  direction  of  Sir  Home  Popham, 
was  assembled,  to  act  on  the  inland  navigation  as  on 
the  coast,  according  to  circumstances. 

The  same  motive  which  induced  General  Brune  to 
attack  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  before  the  arrival  of  Iho 
auxiliary  troops,  now  determined  tbe  British  conimander- 
ia-chief  to  anticipate  the  French  and  Dutch  reinforce- 
ments, which  were  hourly  expected  from  the  Lower 
Rhine  and  the  Netherlands.  The  first  measure  adopted 
was  to  detach  General  Abercrombie  with  seven  thou* 
sand  men  against  Hoom,  which  city,  having  been 
always  well  inclined  to  tlio  liouse  of  Orange,  immedi- 
ately threw  open  its  gates,  and  received  the  British 
troops  with  acclamations  ofjiry. 

Meanwhile  the  most  active  exertions  wcrr  making 
for  tbe  general  attack ;  and  upon  Thursday,  September 
tike  19th,  at  an  hour  before  daybreak,  the  allied  army 
was  iu  motion,  consisting  uf  thirty  thousand  men,  all 
in  high  health  and  spirits,  welt  appointotl,  aitd  fiir- 
ninhed  witli  a  fine  train  of  artillery. 

Tbe  first  column  on  tho  right,  coropttscd  principally 
uf  Russian.s,  under  General  D'Ucrmaiio,  was  destinvd 
to  attack  the  left  wing  of  tho  enemy,  cotuistiug  Kbolly 
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f  French,  commanded  by  General  Vanduutae,  to  force 
i  position  of  the  beightB  of  Caniperdowu,  and  to  take 
mssessiun  of  Bergen. 

'  The  second  column,  under  General  Dundas,  was 
blended  to  co-operate  with  the  first,  by  carrying  tiic 
bemy's  posts  at  Warmanhuysen  on  the  plain,  and 
khoreldau],  near  the  sand-hilts. 

t  The  object  of  the  third  column,  under  Sir  James 
talleney,  was  to  get  possession  of  Oudc  Carspel,  at 
]  head  of  the  lon^  dike  leading  to  Alkmaar.     This 
Jiost  covered  the  enemy's  right  wing,  which  occupied 
the  plain  in  front  of  Alkmaar,  and  was  entirely  com- 
posed of  Dutch  troops,  under  General  Daendels.     The 
fourth  column,  commanded  by  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie, 
ppS  already  observed,  was  on  a  detached  service.     The 
>stacles  which  presented  themselves  on  every  sid^ 
D.obstruct  the  advance  of  an  army  in  such  a  country, 
innot  easily  be  conceived.     The  sand-hills  begin  to 
abruptly   tVom  the  flats  immediately  behind   the 
Ibwn  of  Campe,  and  stretch  considerably  in  breadth, 
I  a  south-eEisterly  direction,  towards  Alkmaar.     Tlie 
'  plain  beneath  is  intersected  by  several  canals,  which 
have  no  communication  with   each   other.     Between 
these  lay  numerous  villages,  which  were  easily  con- 
verted into  strong  points  of  defence  by  mounting  a  few 
cannon  on  the  top  of  the  dikes,  with  troops  posted 
behind  them.     On  the  first  ridge  of  sand-hills,  and  in 
the  fortified  villages,  the  It-ll  wing  of  the  enemy  was 
posted  and  intrenched ;  while  hix  right  occupied  tlic 
[ain  covered  by  the  redoubts  of  Oadc  Carspot.     The 
lodges  across  the  few  passes  that  led  to  these  places 
kbre  destroyed,  and  abbatts  laid  at  ditferent  distances. 
t  half-past  three  in  the  inoming,  the  first  attack 
iAe  by  the  Russian  column,  under  Genor<il 
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D'Herinann  in  person,  and  with  such  vigour  that  the 
enemy  gave  way  at  the  first  onset.  In  vain  did  lie 
attempt  to  avail  himself  of  the  natural  strength  of  the 
ground,  by  rallying  his  scattered  troops  behind  the 
eminences ;  for  the  intrepid  assailants  pressed  so 
close  as  not  to  allow  him  a  moment's  pause,  still 
destroying  or  making  prisoners  of  his  rear.  Thus  the 
pursued  and  pursuers  poured  along  the  open  downs 
and  hills,  until  they  arrived  at  the  wooded  tract  of 
country  which  surrounds  the  town  of  Bergen.  Here 
the  access  was  easy,  but  the  evacuation  difficult.  The 
Russians,  flushed  with  success,  entered  the  place 
sword  in  hand;  but  finding  uo  enemy  there,  they 
relaxed  their  efforts,  lost  all  discipline,  and  gave  them- 
selves up  to  pillage.  The  French,  seeing  this  disorder, 
seized  the  opportunity  which  it  afforded ;  and  being 
supported  by  fresh  troops  from  Aikmaar,  attacked  the 
Russians  at  different  points  with  tiie  greatest  impetu- 
osity. The  latter,  who  had  supposed  their  victory 
complete,  were  totally  disconcerted  at  tlus  unexpected 
renewal  of  the  combat.  Their  force.s  were  divided ; 
some  battalions  were  too  far  advanced  tunong  the 
woods,  the  skirt:}  of  which  they  bad  not  tuken  the  pre- 
caution to  guard,  and  others  were  too  far  retired;  but 
the  main  body  was  busied  in  filling  the  ruined  church 
of  Bergen  with  their  spoils.  Thus,  notwithstnndii^ 
tlie  exertions  of  the  ofticers,  and  the  natur&I  coitnge 
uf  the  men,  the  first  and  .second  in  command  hav] 
unfortunately  been  made  prisoners,  tlio  llussiang  f 
obliged  to  retreat  to  Schorcl. 

Meanwhile  the  secoud  column,  under  Geiu^ral  Dan- 
dos,  commcticed  an  attac-k  at  daylight  un  tbu  vtUa);e 
of  WurmanhnysDQ,  whidi  wajt  strongly  Ibrlifiod.  ' 
hattaJioos  of  Ruasians,  lod  by  tieoenl  SeilHiticati 
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gallantly  stoimed  the  place  on  its  left  flank,  while  it 
was  entered  on  the  right  by  the  first  regiment  of  Bri- 
tish Guards.  After  this  success,  the  greater  part  of 
the  column  marched  to  Schorel,  the  rest  being  de- 
tached to  keep  up  the  communication  with  the  forces 
under  Sir  James  Pulteney. 

The  Russians,  who  had  been  obliged  to  retreat  from 
Bergen,  were  compelled  also  to  quit  Schorel ;  but  at 
this  critical  moment,  the  place  was  attacked  and  re- 
taken by  General  Manners's  brigade,  which  being 
immediately  reinforced  by  two  battalions  of  Russians, 
and  the  85th  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Prince 
William  of  Gloucester,  renewed  the  action,  till,  ex- 
hausted by  fatigue,  the  whole  corps  retired  upon  Pet- 
ten  and  Zypet  Sluys. 

In  the  mean  time,  that  part  of  the  second  column 
which  had  taken  Warmanhuysen,  having  been  joined 
by  the  first  battalion  of  the  5th  regiment,  advanced 
upon  Schoreldam,  which  position  they  maintained, 
under  a  galling  fire,  till  the  fate  of  the  right  wing  ren- 
dered  it  no  longer  tenable. 

During  these  operations,  the  centre,  or  third  column, 
under  Sir  James  Pulteney,  proceeded  to  attack  the 
enemy's  right  wing  at  Oude  Carspel,  a  strong  village 
extending  three  or  four  miles  to  the  suburbs  of  Alk- 
maar,  and  surrounded  by  c^als,  fortified  with  re- 
doubts, and  batteries  full  of  cannon.  The  third  bri- 
gade was  destined  to  attack  on  the  right  flank,  while 
the  remainder  of  the  corps  stormed  on  the  centre  and 
left.  It  was  stopped,  however,  in  its  advance,  by  a 
broad  canal,  which  ran  in  front  of  the  works,  and  the 
bridge  was  destroyed.  The  brigade,  therefore,  had  the 
mortification  to  witness  the  gallantry  of  their  com- 
rades, without  being  able  to  share  in  the  danger. 
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NotwithBtandiiig  this,  the  two  battalions  of  the  40tfa 
regiment,  ander  Ccdonel  Spencer,  sopported  by '  the 
two  battalions  of  the  17th,  haTing  diacoveved  an  ap- 
proacta'on  the  left,  imtnedlately  prepared  to  storm  it. 
This  intr^id  corps  was  received  by  a  terriUe  dU> 
charge  of  small  arms,  grape,  round  shot,  and  dicJls. 
I>Vom  this  destrnctiTe  tempest,  it  to<A  a  momentary 
shelter  behind  an  angular  embanlcmrat,  upon  which 
die  enemy,  sapposing  that  the  Britisb  had  retreated, 
SBlBed  oat  in  pursuit ;  but  be  was  soon  oomptilled  to 
fyee  about,  and  was  so  closely  followed,  that  the  4Dth 
regiment  entered  the  lines  with  the  Aigitives  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  just  as  part  of  the  third  brigade 
foond  means  to  enter  on  the  other  side,  by  crossing 
the  canal  in  canoes.  Upon  this  the  enemy  abandoned 
their  works,  and  retreated  in  confuBion,  taking  the 
road  to  Alkmaar. 

Brilliant  as  this  achierement  was,  it  was  dearly 
bought,  the  two  battalions  of  the  40th  losing  upwards 
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previoas  to  which  the  enemy  had  made  uncommon 
exertions  to  augment  his  means^  and  to  strengthen  the 
whole  line  of  his  defence.  The  actual  number  brought 
into  the  field  has  not  been  exactly  ascertained;  but 
the  lowest  estimation  at  which  it  can  be  taken,  is 
twenty-eigiit  thousand,  of  which  the  majority  were 
French.  Opposed  to  this  force,  the  allies  had  little 
more  than  twenty  thousand ;  since  about  fifteen  thou- 
sand were  not  principally  engaged,  though  they  con- 
tributed, by  their  operations,  to  the  general  object. 

It  was  allowed  by  all  competent  and  impartial 
judges,  that- the  plan  of  operations,  and  the  disposition 
of  the  force  employed,  were  conceived  and  arranged 
by  the  conmander-in-chief  with  considerable  ability ; 
and  the  truth  was  obyious,  from  the  circumstances 
and  result  of  the  action.  The  execution  of  the  three 
grand  movements  was  completely  successfiil,  and  that 
of  the  fourth  on  the  right  was  equally  so,  as  far  as 
depended  on  the  exertions  of  the  British  troops.  The 
failure  on  that  side,  which  rendered  nugatory  all  the 
other  advantages,  was  owing  to  the  impetuosity,  and 
not  to  the  want  of  courage,  of  the  Russian  soldiers. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  this  affair  amounted  to 
three  thousand  men  and  sixty  officers,  who  were 
made  prisoners ;  besides  which,  there  was  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  killed  and  wounded  did  not 
fall  much  short  of  that  number.  Sixteen  i^ieces  of 
cannon  were  also  taken;  but  %s  they  could  not  be 
brought  away,  they  were  destroyed. 

The  allied  army  likewise  suffered  severely ;  the  loss 
of  the  British  being  nearly  fifteen  hundred,  and  that  of 
the  Russians  double  the  number.  The  latter  lost 
almost  the  whole  of  their  field  artillery,  consisting 
of  twenty  pieces  of  cannon.     The  Russian  general 
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Tcbertchekoff,  the  second  in  command,  who  with 
General  D'Hermann  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
died  on  the  following  day  of  his  wOtmds. 

The  unfortunate  result  of  this  battle,  after  so  pro^ 
mising  a  beginning,  excited  no  little  emotion,  and  pro* 
duced  a  variety  of  opinions,  according  to  th^  bias  of 
men's  minds.  The  Russian  general  D'Essen,  in  a 
letter  written  from  head-quarters  to  his  Imperial 
master,  endeavoured  to  throw  ihe  odium  of  the  dis- 
aster upon  the  British  government,  by  sajring.  Chat  the 
soldiers  were  both  in  want  of  necessaries^  and  hurried 
into  action  immediately  after  coming  off  from  a  longf 
voyage. 

But  these  complaints,  if  founded  in  truth,  might 
have  been  made  by  the  British  troops  with  more  rea- 
son, particularly  those  who  had  but  jufjst  arrived  fifom 
England.  The  same  general,  however,  acknowledged 
that  the  Russians  stood  iii  n6ed  of  artillery,  hotses, 
and  many  other  necessary  artides;  whiclr  neglect  could 
not  be  imputed  to  the  Britib^h  administration,  fil 
fine,  D'Essen  seems  to  have  been  in  a  state  df  fright 
when  he  drew  up  this  contradictory  apology;  for  at 
the  close  of  it  he  threw  out  a  general  reflecti6n  upon 
the  whole  mass  of  Russian  soldiery,  by  observing, 
that  "  their  retreat  began  in  confiisiota.^'  The  effect  of 
this  letter  upon  the  capricious  mind  of  the  eiiq>eror 
was  as  might  have  been  expected, — his  rage  knew  no 
bounds ;  and  in  his  fits  he  abused  his  own  subjects 
and  those  of  his  ally. 

But  while  the  Russians  were '  striving  to  justify 
themselves,  and  the  discontented  English  were  wflling 
to  discover  errors  in  their  own  government,  the  Rfench 
published  a  pompous  account  of  the  action,  in  which 
the  allies  were  treated  with  the  utmost  contempt,  and 
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all  the  merit  of  generalship  was  claimed  for  Brune  and 
his  coadjiit<Hrg.  This  laboured  and  very  inaccurate 
nairative  was  translated  into  English,  and  printed 
with  lemaiks  equally  partial  and  unjust.  It  was 
asked  in  a  tone  of  triumph,  by  these  hypercritics,  why 
Geneval  Abefcrombie,  with  so  large  a  force  as  seven 
thousand  mea,  was  detached  upon  an  extended  line 
cf  operation  on  the  left,  without  the  possibility  of  the 
disaster  on  the  right  being  foreseen,  and  its  effects 
provided  against  ? 

As.  the  heap  of  impertinent  censure  fabricated  by  idle 
mea  turns  upon  these  points,  a  few  plain  observations 
will  suffice  to  shew  the  fallacy  of  the  whole.  In  the 
first  place,  to  begin  with  the  cause  of  the  reverse  that 
took  place.  The  Russians  were  led  by  their  twp  chief 
commanders ;  and  therefore  it  would  have  been  little 
short  of  prophetic  intuition  to  imagine,  under  such 
circumstances,  a  confusion  and  defeat  after  a  victory. 
Had  these  troops  preserved  any  thing  like  order,  the 
flying  enemy  would  neither  have  rallied,  nor  been 
supported  by  fresh  supplies.  The  disaster  which 
ensued,  and  gave  the  French  an  advantage,  was  merely 
fortuitous,  and  such  as  no  sagacity  could  have  antici- 
pated. On  the  other  point,  it  will  only  be  requisite 
to  state  the  immediate  advantages  proposed  to  be 
obtained  by  this  attack.  These  were,  the'  possession 
of  Uoom,  the  establishment  of  the  allied  army  in  a 
more  advanced  position,  and  the  acquisition  of  a 
wider  territory  for  its  support. 

The  peninsula  of  North  Holland  suddenly  enlarges 
itself  from  the  narrow  slip  of  land  at  its  northern 
extremity,  projecting  into  the  Zuyder  Zee  at  Enkhuy- 
sen,  from  whence  to  Camperdown  on  the  opposite  side 
it  extends  in  breadth  about  thirty-six  miles,  and  then 
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abruptly  contracts  again  towards  Hpom;  so  ^^imi^ 
Sbaerdamr  which  is  only,  two  miles  from  that  taty^  the 
ia^f&nus  is  not  more  than  sbtteea  miles  acroMiiwn  aesi 
to'  sea.  This  then  appears  tO';haTe  b^w  ith«:  iDOttt 
eligible,  as  well  as  the  most:aeciire,  position  fw  an. 
invading  army.  Besides,  at  Shaerdam  all  tbeitno»- 
verse  canals  nnite,  and  have  one  conunoo  outlet  inta 
the  sea.  This,  therefore,  was  a  sitaation  afibrding 
^ectual  protection  to  the  troops,  by  broad  canals  in 
front,  with  high  dikes  or  embankments.of  great  solidity 
running  in  parallel  directions  across  the  connby.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  the  wings  of  the  army  would  have 
been  covered  by  the  two  seas,  and  its  centre  by  a 
town  strongly  fortified;  while  a  fine  and  productive 
country  in  the  rear  yielded  ample  supplies.  To  co- 
operate with  the  movements  of  the  army.  Admiral 
Mitchel  fitted  out  a  small  squadron  of  bomb-vessels 
and  armed  brigs,  calculated  for  shoal  water,  with 
which  he  proceeded  against  the  towns  on  the  Zuyder 
Zee;  and  with  .such  success,  that  the  On 
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ebd  df 'this'  mibtkfh/ the  most  active  preparations  were 
nmdefiom'ttb  tight  to  the  left  of  the  line.  Pontoons 
if«are  emiiittticted/ imd  waggons  and  horses  collected^ 
aH'itidieMitiE^bf  a  s)peedy  moyenlent  forward  for  another 
0«Aetal  bHUfe;'^  B^t  hitherto  the  weather  was  yery 
anft^rouiAble ;  tiie  storms  were  violent^  and  the  rain 
in«6isaiit|  s6  thatt  the  roads  became  impassable/ and 
the  fli^s  might  be  easier  navigated  than  marched 
throogb.  The  enemy  taking  advantage  of  this  season- 
abto  add  of  the  elements,  strengthened  all  his  advanced 
posts  by  wifeting  additional  works/ and  he  also  re- 
cei^redy  lii  the  mean  time,  fresh  supplies  offerees. 

'  At  length,  on  the  29th  of  September,  the  weather,  to 
appearance,  having  become  more  settled,  the  whole 
army  got  nnder  arms ;  and  at  the  dawn  of  day,  the 
several  brigades  were  in  motion ;  bat  on  the  right  the 
tide  rose  so  high,  with  a  tremendous  surf,  that  there 
was  no  possibility  of  marching  along  the  beach ;  and 
the  roads  were  so  completely  inundated,  that  the 
troops  were  frequently  up  to  the  knees.  As,  therefore, 
nothing  could  be  effected  on  this  day,  the  brigades 
returned  to  their  respective  stations. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  the  rains  having  ceased,  and 
the  roads  become  more  passable,  a  change  of  position 
took  place  along  the  whole  line,  preparatory  to  a 
general  action.  All  the  brigades  on  the  left  marched 
to  the  right,  while  those  on  .the  right  inclined  to  the 
centrie.  Every  arrangement  having  been  made,  on  the 
following  morning  at  half-past  six,  the  right  wing  was 
in. motion.  The  disposition  of  the  combined  British 
and  Russian  forces  was  now  materially  different  from 
that  of  the  19th  of  September.  On  the  present  occa- 
sion, the  right  and  left  wings  were  composed  entirely 
of  British  troops,  whilst    the  Russians  formed  the 
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Motre.  'I1ieeD$my,hoiPeTel',  defended  the  vamegroa&d/ 
and  neariyin  tbe  saine  manner,  as  at  the  battle  of  Bcr<i 
gea.  Hii  left,  composed  of  French  troops,  ooc&pied  the 
Mnd-hills  oTerlooiing  both  the'plain,  and  tte  Triages 
ti{f  Campe,  Groete,  Schord.ai  fkctM  Beigea4  bciidet 
iriilch,  ib6  adritnced  post  of  Schi>reldttm,M  -the  head 
of  the  dike,  vas  strongly  fortified.  Ilie  Dnt«h  troops 
'irere  on  the  right,  and  chiefly  concetatrated  at  laa^ 
D&e  and'  Oade  Carspel,  which  points  of  4efeiKS0  Ira4 
twen  also  much  improved  by  additional  voikk.  tit* 
Brftlsh  and'Russian  movementa  were  condoeted  in  foor 
colamai.  That  on  the  right,  commanded  by  Sir  Balpb 
Aibetorombie,  was  to  march  along  the  tract  towards 
Egmont-op-Zeie,  in  order  to  torn  the  enraiy's  left  fladt.' 
'  The  second  column,  composed  wholly  of  Bassiaos, 
tmfler  General  D'Essen,  mandied  by.  the  Sleiper  Dike 
to  Camperdown,  and  then  defiled  off  at  tbe  fbot  of 
the  saiid-bllls  towards  Bergen.  A  detachmeot  irf  this 
o^umn,  ocmmianded  by  Oeneral  Sedmoratsky,-  pro- 
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JkX  halC-past  «ax»  the  right  column  matched  out  of 
'PettBU,  and  proceeded  aloug  the  Sea  Dike..  Its  ad- 
vanced guard,  being  .  Ck>lonel.  Macdonald's  reserre, 
imm^ately  ojttacked  and  carried  a  redoubt  in  front  of 
th^  viUaga  of  Campe,  from  whence, the  enemy  wer0 
diiyen,  as  well^as  from. the  heights  aboY0.  J!he  main 
body  of  the  first  column  was  conducted  at  the  same 
tim^  by  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  along  the  strand, 
tovraids  JEgmont-op-Zee.  The  road  leading  to  tkk 
sand-hiUa  being  thus  cleared  on  the  right,  the  centre 
GoIuiVEis  began  to  move.  The  Russians  advanced,  and 
dretw.  up  on  the  plain,  and  proceeded  to  attack  the 
enemy's  Uses  in  front  of  Schorel ;  but  General  Dun- 
das,  having  detached  a  part  of  the  third  colulun  to 
support  the  Russians,  marched  on  with  the  remainder, 
and  ascending  the  sand-hills  at  the  town  of  Campe, 
immediately  attacked  the  enemy,  who  were  posted  on 
the  heights.  The  latter  did  not  long  stand  the  con* 
flict,  but  retreated  precipitately  over  a  wide  range  of 
hills ;  and  in  the  pursuit,  the  regiments  composing  this 
brigade,  namely,  the  Queen's,  the  27th,  29th,  and  85th, 
became  unavoidably  separated. 

While  General  Coote's  brigade  and  Colonel  Mac- 
donald's reserve  were  thus  pushing .  one  division,  the 
enemy  maintained  the  contest  in  great  force  between 
Schorel  and  Schoreldam,  from  whence  and  the  dike 
he  kept  up  a  heavy  cannonade.  At  length,  about 
noon,  he  was  driven  from  this  position  by  the  Rus*r 
sian  column,  supported  by  the  gun-boats  on  the  canal, 
and  by  General  Burrard's  brigade,  which  last  took 
possession  of  Schoreldam. 

The  Duke  of  York,  perceiving  that  the  ttoops  on 
the  sand-hills  were  unequally  engaged,  and  needed 
support,  as  the  enemy,  in  retreating  towards  Bergen« 
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fioquenUy  rallied,  and  received  fresh  succours,  imme- 
diately ordered  the  Earl  of  Chatham  to  advance  from 
tiie  plain,  and  ascend  the  heights. 

This  movement  was  promptly  executed,  and  the 
brigade  arrived  critically  to  the  support  of.  the  85tii 
regiment;  after  which,  by  extending  its  line,  it  was 
enabled  to  outflsuak  the  enemy,  who  was  thus  driven 
ffom  the  left  range  of  hills,  and  forced  to  fake,  shelter 
in  the  woods,  where  he  again  rallied,  and  Attempted 
to  regain  his  position  on  the  heights,  by  a  particular 
pass  which  led  between  them.  This  pass  was  de- 
feuded  by  the  85th,  and,  notwithstanding  the'  reite- 
rated attempts  to  force  it,  that  gallant  corps  main- 
tained the  position  during  the  rest  of  the  day.  The 
27th  regiment  was  attacked  in  a  similar  manner ;  bat  the 
reception  which  the  enemy  met  with  proved  so  warm, 
that,  after  experiencing  one  repulse,  no  further  attack 
was  made.  It  was  now  three  in  the  afternoon,  when 
the  third  column  possessed  the  ranges  of  sand-hills 
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Egmont-op-Zee.  Here  on  the  hills,  which  rise  very 
hig^;  tbe  'teemy  had  posted  hii)  select  infantry,  while 
a  strong  body  of  cavalry  and  artillery  stood  drawn 
np^  on  the  beach,  obviously  determined  to  make  a 
resistance. 

NotwithstandiBg  this  formidable  appearance,  Gene- 
jral  Moore's  -brigade  charged  the  enemy's  strongest 
position,  and  were  received  with,  equal  firmness,  so 
that  a  most  sanguinary  contest  was  carried  on  till  the 
close  of  the  day.  On  this  occasion  the  92d  regiment 
particulmiy  distinguished  itself;  and  its  gallant  colonel, 
the  Marquis  of  Huntley,  was  struck  with  a  rifle«shot  in 
the  shonlder,  whfle  animating  his  men  to  the  charge. 
General  Moore  also  received  a  musket-shot  in  the 
thigh-;  which,  however,  did  not  prevent  him  from  con- 
tinuing his  exertions,  till  a  second  ball,  in  the  face, 
compelled  him  to  quit  the  field. 

But  it  was  chiefly  to  the  example,  and  orders  of  Sir 
Ralph  Abercrombie,  that  the  brave  column  owed  the 
success  which  crowned  its  efforts.  That  veteran  officer 
exposed  his  person  every  where,  amidst  showers  of 
bullets;  and  though  two  horses  were  shot  under  him, 
he  appeared  cool,  steady,  and  insensible  to  danger. 

Notwithstanding  the  dusk  of  evening  had  now  begun 
to  darken  the  earth,  the  enemy  resolved  to  make  an- 
other desperate  struggle.  Accordingly,  his  chasseurs 
advanced  with  spirit  in  the  face  of  the  British  column^ 
and  charged  the  artillery  with  such  impetuosity,  as  to 
carry  off*  in  triumph  two  of  the  guns.  But  this  success 
was  momentary;  for  some  squadrons  of  the  7th  and 
11th  light  Dragoons,  headed  by  Lord  Paget,  suddenly 
issued  out  from  a  recess  between  the  sand-hills,  and 
charged  the  French  so  furiously,  that  only  a  few  escaped, 
leaving  the  cannon  behind  them. 

2z 
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'  Abeirt  aoM-set  the  reserv*  joined  the  first  < 
HfMi  wbioh  the  eaemy  abandoned  the  grouvd,  and 
.retired  towards  Beverwydc.  i>imng  these  snooeasfitl 
."Dperatioiui,  the  colomn  stationed  on  the  left,  under 
Sir  James  Pulteney,  thongh  not  engaged^  kept  -  the 
Tight  of  the  enemy  in  awe,  and  prevented  any  detach- 
Vents  from  being  seat  to  the  support  of  the  Itik,  wliidi 
■Btood  in  the  ntmost  need  of  it. 

-  Although  the  action  was  in  effect  decided  before 
jdsriE,  it  was  not  till  break  of  day  the  nest  morning, 
,tiiat  the  en€3ny  withdrew  all  his  troops,  and  retreated 
'towards  Alkmaar. 

The  force  which  the  French  and  Dutch  brought  into 
motion  in  this  affair,  amounted  to  about  five-and- 
-twenty  thousand  men,  and  their  loss  was  supposed 
.to  be  at  least  three  thousand.  Seven  piercs  of  cannon 
and  three  hundred  prisoners  were  taken. 

On  the  part  of  the  allies,  the  principal  loss  was 
-With  the  English,  and  consisted  of  near  sixteen  bun- 
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tossioft  of  the  {places .  which  bad  been  abandoned  by 
the  eneiny ;  mimdiy^  Oade  Carspel,  Bergen^  Alkmaur, 
JBgmont^i^p-le  Hoof^  and  Egmont-op-Zee, 
V  Thu9  terminated  the  battle  of  Aikmaar^  which  proved 
more' decisive  tiian  could  haye  bemi  expected,  trom  the 
dwliaacy  and  numbers  of  the  enemy^  who  noiv  retifeed 
upon  his. last  position  in  North  Holland,, the  paw <ef 
Beverwyck ;  and  thus  left  the  whde  peninsula  in  the 
hands  of  the  victors. 

-  la  addition  to  the  preceding  account,  which,  bein^ 
pBhdal,  is  rather  dry,  it  may  be  proper  here  to  state, 
that  the  French,  although  in  possession  of  the  bill 
of  Camperdown,  an  elevation  of  more  than  three 
hundred  ieet,  made  no  resistance  to  the  first  attack 
of  the  British,  but  merely  fired  a  gun,  and  retired 
skirmishing.  When  the  advanced  brigades  gained 
possession  of  the  sand-hills,  the  main  column  pro-^ 
ceeded  forward  in  the  same  order ;  but  it  was  occa* 
sionally  obliged^  after  the  termination  of  the  dike,  to 
reduce  its  front,  on  account  of  the  narrowing  of  the 
beach,  as  the  tide  had  not  subsided ;  so  that  the  right 
fiank  of  the  cavalry  was  continually  in  the  water. 
Notwithstanding  these  inconveniences,  the  column 
went  on  without  interruption  six  or  seven  miles,  but 
much  harassed  and  fatigued  in  consequence  of  the 
heaviness  of  the  soil,  which  yielded  pvery  step  up  to 
the  ancle.  At  length  the  French,  having  lined  some 
high  hills  with  a  body  of  tiralleurs,  or  riflemen,  began 
to  keep  up  a  very  smart  fire  upon  the  British ;  and 
being  in  a  short  time  considerably  reinforced,  they 
gaDed  our  troops  from  almost  every  eminence  and 
outlet.  In  spite,  however,  of  the  tediousness  of.  the 
march,  and  this  formidable  resistance,  our  forces,  adr 
vanced  with  their  characteristic  ardour  and  persever- 
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once ;  and  though  perfectly  ignorant  of  ib»  nysUm^t 
sharp-shooting,  and  annoyed  on  all  sides  by  destnic* 
tive  weapons ;  though  every  moment  depmc)!  of  some 
of  their  officers,  who  were  wounded ;  and  aMioogb  tbey 
were  themselves  neither  equipped  for  light  semce,  nor 
had  the  advantage  of  a  particular  corps  for.  that  pui>^ 
pose;  the  troops  fought  their  way  forward  for  four 
miles,  under  all  these  unfavourable  circumstances^. 

To  have  an  idea  of  the  sand-hills,  the  reader  must 
conceive  in  his  mind  the  unequal  billows  of  a  tempes-^ 
tuous  sea.  A  very  loose  Ught  sand  forms  the  soil; 
and  the  hills,  by  frequently  running  in  paraUel  lines^ 
afforded  most  excellent  positions  for  the  enemy.  It 
was,  in  fact,  a  country,  of  aU  others  the  most  favours- 
able  to  the  French  mode  of  making  war ;  and  gave 
them  decided  advantages  over  an  invading  aimy. 
Our  system,  on  the  contrary,  and  &vourite  weapon, 
were  now  of  little  use.  The  movement  of  solid  lilies, 
and  the  imposing  aspect  of  a  charge  of  bayonets^  could 
not  be  injurious  to  troops  scattered  over  an  immense 
surface,  and  frequently  acfing  in  small  detached 
bodies,  which  alternately  occupied  and  aband<med  the 
eminences,  and  were  always  protected  by  the  long 
and  mischievous  shots  of  lurking  riflemen.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the^  latter  was  only  to  fire,  hide,  or  run,  as 
self-preservation,  assisted  by  skill  and  experi^ice, 
dictated. 

To  profit  by  disaster,  and  learn  lessons  firom  an 
enemy,  may  be  said  to  constitute  one  of  the  first 
qualities  of  a  general.  In  this  respect,  the  royal  com«^ 
mander  of  the  combined  army  was  not  deficient.  Ob- 
serving the  superiority  of  the  French  system,  and 
fteling  for  the  loss  which  it  produced  in  his  ranks,  be 
resolved  to  introduce,  when  occasion  offered,  the  rifle 
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praCtiee  into  the  British  service.  This  establishment 
accordingly  took  place  immediately  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  present  expedition,  and  selections  from 
diflferent  regiments  being  made  by  the  officers  of  the 
siecond  bri^de  t>f  the  Royals,  the  new  Rifle  corps  was 
placed  under  Ck>Ionel  Coote  Manningham  of  the  41st, 
MUke  chief,  and  Colonel  Stewart  of  the  67th  regiment^ 
as  the  second  in  command. 

But  to  return  to  the  state  of  the  army  in  North 
Holland.  Greneral  Moore's  brigade  having  suffered 
prodigiously^  both  in  men  and  officers,  regiments  from 
the  main  column  were  continually  sent  to  its  support, 
which  measure  became  indispensable,  as  the  forces  of 
the  enemy  increased  every  moment.  Only  the  92d 
regiment  and  some  of  the  Guards  remained  with  the 
cavalry  and  artillery  on  the  beach,  where  they  suffered 
very  much  by  a  galling  fire  from  the  hills,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  strong  body  of  the  French  appeared  on 
the  heights  above  Bergen. 

This  was  a  most  critical  moment;  for  the  British 
on  the  sand-hills  were  exhausted  by  fatigue,  and  were 
every  minute  weakened  in  numbers.  In  attempting  to 
storm  the  position  of  the  enemy,  they  were  driven 
back ;  notwithstanding  which,  their  natural  intrepidity 
seemed,  to  rise  in  proportion  as  the  resistance  they 
met  with  became  formidable  and ,  destructive.  They 
accordingly  renewed  the  attack  with  unabated  fury; 
and  although  their  ranks  were  tMnned  by  the  inces- 
sant  fire  of  the  French,  no  symptoms  of  fear  or  disorder 
appeared  among  them. 

At  this  critical  juncture,  when  the  79th  had  nearly 
lost  all  its  -men  without  making  any  visible  impres* 
sion  oh  the  enemy,  the  remainder  of  the  column  re- 
ceived orders  to  charge,  when  the  whole  pushed  up 
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tbe  heights  with  undannted  vigonr ;  and  rushing 
Aroagh  a  most  tremendous  fire,  drove  the  foe  from 
tbdr  {Kisition.  Oar  gaas  had  noceisiuil^  been  ad- 
vanced to  check  the  French  artillery,  and  two  troops 
of  the  16th  Li^ht  Dragoons  were  detached  to  guard 
the  cannon.  Lard  Paget,  who  commanded  the  ca< 
valry,  ordered  them  to  lie  concealed  in  the  first  gap 
of  the  sand-hills,  in  order  to  take  the  enemy  by  «ur- 
piiae>  should  any  attempt  be  made  to  seise  the  gnns. 
Vandamme,  the  French  general,  imagining  that  ou 
aruUory  was  nnprotccted,  determined  to  take  them, 
and  retrieve  the  day,  by  getting  in  the  rear  of  our 
nght;  accordingly,  five  hundred  cavalry  were  oidered 
to  charge  our  cannon,  of  which  they  soon  gained  pos- 
session ;  but  whilst  engaged  with  the  ortiUery  men, 
two  troops  of  the  15th  rushed  into  the  thickest  of  the 
enemy,  who  left  the  gons,  and  fled  in  all  directions. 

Ashamed,  however,  of  being  defeated  by  a  handful 
of  men,  the  rrciich  rallied,  iiiid  advanced  i 
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of  disoontmt,  leaving  their  provisions  on  the  beach; 
Itwas'thoiifht  that  there  would  have  been  a  JMittery 
to  attack  and  carry;  but  the  French  had  retired  alt(N 
gether  from  Egmon^  and  not  «ne  ^ras  to  be  seen  in 
a  pnnsuit  of  three  miles  ^  After  the  posts  in  front  had 
been  oconpied,  the  infantry  went  into  cantonments^ 
ooBsisting  of  barns  and  huts ;  but  the  cavalry  lay  .all  ' 
night  oh  the  beacfa^  and  were  again  without  waters 

IncrediUe  as  it  may  seem,  the  horses  were  fi£ty^ 
and  sottie  of  them  sixty  hours  without  hay  or  drinki 
The  whole  army,  indeed,  suffered  as  much  almost  as 
human  nature  could  endure,  but  victory  crowned  their 
exertions,  and  success  invigorated  their  courage. 

The  Duke  of  York,  in  his  official  despatch  to  govern-^ 
ment,  bore  this  handsome  testimony  to  the  merits  of 
the  troops  which  he  commanded : — "  Under  Divine 
Providence,  this  signal  victory  obtained  over  the 
enemy,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  animating  and  per- 
severing exertions  which  have  at  all  times  been  the 
characteristics  of  the  British  soldier ;  and  which  on 
no  occasion  were  ever  more  eminently  displatyed  :  not 
has  it  often  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  general  to  have 
such  just  cause  of  acknowledgment  foF  the  distin-* 
guished  support  he  that  day  experienced  from  the 
officers  undOT  his  command." 

On  the  British  troops  approaching  Alkmaar,  the 
gates  were  thrown  open,  the  Orange  flag  was  hoisted, 
and  the  bells  were  rung.  Stores,  forage,  and  provi'* 
sions,  in  abundance,  were  also  fbund ;  and  a  general 
change  in  the  municipal  govemment  took  place. 
.  With  this  progress  by  land,  the  flotilla  fitted  out  by 
Admiral  Mitchel  kept  equal  pace.  A  small' squadron, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Bolton,  of  the  Wolyoi^ 
rine,  proceeded    against   the  town  of  Lemmer,   the 
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garrison  of  which  made  some  shew  of  resistance,  but 
without  effect,  and  possession  was  immed^atelj'  taken 
by  a  party  of  two  handred  seamen,  who  were  attacked 
the  next  morning  on  all  sides  by  very  superior  num- 
bers. The  enemy,  however,  was  vigorously  repulsed 
with  considerable  loss ;  while  the  British  had  neither 
A  man  killed  or  wounded.  After  these  successes,  the 
flotilla  coasted  onwards  to  the  mouth  of  the  Pampus, 
leading  to  the  inlet  called  the  Wye,  or  Y,  where  it 
captured  four  gun-boats,  destined  for  the  defence  of 
Amsterdam. 

The  enemy  now  concentrated  all  his  forces,  appa- 
rently with  the  determination  to  risk  another  general 
engagement,  for  the  preservation  of  his  strong  position 
near  Beverwyck,  situated  at  the  head  of  the  Wye, 
which  divides  North  from  South  Holland.  This  estu- 
ary communicates  with  the  Lake  of  Haorlem,  a  few 
miles  to  the  west  of  Amstradam,  by  works  of  such  a 
stupendous  construction,  that  all  the  waters  of  the 
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Bi«SBiaiiB;<  and  the  encmy^  at  the  same  time,  briDging 
upi  firesh  forcesi  the  action,  though  not  intended  to  have 
been  fought  on.  that  day^  became  general  ahmg  the 
whole  line,  and  was  contested  with  fury  on  both  sides.; 
4  About  two>  m  the  afternoon,  the  French  cavalry^  Jed 
on  by  G^ieral  Brune,  attacked  the  advanced  Bcittsii 
and  Bussian  lines  with  such  impetuosity,  that  the 
ngiM  a»d  centre  began  to  give  way,  and  retire  vUpon 
the  villages  of  Egmont.  There,  however,  the  allied 
colnmnis  made  a  determined  stand,  and  vigorously 
repulsed  the  enemy.  Meanwhile  the  brigade  of  Gene- 
ral Coote  had  marched  out  of  Bergen,  and  passing  by 
Alkmaar,  todL  up  a  position  at  Lemmen,  which  it 
maintained  the  whole  day,  and  kept  the  enemy  eifec- 
tually  in  check  on  that  side.       % 

Though  the  evening  set  in  with  a  deluge  of  rain, 
the  engagement  continued  with  variable  success,  but 
unabating  obstinacy.  Even  the  increasing  darkness, 
combined  with  the  tempestuous  weather,  did  not  ter- 
minate the  conflict.  The  fire  of  the  musketry  was 
incessant,  and  became  quite  vivid,  running  along 
the  undulating  line  of  the  hills,  and  extending  into 
the  plain,  in  diflerent  directions,  whilst  the  murky 
atmosphere  was  occasionally  illuminated  by  flashes 
of  artillery  and  the  light  of  exploding  shells*  •  At 
length  about  ten  o'clock  the  firing  ceased,  and  the 
enemy  abandoned  the  field.  The  British  and  Russian 
troops  lay  on  their  arms  all  night,  occupying  the 
ground  where  the  action  terminated,  a  little  to  the 
south  of  the  villages  of  Egmont;  the  enemy  falling 
back  upon  his  positions  at  Beverwyck. 

In  this  battle  many  brave  and  valuable  men  were 
killed  or  wounded.  Majof^general  Hutchinson, /ire* 
ceived  a  rifle-ball  in  his  tUgb;   €<^nel  Bainbridgt 
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(rf'the  20tb,  and  Colonel  Dickson  of  the  4ih,  fell  during 
the  action ;  and  Ccdonel  Maitland  of  the  Guards,  and 
Uijor  Campbell  of  the  aOth,  died  afterwaids  of  their 
wounds. 

'  The  r^;unents  that  suffered  most,  were  Ae  third 
battalion  of  the  1st  Guards,  the  three  battalions  of  the 
4&  foot,  the  two  battalions  of  the  20lh^  and  the  31sl 
and  63d  regiments.  The  loss  of  the  British,  in  killed, 
iroanded,  and  missing,  amounted  to  upwards  of  four- 
teen hundred,  includii^  seventy  officers.  That  of  the 
Bussiaos  was  between  eleven  and  twelve  hundred. 

Five  hundred  prisoners,  mostly  Dutch,  were  taken; 
■  but  of  the  actual  loss  sustained  by  the  enemy,  no 
estimate  could  be  formed,  that  being  a  point  up<»i 
which  the  French  always  obser\-ed  a  profound  se- 
crecy- 

:  The  aUied  army  was  now  placed  in  circnmstancos 
Ithat  required  uncommon  talents  and  fortitude.  Directly 
toscd  to  it.  luv  a  vigiiinit  and  powerful  enerov.  in  a 
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was  dismally  Aatk,  and  the  rain  fell  in  torrents.  In 
this  situation  the  arrangements  were  at  length  effected^ 
but  in  great  coitfusion,  and  about  ten  o*c]ock  the  whole 
army  was  in  full  retreat,  the  right  wing  proceeding 
towards  Petten  along  the  sea  shore,  and  the  rest  by 
Alkmaar.  Fires  had  been  previously  kindled  on  the 
heights,  to  deceive  the  enemy ;  and  upon  the  whole,  the 
retreat  was  conducted  with  more  order  than  could  well 
have  been  expected.  The  intense  darkness  was  still 
accompanied  by  deluges  of  rain;  so  that  the  whole 
country  was  a  quagmire ;  and  the  firmest  footing  lay 
in  the  pools  of  water. 

Notwithstanding  these  dangers  and  difficulties,  the 
greater  part  of  the  troops  arrived  safely  at  their  old 
quarters  near  the  Zype,  on  the  evening  of  the  8th ;  and 
those  who  had  been  kept  back  by  fatigue,  or  other 
circumstances,  came  in  on  the  following  day.  The 
medium  length  of  this  harassing  march,  was  about 
thirty  miles.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  discovered  that 
the  allied  army  had  retrograded,  some  regiments^of 
French  chasseurs  were  despatched  to  observe  its 
motions.  These  cavalry  shewed  themselves  within 
cannon-shot  of  the  British  advanced  posts,  and  were 
enabled  to  make  some  prisoners,  among  whom  were 
about  three  hundred  women,  who  were  sent  to  Amster- 
dam ;  but,  after  being  kept  there  three  days,  obtained 
permission  to  return ;  and  the  children  amongst  them 
were  both  tenderly  used,  and  •  presented  with  new 
clothes. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  the  combined  British  aiid 
Russians  occupied  all  their  old  posts;  and  the  enemy 
at  the  same  time  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Alkmaar; 
from  whence,  on  the  following  day,  he  commenced 
offensive  oncrations  by  an  attack  upon  Winckel  and 
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Drixhom.  The  former  post  was  defended  with  great 
spirit  by  Prince  William  of  Gloncester,  at  the  head 
t£  the  30th  regiment;  which,  however,  after  some 
execution,  was  obliged  to  retire.  In  consequence  of 
the  loss  of  this  post,  it  became  expedient  to  inundate 
part  of  the  country  to  the  left  of  Schagen. 
'  As,  however,  every  thing  indicated  the  speedy  ap- 
proach of  a  rigorons  winter;  and  it  was  impossible 
that  an  invading  army  could  be  mtdntained  until 
spring,  in  an  impoverished  country,  and  opposed  by  a 
saperior  force,  furnished  with  all  the  requisites  for 
active  operations ;  it  was  determined  to  withdraw  the 
combined  troops  from  North  Holland,  and  to  return 
to  England  as  expeditionsly  as  possible. 

To  carry  this  resolution  into  effect,  two  expedients 
only  were  to  be  considered.  Either  to  lay  the  whole 
country  under  water,  or  to  negociate  an  armistice  with 
the  enemy.  The  former  measnre  was  thoroughly  prac- 
ticable ;  bnt  as  it  would  have  plunged  the  unoffending 
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That  in  this  situation,  with  cantonments  amply  adequate  to 
the  amount  of  our  forces,  having  an  uninterrupted  and  certain 
means  of  keeping  up  our  communication  with  England,  and 
masters  as  we  are  of  the  Helder,  the  Texel,  the  Zuyder  Zee,  and 
the  ocean,  it  depends  upon  us  either  to  await  the  period  when 
a  favourable  change  of  weather  and  of  circumstances  may  enable 
us  to  renew  offensive  operations,  or  to  withdraw  our  army  by 
degrees,  and  without  risk,  from  this  country;  retaining  possession 
of  such  detached  pomts  as  might  be  judged  most  favourable  for 
annoying  the  enemy,  or  for  securing  real  advantage  to  our- 
selves. ^ 

In  the  event  of  our  recurring  to  this  last-mentioned  measure, 
it  will  become  our  duty  to  neglect  no  means  which  can  con- 
tribute to  the  preservation  of  the  brave  troops  entrusted  to  our 
care ;  and  for  this  purpose,  (however  distressing,  however  ruinous 
to  the  inhabitants  and  to  the  country,  the  alternative  may  be,)  we 
shall  be  compelled  to  avail  ourselves  of  those  dreadful  expedients 
which  it  is  in  our  power  to  adopt.  Having  perfectly  at  our 
disposal  the  sea  dikes,  both  towards  the  ocean  and  the  Zuyder 
Zee,  as  well  as  the  interior  dikes ;  we  should,  in^  that  case,  be 
reduced  to  the  terrible  necessity  of  inundating  the  whole  country 
of  North  Holland ;  and  of  adding  to  this  calamity  every  destruc- 
tive evil  which  must  necessarily  result  from  an  attempt  to  force 
or  interrupt  our  retreat.  We  should,  under  such  circumstances, 
also  be  constrained  to  make  use  of  the  ample  means  we  possess, 
of  rendering  the  navigation  of  the  Zuyder  Zee  henceforth  im- 
practicable, by  obstructing  the  Mars  Diep,  and  destroying  the 
Nieuve  Diep, — works  upon  which  so  many  years'  labour,  and 
such  immense  sums,  have  been  expended. 

Our  system  of  carrying  on  war  having,  on  all  occasions,  been 
governed  by  the  most  liberal  principles,  necessity,  and  the 
strongest  sense  of  duty,  could  alone  induce  us  to  adopt  a 
system  repugnant  to  the  sentiments  which  have  ever  directed 
the  conduct  of  the  English  nation.  From  these  considerations, 
and  from  our  persuasion  that  General  Brune  and  the  Dutch 
people  must  be  actuated  by  similar  motives,  and  equally  desirous 
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to  prevent  an  useless  effusion  of  blood,  by  the  amicable  arrange- 
ment of  a  point  which  is  perhaps  the  object  of  both  parties ; 
and  from  our  anxiety,  in  case  of  a  different  result,  to  stand 
justified  to  the  whole  universe,  from  whatever  destruction  may 
in  consequence  devolve  upon  this  country,  we  propose  and 
offer  to  General  Brune,  and  to  the  Batavian  Republic, — ^That 
the  English  and  Russian  troops  shall  evacuate,  before  the  end 
of  November  next,  all  the  coasts,  the  islands,  and  the  interior 
navigation,  of  Holland,  without  committing  any  act  detrimental 
to  the  great  sources  of  its  navigation,  or  laying  the  country 
under  any  inundations:  for  this  purpose,  we  propose,  that  a 
suspension  of  hostilities  shall  take  place  until  the  period  above 
specified ;  that,  during  this  interval,  we  shall  remain  in  full 
possession  of  all  the  points,  and  of  the  whole  extent  of  country 
we  occupy  at  this  moment;  that  the  line  of  the  respective 
advanced  posts  shall  also  be  that  of  separation  between  the 
two  armies ;  and  that  this  line  shall  not,  under  any  pretence, 
be  passed  by  the  troops  of  either,  even  in  the  event  of  our 
choosing  to  retire  from  any  part  of  our  present  position,  or  of 
our  quitting  it  altogether. — ^That  during  the  above-mentioned 
interval,  no  interference  shall  be  allowed,  nor  any  objections  be 
started,  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  either  of  the  parties 
within  the  Uroits  of  their  respective  possessions;  and  that  all 
the  rights  of  war  (every  act  of  hostility  excepted)  shall  continue 
mutually  in  force. — ^That  we  will  grant  to  the  persons  and^ 
property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  occupied  by  us,  every 
protection  consistent  with  discipline,  in  the  circumstances  under 
which  we  are  placed,  and  all  the  advantages  which  the  conduct 
generally  observed  by  British  troops  entitles  them  to  expect  on 
such  an  occasion. — If  these  proposals  accord  with  the  wishes, 
and  are  conformable  to  the  intentions,  of  General  Brune,  there 
can  be  no  difficulty  whatever  in  carrying  them  into  execution 
in  three  days  from  die  date  hereof. 

By  Order  of  his  Royal  Highness, 

the  Commander-in-Chief. 

H.  Taylor,  Sec. 
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The  reply  of  the  French  general  was  as  follows  :— 

The  Duke  of  York,  commander-in-chief  of  the  English  army, 
proposes  that  a  cessation  of  hostilities  shall  take  place,  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  approach  of  the  inclement  season.  He  promises 
to  withdraw  from  the  Batavian  territory,  between  the  present 
period  and  the  end  of  November  next,  the  whole  army  under 
his  command ;  and  consents  that  no  damage  shall  be  committed, 
no  sluices  opened,  or  dikes  broken  up,  on  condition  of  his  retreat 
not  bdng  molested  by  the  French  and  Batavian  army.  These 
motives  would  not  have  been  brought  forward  by  the  Duke  of 
York,  if  he  had  considered  himself  possessed  of  means  su£Bcient 
for  advancing  into  the  country;  for,  in  that  case,  he  would  have 
had  the  facihty  of  extending  his  quarters,  of  procuring  subsist- 
ence, and,  in  short,  of  placing  himself  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
inconveniencies  arising  from  the  unfavourable  season.  We 
ought  consequently  to  look  to  advantages  in  an  arrangement, 
proportionate  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  forces  under  his  com* 
mand.  The  terms  proposed  by  the  Duke  of  York,  cont&in 
nothing  but  what  would  be  the  necessary  result  of  .a  cessation 
of  hostilities.  It  can  scarcely,  be  supposed  that  the  Duke  of 
York  will  cause  the  dikes  to  be  destroyed,  the  country  to  be 
inundated,  and  the  villages  to  be  burnt,  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  committing  such  acts  of  violence, — as  such  conduct  would  be 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  war,  and  must  draw  upon  him  the  repro- 
bation of  all  Europe,  and  of  his  own  nation.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, evident,  that  the  Duke  of  York  would  confine  himself  to 
such  measures  as  might  be  useful  to  his  own  army,  or  detrimental 
to  ours ;  but  we  look  upon  such  accidents  as  inseparaUe  from  a 
state  of  war.  No  object  of  advantage  to  us  appears,  therefore,  to 
result  from  the  proposals  which  have  been  made.  Since,  how- 
ever, the  sufferings  of  humanity  come  under  the  consideration 
hi  the  Duke  of  York,  General  Brune  is  ready  to  meet  this  honour- 
able feeling ;  and,  in  doing  so,  declares  that  the  following  stipu* 
lattoas,  on  which  he  offers  to  consent  to  a  suspension  of  hostile 
ties,  are  so  obviously  just,  that  he  cannot  depart  from  them : — 
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Art  I.  The  BaUviaD  fleet,  which  was  sunetidered  to  Admiral 
Mitchel  by  Admiral  Story,  shall  be  restored  to  the  Bataviaa 
Republic,  with  its  stores  and  crews.  In  case  the  Duke  of  York 
thall  not  be  invested  with  sufficient  power  to  cranply  with  this 
•rtide,  hia  royal  highness  shall  engage  to  obtain  from  his  court 
an  equivalent  compensation. 

Alt.  II.  Fifteen  thousand  prisoners  of  war,  French  and  Bata- 
-  vians,  detained  in  England,  shall  be  conditionally  released  and 
MBt  home.  The  mode  of  selection,  and  the  proportion  for  each 
CtHmtiy,  to  be  settled  between  the  governments  of  the  two 
repablics.  The  Batavian  admiral,  De  Winter,  shall  be  constdered 
•■.exchanged.  Hiis  article  shall  in  no  degree  prejudice  or  bter- 
fere  with  the  cartel  of  exchange  at  present  established. 

Art  III.  The  batteries  and  fort  of  the  Helder  shall  be  re- 
stored in  the  condition  in  which  they  were  found  at  the  period 
of  the  invasion  of  the  English  and  Russian  army.  An  officer  of 
artillery  shall  be  sent  to  the  Helder,  by  General  Brune,  to  we 
that  this  article  is  complied  with. 

Art.  IV.  The  army  under  the  ooBmand  of  the  Duke  of  York 
shall,  within  forty-eight  hours,  encute  the  poMtkm  of  the  Zype; 
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.  Act.  Vil.  To  ^oa^antM  the  execastion  of  theie  articbs,  hos- 
tages shall  be  giren  by  the  Duke  of  YoriL,  to  be  sdected 
AouKigst  the  officers  of  rank  in  his  annjr. 

By  Order  of 

Gei^£i^al  Brune, 

Commander-in-chief  of  the  combined 
French  and  Batavian  army. 

Vevey,  Sec. 

After  considering  this  explanatory  note,  his  royal 
highness  the  commandef-in-ehief  sent  back  General 
Knox  ^th  the  following  Answer,  and  fiill  powers  to 
settle  every  point  relating  to  his  mission. 

Head-quarters,  Schagenbnrg,  Oct  17. 

•  > 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  coofimander-iii-chief 
of  the  combined  English  and  Russian  nrtajy  proposed  to  General 
Brune,  commander-in-chief  of  the  French  axid  Batavian  ^umy, 
an  arrangement  equally  to  the  advantage  of  both  parties,  origi- 
nating m  his  desire  to  prevent  the  further  efiusion  of  bloody  and 
to  preserve  ih»  country  from  the  terrible  effects  of  an  inun« 
dation,  as  also  from  the  destruction  of  the  best  of  its  ports, 
involving  the  total  ruin  of  the  principal  channel  of  its  interior 
navigation  and  commerce. — In  answer  to  which,  General  Bmne 
observes,  that  he  cannot  imagine  his  Royal  Highness  will  recur 
to  measures  not  less  revolting  to  humanity  than  repugnant  to 
the  character  of  the  British  nation,  and  to  the  general  feehng  of 
all  Europe. — Devastation  or  destruction  is  certainly  incompa- 
tible with  the  character  and  with  the  uniform  conduct  of  theT 
English  nation ;  and  as  little  do  either  accord  with  the  dispo« 
sition  of  his  royal  highness  the  commander-in-chief;  but  there 
are  duties  peremptorily  prescribed  by  the  nature  of  pcuticul^ 
situations,  the  odium  of  which  must  faHH,  not  on  those  who  exe- 
cnte,  but  on  such  as  render  the  measures  necessary,  by  rejecting 
tbe  conditions  of  a  just  and  honouraMe  agreement.     Deeply 
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impressed  with  what  is  due  to  his  country  on  the  one  hand, 
and  to  the  claims  of  humanity  on  the  other, — persuaded  like- 
wise, that  General  Brune  is  equally  guided  by  these  sentiments, 
his  royal  highness  has  taken*  his  proposals  into  consideration^ 
and  consents  to  abide  by  the  agreement  as  it  stands  in  the 
answers  annexed  to  the  different  articles. 

Major-general  Knox,  who  is  charged  therewith,  is  authorized 
to  sign  and  conclude  this  agreement,  as  well  as  to  arrange 
any  points  of  detail  which  may  arise  out  of  it.  It  being  the 
duty  of  every  officer  commanding  his  Britannic  Majesty's  troops, 
to  make  an  exact  report  of  whatever  relates  to  his  command, 
his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York  will,  of  course,  lay  before 
the  British  government  every  communication  which  has  taken 
place  between  his  royal  highness  and  General  Brune. 

Answer  to  Art.  I. — His  royal  highness  will  on  no  account 
treat  upon  this  article,  the  execution  of  which,  it  must  be  evident 
to  both  parties,  is  impossible. 

Answer  to  Art.  II. — ^This  demand  appears  to  rest  upon  a  sup* 
posed  loss  the  combined  army  must  sustain,  should  its  embark- 
ation be  resolved  upon.  It  is  by  no  means  admitted  that  such 
would  be  the  result;  but  as,  in  the  event  of  the  army's  carrying 
on  the  campaign  during  the  winter,  the  loss  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  men  must  naturally  be  expected,  his  royal  highness, 
influenced  by  this  consideration,  agrees  to  promise,  in  the  name 
of  the  British  government,  that  five  thousand  French  and  Bata- 
vian  prisoners,  the  proportion  of  each  to  be  regulated  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  article,  shall  be  unconditionally  released  and 
sent  home.     Nothing  further  in  this  article- can  be  agieed  to. 

Answer  to  Art  III.— The  fort  and  batteries  of  the  Helder  will 
be  left,  generally  considered,  in  an  improved  state.  None  of  the 
Dutch  artillery  shall  be  carried  away. 

Answer  to  Art.  IV.— On  no  account  will  it  be  considered  that 
the  army  shall  be  withdrawn  from  the  position  of  Zype,  until 
every  preparation  requisite  to  render  its  embarkation  easy  and 
comi>lete  can  be  arranged  at  the  Helder.  It  must  be  evident, 
that  it  cannot  be  desirable  that  any  delay  should  take  place  'A 
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this  respect.  No  addition  shall  be  made  to  the  works  at  the 
Zype,  and  persons  properly  authorized  shall  be  admitted  from 
time  to  time,  to  ascertain  and  report  upon  this  point,  for  the 
satisfaction  of  General  Brune ;  'but  no  armed  detachment  will 
be  permitted  to  approach,  or  to  take  post,  nearer  than  they 
already  are  to  our  position.  It  must  be  further  understood  that, 
on  his  part.  General  Brune  will  not  allow  any  approaches  or 
offensive  preparations  to  be  carried  on ;  and  that  the  French 
and  Batavian  army  shall  remain  in  the  line  of  advanced  posts 
which  it  occupies  at  present,  which  shall  also  be  the  line  of 
separation  between  the  two  armies  respectively. 

Answer  to  Art  V.— The  embarication  of  the  English  and 
Russian  troops  will  take  place  with  all  possible  expedition ;  and 
at  this  season  of  the  year  any  unnecessary  delay  will  naturally 
be  avoided  as  much  as  possible ;  and  to  prevent  any  difficulty, 
or  future  discussion  upon  this  point,  it  is  proposed  that  the 
suspension  of  hostilities  shall  be  limited  to  the  end  of  the  month 
of  November  next,  in  order  to  secure  sufficient  time  for  the  com- 
plete evacuation  of  the  country,  which,  however,  shall  be  effected 
sooner  if  practicable. 

Answer  to  Art.  VI. — ^The  ships  of  war,  or  other  vessels  imme- 
diately expected  with  reinforcements  for  the'  combined  English 
and  Russian  army,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  sent,  shall  not 
land  their  troops,  but  shall  put  to  sea  again  as  soon  as  possible. 

Answer  to  Art.  VII. — Hostages  shall  be  reciprocally  given,  to 
be  selected  among  the  officers  of  rank  of  the  two  armies,  to 
guarantee  the  execution  of  this  agreement. 

By  Order  of  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York, 
commander-in-chief  of  the  combined  English 
and  Russian  army. 

H.  Taylor,  Sec. 

.  General  Ejiox,  on  repairing  to  the  French  head 
quarters^  found  the  greatest  disposition  on  the  part  of 
General  Bruno  to  enter  promptly  into  an  amicable 
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agreemetat ;  iHit  in  flu  mtan  time  a  letter  came  firon 
tbo:  Dutch  directory,  insisting  on  die  deHvering  of  the 
flMt  asami«9uanf>».  Ontbeartioleof  prisiHiers  to  be 
mtored,  the  French  general  consented  to  lower  the 
ftmnber  to  eight  thonmnd ;  irhicfa  proposal  met  with 
tiie  aasent  of  his  royal  hl^ness,  who,  howerer,  peiemp- 
torily  refosed  to  yfdd  on  the  other  point,  declaring,  that 
father  than  give  up  the  shipping,  he  would  abide  all 
cdnseqaence9,  and  pnt  an  immediate  end  to  the  nego-  ' 
(dation.  This  spirited  resolve  had  its  effect,  the  Dutch 
government  abandoned  their  demand  ;  the  other  terms 
fvere  ai^usted  tiithout  dlSicuIty,  and  on  the  18th  ctf 
October,  the  agreement  being  concluded  at  Alkmaar, 
hostilities  ceased.  General  Knox  being  to  remain  as 
a  hostage,  till  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipolations. 

On  the  2Sd  the  detacbnunts  of  cavalry  b^rau  to 
enhai^  at  the  Nienve  Dii^  and  weiespeedily  f<dlowcd 
>y  the  other  troops,  who  narebed  saccessirdy  into 
the  Helder,  as  the  transports  were  got  ready  for  their 
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combined  foreM  had  taft  tiie  Texd ;  pnd  though  some 
cagaalties  happeiied,  they  -were  less  than  might  have 
b«en  expected  fiom  the  extent  of  the  embarkatioii 
Mid  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

Thus  ended  an  enterparise  wUdi  had  excited  nnn 
Tergal  ohsenratimi  ftom  its  magntlnde  and  direction^ 
thtd  it  failed  of  nltimate  success^  was^  how^yer^ 
not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  considering  the  delay 
which  took  placCj*  and  the  lateness  of  the  season  when 
the  principal  operations  commenced.  Over  these 
causes  the  commander-in-chief  had  no  control;  and 
it  was  allowed  on  all  hands,  even  by  thoise  persons 
who  were  more  disposed  to  find  faults  than  to  excuse 
errors,  that  the  military  plan  was  well  digested,  and 
admirably  calculated  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
intended  object. 

Little  doubt  indeed  can  be  made,  that,  had  the  ex- 
pedition been  despatched  earlier,  and  all  the  forces 
landed  on  an  extensive  field,  where  they  could  have 
operated  with  efiect,  the  result  would  have  been  more 
favourable  to  the  cause  which  the  British  government 
contemplated, — that  of  delivering  Holland  from  the 
dominion  of  France.  Even  as  it  was,  we  may  say 
with  the  author  of  the  only  authentic  narrative  ever 
published  of  the  expedition,  and  which  we  have  closely 
followed,  many  important  advantages  were  gained ; — 
an  hostile  navy,  being  the  last  remnant  of  the  mari- 
time power  of  a  nation  which  once  rivalled  England 
on  the  ocean,  was  brought  away ; — a  considerable 
army,  which  the  French  could  at  no  time  so  badly 
spare,  was  separated  from  the  great  theatre  of  the 
war ;— and,  in  addition,  the  campaign  in  Holland  was 
productive  of  experience  and  reputation  to  the  British 
army. 
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Heretofore  these  troops  had  acted  only  in  a  subor- 
dinate and  secondary  rank  on  the  Earopean  continent, 
bnt  in  this  instance  they  were  principals;  and  an- 
qnestionably  their  intrepid  valour  in  the  field,  thdf 
moderation  end  humanity  in  Tictory,  and  their  forti- 
tude onder  adverse  circumstances,  reflected  a  peima- 
neat  Instre  on  themselves  and  the  serrice  to  which 
the^  belonged. 
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.  VIIL 


FROM   A.  D.   1799  TO  1802. 

* 

Conjunct  expeditions  which  fail  of  success,  generally 
give  rise  to  disputes,  each  commander  endeavouring 
to  throw  the  blame  of  miscarriage  upon  one  or  other 
of  his  colleagues.  In  the  present  instance,  the  British 
chief,  though  he  had  reason  enough  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  conduct  of  his  foreign  auxiliaries,  was  so  far 
from  taking  the  advantage  which  his  rank  and  situa- 
tion afforded,  that  he  made  it  his  business  to  intercede 
with  the  emperor  of  Russia  on  behalf  of  the  troops 
that  had  fallen  under  his  imperial  displeasure.  It 
has  already  been  stated,  that  General  D'Essen,  in  his 
public  and  private  despatches,  made  the  most  unjust 
reflections  first  upon  the  British  government,  and  next 
upon  his  own  soldiers,  all  of  whom  he  taxed  with  dis- 
orderly conduct  in  the  late  campaign ;  the  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  Paul,  who  always  acted  upon  the 
impulse  of  passion,  broke  the  very  regiments  which 
had  done  their  duty,  and  even  veated  his  wrath  upon 
others  who  had  not  been  disembarked  when  the  battles 
occurred  which  gave  occasion  for  censure.  As  soon 
as  Count  Woronzow,  the  Russian  ambassador  at  the 
court  of  London,  and  who  also  held  high  military 
rank  in  his  country's  service,  was  apprized  of  this 
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indiscriniiaate  condemnation,  he  immediately  waited 
upon  the  Duke  of  Yoric,  to  obtain  from  bis  royal  high- 
uess  an  exact  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  foreign 
troops  that  had  been  under  his  command  in  Holland. 
Snch,  however,  was  the  promptitude  of  the  Doke,  and 
his  anxious  wish  to  rescue  brave  and  worthy  men 
from  anmerited  reproach,  that  without  waiting  for  an 
application  from  the  count,  he  had  already  written  and 
sent  to  his  excellency  the  following  explicit  and  satis- 
fiictory  statement  of  what  be  personally  knew  of  the 
Russian  troops  in  the  late  expedition : — 

Jaimary  14,  1800. 
"Having  learnt,  with  the  greatest  concern,  that  his 
Imperial  Majesty,  in  conseqacnce  of  inaccurate  and 
uncertain  reports,  haa  signified  bis  displeasare  to  tl>e 
frhole  of  the  Russian  troops  who  had  been  in  Hol- 
land, I  think  it  my  duty,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure,  to 
do  jostice  to  several  legimenta,  who.  in  diffeieut 
actions  with  the  enemy,  have  evinced  as  moch  order 
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troops  had  landed^  on  which  account  they  could  not 
join  the  army  till  after  the  unfortunate  battle  ef  the 
19tb;  but  in  the'  actions  of  the  2d  and  6th  they  dis- 
tinguished themselves/  as  did  also  the  regiment  of 
Emrne^  by  order  and  bravery. 

'^I  have  been  an  eye-witness  of  the  order  and  bra- 
very with  which  all  these  corps  fought  against  the 
enemy^  and  have  always  testified  to  them  my  satis- 
faction ;  it  was,  therefore,  with  regret  I  observed  that 
they  had  incurred  his  Imperial  Majesty's  displeasure^ 
which  would  not  have  been  the  case  had  theii'  praise- 
wortiiy  behaviour  been  properly  represented.  I  should 
certainly  not  have  omitted  to  write  myself  to ,  his 
Imperial  Majesty,  had  I  not  been  afraid  to  discom- 
mode him ;  but  since  I  know  how  much  his  Imperial 
Majesty  is  attached  to  his  army,  and  with  what  satis- 
faction he  administers  justice  to  every  individual,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  apply  to  your  Excellency,  as 
commander-in-chief  of  the  Russian  troops  in  Eng- 
land, persuaded  that  you  will  feel  with  me  how  pain- 
ful it  must  be  to  these  brave  soldiers  to  have  done 
their  duty,  and  nevertheless  to 'be  loaded  with  the 
displeasure  of  his  Imperial  Majesty ;  and  that  you  will 
omit  nothing  in  your  reports  to  his  Imperial  Majesty, 
to  do  justice  to  those  who  have'  rendered  themselves 
deserving  of  it." 

(Signed)        "  Frederick." 

This  testimonial,  though  addressed  to  the  ambas- 
sador, was  intended  for  the  emperor ;  upon  whom  it 
had  so  far  a  salutary  effect,  that  he  caused  the  regi- 
ment named  Sawalischin  to  be  restored,  and  to  have 
new  colours,  bearing  a  honourable  inscription  of  its 
bravery. 

3  c 
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It  is  rather  remaikable,  however,  ttiat  about  the 
time  when  the  Duke  of  Yoric  waa  tbos  sponta- 
neously engaged  in  rescuing  foreign  soldiws  from 
unmerited  disgrace,  he  should  be  called  od,  infitmmen- 
tally,  to  disband  a  British  r^ment.  The  corps  which 
underwent  this  heavy  judgment,  was  the  Sth,oi  Royal 
Irish  Dragoons',  and  as  the  occasion  was  remarkable, 
tiie  particulars  may  not  be  undeserving  of  detail  in  this 
place. 

The  r^ment  had  served  with  great  credit  in  the 
late  rebellion,  on  the  suppression  of  which  it  went 
into  winter  quarters  at  the  barracks  of  Lehaiins- 
tovrn ;  but  soon  after,  an  order  was  received  for  the 
strength  of  the  corps  to  proceed  to  Dublin,  leaving  a 
few  men  of  each  troop  to  take  charge  of  the  heavy 
baggage,  sick  men,  and  horses.  The  officers  who 
commanded  them  were  also  directed  to  receive  eligible 
recraits.  Many  fine-looking  young  fellows  were  ac- 
cordingly enlisted ;  particularly  at  a  place  called  Cas- 
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this  black  affair^  and  tbe  massacre  of  every  officer  and 
soldier  was  only  prevented  one  hour  before  the  atro- 
cious deed  was  to  have  taken  place.  The  conspirators, 
were  seized,  and  suffered  according  to  their  deserts. 
The  whole  corps,  however,  fell  under  such  strong 
suspicion,  that  orders  were  sent  for  its  removal  t6 
Chatham,  where,  after  a  particular  investigation  of 
the  drcnmstances,  the  negligence  of  the  officers,  and 
the  want  of  discipline  among  the  men,  produced  a 
Toyal  decision,  by  which  the  entire  establishment  was 
dissolved,  and  all  the  privates  were  drafted  into  other 
regiments. 

The  year  1800  began  with  two  constitutional  changes 
of  eventful  importance.  The  first  was  the  conversion 
of  the  French  republic  into  a  state  approaching  to  a 
monarchy;  for  though  the  government  was  confided  to 
three  consuls  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  the  real 
authority  was  engrossed  by  the  first,  who  had  power  to 
promulge  laws,  and  appoint  the  members  of  the  council 
of  state,  as  well  as  all  military  and  naval  officers.  This 
high  station  was  seized  by  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  who 
signalized  his  accession  to  the  dignity  by  announcing 
tbe  fact  in  a  letter  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  inviting 
him  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation  for  peace.  This  epis* 
tie  was  accompanied  with  a  brief  note  from  Talley- 
rand, the  French  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  to  Lord 
Grenville ;  who  replied,  on  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  at 
much  greater  length,  stating,  ''  that  no  reliance  could 
be  placed  on  the  mere  renewal  of  general  professions 
of  pacific  dispositions,  which  had  been  repeatedly  heU 
out  by  all  those  who  successively  directed  the  re- 
sources of  France  to  the  destruction  of  lEnro^.'* 

It  was  next  observed,  that  his  Majesty*  would 
greatly  rejoice  to  find  that  the  neceitsity  of  resistance 


388  MEMOIR   OP  THE    DUKE   OP    YORK. 

vas  at  an  end ;  which,  howeveF,  would  not  be  till  alt 
the  gigantic  projectg  of  ambition,  that  endangered  the 
existence  of  civil  society,  were  relinqaishcd  on  the 
part  of  France ;  a  change  that  was  only  to  be  deter- 
mined by  experience  and  the  evidence  of  facts. 

"The  best  and  most  natural  pledge  of  the  reality 
and  permanence  of  such  a  change,"  it  was  then  said, 
"  would  be  the  restoration  of  that  line  of  princes 
which  for  so  many  centuries  maintained  the  French 
nation  in  prosperity  at  home,  and  in  consideration  and 
respect  abroad : — such  an  event  would  at  once  have 
removed,  and  at  any  time  would  do  so,  all  objects  in 
the  way  of  negotiation  of  peace.  It  would  confirm  to 
France  the  unmolested  enjoyment  of  its  ancient  ter- 
ritory ;  and  it  would  give  to  all  the  other  nations  of 
Europe,  in  tranquillity  and  peace,  that  security  which 
they  were  now  compelled  to  seek  by  other  means." 

After  expressing  this  unwelcome  sentiment,  the  de- 
rlaratioii  went  on  to  state,  that  "  His  Majesty  made 
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tageously  situated^  was  proposed  for  the  meeting  of 
the  plenipotentiaries. 

In  reply^  the  British  minister  repeated  the  objections 
contained  in  his  former  note,  and  ended  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  his  Majesty  to  persevere  in  the  vigorous  pro- 
secution of  the  contest,  till  that  security,  which  was 
his  sole  object  in  the  war,  could  be  obtained. 

As  might  naturally  be  expected,  this  conduct  of  the 
ministry  in  refusing  to  treat  with  the  new  government 
of  Fratice,  when  they  had  been  so  ready  to  adjust 
matters  with  the  old  one,  excited  considerable  sur- 
prise. In  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  the  opposition 
was  strong,  but  ineffectual,  and  the  supplies  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  conflict  were  voted  by  large  ma- 
jorities. 

At  this  time  a  change  in  the  constitution  of  the 
British  empire,  of  the  greatest  magnitude,  absorbed 
public  attention,  and  produced  much  altercation.  This 
measure  was  the  incorporation  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  as  one  body,  having  the  same  legislature. 
.  A  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  had  long  been  con- 
templated by  enlightened  and  patriotic  statesmen  as 
a  most  desirable  object;  but  the  difficulties  which 
presented  themselves  on  all  sides,  were  so  formidable, 
tbat.no  minister  had  the  resolution  to  undertake  the 
task,  till  the  late  rebellion  in  Ireland  inclined  many 
leading  men  to  wish  for  the  accomplishment  of  what 
at  any  other  period  they  would  have  strenuously  re- 
sisted. 

Thus  encouraged,  the  government  ventured  to  bring 
the  business  forward ;  and,  though  vigorously  opposed, 
and  at  one  time  defeated,  the  measure  was  renewed ; 
and  in  the  present  year,  carried  through  both  parlia- 
ments. 
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It  was  confidently  expected  that  this  connexion, 
by  putting  a  complete  termination  to  all  national  pre-* 
judices,  would  have  brought  about  a  general  improre- 
ment  of  the  state  of  Ireland.  That  such  was  ti^io 
object  of  the  plan  cannot  be  called  in  question,  for 
certain  it  is  that  England  had  nothing  to  gain  by  the 
Union,  further  than  what  would  arise  from  a  consoli- 
dation of  the  joint  interests,  enei^es,  and  strength  of 
the  empire. 

More  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  howerer,  has 
passed  away,  and  yet  the  hopes  ,whioh  gave  rise 
to  this  great  act  of  policy,  instead  of  being  realized 
(o  any  extent,  have  utterly  failed;  and  while  every 
other  part  of  the  kingdom  presents  an  increase  of 
intellectual  energy,  Ireland  alone  exhibits,  with  all  the 
means  of  intellectual  and  social  advancement,  a  de- 
plorable spectacle  of  moral  stagnation.  An.  inquiry 
into  the  causes  of  this  national  fatuity,  would  be 
foreign  to  the  subject  of  the  present  work ;  but  it  is  a 
fact  too  striking  to  escape  notice,  that  in  proportion 
as  concessions  have  been  made,  and  measnres  adopted 
for  the  improvement  of  Ireland,  the  condition  of  the 
country  has  become  worse,  and  the  spirit  of  the  people 
ferocious.  It  should  seem,  therefore,  that  until  a  revo* 
lution  is  effected  in  the  principles  and  manners  of  the 
natives,  by  which  they  may  be  brought  to  a  state  of 
mental  freedom,  and  a  correspondent  habit  of  indus- 
trious exertion,  every  compliance  with  their  clamorous 
demands  must  prove  equally  impolitic  and  injurious. 

From  this  unpleasant  digression,  we  must  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  simplicity  of  narrative ;  and  the  record  of 
two  incidents,  which,  as  occurring  on  the  same  day, 
were  justly  considered  at  the  time  as  yery  extraordi- 
nary and  alarming. 
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On  the  moming  of  the  15th  of  May,  while  the  grena- 
dier brigade  of  Guards  were  going  through  the  evolu- 
tions of  a  field«day,  in  the  presence  of  his  Majesty 
and  the  commander-in-chief,  in  Hyde  Park,  a  ball  was 
discharged  from  the  centre  of  the  ranks,  which  wounded 
a  junior  derk  of  the  Navy  Office,  by  passing  quite 
through  one  thigh,  and  entering  the  other  very  near 
the  groin.  As  the  young  gentleman,  whose  name  was 
Ongley,  happened  to  be  standing  at  the  time  within 
six  or  seven  yards  of  the  King,  there  was  reason 
enough  to  apprehend  that  the  piece  had  been  directed 
with  an  evil  intention  against  the  sovereign.  After  a 
minute  investigation,  however,  nothing  was  elicited  to 
confirm  the  suspicion.  The  wounded  gentleman  was, 
by  the  special  order  of  his  Majesty,  taken  particular 
care  of;  and  after  his  recovery,  he  received  gratuitously, 
with  other  favours,  a  commission  as  lieutenant  in  the 
25th  light  Dragoons,  then  serving  in  the  East  Indies  ^ 
where  he  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Laswarry,  and 
rose  to  the  rank  of  captain,  without  purchase. 

In  the  evening  of  the  day  when  this  circumstance 
occurred,  the  royal  family  went  to  the  theatre  in 
Drury  Lane.  His  Majesty,  as  it  fortunatdy  hap- 
pened, entered  first  into  the  box,  before  the  Queen, 
and  at  that  instant  the  whole  house  was  thrown  into 
confusion  by  the  discharge  of  a  pistol  from  the  front 
row  of  the  pit ;  but  though  the  bullet  struck  the  pilas- 
ter just  over  the  head  of  the  King,  it  providentially 
did  no  mischief,  owing  to  the  sudden  jerk  given  to 
the  hand  of  the  assassin  at  the  moment  he  was 
taking  his  aim.  Immediately  the  perpetrator  of  this 
atrocious  deed  was  seized,  and  dragged  over  the  rail^ 
of  the  orchastre  into  the  music  room,  where  Mr.  She- 
ridan and  the  Duke  of  York  soon  entered,  to  attend 
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the  esamiaaticHi.  On  seeing  bis  royal  highness,  the 
man  recognized  him  instantly,  and  enthusiastically 
exclaimed,  "God  bless  you  !  I  know  yoa ;  you  are 
the  Dnke  of  York,  under  whom  I  served  on  the  con- 
tinent." Then  turning  to  the  people  about  him,  he 
went  on  and  said,  "Ah,  he  is  a  good  soul;  he  is  the 
soldier's  friend  and  love." 

The  Duke  then  recollected  the  man  as  having  been 
one  of  his  orderlies,  or  drc^oons  forming  his  personal 
guard,  and  particularly  at  the  buttle  of  Famars.  His 
name  was  James  Ilatlield,  and  a  silversmith  by  trade, 
but  at  the  beginning  ctf  the  war  he  had  enlisted  into 
the  15th  reg^ent,  in  which  be  behaved  extremely 
well,  till  the  severe  wounds  he  receive^  in^  bis  head 
at  Lincelles,  rendered  him  so  totally  unfit  for  duty, 
that  he  was  discharged  on  a  pension. 

During  bis  examination  he  appeared  calm  and  col- 
lected, saying,  that  he  knew  his  life  was  forfeited,  but 
that  he  was  tired  of  bia  existence,  and  only  regretted 
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peared  listless  and  unconcerned  at  wbat  was  going  on, 
soddenly  exhibited  an  emotion  of  pleasure^  and  statt- 
iog  op^  exclaimed,  ^*  Ah,  God  bless  bis  highness !  he 
is  a  good  soul !"  The  Duke  gave  a  short  account  of 
what  occurred  in  the  music  room,  and  of  the  conduct 
of  the  prisoner  during  the  examination. 

In  reply  to  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Erskine,  his 
royal  highness  admitted  that  the  orderlies  were  chosen 
from  fbe  most  tried  and  trusty  men  in  the  service. 

0 

The  learned  advocate  then  called  several  witnesses, 
who  all  clearly  established  the  insanity  of  the  prisoner, 
lia^r  Ryan,  Mr.  M'Gill,  and  Mr.  Charles  Price,  officers 
of  tiie  Ifith  regunent,  bore  testimony  to  the  general  good 
character  of  the  man,  while  under  their  orders ;  and  of 
his  derangement  after  being  wounded.  The  last-men- 
tioned witness,  who  had  himself  received  some  severe 
wounds  in  endeavouring  to  rescue  the  prisoner  near 
Lisle,  stated,  that  he  bad  very  narrowly  escaped  being 
stabbed  by  him,  in  a  paroxysm  of  madness,  at  Croydon. 

John  Laine,  a  private  who  was  with  the  prisoner 
in  the  hospital  at  Brussels,  deposed  also  to  his  in- 
sanity. Hatfield  then  said  that  he  was  King  George, 
and,  calling  for  a  looking-glass,  felt  about  his  head  for 
his  crown  of  gold. 

Several  of  the  relatives  of  the  unhappy  man  proved 
that  he  had  for  a  long  time  been  deranged,  from  the 
wounds  received  by  him  in  the  defence  of  his  king  and 
country :  that  he  often  ta&ed  at  random,  saying  that  he 
was  a  prince,  and  sometimes  affirming  that  he  was 
Jesas  Christ. 

On  the  very  morning  preceding  the  day  of  his  attempt 
OA  the  Ufe  c^  his  Majesty,  be  declared  that  he  had  seen 
God  during  the  night ;  that  hss  coach  was  reaiAy,  amd 
that  he  iras  engaged  to  dine  with  the  King. 

3d 
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Alter  this  acoumulated  and  iadubituble  evidence. 
Lord  Kenyon  submitted  that  the  prosecution  should 
stop;  with  which  suggestion  the  attoroey-general  com- 
plied, and  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  acquittal  on 
ibs  ground  of  insanity.  The  prisoner  was  accordingly 
renunded  to  Xewgate,  from  whence  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Bedlam.  Some  time  afterwards,  however, 
having  contrived  to  effect  his  escape,  he  made  liis  way 
down  .to  the  coast  of  Kent,  but  was  retaken,  and  con- 
(Jjugted  to  his  former  place  of  confinement,  where  he 
yet  remains.  Every  thing  was  done  to  render  his 
situation  comfortable ;  and  his  family,  by  the  care  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  obtained  an  adequate  support.  His 
royal  highness  also  sometimes  culled  at  the  hospital 
to  see  Jiatfield,  who,  when  in  a  lucid  state,  always 
appeared  grateful  for  the  condescension  and  kindness 
which  he  had  experienced. 

The  French  journalists,  in  giving  an  account  of  the 
trial  of  the  unfortunate  maniac,  extolled  in  high  terms 
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part  of  the  monarch,  which  justly  called  for  universal 
admiration. 

The  French,  in  oyerrunning  Italy,  like  the  Vandals 
of  old,  committed  the  most  toormous  outrages  upoii 
the  i>ersons  and  property  of  individuals  without  discri- 
mination. The  ecclesiastical  dignitaries,  in  particular, 
were  made  to  suffer  severely ;  and  none  more  so  than 
the  venerable  Henry  Stuart,  commonly  called  the  Car- 
dinal Duke  of  York.  This  last  lineal  descendant  of  ati 
unfortunate  house,  now  in  his  seventy-fifth  year,  wai^ 
obliged  to  fly  firoin  his  episcopal  seat  of  Frascati,  the 
ancient  Tusculum  of  Cicero,  and  seek  shelter  in  a 
convent  at  Naples.  After  staying  in  this  asylum  a  few 
months,  the  cardinal,  on  the  approach  of  the  republi- 
cans, was  compelled  to  procure  another  place  of  refuge, 
and  accordingly  he  embarked  for  Palermo,  in  the 
island  of  Sicily.  On  the  death  of  Pius  the  Sixth,  the 
aged  prelate  removed  first  to  Padua,  and  next  to 
Venice,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  at  the  election  of 
a  new  pope.  While  at  the  last-mentioned  place,  the 
distresses  of  this  last  representative  of  an  illustrious 
race  of  British  monarchs,  being  made  known  to  his 
late  majesty,  through  the  medium  of  a  letter  from 
cardinal  Borgia  to  Sir  John  Cox  Hippisley,  our  excel- 
lent sovereign  lost  no  time  in  sending  an  order  to  Lord 
Minto,  his  ambassador  at  Vienna,  to  remit  two  thou- 
sand pounds  as  the  first  half-year*s  moiety  of  a  regular 
pension  to  the  cardinal  duke. 

This  act  of  munificence  was  deeply  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged by  the  whole  body  of  the  conclave,  and  several 
letters,  full  of  grateful  sentiments,  were  written  on  the 
occasion  by  the  new  pontiff  and  his  brethren.  The 
feelings  of  Cardinal  York  were  conveyed  to  Sir  John 
Hippisley   in    an   English   style   peculiarly   his  own. 
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^  clewrly  indicativa  of  Uie  writer'a  excellettoe.  In 
this  commuDicatioD  he  says, — 

-li^'.Topr  hUers  fully  Qonvince  me  of  the  covdial  ia- 
fW^98t  you  take  in  all  that  regards  ny  person^  aod 
«n,'biappy  to  ackaowledge,  that  principally  1  owe  to 
y^r  fiieDdly  efforts,  and  to  tbem  of  your  friendat  ttie 
mwcour  gmerotisly  granted  to  rdieve  the  eitieme 
Deceiwiitics  into  which  I  have  been  driTcu  by  the 
^fetmt  Aismal  <muinatances.  I  cannot  snffidently 
^prewi  bow  aengible  I  am  to  your  good  heart;  and 
vrite  these  few  lines,  in  the  first  place  to  contest  to 
yoa  these  my  most  sincere  and  grateful  aentimenU, 
and  then  to  inform  you,  that  by  means  of  Mr.  OaUy. 
an  English  gentleman  arrived  here  last  week,  I  have 
received  a  lettCT  from  Lord  Uinto,  frcna  Vieona,  advis- 
ing me  that  he  had  orders  from  his  Court  to  remit  to 
me  at  present  the  suin  of  two  thousand  pounds  staiiing, 
and  that  in  the  month  of  July  oesLt  I  may  again  draw, 
if  I  desire  it,  for  another  equal  sum.    The  letter  Is 


MBMOIR  OP   THE   DUKB   OF   YORK. 


an 


being  also  destioyed ;  so  that  I  would  otherwise  hate 
been  reduced,  for  the  short  remainder  of  my  life/ to 
langoish  in  misery  and  indigence.  I  woald  not  lose 
a  1  moment's,  time  to  apprise  you  of  all  this^  and  am* 
Tery  certain  that  your  experimented  and  good  heart 
wffl  fiad  proper  means  to  make  known,  in  an  enei^eti- 
cal  and  proper  manner,  these  sentimdits  of  my  gratelUt 
aeknowledgment. 

^Tlie  signal  obligations  I  am  under  to  Mr.  Andrew! 
Stoart,  fbff  all  that  he  has,  with  so  much  cordiality, 
on  tins  occasion,  done  to  assist  me,  renders  it  indis- 
pensable to  deaive  that  you  may  return  him  my  most 
sincere  thanks,  assuring  him  that  his  health  and  wd- 
fiure  interests  me  extremely ;  and  that  ~I  have,  with 
great  pleasure,  received  from  General  Heton  the  Gre- 
nealogical  History  of  our  Family,  which  he  was  so 
kind  as  to  send  me ;  and  hope  that  he  will^  from  that 
goitleman,  have  already  received  my  thanks  for  so 
valuable  a  proof  of  his  attention  for  me. 

"  In  the  last  place,  if  you  think  proper,  and  an  occa- 
sion should  offer  itself,  I  beg  you  make  known  to 
the  other  gentlemen  also  who  have  co-operated,  my 
most  grateful  acknowledgments ;.  with  which,  my  dear 
Sir  John,  with  all  my  heart,  I  embrace  you : 


Veaioe^  %th  February,  18(H). 
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The  letter  to  Lord  Minto  was  as  follows: — 

'*  With  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Oakly,  who  has  been  this 
morning  with  me^  I  have  received  by  his  discourses^ 
and  much  more  by  yonr  letters^  so  many  tokens  of 
your  regard^  singular  consideration^  and  attention  for 
my  person,  that  oblige  me  to  abandon  all  sort  of  cere- 
mony, and  to  begin  abruptly  to  assure  you,  my  dear 
lord,  that  your  letters  have  been  most  acceptable  to 
me  in  all  shapes  and  regards. — I  did  not  in  the  least 
doubt  of  the  noble  way  of  thinking  of  your  generous 
and  beneficent  sovereign ;  but  I  did  not  expect  to  see 
in  writing,  so  many  and  so  obliging  expressions^  that, 
well  calculated  by  the  persons  who  receive  them  and 
understand  their  force,  impress  in  their  minds  a  most 
lively  saise  of  tenderness  and  gratitude ;  which,  I  own 
to  yon,  oblige  me  more  than  the  generosity  sponta- 
neously imparted.  I  am  in  reality  at  a  loss  to  express, 
in  writing,  all  the  sentiments  of  my  heart;  and  for 
that  reason  leave  it  entirely  to  the  interest  you  take  in 
all  that  regards  my  person,  to  make  known,  in  an 
energetical  and  convenient  manner,  all  I  fain  would 
say  to  express  my  thankfulness,  which  may  easily  be, 
by  you,  comprehended,  after  having  perused  the  con- 
tents of  this  letter. 

"  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  to  have  indicated  to  me 
the  way  to  write  unto  Coutts,  the  court  banker,  and 
shall  follow  your  insinuations. 

^'In  the  mean  time,  I  am  very  desirous  that  you 
should  be  convinced  of  my  sentiments  of  sincere  esteem 
and  friendship,  with  which,  my  dear  lord,  with  all  my 
heart,  I  embrace  you.  „  ^^^^^  Cardinal." 

The  newly  elected  pope,  Chiaramonti,  who  took  the 
name  of  Pius  the  Seventh,  was  so  impressed  with  the 
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geuorosity  manifested  to  the  venerable  cardinal^  that 
he  wrote  a  letter  immediately  on  his  election,  to  Sir 
John  Hippisley,  in  which,  after  nventioning  the  esteem 
his  predecestor  entertained  for  the  English  nation,  and 
of  its  magnanimous  and  just  government,  he  said,  ''And 
we  also,  pursuing  the  same  steps,  wiD  equally  mak^ 
it  our  study  to  preserve  with  jealous  care,  the  samd 
reciprocal  good  intelligence  and  union;  and  we  will 
not  suffer  (as  far  as  lies  in  our  power)  that  England 
should  find  seated  in  the  pontifical  chair  of  Rome 
another  pontiff  differing  from  him  who  so  invariably 
acknowledged  the  kindness  and  friendship  that  Eng- 
land entertained  for  him." 


^<^0^y^x. 


To  this  interesting  correspondence,  I  am  enabled  'to 
subjoin  the  letter  written  by  Sir  John  Cox  Hippisley  to 
the  Cardinal : — 

''I  trust  your  Eminence  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
believe  that  I  was  not  insensible  to  the  honour  of 
receiving  so  flattering  a  proof  of  your  gracious  consi- 
deration as  that  which  I  was  favoured  with,  dated  the 
26th  of  last  month,  from  the  bosom  of  the  conclave. 

''  The  merciless  scourge  of  the  present  age  (as  my 
friend  Lord  Minto  has  so  justly  observed)  has  singled 
out  as  the  first  objects  of  its  vengeance,  every  thing 
that  is  most  worthy  and  best  entitled  to  our  veneration 
and  respect."  The  infidels  in  religion,  but  zealots  in 
anarchy,  whose  malignity  pursued  the  sacred  remains  of 
Pius  the  Great  even  beyond  the  grave,  assuredly  would 
not  exempt  from  their  remorseless  persecution  the 
venerable  person  of  the  Cardinal  of  York. 
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^'Severe  as  have  been  your  Eminence's  safieriogs, 
they  will  nevertheless  find  some  alleviation  in  the 
general  sympathy  o£  the  British  nation.  With  all  dis- 
tinctions of  parties — with  all  differences  of  commn- 
nxon — among  all  conditions  of  men^ — but  one  voice 
is  heard — all  breathe  one  applauding  sentiment;  all 
bless  the  gracious  act  of  the  sovereign  in  flavour  of  his 
illustrious^  but  unfortunate  relation. 

''  Your  Eminence  greatly  over-rates  the  humble  part 
which  has  fallen  to  my  lot^  in  common  with  my  worthy 
friend  Mr.  Stuart.  The  cause  of  suffering  humanity 
never  wants  supporters  in  the  country  with  which  I 
know  you  feel  a  generous  pride  in  being  connected. 
The  sacred  ministers  of  religion,  exiled  and  driven 
from  their  altars,  find  refuge  and  security  in  Britain : — 
the  unfortunate  princes  of  the  house  of  Bourbon,  here 
too  found  an  asylum,  under  the  hospitable  roof  of  the 
royal  ancestors  of  the  Cardinal  of  York : — and  when 
every  dignified  virtue  that  can  stamp  worth  on  human 
nature  is  outraged  in  the  person  of  the  veneraUe  Car- 
dinal of  York  himself, — 

*^  Against  such  craelties 
With  inward  coniolations  recompens'd;*' 

here,  also,  an  inviolable  sanctuary  is  unfolded  in  the 
kindred  bosom  of  our  benevolent  sovereign ! 

'^It  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  attest,  that  in  the 
frequent  communications  Mr.  Stuart  and  myself  have 
had  with  the  king's  ministers  on  this  subject,  they 
have  unifiormly  expressed  their  persuasion  that  his 
Majesty  will  think  himself  happy  in  repeating  the 
same  gracious  attention  to  his  royal  relation,  and  in 
the  same  proportion,  as  long  as  bis  unfortunate  circum*? 
stances  have  a  claim  to  them.  I  can  also,  with  equal 
confidence,  assure  your  Eminence  that  your  reply  to 
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Bfhito  has  given  as  much  satisfaction  to  the 
Kitkg's  ministers,  as  it  doubtless  has  excited  in  the 
benevolent  inind  of  his  Majesty  himself. 

^'  Mr.  Stuart  unites  witH  me  in  every  heartfelt  wish 
Ibr  your  Eminence's  health  and  happiness,  equally 
flattered  with  myself  by  your^  Eminence's  condescen- 
sion and  gracious  acceptance  of  our  humble  attentions. 
With  the  most  perfect  consideration  and  profound 
respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"J.  C.  Hippisley/' 
^  Orbsvenor  St.,  London,  March  31st,  1800.'' 

^  I  think  H  necessary  to  say,  that  the  order  upon 
Mr.  Coutts's  house  was  immediately  paid  in  full 
acquittance  of  the  little  temporary  advance  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  gracious  act  of  his  Majesty." 

On  a  change  of  affairs,  the  Cardinal  returned  to 
Rome,  where  he  became  dean  of  the  Sacred  Ck)llege; 
but  his  circumstances  were  still  so  low,  that  the  royal 
pension  was  continued  till  his  death,  which  happened 
in  1807,  when  he  had  nearly  attained  the  eighty-third 
year  of  his  age.  In  his  last  will  he  manifested  his' 
gratitude  to  the  reigning  family,  by  bequeathing  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales  the  garter  and  star  which  had 
belonged  to  Charles  the  First,  and  also  some  other 
velics  of  his  iUustrious  but  unfortunate  house.  As  a 
mark  of  respect  for  the  last  member  of  the  Stuart 
Une,  the  Prince,  after  his  appointment  to  the  regency, 
caused  a  splendid  cenotaph,  the  workmanship  of  Ca- 
nova,  to  be  erected  to  his  memory  in  the  magnificent 
church  of  St.  Peter's  at  Rome. 

It  merits  observation,  that  the  Cardinal  of  York, 
iD^pendent  of  bis  misfortunes,  descent,  and  virtues, 

3e 


48ft  HBUOIR  OP  THE   DUKB  OF  YOBK. 

had  some  legal  claims  on  the  national  jnitioe.  .An 
act  of  parliament,  still  imrepealed,  had  sottled  ob 
Maxy  of  Este,  the  queen  of  Jameft  the  Second,  tii« 
cardinars  grandmother,  a  jointure  of  B.&.J  thonBtuai 
Itounds.  During  the  negotiation  of  Ryswick,  it  was 
contended  by  the  French  p]^potentiaries>  that  a& 
King  James  had  been  deprived  of  hia  throne  by  act 
<tf  parliament,  and  consequently  was  dead  in  law,  the 
queen  was  as  much  entitled  to  her  dower  as  if  her 
husband  was  naturally  defunct.  The  English  minis- 
ters considered  the  point  as  too  nice  for  their  inter- 
ference, and  therefore  desired  that  it  might  be  left  to 
King  William  for  his  decision.  The  proposal  was 
acceded  to,  and  marshal  Boufflers  had  a  conference 
with  William  on  the  subject.  The  monarch  did  not 
deny  the  justice  of  the  claim ;  and  when  Boufflers 
expressed  a  wish  that  the  concession  of  the  jointure 
might  be  made  an  article  in  the  treaty,  he  said, 
*'Wbat!  marshal,  will  not  my  word  satisfy  yont" 
i  bowed,  and  departed   in  full  assurance  that 
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konds  cjf  "Ae  Dufce  of  Dorset^  the  British  ambassador 
at  the  eoort  of  Versailles.  His  excellency  without 
belritatioa  gave  Mr.  Caryl,  the  agent  of  Uie  prince^ 
a* letter  of  introduction  to  Mr.  Pitt;  but  that  states* 
man  no  sooner  heard  the  nature  of  the  claim,  than  he 
eat  it  short  at  once,  by  declaring  it  was  a  thing  not 
to  be  nenticmed.  The  agent  then  consulted  an  emi^ 
Bent  lawyer,  who  offered  to  bring  it  before  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  ;  but  neither  Charles,  nor  his  brother 
the«Oardinal>  would  consent  to  such  a  mode  of  pro^ 
ceeding^  and  thus  the  matter  terminated. 

When  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  then  Prince  Augustus,, 
made  the  tour  of  Italy,  he  visited  the  Cardinal,  and 
pleased  the  good  old  man  very  much  by  complimenting 
him  with  the  title  of  royal  highness.  To  English* 
men  the  Cardinal  of  York  was  throughout  life  ex- 
tremely partial ;  generally  inviting  travellers  of  that 
nation  to  his  table,  and  in  the  days  of  his  prosperity 
munificently  relieving  those  who  were  in  distress. 
Before  the  troubles,  he  had  a  large  library  and  cabinet 
of  curiosities ;  but  the  French  spoliators  plundered  the 
one,  and  carried  off  the  other,  either  for  their  own 
private  advantage,  or  to  enrich  the  museum  at  Paris*  ^ 

From  this  digression,  we  must  now  return  to  a 
survey  of  the  state  of  public  affairs  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  imperial  parlia-^ 
ment  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  having  assembled 
on  the  22d  of  January,  1801,  on  the  2d  of  the  follow 
ing  month  his  Majesty  went  to  the  house  of  lords  in 
state,  and  in  his  speech  congratulated  the  legislature 
on  the  union  whigh.  had  been  so  happily  effected.  In 
other  respects,  however,  the  political  sketch  was  of 
a  dark  and  painful  character :  ^*  Thd  unfortunate 
qoarse  of  events  on  the  continent,"  said  the  Kingv 
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ff>and  tho  eonsequenoeB  which  am  to'M  espBttedifiroBi 
them,  cannot  fiuil  to  be  matter  of  anxiety  and  Dop- 
cem  to  all  who  hate  a  jnst  feelim^  forthe  seeuiity 
and. independence  of  Europe*  .Yoof  aatonishiitent,  aa 
wbll  as  yonr  r^ret,  must  be  excited  by  the  r  ooniduct 
#f  those  powers,  whose  attentioor  at  anQhna  period 
appears  to  be  more  engaged  in  endeavovm  to  weaken 
ihe  naval  force,  of  the  British  empire,  wfaioh  Jus 
hitfaeito  opposed  so  powerful  an  obstadeto  theinofr* 
dinate  ambition  of  France,  than  in  concerting.,  tin 
means  of  mutual  defence  against  the  eomBioB.and 
iaci^easing .  danger/' 

This  was  an  allusion  to  the  northern  confiMleRicy, 
that  had  been  lately  formed  by  the  conrts  of  Peteei- 
bqrgh^  Stockhohn,  and  Copenhagen,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  system  of  anned  neutrality,  to  protect 
the  mercantile  trade  of  their  respectiTe  ports  from 
being  searched  by  the  ships  of  belligerent  powers. 
The  scheme  was  not  new,  having  been:  tried,  though 
ineffectually,  by  the  empress  Catherine  in  the  Ani»- 
rican  war;  but  it  was  now  revived  by  her  son 
Paul,  who,  after  exhibiting  uncommon  asperity  against 
France,  all  at  once  changed  his  policy,  and  became 
a  warm  admirer  of  Buonaparte,  to  please  whom  he 
banished  the  unfortunate  Louis  the  XVIII.,  and  his 
niece,  the  duchess  of  Angouleme,  out  of  the  Rnssian 
territories. 

This  act  of  capricious  malevolence,  however,  was 
nothing  when  compared  with  the  eagerness  evinced  hf 
the  eccentric  monarch  to  further  the  views  of  the 
French  despot.  On  the  16th  of  January,  a  Rosste 
officer  arrived  at  Paris,  after  a  journey  of  <mly  aevenlete 
days,  from  Petersburgh;  bearing  a  letter  to  thathMf 
c(msul  in  the  hand- writing  of.  the  emperor^ 
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«  dose  vnioii  Mtween  the  two  powers ;  ^oid  the  eouse- 
^raoewafttfoon  aeen  in  a  decree  forbidding  allinter- 
raption  to;the  conwerce  of  B^saia.  • )  :^  ^ 

;.  At  tbertime  wken  iPaol  ;wafit  thus  formini^ ^  tmioii 
witk  Franee^  he^  gave  oidera-.  for  seizuig.  and  coiiftf* 
cadng.  ihQ. property  <if  the  Britigh  merchants  m  liie 
BuMian  ports.  Vm  this  nnprincipled  infnogement.of 
tbe  r^ihts  of  nations>  a  sort  of  justification  was^scft 
np  in  a  proclamation^  stating,  "  that  axon^vsntionihad. 
been:  entered  into  with  the  court  of  St;  Jameses,  .'in 
virtue;' of '.whiofa  the  Rossian  forces  were  to iakepos-' 
session  of  Malta,  as  soon  as  the  island  should  haTs 
snrrcBdered/^  TbiSy  however,  was  not  done,  and  the 
British  cabinet  chall^iged  the  emperor  or  his  miai»* 
ters  to  produce  any  such  convention  respecting  Malta. 
.  While :  England  had  thus  to  contend  alone  against 
France  and  the  northern  league,  the  emperor  of  Aus^ 
tria,  compelled  by  the  disastrous  turn  of  affairs  in 
Italy,  concluded  a  humiliating  treaty  of  peace  at  Lu- 
neville,  by  which  the  Rhine  was  made  the  boundary 
of  the  French  territory  on  the  one  sidet,  and  the  Adige 
on  the  other. 

Notwithstanding  this  gloomy  and  port^itous  appear- 
ance, British  energy  seemed  to  gather  strength  from 
difficulties ;  and,  besides  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
Bossian,  Danish,  and  Swedish  vessels  in  the  several 
porta  of  the  kingdom,  preparations  were  made  to  fit 
out  a  fleet  with  the  utmost  expedition  for  the  Baltic. 
The  confederated  powers  on  their  side  were  equally 
prompt ;  and  their  navy,  if  suffered  to  have  formed  a 
junction,  would  have  amounted  to  neatly  eighty  sail 
of  the  line;  which,  in  additioti  to  their  gun-boataand 
floating  batteries,  must  have  rendered  the  narrow  seas 
iinpiegnable.  ^  .    i    i 
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;.Iii{th&  iutdst  of  the  Bxadtty  oocastotxed  fefjr  t^^se^ 
^(•rtiotis,  the 'Curiosity  of  the  pliiblto  was'dfam^-off  t9 
another  subject  of  general  inteiestr'  Thfd  tmxkt  iral^ 
thi^  sudd«u  change  of  the  BiitMi  ca1miet|i4br  whlcb^ 
oonsideriBg  aU  circumstances,  it  was  exceedingly  diffi* 
colt  ta  assign  a  reason,  as  it  was  well  known  fkat  Mr. 
Pitt: and  his  friends  not  only  enjoyed  the  confidence 
of  :the  -sovereign,  but  possessed  also  a  commanding' 
influence  in  both  houses  of  parliaments 

Vaxious  surmises,  conjectures,  and  reports,  w^re  of 
course  formed  and  circulated,  to  account  for  this  utM 
expected  rcTolution.  By  some  it  was  ascribed  to  the 
inability  of  the  late  minister  to  fulfil  a  pledge  whidi' 
he  was  said  to  have  given  to  the  Irish  Catholicsj  of 
procuring  their  complete  emancipation  from  the  opera*' 
Uml  of  the  penal  laws ;  while  others,  on  the  contrary, 
sought  the  cause  of  this  resignation  in  the  inability 
of  the  minister  to  carry  on  the  war  proq^ously,  or  to 
conclude  peace  honourably. 

Whatever  might  be  the  motives  in  which  the  ineasure 
originated,  certain  it  is,  that,  when  the  new  arrange*' 
ments  were  formed,  the  public  disappointment  was 
deeply  felt  and  generally  expressed.  Mr.  Henry  Ad- 
dington,  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons,  succeeded 
Mr.  Pitt  as  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  and  chancdlor 
of  the  exchequer ;  Lord  Hawkesbury  became  secretary 
for  foreign  afiairs,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Grenville ;  Lord^ 
Eldon  received  the  great  seal  from  Lord  Loughborough; 
Earl  St.  Vincent  was  made  first  lord  of  the  admiralty^ 
instead  of  Earl  Spencer;  lords  Hobart  and  PeUuun 
were  appointed  secretaries  of  state,  instead  of  Mr.  Dvat* 
das  and  the  Duke  of  Portland;  Mr.  Charles  YodEO 
succeeded  Mr.  Windham  as  secretary  at  war;  and  Aei 
Earl  of  Hardwicke  was  nominated  vicerov  of  Ireboid^- 
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OKI  tbe  Teflig»atiOB  of  the  Marquis  of  Comwallis;  '■ '  L^M 
liowiflbam^.soo  of  tihue  EarL  of  Dartinonth^  was  piaoed 
at  the  h^ad  of  the  boaid  of  oonirol ;  the  Duke  of  P6nu^ 
land  accepted  the  piosidmitsdiip  of  the  coundl;'  andl- 
the  Earl  oC  WeaUnoreland  became  lord  priry  seal; 

'Notwithstanding  this  change  in  the  oabinet,  the 
I^ai^s  of  the. preceding  administratioir^ >f0r  the  oondaot^ 
of  the  war^  were  continued ;  and  thd  results  were  par^ 
ticularly  fortunate,  for  while  the  expedition^  under  SiF 
Hyde  Parker  and  Lord  Nelson>  against  Copenhag<to^ 
put  an  end  to  the  northern  confederacy,  the  army  sent 
to  Egypt  succeeded  in  expelling  the  French  from  tiiat 
country.  .  r 

This  last  service  was  dearly  bought,  by  the  lossi 
of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  who,  on  the  21st  of  Marcb^ 
received  a  wound  at  the  battle  of  Alexandria,  of  whiob 
he  died  seven  days  afterwards,  on  board  the  Foudroy*- 
ant.  By  no  man  was  the  death  of  this  gallant  veterailr 
more  deeply  lamented  than  by  his  royal  highness  tho 
Duke  of  York,  who  had  repeatedly  witnessed  his  con- 
summate skill  and  undaunted  courage  in  Flanders  and^ 
Holland.  t  i 

At  the  time  when  victory  was  crowning  the  British 
arms  in  Africa,  another  great  change  was  brought 
about  in  Europe  by  the  sudden  demise  of  the  emperor 
Paul  of  Russia.  The  accession  of  Alexander  to  the 
throne  of  the  Czars  made  a  complete  alteration  in  the 
political  relation  of  the  two  courts  of  Petersburgfa  and 
London. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new  emperor,  was  to 
take  off  the  embargo  that  had  been  laid  upon  British 
vessels ;  and  in  the  same  spirit  of  conciliation,  the  ere* 
dentialB  of  Count  Woronasow,  as  envoy  to  the  court  of 
Lqntoi^  were  restored. 
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.:':TlMseEaeasiirMBiifficieiitlyindicatadtliat  tlia  Frendt 
hdnence  was  no  longer  predomiuant  in  the  NotA; 
■ml  of  this  the  First  Consul  was  so  sensible,  that  b« 
aMamed  an  air  of  inodBratiD&,  and  expressed  a  readi'- 
ness  to  Uiten  to  pacific  overtures. 

Kegociations  were  accordingly  entered  opM^  and 
on  the  1st  of  October,  Lord  Hawksbnry  aniMunced 
the  Bignatnre  of  the  preliminaries  of  peac»  between 
Bagland  on  the  one  part,  and  France  Spafai;  and 
Holland,  on  the  other.  The  news  of  this  event  occa- 
sioned an  extravagant  ebullition  of  joy  throaghoat 
En^and;  which  vas  renewed  with  as  little  reason 
when  the  definitive  treaty  was  signed  in  March  of 
the  following  year.  From  the  articles  of  that  agtee- 
went,  it  appeared  that  the  cessions  on  the  port  of 
England  were  profuse,  and  that  she  retained  nothin|r 
of  all  the  acquisitions  gained  by  her  aims  during  the 
Tsr,  except  Trinidad  from  Spain,  and  Ceylon  from 
Holland.    The  French  princes  were  totally  abandoned, 
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the  estaUidmieDt  of  economy,  and-secmitf  from^hositQe 
aggroteion.  But  oar  commerce  bad  suffered  diminiilioE 
bf  the  peace : — in  respect  to  economy,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  keep  a  large  military  and  navid  force; 
and  with  regard  to  security,  the  country  waA  left  in  a 
Mtnatiott  of  far  greater  danger  than  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  or  even  at  any  time  during  the  progress 
of  4be  contest.  If  war  were  renewed,  it  would  be  re* 
Mfwed  with  every  possible  disadvantage ;  and  scarcely 
IB  tluree  campaigns  could  we  expect  to  regain  by  the 
swofAwhat  we  had  ceded  by  the  pen;  and  if  peace 
ooBtinuedy  the  omission,  in  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  of  the 
renewal  of  all  ancient  treaties,  would  be  •  productive 
of  the  most  alarming  consequences." 

In  the  opinion  of  Lord  GrenviHe,  and  of  those  who 
acted  with  him  on  this  occasion,  the  peace  had  been 
entered  into  on  the  part  of  the  French  niler,  mer.ly 
out  of  personal  convenience,  and  to  answer  r.  n^^^il  lU^r 
purpose;  after  which,  some  pretext  would  bo  rif  vised 
for  rekindling  the  flame  of  war  with  one  or  oUior  of  the 
continental  powers,  if  not  directly  with  Great  Britain. 

This  judgment,  when  delhoT^  A,  vas  ridiculed  very 
severely,  and  ascribed  to  unworthy  motived;  but  time 
quickly  brought  it  to  the  test  of  experience,  and  the 
world  did  ample  justice  to  the  sentiment  and  principle 
from  whence  it  proceeded. 


« 
I    'I ;  * »  .     .      •  .  ' 
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CHAP.  IX. 


A.  D.  1802  TO  1803. 

Thb  treaty  of  Amiens  established  the  powBT  of  Napo* 
leon  Baonaparte,  and  prepared  the  way  for  his  assump- 
tion of  the  sovereign  dignity.  In  the  first  place^  he 
was  hailed  as  the  grand  pacificator  of  Europe ;  and 
this  compliment  was  followed  by  his  election  to  the 
consular  chair  for  life,  with  permissioii  to  nominate 
his  successor.  In  order  more  efiectnally  to  secare  the 
seat  of  power,  a  legion  of  honour,  or  an  order  of 
nilitary  nobility,  was  instituted,  and  the  members 
of  its  council  were  made  a  constituent  part  of  die 
senate,  for  the  purpose  of  acting  as  the  satellitas  of 
the  chief  <m  whose  favour  they  depended.  Bven  the 
administratioR  of  law  and  justice  was  rendered  wholly 
subservient  to  the  will  of  the  despot,  who  appointed  a 
grand  judge  to  preside  over  all  the  tribunals. 

Thus,  in  fact,  the  chains  which  were  to  bind  the 
French  people,  and  ultimately  the  nations  around, 
were  forged  out  of  the  elements  furnished  by  the 
English  cabinet,  after  an  expensive  and  sanguinary 
contest,  professedly  entered  into,  and  carried  on,  to 
c<mfine  France  within  proper  limits,  and  to  overthrow 
the  revolutionary  system  with  all  its  consequences. 
Yet,  while  the  negotiations  were  g^ing  on,  the  moi^ 
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active  exertions  were  making  in  the  French  ports  Cor 
the  equipment  of  a  large  fleet  of  men-of-war  and  trans- 
ports^ capable  of  carrying  twenty-fiTC  thousand  men. 
At  the  i^ame  time/ another  armament  was  fitted  out  in 
the  Texel,  to  co-operate  with  the  former ;  the  destina- 
tion of  both  being  St.  Domingo,  of  which  island  pos- 
session was  soon  taken,  and  slavery  restiwed. 

The  rapacity  of  the  French  government  did  not  stop 
here ;  for  the  signatures  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  had 
scarcely  dried,  when  an  army  of  thirty  thousand  men, 
under  General  ^ey,  marched  into  Switzerland,  while 
the  tro<^s  of  the  Helvetic  republic  were  compelled  to 
pikM  into  the  service  of  France ;  or,  according  to  the 
curious  phraseology  of  the  imposing  party,  they  were 
admitted  under  the  paternal  care  of  the  First  Consul. 
These  strides  to  universal  dominion,  could  not  be 
observed  by  the  imperial  court  without  jealousy ;  and 
though  the  treaty  of  Luneville  required  the  immediate 
settlement  of  the  German  indemnities  and  the  secuiar 
rization  of  the  ecclesiastical  principalities,  the  business 
now  became  extremely  difficult  and  unpleasant,  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  interference  of  the  French  government. 
The  Diet  of  Ratisbon,  which  was  convened  for  Uifs 
express  purpose,  held  tweaty  sittings ;  and  it  was  mNt 
till  the  end  of  November  li8Q2,  that  the  obstacles  to  a 
final  arrangement  were  removed.  In  the  course  of 
these  proceedings,  Osanburg  was  annajuod  io  Hanover ; 
in  lieu  of  which  the  King  of  Gveat  Britain,  as  :^ector, 
gave  up  Hildesheim,  Corvey,  and  Hoexter :  a^d  at  llie 
same  time  relinquished  the  rights  and  privileges  be  hnd 
formerly  exercised  over  Hwiblirgjb  and  Bwmn.  Pror 
vious  to  this  exchange,  an  M^iieable  larrangement  WM 
entefRsd .  into  between  the  King  And  the  Dnke  of  York, 
for  the  immediate .  cession  of  Osnaburg ;    his  royal 
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reaiHly  oianwnting  to  the'  toeasare  m  the 
tenns  prtqtosed  by  the  HftnoTerian  govemment. 
iDaiing  tbete  B^;otimtibBs,  the  imperial  parKament 
of  the  united  kingdoai  asmnbled  oa  the  Itlth  of  No- 
vembo',  180S;  bat  the  legolar  opening  of  the  senate, 
by  the  Kinf  in  persdn,  was  dcAimd  till  the  34th  of 
die  same  bkhiUi.  bi  the  mean  time,  a  general  alano 
was  fixcited  by  dte  diacoreiy  of  a  conspiracy,  which 
had  fw  its  object  An  mordcr  of  the  King,  in  Ida  way 
!•  tte  house,  as  the  preparatorr  step  to  a  conidete 
leirolutiop.  ::  .'ate.     This  nefarious  plot  was  de- 

viaeA  by  i  .  ■  i;  J  Edwaid  Marcos  Despard,  an  oGScer 
of  the  Uni',  who  bad  Imt  iately  been  released  from  the 
CjM-Batti  Fields  prison. 

in  conseqaeace  of  iaformatioe  received  from  a  pri- 
vate in  the  Goards,  who  had  been  dnwn  into  the 
c«aspincT,  a  party  of  the  poboe  apprehended  the 
eoloae)  and  his  associates  at  a  pnblic  honse  in 
I^mfaeth,  aad  took  them  aP  into  custody.     On  the 
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Snoh^no  doubt,  the  business  appeared  to  be  at  the 
time;  yet  fyn  could  bring  themseWes  to  believe  that 
the' principal* is,  the  foul  design  had  no  other  con- 
nexions'than  (the  miserable  yiotims  who  were  drawn 
]»%y  him  to  their  ruin.  That  the  conspiracy,  insig- 
nificant and-  chilnerical  as  it  might  appear,  was  part 
of  an  eKtensiYe  system,  might  have  been  inferred  from 
the  form  of  the  oath,  and  its  preamble,  as  tendered 
by  Despard  to  bis  followers.  The  copy  found  in  the 
possession  of  some  of  the  culprits  ran  in  these 
terms : — 

^'Constitutton!  The  indep^adence  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland — an  equalization  of  civil,  ^litical,  and  religious  rights — 
an  ample  provision  for  the  wives  of  the  heroes  who  shall  fall  in 
the  contest— a  liberal  reward  for  distinguished  merit.  These 
are  the  objects  for  which  we  contend;  and  to  obtain  these  ob- 
jects, we  swear  to  be  united,  in  the  awful  presence  of  Almighty 
God." 

**  I,  A.  B.,  do  voluntarily  declare,  that  I  will  endeavour,  to 
the  utmost  of  my  power,  to  obtain  the  object  of  this  union; 
namely,  to  recover  those  rights  which  the  Supreme  Being,  in  his 
infinite  bounty,  has  given  to  all  men ;  that  neither  hopes,  fears, 
rewards,  nor  punishments,  ^all  ever  induce  me  to  give  any  in- 
formation, directly  or  indirectly,  concerning  the  business,  or  of 
any  member  of  this  or  any  similar  society.     So  help  me  God !'' 

By  a  singular  coincidence,  at  the  very  time  that 
this  embryo  treason  was  in  a  state  of  maturation,  a 
similar  conspiracy  was  ripening  in  Ireland,  where  the 
party  was  altogether  as  obscure  and  unsuspected  as 
that  in  England. 

After  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  in  1798,  some 
of  the  active  partisans  in  that  insurrection  obtained 
their  pardon  on  condition  of  expatriation.  Hopes 
were  entertained  that  this  Icnicncv,  and  the  union  of 
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^  two. legislatures,  would  have  put  an  end  to,  tbe 
leirolutionary  spirit.  But  the  case  was  otherwise ;  aad 
utt  the  time  -when  the  intercourse  with  France  wu 
renewed,  some  of  the  most  active  of  the  Irish  putiMoe 
returned  secretly,  accoo^ianied  by  spies,  who  dispeised 
themselves  all  over  the  two  Islands,  and»  the  cmtVB* 
nieot  name  of  commercial  agents;  though  their  real 
iHUwess  was  to  obtain  such  local  information  as  would 
enable  their  government  at  any  time  to  efiiea  a  descent 
Qfi,  the  coast.  The  priocipal  of  the  Irish  cnigrants 
who  came  back  upon  this  mission  was  Robert  Eamett, 
and  he  was  speedily  joined  by  several  others  at  Dublin ; 
where  a  dep6t  of  arms  was  formed  in  the  very  heart 
of  the  city. 

It  is  evident,  however,  that  the  defeat  of  the  scheme 
in  London  had  the  effect  of  retarding  the  operations  in 
Ireland ;  for  though  the  conspiracy  was  in  a  state  of 
forwardness  at  the  end  of  1801,  it  was  not  developed 
till  the  33d  of  July  in  the  jtax  1803.  when  Lord 
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Buonaparte  soon  evinced  his  rancoroas  enmity  to 
EDgland  by  cavstng  a  number  of  vessels  to  be  seized^ 
which,  trosting  to  the  faith  of  the  late  treaty^  had  en- 
tered French  pofts  for  trade,  contrary  to  an  old  edict; 
that  by  the  revolntion  had  b^n  considered  as  virtii- 
aUy  repealed.  This  measure  of  the  consular  govern- 
ment wal»  the  prelude  to  various  complaints  on  both 
sides,  so  that  it  became  evident  the  relations  of  peace 
were  not  likdy  to  be  of  any  long  continuance. 

The  French  despot,  after  this  aggression,  ventured 
to  make  demands  on  the  British  government,  which 
could  not,  without  a  prostration  of  all  that  was  digni- 
fied and  honourable,  be  conceded.  These  requisitions 
were,  first,  that  the  princes  of  the  house  of  Bourbon, 
and  the  other  emigrants,  should  be  deprived  of  that 
protection  which  they  now  enjoyed ;  and,  in  the  next 
place,  that  a  restriction  should  be  put  upon  the  press, 
which  was  continually  issuing  offensive  publications 
against  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  First  Consul. 

To  the  first  of  these  preposterous  demands,  it  was 
calmly  answered,  that  as  long  as  the  French  emigrantir 
deported  themselves  without  committing  acts  hostile 
to  the  government  of  any  country  with  which  his 
Majesty  was  at  peace,  he  should  deem  it  inconsistent 
with  his  hcmour  and  the  common  laws  of  hospitality 
to  withdraw  from  them  his  protection.  To  the  second, 
it  was  replied,  that  his  Majesty  neither  could  nor 
would,  in  conseqoenoe  of  any  menace  or  representation 
from  a  foreign  power,  make  the  least  conoession  that 
might,  in  the  smallest  degree,  prove  dangerous  to  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  as  secured  by  the  constitution. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  a  prosecution  on  the 
part  of  the  crown  was  instituted  against  Fdtier,  the 
editor  of  a  French  journal,  for  libels  on  fioonaparte ; 
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bat  thOH^  a  Tcrdict  of  guilty  was  returaed  by  the 
jaiy,  the  defmdant  escaped  pauishineDt,  owin^  to  Uie 
potitical  chaoses  which,  at  this  extraordinary  period, 
again  banished  peace  from  the  earth. 

The  avowed  intention  of  Bnonaparte  to  take  posses- 
aon  of  Egypt,  and  the  eocroachments  already  made 
^  him  in  Europe,  reduced  the  British  gOTemment  to 
ihrB  absolute  necessity  <tf  keeping  up  an  establishment, 
■aval  and  nilitaiy,  more  suited  to  a  state  of  war  than 


Meanwhile,  the  occapancy  of  Malta  became  the 
■abject  of  dispute;  and  the  more  the  First  Consul 
insisted  upm  our  evacuation  of  that  island,  the  mon.' 
obrions  it  was  that  he  had  views  which  rendered  oui 
retention  of  that  post,  and  Egypt  also,  essentia]  to  the 
security  of  onr  Eastern  dimiinions. 

"Hiongfa  artire  negotiatioDS  were  commenced  on 
these  points  at  Paris,  between  Lord  Wbitworth  and 
TaUeyraud,  such  was  the  impatience  of  Buonaparte, 
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condact  himself  with  moderation  at  a  public  *levee« 
On  one  of-  these  court-days  at  the  Tfauilleries,  he 
accosted  Lord  Whitworth  in  a  very  agitated  manner^ 
by  asking  what  news  he  had  from  England^    His  lord- 
ship said,  that  he  had  rec^ved  a  letter  two  days  before. 
Ux>on  this,  Buonaparte,  without  ceremony,  exclaimed, 
^'And  so  yon  are  determined  to  go  to  war?"    No,'" 
replied  the  minister,  ^' we  are  too  sensible  of  the  advan- 
tages of  peace.''    The  First  Consul,  .unsofiteQed  by  this 
mildness,  went  on  saying,  *'  We  have  already  waged 
war  these  fifteen  years/'    As  he  seemed  to  wait  for  an 
answer,   his   lordship   properly  observed,  ^^That  is 
already  too  long/'     ''But,"  said  Buonaparte,  ''yon 
wish  to  carry  it  on  for  fifteen  years  more ;  and  yon 
force  me  to  do  it"    Lord  Whitworth  assured  him  that 
this  was  very  far  from  his  Majesty's  intention.    In- 
stead, hbwever,  of  dropping  a  subject  which  was  alto- 
gether improper  for  the  place  and  occasion,  this  violent 
man  went  up  to  the  Russian  and  Spanish  ambassadors, 
and  said  to  them, ''  The  English  wish  for  war ;  but  if 
they  are  the  first  to  draw  the  sword,  I  shall  be  the 
last  to  sheathe  it.    They  have  no  regard  for  treaties. 
We  must  henceforth  cover  them  with  shame/'    He 
then  paced  the  room,  but  soon  returned  to  Lord  Whit- 
worth, and  began  again, ''  For  what  reason  are  these 
armaments?    Against  whom  are  these  measures   of 
precaution?    I  have  not  a  single  ship  of  the  line  in 
the  ports  of  France :  but  if  you  will  arm,  I  shall  arm 
likewise ;  if  you  will  go  to  war,  I  shall  go  to  war  also. 
You  may  perhaps  be  able  to  destroy  France,  but  never 
to  intimidate  her." 

As  all  eyes  and  ears  were  intent  upon  this  novel 
scene.  Lord  Whitworth  contented  himself  with  saying, 
''  We  do  not  cfesire  either  the  one  or  the  other ;  we  wish 

8g 
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to  lire  in  good  anderstanding  with  France."  "  llien,'' 
exclaimed  Boonaparte  aload,  "it  is  requisite  to  pay 
regard  to  treaties ; — wo  to  those  who  pay  do  regard  to 
treaties ;  they  will  be  responsible  for  it  to  all  Earope.** 
As  the  man  was  in  a  stonn  of  rage,  and  it  wonld  have 
been  aseless  to  prolong  the  conversation  with  him  in 
Bnch  a  state,  the  ambassador  preserved  a  dignified 
sQeuce,  and  Buonaparte  left  the  room  for  his  private 
^tartment,  though  there  were  two  handred  persons 
present. 

.  Notwithstanding  these  indications  of  another  contest, 
the  discussions  were  carried  on  for  two  months  kmger, 
witiiout  producing  any  thing  like  a  dispositi(Ui  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government  to  allay  the  jealousies 
that  had  been  justly  excited  by  its  restless  ambiti<Hu 

It  being,  therefore,  abundantly  evident  that  no  secu- 
rity could  be  obtained  from  a  state  in  which  every 
thing  depended  upon  the  will  of  a  despot  who  was 
nnrestraiued  by  conscience  or  law.  Lord  Whltworth 
i  recalled,  and  on  tlic 
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CHAP.  X, 


A   D.  1803 

Nbvsr  did  Great  BrHain  appear  to  snch  advantage 
as  at  this  eyentfiil  crisis.  The  war,  instead  of  para- 
lysdng  her  efforts,  or  creating  despondency  among  the 
people,  had  qmte-  a  contrary  effect.  The  vigorons  ex- 
ertions of  the  government  were  promptly  seconded  by 
Tolnntary  offers  of  service  in  all  parts  of  the  empire ; 
from  one  end  of  which  to  the  other  there  appeared 
a  nnanimons  spirit  of  resolute  determination  to  defend 
the  coontry,  or  to  perish  with  its  liberties  and  inde- 
pendence^  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  legislature  was 
a  bill  for  embodying  a  new  species  of  militia,  under 
the  denomination  of  an  army  of  reserve;  consisting 
of  fifty  thousand  men  for  England,  and  ten  thousand 
for  Ireland,  raised  by  ballot,  and  officered  from  the 
line  and  half-pay  list. 

Another  measure,  still  more  gigantic,  was  an  act 
for  arming  and  training  the  whole  effective  male 
population  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  called  out  in  case  of 
actual  invasion,  and  to  remain  embodied  till  the  enemy 
should  be  completely  defeated. 

Besides  these  steps  of  legislative  precaution,  a 
spontaneous  feeling  of  loyalty  and  patriotism  burst 
forth    in    every  quarter,  and    among  all  classes  of 
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.HtirSfety ;  so  that  In  a  short  interral  near  half  a  million 
of  BMn  appeared  leacly  armed>  to  defend  their  native 
shores  against  an  unprincipled  and  insolent  foe. 

'It  may  well  be  supposed,  that  amidst  the  vast 
accamnlation  of  employment  prodnced  by  these 
immense  preparations,  most  of  which  were  of  an  un- 
precedented description,  the  situation  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief was  one  extremely  laborious.  The 
mlDd  of  the  Duke  of  York,  however,  was  naturally 
active,  and  the  habits  which  be  bad  acquired  Ten- 
dered liim  fully  equal  to  the  various  calls  that  were  now 
incessantly  making  upon  his  time  and  resolution.  He 
had,  notwithstanding,  some  severe  trials  to  undergo  in 
the  discbai^  of  bis  public  duty ;  and  stune  of  them  too 
o{  a  nature  to  create  no  little  perplexity  and  uneasiness. 
At  the  close  of  the  parliamentaty  stoslon  in  Angnst, 
an  extraordinary  motion  was  made  in  the  house  of 
lords  by  the  Bnke  of  Sussex,  foi  the  appointment  of 
a '  military  council.      In  support    oi   the    proposed 
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arrangement  of  the  staff  of  his  royal  highness  was 
such,  as  to  render  an  establishment  of  this  nature 
absolutely  inexpedient  and  injurious. 

So  little  disposed  was  the  house  of  lords  to  entertain 
this  ungracious  proposition,  that  it  fell  immediately, 
without  being  even  pressed  to  a  division.  The  Duke  of 
York,  though  personally  touched  by  it,  took  no  interest 
in  the  question ;  but  another  circumstance  that  occurred 
at  this  time  affected  his  feelings  powerfully,  and  the 
more  so  as  he  was  placed  thereby  in  a  situation  which 
wholly  prevented  him  from  gratifying  his  wishes,  by 
obligations  of  a  nature  not  to  be  resisted.  The  Heir- 
Apparent  to  the  throne,  deeply  impressed  with  a  con- 
viction that  it  was  his  duty,  in  the  perilous  state  of 
the  country,  to  stand  foremost  in  its  defence,  applied 
to  Mr.  Addington  for  a  permanent  situation  in  tha 
service,  suitable  to  his  birth  and  the  existing  danger.. 
Not  receiving  any  satisfactory  answer  from  the 
minister,  his  royal  highness  addressed  himself  imme- 
diately to  the  King,  who,  in  a' short  note,  gave  him  a 
peremptory  refusal,  telling  him  at  the  same  time  that  he 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  shewing  his  zeal  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment. 

The  Prince  renewed  his  request,  but  without  effect ; 
and  some  time  after,  the  following  correspondence  on 
the  same  subject  occurred  between  his  royal  highness 
and  the  commander-in-chief. 


Brighton^  October  2,  1803^ 
My  dear  Brothbr, 
By  the  last  night's  Gazette,  which  I  haye  this  moment  receivedn 
I  perceive  that  an  extensive  promotion  has  taken  place  in  th^ 
Army,  wherein  my  pretensions  are  not  noticed ;  a  circumstanQit 

/ 
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wUch,  whatever  may  have  happened  on  other  occasions,  it  it 
impouible  for  me  to  pass  by,  at  this  momentous  crisis,  without 
obMrration. 

Hy  standing  in  the  Array,  according  to  the  most  ordinary 
nmtine  of  promotion,  had  it  been  followed  up,  would  have  pUoed 
me  uther  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of  Generals,  or  the  head  of 
the  list  of  Lieutenant-Generals.  When  the  younger  branches  of 
my  Family  arc  promoted  to  the  highest  military  utuationa,  my 
Urth,  according  to  the  distinctions  usually  conferred  on  it,  ^ould 
have  placed  me  first  on  that  list 

I  hope  you  Vnow  me  too  well  to  imagine,  that  tdle,  mactive 
rank  is  in  my  view ;  much  less  in  the  direction  and  patronage  of 
die  military  departments,  an  object  which  suits  my  place  in  the 
Biate  or  my  inclinations ;  but  in  a  moment  when  the  danger  of 
dte  Country  is  thought  by  Government  so  urging  as  to  call  fotth 
every  arm  in  its  defence,  1  cannot  but  feel  myself  degraded, 
both  as  a  Prince  and  a  Soldier,  if  I  am  not  allowed  to  take  a 
/orward  and  distinguished  part  in  the  defence  of  that  Empire  and 
Crown,  of  the  glory,  prosperity,  and  even  existence  of  that 
People,  in  all  which  mine  is  the  greatest  stake. 

To  be  told,  I  may  display  this  zeal  solely  and  simply  at  the 
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that  jud^ent,  and  not  iii  consequence  of  any  omission  or  want 
of  ener^  on  my  part* 

I  have,  &c,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  P.  W. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  &c    « 


Horse-Guards,  October  6,  1803, 
Dearbst  Brother,  ^ 

Nothing  but  an  extraordinary  press  of  business  would  have 
prevented  me  from  acknowledging  sooner  your  letter  of  the 
2d  instant,  which  I  received,  while  at  Oatlands,  on  Monday 
evening. 

I  trust  dmt  you  are  too  well  acquainted  with  my  afiection  for 
you,  which  has  existed  since  our  most  tender  years,  not  to  be 
assured  of  the  satisfaction  I  ever  have  felt,  and  ever  must  feel, 
in  forwarding,  when  in  my  power,  every  desire  or  object  of 
your*s,  and  therefore  will  believe  how  much  I  must  regret  the 
impossibility  there  is,  upon  the  present  occasion,  of  my  executing 
your  wishes  of  laying  the  representation  contained  in  your  letter 
before  his  Majesty.  Suffer  me,  my  dear  Brother,  as  the  only 
answer  that  1  can  properly  give  you,  to  recall  to  your  memory 
what  passed  upon  the  same  subject  soon  after  his  Majesty  was 
graciously  pleased  to  place  me  at  the  head  of  the  army ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that,  with  your  usual  candour,  you  will  yourself 
see  the  absolute  necessity  of  my  declining  it. 

In  the  year  1795,  upon  a  general  promotion  taking  place,  at 
your  instance,  I  delivered  a  letter  from  you  to  his  Majesty, 
urging  your  pretensions  to  promotion  in  the  army ;  to  which  his 
Majesty  was  pleased  to  answer,  that  before  he  had  appointed 
you  to  the  command  of  the  10th  Light  Dragoons,  he  had  caused 
it  to  be  fully  explained  to  you,  what  his  sentimaits  were  with 
respect  to  a  Prince  of  Wales  entering  into  the  army,  and  the 
public  grounds  upon  which  he  never  could  admit  of  your  con- 
sidering it  as  a  profession,  or  of  your  being  promoted  in  the 
service;  and  his  Majesty,  at  the  same  time,  added  his  jpositive 
command  and  injunctions  to  me  never  to  mention  this  subject 
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'S^a  to  hiia,  and  to  decUne  being  the  beuer  of  VKj  aiiplicMlto. 
of  theaaine  nature,  shonld  it  be  proposed  to  me;  wludi  s 


I  WM  of  coune  under  the  necessity  of  delivering  to  70a,  1 
''lia.TC  constantly  made  it  the  rnle  of  my  conduct  erer  aace;  aad, 
indeed,  I  have  ever  considered  it  as  one  of  the  greateM  fariab 
o[  ftfiection  and  consideration  towards  me,  on  the  put  of  ^ 
Majesty,  ihat  he  nerer  allowed  me  to  become  a  pwrty  ta  this 


HaTiDf  thu«  stated  to  yon  fairly  and  candidly irtMhiKiWMd, 
I  ituBt  tnist  yon  will  see  that  there  con  be  Bo^roVHfefer  the 
^ipKhaiNOD  expressed  in  the  latter  part  of  yoor  tettw,  ihsJiMj 
slur  can  attach  to  your  character  as  an  officer,  potieBUT  ■•  1 

.  mcoUect  yoor' mentioning  to  me  yonrsetf,  on  the  day  !■  ^lich 
you  receircd  the  ootifldatian  of  your  qipointment  to  dw:  Ifth 
E^t  Dragoons,  ilw  ekplanatioii  and  «anditian  atiadwd' t»  It  fey 

'  kis  Mafestyi  and,  Aeicfore,  sorrely,  you  most  be  ntiifled  lh«t 
yodr'Botbtii^adT^Md'iB^ilftuy  tank  praceeds  eilipdy' tea 

'  Ilia  Majesty's  'sentimenta  i^ieottm  the  high  tank  ym  bold  m 

'A«  state,  and  iiot'fttont  anyMpnMOB  anfamnmUato'yMB..;. 
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tkm  may  be  puhlidy  canvassed  hereafter,  it  is  of  the  atmast 
importance  to  my  honour,  without  which  I  can  have  no  happi- 
ne88>  that  my  conduct  in  it  shall  be  fairly  represented  and  cor- 
rectly understood.  When  I  made  a  tender  of  my  services  to  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  it  was  with  a  just  and  natural  expectation 
Aat  my  oflfer  would  have  been  accepted  in  the  way  in  which 
alone  it  could  have  been  most  beneficial  to  my  country,  or  cre- 
ditable to  myself;  or,  if  that  failed,  that  at  least  (in  justice  to 
im)  tibe  reasons  for  a  refusal  would  have  been  distinctly  stated, 
«o  that  the  Nation  might  be  satisfied  that  nothing  had  been 
oBttted  on  ny  part,  and  enabled  to  judge  of  the  validity  of  the 
reasons  assigned  for  such  refusal. 

In  the  €nt  instance,  I  was  referred  to  his  Majesty's  will  and 

pleasure,  and  now  I  am  informed  by  your  letter,  that  before  ^'he 

liad  appointed  me  to  the  command  of  the  10th  light  Dragoons, 

he  had  caused  it  to  be  fully  explained  to  me  what  his  sentiments 

were  with  respect  to  a  Prince  of  Wales  entering  into  the  army." 

It  is  impossible,  my  dear  Brother,  that  I  should  know  all  that 

passed  between  the  King  and  you;  but  I  perfectly  recollect  the 

statement  you  made  of  the  conversation  you  had  had  with  his 

Majesty,  and  which  strictly  corresponds  with  that  in  your  letter 

now  before  me;  but  I  must,  at  the  same  time,  recall  to  your 

memory  my  positive  denial,  at  that  time,  of  any  condition  or 

stipulation  having  been  made  upon  my  first  cpming  into  the 

Army;  and  I  am  in  possession  of  full  and  complete  documents, 

which  prove  that  no  terms  whatever  were  then  proposed,  at  least 

to  me,  whatever  mig^t  have  been  the  intention;  and  the  com- 

munications  which  I  have  found  it  iiecessary  subsequenUy  to 

make,  have  ever  disclaimed  the  existence  of  such  a  compromise 

'  at  any  period,  as  nothing  could  be  more  averse  to  my  nature,  or 

more  remote  from  my  mind. 

As  to  the  conversation  you  quote  in  1796,  when  the  King  was 
pleased  to  appoint  me  to  succeed  Sir  William  Pitt,  I  have  not 
the  most  slight  recollection  of  its  having  taken  place  between  us. 
If  your  date  is  right,  my  dear  Brotiier,  you  must  be  mistaken  in 
your  exact  terms,  or  at  least  m  the  conclusion  you  draw  from  it; 

3h 
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Mt  DiAlt  BuotHEBt  Horse-Guards,  Oct.  11, 1803. 

I  have  this  moment,  upon  my  amYal  in  town,  found  your 
letter,  and  lose  no  time  in  answering  that  part  of  it  which,  it 
iq[ipeara  to  me  highly  necessary,  should  be  clearly  understood. 

Indeed,  my  dear  Brother,  you  mvst  give  me  lea^e  to  repeat  to 
you,  that,  upon  the  fullest  consideration,  I  perfectly  lecollect 
your  havihg  yourself  told  me,  at  Carlton  House,  in  the  year 
1793,  on  the  day  on  which  you  was  informed  of  his  Majesty's 
havlAg  acquiesced  in  your  request  of  being  appointed  to  the 
^ominand  of  the  10th  regiment  of  Ught  Dragoons,  of  which  Bit 
'  WilBam  Pitt  was  then  Ck)lonel,  the  message  and  condition  which 
wtui  ddiveced  to  you  from  his  Majesty,  and  which  his  Majesty 
repeated  to  me  in  the  year  1795,  as  mentioned  in  my  letter  of 
HiuTsday  last,  and  I  have  the  fullest  reason  to  know  that  there 
are  60ien  to  whom  at  that  time  you  mentioned  the  same  cit^. 
Cumetance;  nor  have  I  the  least  recollection  of  your  having 
denied  k  to  itoe;  when  I  delivered  to  you  the  King^s  answer,  as 
;  I  sboidd  cerlBunly  have  felt  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  recal  to 
your  memory  what  you  had  told  me  yourself  in  the  year  17d3. 

No  eoinrersation  whatever  passed  between  us,  as  you  justly 
vemailc,  in  the  year  1796,  when  Sir  William  Pitt  was  promoted 
to  the  Ktng^s  Dragoon  Guards,  which  was  in  consequence  of 
what  was  aitattged  in  1793,  upon  your  first  i^pointment  to  the 
loth  Light  Dfigoons;  and  I  conceive  Uiat  your  mentioning  in 
your  letter  toy  having  stated  a  convem^ion  to  have  passed  be^ 
tween  us  in  1798,  must  have  arisen  ftom  some  misapprehensioni 
as  I  do  not  find  that  year  ever  adverted  to  in  my  ktter. 

I  hirte  thought  it  due  to  us  bdh,  my  dear  Brother,  thus  fully 
to  teply  to  thoie  parts  of  your  letter  b  irtiich  you  Appear  to  have 
mistaken  mine;  but,  as  I  am  totally  unacquaifttad  with  the  <M^ 
ir^spottdence  which  has  taken  plaoe  upon  this  ftubject,  I  mvst  de* 
cyM  entering  any  further  into  it. 

I  remain  ever,  my  dear  Btother, 
with  the  greatest  truUi, 
Your  most  affectionate  Brother, 

(Signed)  FAs^fiaicit. 
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BrightoD,  Oct.  12,  1803. 
Ht  dear  Bko'ther, 
Bt  my  replying  to  yotir  letter  of  tbe  6th  init.,  wbich  coi^ 
taioed  no  sort  of  answer  to  mine  of  the  2d,  we  have  &lleD  into 
,«  tery  frirolous  altercation  upon  a  topic  whidi  is  quite  fbicign 
to  the  present  purpose.  Indeed,  the  whole  impoitance  of  it  lies 
in  a  seeming  contradiction  in  the  statement  of  a  f^t,  whidi  is 
unpleasant  even  upon  the  idlest  occasion.  I  meant  to  assert, 
.that  no  previous  condition  to  forego  all  pretensions  to  nlterioT 
rank,  under  any  circumstance,  had  been  imposed  upon  me,  or 
even  submitted  to  me,  in  any  shape  whatever,  on  my  first  com- 
ing into  the  service;  and,  with  as  much  confidence  as  can  be  used 
in  maintaining  a  negative,  I  repeat  that  assertion. 

When  I  first  became  acquainted  with  his  Majesty's  purpose 
to  withhold  from  me  further  advancement,  it  is  imposaible  to 
recollect;  but  that  it  was  so  early  as  the  year  1793, 1  do  not 
remember;  and  if  your  expressions  were  less  positirej  I  should 
add, — or  believe ;  but  I  certainly  knew  it,  as  you  weU  know,  in 
1795,  and  possibly  before. 
We  vreie  then  engaged  in  war,  therefore  I  could  not  Amk  of 
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you  the  trouble  of  interceding  as  my  advocate  for  mere  rank  in 
the  Army.  Urging  further,  my  other  more  important  claims  upon 
GoTcmment,  would  be  vainly  addressed  to  any  person  who  can 
really. think  that  a  former  refusal  of  mere  rank,  under  circum- 
stanoea  so  widely  different,  or  the  most  express  waving  of  such 
pretensions,  if  that  had  been  the  case,  furnishes  the  lightest 
colour  for  the  answer  which  I  have  received  to'the  tenders  I  have 
now  made  of  my  services. 

,.  Your  department,  my  dear  Brother,  was  meant,  if  I  must 
repeat  itf  simply  as  a  channel  to  convey  that  tender  to  Govem- 
iQent;.aii4  to  obtain  either  their  attention  to  it,  or  an  open 
ayowa^  of  their  refusal. 

I  am,  Sic.  &c. 
.   (Signed)  G.  P. 

Hif  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York. 


Horse-Guards,  October  13,  1803. 
Dear  Brother, 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  this  morning,  and  am  sorry  to 
find  that  you  think  that  I  have  misconceived  the  meaning  of 
your  first  letter,  the  whole  tenor  of  which,  and  the  military  pro- 
motion which  gave  rise  to  it,  led  me  naturally  to  suppose  your 
desire  was,  that  I  should  apply  to  his  Majesty,  m  my  official 
ciqpacity,  to  give  you  military  rank,  to  which  might  be  attached 
the  idea  of  subsequent  command. 

That  I  found  myself  under  the  necessity  of  declining,  in 
obedience  to  his  Majesty's  pointed  orders,  as  I  explained  to  you 
in  my  letter  of  the  6th  instant.  But  from  your  letter  of  to-day, 
I  am  to  understand,  that  your  object  is  not  mOkary  rank,  but 
that  a  post  should  be  allotted  to  you,  upon  the  present  emer- 
gency, suitable  to  your  situation  in  the  State. 
•,  This  I  conceive  to  be  purely  a  political  consideration,  and^  as 
such,  totally  out  of  my  department;  and  as  I  have  most  care- 
folly. avoided,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances,  ever 
interfering  in  any  political  points,  I  must  hope  that  you  will  not 
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cfijtnpoii  aw  to  doviftta  f rom  ths  prmci{dei  by  which  I  ham  been 
ipfiruibly  gOTcrnad, 

Bolieve  me,  n;  dear  Brother, 

Yoot  inoit  affectiotuUft  Brother, 
<^?i»cl)  FXEbsaiCK. 

Prince  of  Walei. 

Cvlton'Ho«M,  Ooulbet  14,  1803. 
Hf  SEAR  Brothbk, 

It  naaoDt  but  be  painfiil  to  me,  to  be  mdnoed  U  the  tteeeiUty 
«f  forUter  ezplanatiaD  oft  »  aabject  -miuek  it  WM  ay  etnieM 
*iah  to  have  closed,  and  which  was  of  to  dear  uid  dtatkiel 
a  nature,  as,  in  my  humble  Judgment,  to  here  prechided  dte 
pottibUity  of  either  doubt  or  misundentuidilig. 

Surely  there  must  be  aome  •trvnga  fttslity  to  obicun  ray 
language  in  statement,  or  leave  me  somewhat  deficient  in  Utt 
powers  of  explanation,  when  it  can  lead  your  mind,  my  dear 
Biother,  to  such  a  pslpaUA  auoetmstruction  (for  far  be  it  from 
me  to  fancy  it  wilful)  of  ny  mean'mg,  «■  to  mppoM,  for  a 
^T°"^.  that  I  had  uncofiMAed  my  ot^cct  tvitk  affiant  Miit- 
tary  rank,  and  traniferred  it  eatirt)^  to  the  view  of  a  f 
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.;  Qiving,  as  I  did^all  the  considerations  of  my  heart  to  the 
delicacy  and  difficulties  of  your  situation ;  nothing  could  have 
been  more  repugnant  to  my  thoughts,  or  to  my  disposition,  than 
to  have  imposed  upon  you,  my  dear  Brother,  either  in  your 
capacity  as  Commander-in-chief,  or  in  the  near  relationship 
which  subsists  between  us,  the  task,  much  less  the  expectation, 
of  causing  you  to  risk  any  displeasure  from  his  Majesty,  by 
disobeying  in  any  d^ree  his  commands,  although  they  were 
even  to  militate  against  myself. 

V :  JBiity  with  the  impobe  of  my  feelings  towards  you,  and  quickly 
^Qcmc^ng  what  frieotdship  and  affection  may  be  capable  of,  I 
4i4  Bot,  I. own, .think  it  entirely  impossible  that  you  might, 
conaideaQg  the  magnitude  and  importance  which  the  object 
carries  with  it,  hanre  officially  advanced  my  wishes,  as  a  matter 
^f  propriety,  to  mSitary  rank  and  subsequeni  command^ 
Ihiough  bis  Majesty's  ministers,  for  that  direct  purpose;  espe- 
cially when  the  honour  of  my  chariuster,  and  my  future  ikme  in 
life)  were  so  deeply  hivolved  in^  the  consideration ;  for  I  must 
here  emphatkally  again  repeat,  '*  that  idle^  inactive  rank,  was 
NBVEH  in  my  vienr,''  and  that  military  rank,  with  its  consequent 
commuid,  was  never  out  of  it. 

Feeling  how  nadess,  as  well  as  imgracious,  ixmtroversy  is  upon 
every  occasion,  and  knowing  how  fatally  it  operates  on  human 
friendship,  I  must  entreat  that  our  correspondence  on  this  sub- 
ject shall  cease  here ;  for  nothing  could  be  more  distresting  to 
me  than  to  prolong  a  topic,  on  which  it  is  now  clear  to  me,  my 
dear  Brother,  that  yoa  and  I  can  never  agree,  &c.  te. 

(Signed)  G.  P. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York. 
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A.  D.  1804  to  1608. 

Such  was  the  energy  displayed  by  the  government 
and  the  people  on  the  renewal  of  hostUitios,  that  iritibfai 
a  few  months  the  military  strength  of  the  country 
actually  enrolled  and  in  service  amonnted  to  sit 
hnadred  and  fifteen  tbonsand  men;  besides  which; 
diere  might  on  occasion  be  raised  a  sopplennntary 
fbrce  of  eighty-five  thousand,  capable  of  beaiivf  arms. 
Great,  however,  as  the  nation  shewed  itself  at'thfi 
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bitants  in  general  were  become  perfectly  indifferent 
to  revolutions.    The  assumption  of  the  imperial  title, 

therefore,  so  far  from  causing  any  convulsion  in  France, 

* 

seemed  on  the  contrary  to  afford  universal  pleasure ; 
and  the  people  danced  in  their  chains  with  as  much 
hilarity  as  they  had  lately  done  in  the  madness  of 
republicanism. 

Napoleon,  soon  after  his  elevation  to  his  new  dignity, 
repeated  the  old  farce  of  addressing  a  letter  personally 
to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  announcing  his  ''  Call  by 
Divine  Providence  to  the  throne  of  France,"  and  in- 
viting his  august "  Brother,''  to  enter  into  a  negociation 
for  the  restoration  of  peace. 

Although  such  a  correspondence  adopted  by  the 
French  ruler  was  contrary  to  all  etiquette,  and  shewed 
how  little  he  had  studied  the  ordinary  forms  of  good 
breeding ;  an  answer  to  this  epistle  was  written  by 
lord  Mulgrave  to  M.  Tallejrrand,  signifying  that  his 
Mi^esty,  desirous  as  he  was  of  peace,  could  listen  t» 
no  overtures  till  he  had  communicated  with  bis  con- 
tinental connexions,  particularly  the  emperor  Alex- 
ander. The  Russian  monarchy  upon  being  applied  to 
on  the  subject,  immediately  despatphed  an  envc^. 
extraordinary  to  France,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a 
negociation  between  the  two  powers.  But  before  the 
ambassador  reached  Paris,  the  emperor  was  informed 
that  Buonaparte,  while  pvefessing  a  pacific  disposition, 
had  annexed  the  repubUc  of  Gtaooa  to  his  dominion. 
In  consequence  of  this  perfidy,  the  Russian  ministec 
was  recalled,  and  a  manifesto  was  published,  stating, 
that  all  hope  of  restoring  tranquillity  to  Europe  was 
destroyed. 

It  was  now  dear  that  the  war,  instead  of  bejng 
brought  to  a.  close,  was  about  to  take  a  wider  range, 

3i 
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and  that  not  a  power  on  the  continent  would  be  long 
goffered  to  remain  in  peace.  The  emperw  of  Aastria 
baviDg  become  alarmed  for  his  safety,  consented  to 
jma  the  confederacy  against  Buonaparte ;  who,  on  fais 
side,  did  not  continoe  inactive. 

With  his  wonted  alacrity,  he  appeared  at  Strasbargfa 
before  the  end  of  September  with  an  immense  aimy ; 
and  in  less  than  a  month  made  himself  master  of  171m, 
the  possession  of  which  opened  to  him  the  passage  to 
Vienna.  The  emperor  of  Aostria  now  endeavoured  to 
save  his  capital,  by  proposing  an  armistice  to  the 
victor.  Napoleon,  in  reply,  demanded  that  the  Boa- 
sias  forces,  then  on  the  march,  should  return  home ; 
that  the  Hungarian  levies  should  be  disbanded ;  and 
tiiat  the  Austrian  troops  should  be  withdrawn  from 
the  Venetian  states  and  the  Tyrol. 

A  comfrfiance  with  these  conditions  would  have 
reduced  the  throne  of  Austria  to  a  state  of  servitade; 
and,  therefore,  Vienna  was  abandoned  to  the  Frendi, 
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Spirit  of  independence^  defied  the  foe  to  put  his  threats 
of  invasion  into  execution. 

Nor  let  it  ever  be  forgotten,  that,  for  the  advan- 
tageoos  position  which  rendered  the  nation  an  object 
of  wonder  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  the  public  gratitude 
was  doe  in  a  great  degree  to  the  Dnke  of  York.  Inde- 
fatigable in  his  exertions,  and  impartial  in  his  adminis- 
tration, he  so  organized  and  invigorated  the  immense 
military  force  of  which  he  had  the  direction,  that  one 
spirit  pervaded  the  whole  body. 

Though  constantly  occupied,  he  paid  strict  and 
prompt  attention  to  all  applications  that  were  made  to 
him,  without  any  distinction  of  persons.  In  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duty  he  studiously  avoided  all 
political  influence,  and  in  no  instance  suffered  a  bias 
of  that  sort  to  operate  in  military  promotion. 

An  instance  of  this  assiduity  and  impartiality  occurs 
in  the  history  of  the  late  Bishop  Watson,  as  left  for 
publication  by  himself.    That  prelate,  it  is  well  known, 
was  personally  obnoxious  at  court,  and  in  no  good 
favour  with  any  of  the  ministers.    Notwithstanding 
this,  on  the  marriage  of  his  son,  then  a  major  in  the 
army,  the  bishop  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  York 
soliciting  his  protection.    By  the  return'  of  post  he 
received  a  most  obliging  answer;  and  in  about  two 
months  the  son  was  advanced,  without  purchase,  to  a 
lieutenant-colonelcy  in  the  Guards. 
On  this  transaction  the  bishop  says : — 
''After  having  experienced,  for  above  twenty-four 
years,  the  neglect  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  I  received 
great  satisfaction  from  this  attention  of  his  Son,  and 
shall  carry  with  me  to  my  grave  a  most  grateful  memory 
of  his  goodness.    I  could  not  at  the  time  forbear  ex- 
pressing my  acknowledgment  in  the  following  letter.— 
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«  CBlgarth  Puk,  Not.  9,  180& 

"  Do  m;  liind  of  CantafaoiT 
But  me  good  tun,  uid  he^  yoat  biend  for  erer." 

"  Thus  Shakspeue  ma^s  Henry  VUI.  speak  oT 
Cruuoer ;  and  from  the  bottom  of  my  Iwart,  I  humbl; 
entreat  your  Royal  Highaesa  to  beliere,  that  the  aenti- 
jnent  U  as  applicable  to  the  Bishop  of  Landaff  ai  it 
was  to  Cranmer. 

"The  bit  dot  qui  cito  dat  has  been  most  kindly 
thongfat  of  in  this  promotion  of  my  son ;  and  I  know 
not  which  is  most  dear  to  my  feelings,  tike  matter  of 
the  obligation,  or  the  noble  maoner  of  ita  being  oon- 
ferzed.  I  sincerely  hope  yom  Royal  Highness  wiU 
pardon  this  my  iutmsion,  in  thus  expressing  my  most 
grateful  acknowledgment  for  them  both." 


yfe^w^ 
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jndgment  of  gvflty  on  the  third  head  of  accusation, 
charging  the  noble  defendant  with  cnlpable  negligence, 
but  upon  aU  the  others  he  gaye  an  opposite  verdict ; 
and  the  residt  was  a  general  acquittal.  - 

Some  notice  has  already  been  taken  of  the  imjiortant 
disooyery  (rf  vaccination,  and  of  the  sordid  attempts 
made  by  some  practitioners  to  invalidate  the  didms 
of  Dr.  Jenner,  who  first  brought  this  invaluable  benefit 
to  lig^t. 

The  Duke  of  York,  on  being  made  acquainted  with 
the  base  arts  which  had  been  adopted  to  gain  his 
patronage  in  fitvour  of  an  institution  founded  upon 
fraud,  withdrew  his  name  from  it ;  but  still  continued 
a  firm  friend  to  the  new  mode  of  inoculation.  Implress- 
ed  with  a  sense  of  the  vast  advantage  of  the  practice, 
he  afterwards  became  a  subscriber  to  the  Royal  Jenne- 
lian  Society,  and  in  the  present  year  took  the  chair  at 
their  anniversary  dinner^  On  this  occasion,  his  royal 
highness  said,  that  ever  since  the  first  establishment  of 
the  institution  he  had  been  its  cordial  friend,  from  a 
firm  conviction  that  it  would  be  of  unspeakable  benefit 
to  mankind.  He  assured  them  that  no  one  could  more 
sincerely  wish  success  to  the  Society  than  he  did.  He, 
at  the  same  time,  expressed  his  regret  that  the  misre- 
presentations of  certain  interested  individuals  should, 
in  some  measure,  have  damped  the  ardour  of  the 
friends  of  vaccination,  and  checked  their  exertions ; 
but  he  had  no  doubt  the  world  would  soon  be  con- 
vinced that  the  advantages  resulting  from  the  practice 
were  above  aU  opposition,  and  that  its  beneficial  efiects 
would  speedily  be  extended  to  every  part  of  the  globe. 

The  state  of  Europe  at  this  period  was  extremely 
critical.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  successors  of 
Mr.  Pitt  was  to  enter  into  a  negociation  for  peace 
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■pttfi*  tfw  French  gmenmuiit;  bat  whila  this  burineu 
mnt  OD,  Bnoupaile  was  employed  in  making  ptep»< 
rtttiOofl  for  en  attack  apon  Pnuaia. 

To  keep  the  En^h  from  penetratlBg  into  hb 
Jadgnn,  he  encoiuaged  the  Pope  that  peace  was  at 
hand.  Months,  however,  passed  away  in  diplomatiB 
■mbigiiity;  and  before  any  tfain^  was  ctmcfaided,  Na- 
ftAooa  abrnptly  left  Paris  with  his  miDister  lUleyrand, 
learing  a  subordinate  agent  to  carry  on  the  wigmililimi 
with  the  BritMi  envoy. 
,  Hie  fote  of  Prassu  waa  soon  sealed ;  asd  whan 
Fiederick  William,  in-  this  exigency,  applied  to  the 
English  cabinet  for  one  handred  and  twenty  Ittonsand 
stand  of  arms,  to  enable  him  to  equip  as  many  siddien 
against  the  invader,  his  request  was  rejected.  MiBi»> 
tern,  however,  at  last  fxmdescended  to  rsmit  the  dis- 
tressed monarch  a  snm  of  eighty  thousand  pooads, 
which,  instead  of  assisting  him,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
die  Frroch.     Even  the  emperor  of  Bnssia  was  not 
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Sach  was  tbo  piospect  abroad,  and  the  condition 
of  things  at  home  presented  a  view  equally  cheerless. 
The  income  tax  was  doubled ;  the  volunteer  system, 
which  had  inspired  all  the  youth  of  the  nation  with 
patriotic  ardour,  was  crippled;  and  an  attempt  was 
made  by  the  visionary  genius  of  Mr.  Windham,  the 
new  secretary  at  war,  to  re-organize  the  whole  consti- 
tution of  the  aimy  • 

But  while  thus  experimentalizing  with  the  national 
resources,  instead  of  calling  them  forth  into  efficient 
action  against  an  adversary  from  whose  enei^  they 
might  at  least  have  learned  a  profitable  lesson,  another 
political  revolution  suddenly  drove  the  ministers  from 
the  seat  of  power,  to  which  they  were  doomed  never 
to  return. 

The  jealousy  of  the  King,  in  regard  to  the  claims 
of  the  Irish  Romanists,  was  so  well  known,  that  even 
Mr.  Fox,  from  whose  avowed  principles  and  con- 
nexions that  party  had  been  led  to  expect  a  speedy 
relief  from  the  disabilities  under  which  they  laboured, 
declined  to  interest  himself  in  their  cause  when  admitr 
ted  into  the  cabinet. 

It  might  have  been  thought  that. what  that  great 
man  conisidered  imprudent,^  none  of  his  colleagues 
win&d  have  ventured  to  agitate.  But  the  case  was 
otherwise,  and-  cb  the  demise  of  Mr.  Fox  it  was 
resolved  to  hazard  im  «tte0ipt>to.carry  by.a  manoeuvre 
what  the  managers  <weie  aware .  they  oould  not  obtain 
in  an  open  and  direct  way» 

Serious  representations  were  forwarded ;  from  the 
government  of  Ireland,  on  the  necessity .  of  granting 
frurther  indulgence  to  the  Catholics  of .  that  kingdom. 
In  1793  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Irish  parliament, 
enaUing  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion 
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■^^^  m  Ac  amy,  except  oa  the 
K,AehHfa«f  tUs  act  wms  tiDutei 
h^Abics  IB  pnrilescd  Treated  their 
be  ■■!  iT  o^  the  immiiiIii  to  which 
>  ^n- «*Kr  fut  of  Ac  ^d^ml  Ib 
I  -«*£  as  cvfl  ihu  vaatcd  ndicei, 


Ott  •ppddxiasi  to  the  Kieg, 
:  a  yerJM  AwM  be  nade 
rsiaec  Kaanlgs:    hot  Ae 
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in'  the  sabject.  It  Is  cnstonmry  on  all  occasions  to 
send  offidal  despatches^  as  they  arrive,  in  a  box  to  the 
Sovereign,  wherever  he  may  be ;  and  when  any  thing 
very  important  occurs,  the  documents  are  always 
accompanied  by  some  memorandums,  to  call  for  the 
royal  attention.  Now,  though  the  letter  of  the  Irish 
secretary  was  of  a  nature  that  required  a  minute  and 
moite  than  ordinary  regard  to  this  rule ;  yet,  strange  to 
say,  the  despatch,  momentous  as  it  was,  and  peculiarly 
affecting  the  peace  of  mind  and  honour  of  the  monarchy 
was  sent  down  to  Windsor  as  a  common  and  insignifi- 
cant note,  tmattended  with  a  single  mark  or  question 
to  clear  up  the  perplexing  diflSculty,  and  prevent  any 
farther  misunderstanding.  On  this  account  the  paper 
was  returned,  amidst  a  mass  of  ordinary  formularies, 
without  undergoing  any  examination. 

This  silence,  on  the  part  of  the  King,  was  interpreted 
into  a  tacit  assent  to  the  measure  which  the  politic 
statesmen  had  been  projecting ;  and  accordingly  a 
second  despatch  was  sent  off,  to  inform  the  Irish 
government  that  all  commissions,  without  exception, 
would  henceforth  be  open  to  the  Roman  Catholics. 

Thus  stood  the  matter  when  the  King  came  to  town, 
but  he  said  nothing  on  the  subject,  nor  did  the  minis- 
ters say  any  thing  to  him,  though  they  were  at  this 
very  time  manufacturing  a  bill,  not  for  the  extension 
of  the  Irish  Act,  but  a  new  one,  by  which  all  the  tests 
and  oaths  were  to  be  repealed,  and  promotion  in  both 
branches  of  the  service  made  equal  to  Catholics  and 
Protestants.  This  bill  was  actually  brought  into  the 
house  of  commons,  and  read  the  first  time  in  the  usual 
course,  without  the  King  knowing  any  thing  of  the 
matter:  nor  would  he  have  been  made  acquainted  with 
it,  had  he  not  casually  asked  Lord  JJowick  (now  £url 
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Grey)  what  was  going  forward  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons. His  lordship  answered,  that  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill  in  question  was  to  take  )>lace  on  that  day. 
His  Majesty  then  inquired,  if  it  was  the  same  as  the 
Irish  Act;  and  on  being  informed  that  there  were  some 
additional  provisions,  he  at  once  expressed  his  de- 
cided displeasure  at  the  violation  of  the  agreement. 

A  consultation  was  now  held  on  the  subject,  and,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Lord'  Grenville,  the  bill  was^  sus- 
pended, and  ultimately  withdrawn.  Hdre  the  matter 
might  have  rested,  for  the  King  does  not  seem  to  have 
had  any  thoughts  of  changing  his  confidential  advisers, 
till  the  ministers  drew  up  a  cabinet  minute  to  justify 
their  conduct,  and  insisting  oh  their  '*  right  to  submit  in 
future  such  measures  for  his  Majesty's  decision,  as 
circumstances  might  require,  respecting  the  state  of 
Ireland." 

This  was  an  act  of  defiance,  and  an  assumption 
of  authority,  which  could  not  well  be  endured  from 
men  who  had  throughout  evinced  a  disposition  to 
thwart  the  royal  intentions,  by  practices  as  little  recon- 
cileable  with  honourable  principles  as  with  liberality 
of  sentiment.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  monarch  still 
acted  with  uncommon  forbearance;  but  as  he  was 
personally  offended  by  the  conduct  that  had  been 
pursued,  and  was  even  threatened  with  a  repetition 
of  it  whenever  opportunity  might  offer,  self-respect 
compelled  him  to  exact  a  retractation,  and  a  written 
promise  that  he  should  never  more  be  disturbed  by  a 
question  which  had  already  produced  so  much  un- 
pleasantness. This  pledge  the  ministers  refused  to 
give,  and  their  dismissal  from  office  was  the  imme- 
diate consequence.    At  this  crisis  the  King  resolved 

appeal  to  his  people,   and   the  result 
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answered  his  expectations^  for  the  late  ministers  and« 
their  friends  were  now  so  unpopular^  that  only  one 
member  of  the  former  cabinet  was  returned  for  the 
place  which  he  had  previously  represented. 

As  the  discarded  cabinet  stood  chargeable  with 
neglecting  the  affairs  of  the  continent,  and  suffering 
Napoleon  to  multiply  his  conquests  at  pleasure ;  the 
new  ministry  appeared  determined  to  act  with  more 
vigour.  The  result,  however,  was  unfortunate ;  and  the  ' 
expedition  against  Ck>penhagen,  under  the  plea  that  the 
French  were  about  to  occupy  Holstein,  had .  no  other 
effect  than  that. of  hastening  a  war  between  Russia 
and  England. 

But  at  this  eventful  period,  when  human  fore- 
sight was  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  what  would  be  the 
issue  of  these  wonders,  the  field  of  glory  was  preparing 
for  British  valour  in  a  quarter  where  it  could  least 
have  been  expected. 

The  invasion  of  Portugal,  and  the  attempt  to  place 
the  brother  of  Buonaparte  on  the  throne  of  Spain, 
brought  about  what  the  great  powers  of  Europe  had 
beeit  unable  to  effect.  Hitherto  the  restless  disturber 
of  the  earth  had  to  contend  with  potentates,  cabinets, 
and  their  satellites ;  but  now  he  found  resistance  to 
his  ambition,  in  the  spirit  of  nations  resolved  to  main^- 
tain  their  independence,  or  to  perish  in  its  defence. 

It  would  have  been  disgraceTul  in  England  to  have 
looked  on  such  a  struggle  with  calm  indifference ; 
especially  as  Portugal  was  an  ally,  and  Spain  suppli. 
c£^ted  succour. 

The  most  vigorous  efforts  were  in  consequence  made, 
to  put  the  military  strength  of  the  country  into  full 
employment ;  and  such  was  the  energy  of  the  govern- 
ment, that,  by  the  middle  of  the  summer  of  1808,  Sir 
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.Arthar  Wellesley  was  enabled  to  inarch  at  the  head 
at  thirty  thousand  men,  against  the  FroDch  aimy  neai 
l4sbon,  commanded  by  General  Junot.  The  battles 
<tf  Roleia  and  Vimeira,  the  one  fought  on  the  17th 
.  and  the  other  on  the  21st  of  August,  weie  the  first- 
firoits  of  the  Peninsalar  war,  and  gare  the  enemy  a 
conTincing  proof  that  Buonaparte  was  a  false  prophet, 
irtien  ho  threatened  to  "drive  the  Zjeopard  into  the 
sea ;"  and  to  "  carry  his  conquering  eagles  to  the  Pil- 
lars of  Hercules." 

In  Spain  the  aspect  of  affairs  was  more  chequered 
and  gloomy ;  owing  indeed  to  the  disordered  state 
of  the  country,  and  the  incompetency  of  the  force 
under  Sir  John  Moore  to  make  an  eficctual  stand 
against  the  vast  military  bodies  which  impeded  his 
progress  in  every  direction.  The  retreat  of  that  brave 
commander  was  peculiarly  disastrous ;  but  the  battle 
in  which  he  fell,  at  Conuma,  on  the  16th  of  January 
1809,  was  as  glorious  to  him  and  his  brave  companions 
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ance,  he  pointed  the  way  to  victory.     His  coantry,- 
the  object  of  his  latest  solicitude^  will  rear  a  monu- 
ment to  bis  lamented  memory;  and  the  Commander-in- 
chief  feels  he  is  paying  the  best  tribute  to  his  fame,  by 
thus  holding  him  forth  as  an  example  to  the  Army." 

From  the  scene  of  war^  we  must  turn  to  one  of  a 
more  tranquil  description.  The  natal  day  of  the  Duke 
of  York  in  1808,  when  he  completed  his  forty-fifth 
year,  was  celebrated  at  Oatlands,  by  his  amiable 
consort,  with  a  f^te,  to  which^all  the  royal  family, 
and  several  of  the  nobility, -were  invited.  Their  Ma- 
jesties and  the  Princesses  were  present  on  this  joyful 
occasion,  and  took  great  delight  in  the  entertainment ; 
one  of  the  most  attractive  circumstances  in  which 
was,  the  appearance  of  a  large  groupe  of  female  chil- 
dren, seated  at  tables  covered  with  viands,  extended 
all  along  the  lawn.  These  infants  of  the  village  were 
clothed  and  educated  at  the  sole  expense  of  the 
Duchess  of  York,  who,  from  time  to  time,  added  con- 
siderably to  the  number. 
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Om  sncli  a  Bpef^cle  as  that  jast  noticed,  the  philan- 
thropist wonld  wish  to  dwell  and  indal^  his  fedings; 
bat  the  biographer  has  no  option  in  the  choice  of  bis 
materials,  or  command  brer  the  facts  which  belong  to 
his  subject.  He  most  take  events  as  they  occar,  and 
relate  the  particulars  without  disguise. 

Pan^^ric  is  not  history;  and  it  may  be  doubted 
lAetfaer  indiscrinuDate  praise  has  ever  effectoally  ope- 
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for  their  private  emolument.  That  amid3t  so  many 
applicants  some  should  go  away  disappointed,  who 
perhaps  merited  what  they  sought,  while  others  ob- 
tained promotion,  of  which  they  were  undeserving, 
was  not  at  all  extraordinary ;  for  this  has  happened, 
and  ever  will  happoft,  where  patronage  is  extensive. 
Nor  was  it  any  more  to  be  wondered,  that  the  merce- 
nary and  profligate  should  at  such  a  period  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  weaknesses  of  the  Duke  for  their  own 
selfish  ends. 

The  infirmities  of  illustriou3  men  always  attract 
a  set  of  needy  sycophants  and  worthless  adventurers, 
who,  having  no  honour  of  their  own,  are  regardless  of 
that  by  which  alone  they  are  enabled  to  live  in 
splendour.  Though  this  does  not  justify  irregularity 
in  the  personal  conduct  of  princes  or  men  in  high 
station,  it  will  have  its  due  weight  with  every  candid 
mind,  in  determining  how  far  such  personages  are  to 
be  considered  as  implicated  in  the  practices  of  their 
dependants  and  connexions,  whether  immediate  or 
remote.  It  will  be  proper  to  keep  this  rule  of  moral 
judgment  in  view  throughout  the  whole  of  the  present 
narrative. 

In  or  about  the  year  1803,  the  Duke  of  York  be- 
came, unfortunately,  acquainted  with  a  female  named 
Clarke,  who,  though  a  married  woman,  was  then  living 
in  adultery  with  Dowler,  a  ^tock-broker,  as  she  had 
before  done  with  an  ajrmy  agent,  named  Ogilvie. 
This  prostitute  had  sufficient  charms  to  attract  the 
notice  of  a  prince ;  and  it  may  well  be  supposed,  that 
one  who  had  been  so  free  of  them  already,  would  not 
neglect  the  x>pportunity  of  drawing  into  her  net  an 
illustdous  lover,  more  capable  of  gratifying  her  ex- 
travagance than  either  of  the  persons  with  whom  she 
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Agencies  of  variens  kinds  were  established^  the 
directors  of  which  held  out  inducements  of  the  most 
flattering  nature^  to  impose  upon  the  unwary^  and  make 
them  believe  that  a  secret  influence  existed,  by  which 
promotion  in  the  army  might  be  speedily  obtained, 
and  far  below  the  regulated  scale  of  the  war-office. 
The  persons  with  whom  the  mistress  of  the  Duke  of 
York  was  associated  were  thorough  masters  of  their 
business,  and  knew  so  well  how  to  carry  it  on  without 
detection,  that  numbers  who  became  dupes  to  their 
artifices^  chose  rather  to  put  up  with  the  loss  of  the 
money  oat  of  which  they  had  been  swindled,  than  to 
incur  the  disgrace  of  a  public  exposure  in  seeking 
justice. 

That  this  fatal  ascendancy  over  the  mind  of  the 
Duke  was  productive  of  some  abuses  in  the  military 
department^  cannot  possibly  be  deided ;  but  if  he,  in 
an  evil  hour,  listened  to  the  recommendations  and 
requests  of  a  woman  who  proved  herself  an  adept  in 
fraud,  malice  never  could  fix  upon  him  the  charge 
of  knowing  that  he  was  the  instnunent  of  corrupt 
practices.  Every  application  made  to  him,  through 
this  unfortunate  medium,  had  at  least  the  colour  of 
rectitude;  and  the  persons  for  whom  the  royal  favour 
was  solicited,  seemed,  as  far  as  could  be  judged 
under  such  circumstances,  not  unworthy  of  what  was 
sought. 

The  greatest  error  of  his  royal  highness,  after  en« 
tangling  himself  in  this  wretched  manner,  was  that 
of  giving  encouragement  to  any  such  applications  at 
all ;  and  the  next  was,  that  of  countenancing  profuse 
habits,  which  he  ought  to  have  known  could  not  be 
supported  even  by  his  ample  bounty. 

At  length  the  embarrassments  in  which  the  woman 
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the  dnpes  were  so  few^  that  a  new  scheme  became 
necessary  for  the  agitators. 

It  was  in  consequence  determined  to  open  a  masked 
battery  against  the  government^  and  by  alarming  its 
fears  compel  it  to  the  purchase  of  silence. 

In  the  management  of  the  second  plot^  another  set 
of  conspirators  embarked^  though  not  to  the  entire 
exclusion  of  the  former  associates  of  Mrs.  Clarke. 

The  persons  engaged  in  this  adventure  were  mostly 
connected  with  the  public  press^  and  at  the  head  of 
them  was  a  well-known  bookseller^  who  then  had  a 
country  house  at  Hampstead^  where^  from  his  prying 
disposition,  he  was  not  long  in  discovering  the  true 
name  and  character  of  his  neighbour. 

To  a  man  whose  head  has  ever  been  exercised  in 
projects,  and.  whose' moral  principles  never  scrupled 
the  means  of  bringing  them  to  effect,  no  occurrence 
could  be  happier  than  this  intercourse  with  the  dis- 
carded mistress  of  royalty.  The  lady  was  as  com- 
municative as  could  be  wished,  and  the  honest  pub- 
lisher treated  her  with  all  the  courtesy  of  a  professed 
gallant.  In  short,  enough  was  elicited  to  enable  this 
experienced  politician  to  commence  operations,  with  a 
view  principally- to  his  own  interest,  though  he  pro- 
mised Mrs.  Clarke,  that  by  his  exertions  she  would 
certainly  obtain  a  douceur  of  ten  thousand  pounds, 
and  a  handsome  annuity  besides. 

The  press  was  now  set  to  work,  and  with  match- 
less cunning,  the  parties,  instead  of  making  a  direct 
attack  upon  the  Duke  of  York,  began  with  setting 
forth,  in  elaborate  detail,  the  hard  case  of  the  Duke 
of  Kent.  This  was  a  stratagem  extremely  well  cal- 
culated to  cover  the  real  design  of  the  conspirators ; 
since,  without    having    the  appearance  of  such  an 
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examined  in  a  court  of  justice^  on  a  transaction  arising 
out  of  their  iniquitous  plot. 

Having  by  these^  and  other  arts  of  a  like  descrip- 
tiouy  collected  sufficient  materials  on  which  to  found 
an  impeachment,  the  triumvirate  laboured  incessantly 
in  framing  the  indictment,  which,  it  must  be  admitted, 
was  ingeniously  constructed,  and  closely  dove-tailed  in 
all  its  parts,  by  the  engineer  Glenie,  a  man  of  unques- 
tionable*talent,  but  of  a  most  vengeful  disposition. 

Every  thing  being  prepared,  Wardle,  on  the  27th  of 
January,  1809,  got  up  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and, 
after  claiming  to  himself  credit  for  the  integrity  of  his 
motives,  entered  upon  the  particulars  of  his  charge 
against  the  Duke  of  York. 

The  first  point  in  the  case,  related,  he  said,  to  the  half-pay 
fund,  which  was  an  establishment  under  the  direction  of  the 
commander-in-chief.  This  fund  arose  out  of  the  sale  of  com- 
missions vacant  by  death ;  by  the  promotion  of  officers  not  allow- 
ed to  sell ;  or  by  dismissions  from  the  service.  The  power  of  the 
commander-in-chief  over  this  fund  was  constituted  to  be  the  re- 
ward of  merit,  either  by  the  appointment  of  deserving  officers, 
or  by  selling  the  commission,  and  applying  the  produce  to  the 
redemption  of  half-pay  commissions,  or  the  compassionate  fund. 

Having  thus  explained  the  nature  of  that  institution,  the  colo- 
nel proceeded  to  give  an  account  of  Mrs.  Clarke's  estsblishment 
in  Gloucester- place,  being  under  the  necessity  of  so  doing,  in 
order  to  make  out  a  parliamentary  basis  for  his  motion.  The 
first  case  to  which  he  now  called  the  attention  of  the  House,  was 
that  of  Captain  Tonyn  of  the  48th  regiment  of  foot,  who  ¥ms 
promoted  to  a  majority  in  the  31st,  by  the  influence  of  Mrs. 
Clarke.  The  terms  of  agreement  were,  that  the  lady  should  be 
paid  five  hundred  pounds  when  the  appointment  took  place;  and 
this  sum  she  actually  received  through  the  medium  of  one  Dono- 
van, who  was  at  tlie  same  time  a  practising  surgeon  in  London, 
and  a  lieutenant  in  the  11th  Royal  Garrison  Battalion. 
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Here  it  became  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  regulated  dif- 
ference between  a  company  and  a  majority  being  1100  pounds, 
that  sum  was  entirely  lost  to  the  half-pay  fund.  The  money  so 
received  by  Mrs.  Clarke,  was  paid  by  her  to  Birket,  a  silver- 
smith, in  part  for  a  service  of  plate ;  and  the  balance  was  after- 
wards discharged  by  the  commander-in-chief. 

The  second  case  adduced  was,  that  of  Lieutenant-colonel 
Brooke,  of  the  56th  regiment  of  infantry,  who,  on  the  25th  of 
July,  1805,  concluded  an  exchange  with  Colonel  Knight  of  the 
5th  Dragoon  Guards.  The  agent  for  negociating  this  transac- 
tion was  Dr.  Thynne,  a  physician,  and  the.  circumstances  were 
these :  Mrs.  Clarke  wanting  money  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
an  excursion  into  the  country,  urged  the  commander-in-chief  to 
hasten  the  exchange,  for  which  she  was  to  receive  a  douceur  of 
two  hundred  pounds:  the  business  soon  took  effect,  the  exchange 
was  expedited,  and  htoce  the  inference  was  drawn,  that  the  Duke 
was  privy  to  the  contract. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  Major  John  Shaw,  who  was  ap- 
pointed barrack-master  at  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  through  tlie 
influence  of  Mrs.  Clarke.  It  was  known  that  this  officer  by  no 
means  enjoyed  the  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Yorit,  who,  on  the  con- 
trary, was  prejudiced  against  him.  Every  obstacle,  however,  was 
overcome  by  the  Toyal  mistress,  on  an  agreement  that  she  should 
be  paid  one  thousand  pounds  for  her  interest.  Though  the  place 
was  gained,  only  one  half  of  the  money  was  paid ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  breach  of  contract,  the  Major  was  reduced  to 
half- pay. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  Colonel  French  and  his  levy.  This 
officer  obtained,  through  the  same  prevailing  influence,  permis- 
sion from  the  commander-in-chief  to  raise  a  levy  in  the  years 
1804  and  1805,  when  the  system  of  recruiting  in  that  mode  was 
much  encouraged.  Colonel  French,  according  to  this  statement, 
was  favoured  in  the  grant,  on  the  express  condition  that  Mrs. 
Clarke,  besides  receiving  one  guinea  for  every  man  so  enlisted, 
should  also  have  the  sale  or  patronage  of  a  certain  number 
of  the  commissions. 
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It  would  Kftfe  been  unjust  to  oppose  a  proposition  founded  on 
such  explicit  statements,  and,  therefore,  it  was  carried  wiUiout 
any  alteration,  and  the  committee  appointed  for  the  first  of 
February.  No  part  of  this  elaborated  denunciation  excited  more 
fixed  attention  than  that  respectii^  the  office  said  to  be  esta- 
blished for  the  tlisposal  of  government  patronage ;  and  as  the 
mover  did  not  include  this  case  in  his  charge,  Mr.  Percival 
requested  further  information  on  the  subject ;  when  the  colonel 
replied,  **  that  the  establishment  was  in  a  court  in  Threadneedle- 
street ;  that  the  names  of  the  agents  were  Heylop  and  PuUen ; 
and  that  the  two  members  of  the  cabinet,  for  whom  they  acted, 
were  the  Diike  of  Portland  and  the  Lord  Chancellor/' 

This  last  statement  convulsed  the  house  with  mirth ; 
and  so  egregioasly  absurd  did  the  accusation  appear, 
that  many  on  both  sides^  upon  whom  the  preceding 
articles  had  made  a  deep  impression,  were  now  iu- 
clined  to  look  upoii  the  whole  as  a  romalntic  fiction. 

Indeed,  so  confident  were  ministers  of  being  able  to 
overthrow  with  ease  this  complicated  mass  of  charges, 
that,  instead  of  acting  with  cautious  leserre,  and 
regulating  their  moyements  according  to  the  operations 
of  the  enemy,  they  displayed  at  the  outset  an  indiscreet 
air  of  triumph ;  and,  in  no  measured  language,  antici- 
pated a  complete  victory  for  the  Duke,  to  the  utter  con- 
fusion and  infamy  of  his  accusers.  That  these  states- 
men were  really  of  opinion  the  inquiry  would  end  in 
the  way  they  wished,  cannot  be  doubted ;  yet  conunon 
policy  should  have  made  them  more  guarded  in  their 
conduct  and  temperate  in  their  expressions ;  especially 
as  they  knew  that  the  Duke  had  involved  himself  in 
very  unfortunate  circumstances  by  his  imprudence. 

The  connexion  with  Mrs.  Clarke,  and  its  rupture, 
being  notorious,  ought  to  have  induced  a  suspicion, 
when  the  accusation  was  opened,  that  some  underhand 
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a  general  favourite ;  and^  next  to  the  manager  of  the 
scene,  she  was  held  np  as  an  object  for  public  grati- 
tude. It  was  clear,  from  the  whole  of  her  testimony, 
that  she  had,  from  the  beginning,  been  the  partner  in  a 
concern,  o(  which  the  influence  of  the  Duke  of  York 
formed  the  capital  resource ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  it 
was  no  less  manifest,  that  in  the  getting  up  of  the 
impeachment,  and  the  regulating  of  her  evidence  from 
day  to  day,  she  went  through  a  constant  course  of 
instruction  under  teachers  of  no  ordinary  skill  and 
dexterity. 

In  the  course  of  the  inquiry,  two  of  the  witnesses^ 
Cteneral  Clavering  and  Captain  Sandon,  one  the  dupe 
and  the  other  the  associate  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  were  com- 
mitted to  Newgate  for  gross  prevarication;  but  the 
conduct  of  these  men,  in  endeavouring  to  save  them*> 
selves  from  detection,  was  in  reality  a  presumptive 
proof  that,  though  the  most  nefarious  practices  had 
been  carrying  on,  it  was  without  the  participation  of 
the  commander-in-chief. 

The  impression  upon  the  public  mind,  however,  was 
too  strong  to  be  removed  by  reasoning ;  and  at  length 
the  Duke  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  transmitting 
the  following  letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  read  it  from  the  chair : — 

HoTse -Guards,  Peb.  23d,  1809. 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  waited,  with  the  greatest  anxiety,  until  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  inquire  into  my 
conduct  as  commander-in-chief  of  his  Majesty's  army,  had 
closed  its  examinations,  and  1  now  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
deemed  improper  to  address  this  letter  through  you  to  the 
House  of  Commons. 
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pursue  the  virtuoos  example  of  his  Father.  Neither 
of  these  motions  passed^  and  au  adjournment  took 
place  till  the  10th,  when  Mr.  Bankes  brought  forward 
resolutions  complimentary  to  the  manner  in  which  ii^ 
Duke  had  improved  the  state  of  the  army,  acquitting 
him  of  personal  corruption,  bilt  suggesting  to  his 
Majesty,  that  to  continue  the  command  in  the  hands 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  would  be  equally  inconsistent 
with  prudence  and  morality.  Even  this  motion  did 
not  succeed ;  and  much  altercation  took  place  as  to 
the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  agitated  state 
of  t^e  public  mind. 

Giving  way»  therefore,  to  the  pressure  of  circum* 
stances^  the  Duke  tendered  his  resignation  to  the 
King;  and  on  the  20th  of  March,  the  fact  being 
announced  to  the  House,  the  proceedings  came  to  aa 
-eiidi  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Althorp. 

Thus  far  the  enemies  of  his  royal  highness  gained 
their  object,  and  their  leader  became  Intoxicated  with 
the  applause  which  he  received.  The  Gorjtofation 
of  London  voted  him  the  freedom  ot  the  city;  be 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Whig  Club;  and  ad- 
dresses were  sent  to  him  from  several  parts  of  the 
kingdom. 

Political  popularity,  however,  is  very  uncertain,  and 
the  praises  of  the  mob  are  not  more  easily  gained 
than  lost.  Within  a  few  months,  Wardle  became  an 
object  of  contempt,  and  his  associates  were  covered 
with  infamy.  The  immaculate  accuser,  who  had  net 
only  vaunted  the  purity  of  his  own  motives,  but  even 
the  patriotism  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  had  now  to  stand  the 
test  of  a  legal  inquiry,  which  at  once  destroyed  his 
character,  and  soon  drove  him  and  his  principal  col- 
leagues eut  of  society. 
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Wardle  having  so  far  obtained  his  object,  now 
endeavoured  to  get  rid  of  his  connexion  with  Mn. 
Clarke.  But  in  this  he  was  outwitted.  Previous  to 
the  investigation,  in  order  to  secure  her  evidence,  he 
bespoke  a  quantity  of  furniture  for  her,  of  an  up- 
holsterer named  Wright.  On  the  close  of  the  par- 
liamentary business,  the  tradesman  sent  in  his  bill, 
and  expected  to  be  paid ;  but  his  demand  was  refused, 
and  an  action  at  law  ensued.  The  trial  came  oa  in 
the  Ck>urt  of  King's  Bench  on  the  3d  of  July,  and  the 
evidence  being  decisive,  the  colonel  was  cast.  Exas- 
perated at  this  decision,  and  not  less  so  at  the  shock 
which  it  gave  to  his  ephemeral  and  ill-acquired  repu- 
tation, Wardle  addressed  a  letter  to  the  public,  de* 
daring  solemnly  before  God,  that  the  verdict  given 
against  him  was  obtained  by  perjury,  and  that  be 
would  prove  the  fact  as  soon  as  the  forms  of  law  per- 
mitted him  to  do  so. 

To  redeem  this  pledge,  he,  in  the  ensuing  term, 
indicted  his  friend  Mary  Anne  Clarke,  the  upholsterer 
Francis  Wright,  and  his  brother  Daniel  Wright,  for  a 
conspiracy.  This  remarkable  trial  came  on  in  West- 
minster Hall,  before  Lord  EUenborough  and  a  special 
jury,  on  the  10th  of  December ;  and,  unfortunately  for 
the  prosecutor,  by  calling  Dodd  and  Glenie  as  his 
witnesses,  the  subornation  of  evidence  in  the  case 
of  the  Duke  of  York  was  so  completely  proved  by 
their  evidence,  and  that  of  Wardle  himself,  that  the 
jury  immediately  agreed  in  a  verdict  of  acquittal. 

The  active  part  taken  by  Dodd  in  this  infamooB 

conspiracy,  induced  a  suspicion  that  his  royal  master 

'  had  some  knowledge  of  the  concern.    To 

If  from  this  reflection,  the  Duke  ^  Kent 

^ord    Harrington,  colonel   of   the    life 
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Guards,  the  result  of  which  was  the  following  state- 
ment : — 

Questions  put  to   Captain  Dodd  by  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Kent ;  and  the  Answers  of  the  former  thereto. 

26th  July,  1809. 

Question. — Have  I,  directly  or  indirectly,  sanctioned,  advised, 
or  encouraged  any  attacks  upon  the  Duke  of  York,  to  your 
knowledge  ? 

Answer.— Never.    T.  Dodd. 

•  Question. — ^Have  I  had,  to  your  knowledge,  any  acquaintance 
or  eommuntcation  with  Colonel  Wardle,  or  any  of  the  parties 
concerned  in  hring^i^  forward  the  investigation  respecting  the 
Duke  of  York's  conduct,  which  took  place  in  parU&ment  last 
winter,  either  directly  or  indirectly  ? 

Answer. — I  feel  confident  that  your  Royal  Highness  has  no 
such  knowledge  or  acquaintance.    T.  Dodd. 

Question. — Have  I,  to  your  knowledge,  ever  had  any  ac- 
quaintance with,  or  knowledge,  of,  Mrs.  Clarke,  or  any  commu- 
nication with  her,  direct  or  indirect,  upon  the  subject  above 
named,  or  any  other? 

Answer. — I  am  confident  your  Royal  Highness  never  had. 
T.  Dodd. 

Question. — Have  I  ever  expressed  to  you  any  sentiment  which 
could  induce  you  to  believe  that  I  approved  of  what  was  brought 
forward  in  parliament  against  the' Duke  of  York ;  or  of  any  pro- 
ceeding that  would  tend  to  his  obloquy  or  disgprace? 

Answer. — Never.  I  have  heard  your  Royal  Highness  lament 
the  business  viva  voce,  and  you  made^  the  same  c6mmunication 
to  me  in  writing.     T.  Dodd. 

Question. — Have  you  ever,  to  your  recollection,  expressed 
yourself  either  by  word  or  iii  writing,  either  to  Colonel  Wardle 
or  Mrs.  Clarke,  or  to  any  other  person  connected  with  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  Duke  of  York's  conduct,  in  any  way  that  could 
give  them  reason  to  suppose  that  I  approved  of  the  measure,  or 
would  countenance  those  concerned  in  bringing  it  forvrard  ? 
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This  was  carrying  the  principle  of  honourable  feeling 
to  an  extreme  length ;  but  what  is  to  be  thought  of  the 
conduct  of  persons  who  could  take  a  pleasure  in  laying 
before  the  worlds  letters  from  which  nothing  could  be 
inferred  but  the  infirmity  of  the  writer^  and  the  prepon- 
derance of  the  syren  in  whose  toils  he  was  unfortu- 
nately entangled  ?  Time  was,  when  such  things  would 
have  been  discountenanced  in  public;  but  now,  the 
reading  of  them  produced  levity  in  a  senate,  and  the 
publication  of  the  letters  followed  for  the  amusement, 
and  not  the  edification,  of  the  people. 

The  only  instance  of  such  a  scandalous  violation  of 
decorum,  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  British  history, 
is  that  of  the  prlntiiig  of  the  letters  which  passed  be- 
tween the  unfortunate  Charles  the  First  and  his  queen 
Henrietta  Maria.  But  ho  liberal-minded  man,  it  is 
presumed,  would  ever  think  of  adducing  the  example 
of  a  body  of  regicides,  as  a  justification  of  a  breach  of 
the  laws  of  honour  and  morality. 


3n 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


A.  D.  1800  TO  1814. 

Sir  David  Dandas  was  appointed  commander-in-chief, 

OD  ttie  ladgnation  of  the  Duke  of  York,  ^ho  retired  to 

OgHandfi,  where  he  indulged  himself  in  rural  amase- 

mtatBf  and  the  improvement  of  his  farm. 

:  1^  distress  into  which  the  royal  family  were  throni-n 

by  the  degradation  of  one  whose  goodness  of  heart 

made  him  the  favourite  of  the  whole  domestic  circle  at 

W'iBdaoT,  was  soon  after   heightened  by   the  death 

of  the  Princess  Amelia^  and  the  melancholy  event  of 

which  it  was  the  occasion. 

Daring  the  long  and  painful  malady  of  the  princess, 
the  good  old  King  paid  regular  visits  to  the  side  of  her 
conchy  consoling  her  by  his  discourse,  and,  by  pointing 
her  thoughts  to  heaven,  endeavouring  to  strengthen 
his  own  faith  and  resignation.  Just  as  the  tide  of  life 
was  ebbing  away,  the  princess  contrived  to  put  on 
the  finger  of  her  father,  a  ring  enclosing  a  lock  of  her 
hair»  and  as  she  placed  it,  said  with  a  tender  accent, 
''  Remember  me !" 

The  affecting  memorial  operated  like  an  electric 
shock  npon  the  feelings  of  the  venerable  parent ;  and 
cm  retiring,  his  mind  became  so  disturbed  that  it  was 
evident    reason    had    undergone    another  shipwreck. 

ft 

The  death  of  the  princess,  which  happened  immedi- 


/ 
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ateljr  after,  sav^d  beir  mind  from  beioiig  iEigonized  by  the 
reflection  that  she  was  the  innocent  cansie  of  this 

■ 

sudden  derangement. 

The  time  fixed  for  tiie  prorogation  of  parliament 
having  expired,  both  houses  assembled,  and  an  exami<- 
nation  <^  the  royal  physicians  took  place ;  the  result 
of  whi^h  was  an  adjournment  from  time  to  time  tiH 
the  28th  of  December  1810,  Vrhen  Mr.  Pencival  pro- 
duced three  propositions  as  th^  basis  for  the  constitui- 
tion  of  a  r^;ency,  similar  to  what  had  been  adopted 
on  a  fSmMr  oooasion.  The  debater  which  followM 
were  extrmnely  animated ;  but  the  sami9.  course  of  rea- 
soning was  pursued  now,  as  when  the  question  was  a 
new  one  in  parliament.  At  l^gtb>  hdwevef^  ministers 
carried '  their  resolutions  for  a  limited  regency;  the 
restrictions  upcm  which  were  to  expire  on  the  ]£th  of 
March,  18ie. 

The  ceremony  of  installing  the  Prince  of  Wales  into 
his  high  office,  was  performed  on  the  6th  of  FelMruary, 
1811 ;  and  immediately  afterwards  his  rojral  highness 
evinced  his  regard  to  the  Duke  of  York,  by  restoring 
him  to  the  situation  of  commander-in-chief. 

Considering  the  short  time  that  had  intervened  be- 
tween the  resignation  and  re-appointment  of  the  Duke^ 
it  was  to  have  been  expected  that  this  change  would 
have  produced  some  clamour.  Nothing  of  the  kind, 
however,  occurred ;  and  though  Lord  Milton  moved  for 
a  censure  upon  ministers  on  account  of  this  measure, 
his  motion  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and 
forty-nine.  In  this  debate,  several  members,  who,  in 
the  former  proceedings,  had  appeared  in  opposition  to 
the  royal  Duke,  now  voted  in  his  favour,  declaring 
their  regret  in  having  been  carried  away  on  the  pre- 
ceding occasion  by  popular  prejudice. 
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Scarcely  had  the  commander-in-chief  resumed  the 
important  post,  from  which  he  had  been  exiled  by  the 
machinations  of  a  band  of  conspirators,  and  the  noise 
of  the  giddy  multitude,  when  the  gratifying  intelligence 
arrived  of  the  extraordinary  ascendancy  of.  British 
valour  displayed  in  the  battle  of  Barrosa,  in  Spain, 
where  General  Graham,  now  Ix)rd  Lynedoch,  defeated 
Marshal  Victor.  In  this  action,  the  brigade  of  Gnard^, 
under  Major-general  Dilkes,  covered  itself  with  glory» 
of  which  his  royal  highness  took  particular  notice  in 
the  following  communication  to  that  officer,  dated 
March  29, 181]. 

"  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  in  my  power  of  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  of  March,  and  of  thanking 
you  for  your  obliging  attention  in  communicating  to  me  thw 
early,  what  relates  to  the  distinguished  conduct  of  my  gallant  old 
friends  the  Guards,  under  your  command,  in  the  glorious  and 
severely  contested  action  of  the  5th.  While  I  congratulate  yoo 
and  them  on  the  successful  result  of  an  action,  in  which  their 
efforts  were  so  conspicuous,  and  so  deserving  of  the  admixatkni 
with  which  all  have  viewed  them,  I  cannot  conceal  my  deep 
feelings  of  regret,  that  it  has  been  attended  with  so  severe  and 
painful  a  loss  of  officers  and  men,  which  upon  this  occasion,  per- 
haps, makes  a  deeper  impression  upon  nie,  as  many  of  the  latter 
were  old  soldiers,  and  faithful  companions,  whose  mentorious 
exertions  I  have  myself  witnessed,  and  had  occasion  to  approve 
upon  former  occasions. 

"I  have  read  with  great  satisfaction  in  Lieutenant-general 
Graham's  despatch,  the  high  and  wcll-eanied  encomiuros^bestowed 
upon  your  conduct,  and  that  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged 
under  your  command ;  and,  as  a  brother  Guardsman,  (a  title  of 
which  I  shall  ever  b^  >t  nroud)  and  colonel  of  the  corps,  I 
trust  I  shall  not  as  exceeding  the  limits  of  my 

station,  in  reqw  yourself  receive  and  ccmvey 
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to  the  brigade  under  your  oidere,  my  sincere  and  cordial  thanks 
for  having  so  gloriously  mamtained,  and  indeed,  if  possible, 
raised  the  high  character  of  a  corps  in  whose  success,  collectively 
and  mdividuallyy  I  shall  never  cease  to  take  the  wannest  in- 
terest." 

As  the  restrictions  by  whicli  the  Prince  Regent  was 
limited  in  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  were 
about  to  expire;  his  royal  highness  directed  his 
thoughts  to  the  formation  of  a  ministry  that  should 
reconcile  parties  for  the  pnblic  benefit,  withoat  requir- 
ing any  compromise  of  principle.  For  this  pnrpose,  he 
entrusted  the  negociation  of  the  concern  to  the  Duke 
of  York,  in  the  following  letter : — 

Mt  deaeest  Beother, 

As  the  restrictions  on  the  exercise  of  the  royal  authority  will 
shortly  expire,  when  I  must  make  my  arrangements  for  the  future 
administration  of  the  powers  with  which  I  am  invested,  I  think 
it  right  to  communicate  those  sentiments,  which  I  was  withheld 
from  expressing  at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  by  my  wannest 
desire,  that  the  expected  motion  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland  might 
undergo  the  deliberate  discussion  of  parliament,  unmixed  with 
any  other  consideration. 

I  think  it  hardly  necessary  to  call  your  recollection  to  the 
recen^circumstances  under  which  I  assumed  the  authority  dele- 
gated \o  me  by  parliament.  At  a  moment  of  unexampled  difE- 
culty  and  danger,  I  was  called  upon  to  make  a  selection  of 
persons  to  whom  I  should  entrust  the  functions  of  the  executive 
government.  My  sense  of  duty  to  our  royal  Father  solely  decided 
that  choice ;  and  every  private  feeling  gave  way  to  considerations 
which  admitted  of  no  doubt  or  hesitation.  I  trusted  I  acted  in 
that  respect  as  the  genuine  representative  of  the  august  person 
whose  functions  I  was  appointed  to  discharge ;  and  I  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing,  that  such  was  the  opinion  of  persons, 
for  whose  judgment  and  honourable  feelings  I  entertain  the 
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higbett  respect  in  various  mstances,  as  you  well  know.  'Wbet 
the  law  of  the  last  session  left  me  at  full  liberty,  I  waved  any 
personal  gratification,  in  order  that  his  Majesty  nig^t  resume, 
on  his  restoration  to  health,  every  power  and  prerogative  belong- 
ing to  his  croi^n.  I  certainly  am  the  last  person  in  the  kingdom 
to  whom  it  can  be  permitted  to  despair  of  our  royal  Father's 
recovery.  A  new  era  is  now  arrived,  and  I  cannot  but  reflect 
with  satisfaction  on  the  events  which  have  distinguished  the 
short  period  of  my  restricted  regency.  Instead  of  suffering  in 
the  loss  of  her  possessions,  by  the  gigantic  force  which  has  been 
employed  against  them.  Great  Britam  has  added  inds{  important 
acquisitions  to  her  empire.  The  national  ikith  faaa  been  pre- 
served inviolable  towards  our  allies ;  and  if  Aaracter  is  strength, 
as  applied  to  a  nation,  the  increased  and  increasing  reputation 
of  his  Majesty's  arms  will  shew  to  the  nations  of  the  Continent, 
how  much  they  may  achieve  when  animated  by  a  gloHOus  spirit 
of  resistance  to  a  foreign  yoke.  In  the  critical  situation  of 
the  war  in  the  Peninsula,  I  shall  be  most  anxious  to  avoid  aay 
measure  which  can  lead  my  allies  to  suppose  that  I  mean  to 
depart  from  the  present  system.  Perseverance  alone  can  achSete 
the  great  object  in  question ;  and  I  cannot  withhold  my  appro- 
bation from  those  who  have  honourably  distinguisbed'  themselves 
in  support  of  it.  I  have  no  predilections  to  indulge,— no  rsKiit- 
ments  to  gratify, — no  objects  to  attain,  but  such  as  are  common 
to  the  whole  empire.  If  such  is  the  leading  principle  of  my 
conduct, — and  I  can  appeal  to  the  past  as  evidence  of  what  the 
future  will  be, — I  flatter  myself  I  shall  meet  whh  the  support 
of  parliament,  and  of  a  candid  and  enlightened  nation.  Having 
made  the  communication  of  my  sentimebts  in  this  new  and 
extraordinary  crisis  of  our  affairs,  I  cannot  conclude  without 
expressing  the  gratification  I  shpuld  feel,  if  some  of  Aose  per- 
sons with  whom  the  early  habits  of  my  public  life  were  formed, 
would  strengthen  my  hands,  and  constitute  a  part  of  my  goivem- 
ment.  With  such  support,  and  aided  by  a  vigorous  and  muted 
administration,  formed  on  the  most  liberal  basis,  I  shall  look 
with  additional  confidence  to  a  prosperous  issue  of  the  most 
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atdttouB  contest  in  which  Great  Britain  was  ever  engaged.  You 
are  authorized  to  communicate  these  sentiments  to  Lord  Grey, 
who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  make  them  known  to  Lord  Grenville. 

I  am  always,  my  dearest  Frederick,  your  very  affectionate 
Brother, 

(Signed)  George  P.  R. 

CarltoH  ffause^  Feb.  13,  l81d. 

P.  S.  I  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  immediately  to 
Mr.  Percival. 

The  Duke  of  York  lost  no  time  in  the  discharge  of 
this  commission,  but^  in  reply,  he  had  the  mortification 
to  receive  the  following  letter : — 

Sir,  Feb.  15,  1812. 

We  beg  leave  most  humbly  to  express  to  your  royal  highness 
our  dutiful  acknowledgments,  for  the  gracious  and  condescending 
manner  in  which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  communicate  to 
us  the  letter  of  his  royal  higlmess  the  Prince  Regent,  on  the 
sul]ject  of  the  arrangements  to  be  now  made  for  the  future 
administration  of  the  public  affairs ;  and  we  take  the  liberty  of 
availing  ourselves  of  your  gracious  permission,  to  address  to  your 
royal  highness  in  this  form,  what  has  occurred  to  us  in  conse- 
quence of  that  communication.  The  Prince  Regent,  after  ex* 
pressing  to  your  royal  highness  in  that  letter  his  sentiments  on 
vMous  public  matters,  has,  in  the  concluding  paragraph,  con- 
descended to  intimate  his  vrish  that  some  of  those  persons  with 
whom  the  early  habits  of  his  public  hfe  were  formed,  would 
strengthen  his  royal  highness's  hands,  and  constitute  a  part  of 
his  government :  and  his  royal  highness  is  pleased  to  add,  that 
with  such  support,  aided  by  a. vigorous  and  united  adminis- 
tration, formed  on  the  most  libanl  basis,  he  would  look  with 
additional  confidence  to  a  proq^erons  issue  of  the  most  arduous 
contest  in  which  Great  Britain  has  ever  been  engaged.  On  the 
other  parts  of  his  royal  highness's  letter  we  do  not  presume  to 
offer  any  observations ;  but  in  the  conclndiBg  paragraph,  in  so 
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-.  .^-    V    ^i»|AMi:  outkIvos  included  in  the 
vi't«ii*»o^  wf  ow^r  It.  in  obedience  and 
,jii.v%^    u   .\;»i«iiu  cur««!Lvi^s  with  frankness 
*K^  -***v    Tiv>i>  :'ir?iesty  x  usure  kis  royal 
^v  ■•it--'>     x\.-r|»».    :\c>fc  li  iiioj.'^ir  and  dutv. 
j^r.\i.    '.     ^    n-Aiu.   i:c  iis  purpose  .L 
^  '•«i'..^    ■     "u    vTiuiTT.  izju.  Knifing  ii£CL  .a  ^^trn.- 

.  -u.  >  -r-  !.'c  jsJl  jtiT^iiQal  exclusion  we  enxmtj  t'^bi'*  »  m  : 
,  ,»^  it  -^iL'Lc  nKt.-yira ;  and  it  \%  on  this  groimi  LJr&e  chat 
i.*&4.  -\rri«-  "Without  reserve,  the  impossibility  of  our  uniting 
.4.1^1  He  present  govemmenL  Our  differences  of  o^nioii  are  too 
•iuu*  uui  too  importaot  to  admit  of  such  a  union.  His  r^yal 
ligiiness  will,  we  are  confident,  do  us  the  jostioe  to  remember, 
rbat  we  have  twice  already  acted  on  this  impresftkn ;  in  \^<f^, 
>>n  the  propr/sition  then  made  to  us  under  his  Majestr's  authority; 
and  last  year,  when  his  royal  highness  was  pleased  to  require 
our  advicre  respi.*cting  the  formation  of  a  new  gorerament.  The 
reasons  which  we  tlicn  humbly  submitted  to  him,  are  strength- 
ened by  the  increasing  dangers  of  the  times;  nor  has  there, 
down  trj  this  moment,  appeared  even  any  approximatioa  towards 
soch  an  agreement  of  opinion  on  the  public  interests,  as  can 
akme  form  a  basis  for  the  honourable  union  of  parties  previootly 
opposed  to  each  other.  Into  the  detail  of  those  differences  we 
are  unwilling  to  enter;  they  embrace  almost  all  the  leading 
features  of  the  present  policy  of  the  empire.  But  his  royal 
highness  has,  himself,  been  pleased  to  advert  to  the  late  deli- 
berations of  parliament  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland :  this  is  a  su^i^ect, 
above  all  others,  important  in  itself,  and  connected  with  the  most 
pressing  dangers.  Far  from  concurring  in  the  sentiments  which  his 
Majesty's  ministers  have,  on  that  occasion,  so  recently  expressed, 
we  entertain  opinions  directly  opposite :  we  are  firmly  persuaded 
of  the  necessity  of  a  total  change  in  the  present  system  of  that 
country,  and  of  the  immediate  repeal  of  those  civil  di9abilities 
under  which  so  large  a  portion  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  still 
Ubour  on  account  of  their  religious  opinions.  To  recommend 
y^  |)arliament  this  repeal,  is  the  first  advice  which  it  would  be  our 
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duty  to  offer  to  his  royal  highness^  could  we,  even  for  the  shortest 
time,  make  ourselves  responsible  for  any  farther  delay  in  the 
prospect  of  a  measure,  without  which  we  could  entertain  no 
hope  of  rendering  ourselves  useful  to  his  royal  highness,  or  to 
the  country.  We  have  only  further  to  beg  your  royal  highness 
to  lay  before  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  the  expres- 
sion of  our  humble  duty,  and  the  sincere  and  respectful  assur- 
ance of  our  earnest  wishes  for  whatever  may  best  promote  the 
ease,  honour,  and  advantage  of  his  royal  highnesses  government, 
and  the  success  of  his  endeavours  for  the  public  welfare.  We 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  '*  Gret."  ' 

"Grenvillb." 

To  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York. 

The  failure  of  this  negociation  fixed  the  existing 
ministers  in  their  places;  bat  shortly  afterwards  an- 
other change  ensued^  occasioned  by  the  assassination 
of  Mr.  Percival. 

Upon  this  melancholy  catastrophe,  the  Prince  Re- 
gent empowered  the  Marquis  Wellesley  to  organize 
an  entire  new  cabinet.  In  the  execution  of  this  com* 
mission,  that  nobleman  called  to  his  assistance  Earl 
Moira  and  Lord  Ersldne;  but  the  lords  Grey  and 
Grenville  refused  to  co-operate  with  the  marquis,  when 
they  understood  that  he  had  secured  the  station  of 
prime  minister  to  himself. 

In  this  exigency  the  Regent  gave  a  fresh  commission 
to  Earl  Moira ;  who  met  with  no  better  success,  for  the 
same  lords  now  demanded  not  only  the  disposal  of  the 
political  appointments,  but  even  those  of  the  private 
household  of  the  prince.  With  this  unreasonable  re- 
quisition his  royal  highness  would  have  complied,  had 
not  Lord  Moira  indignantly  restrained  him  from  such 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


A.  D.  1B14  TO  1816. 

Fkw  happier  see&eg  coald  be  exhibited  to  the 
of  pedee  and  aocial  order  than  the  public  entranco 
tf  IxMffa  XVm.  into  the  Ekigti^  capital,  on  the  2Mfa 
ef  April  1814.  The  monarch  wa9  met,  at  Siaamore, 
by  the  Prince  Regent,  who  accompanied  him  in  the 
same  carriage  to  town.  On  their  arrival  at  OrlIIon'» 
Hotel,  in  Albemarle-street,  where  apartments  had  been 
prepared  for  his  majesty,  he  was  received  by  abont 
one  boadred  of  tiie  French  nobility.  On  entering  the 
room,  the  king,  turning  to  the  Regent,  thns  addressed 
Mm :— ''  I  want  words  to  express  the  sentnnents  of  gra- 
tHade  and  regard  whh  which  I  am  deeply  penetrated. 
To  yon.  Sir,  I  owe  every  thing ;  my  life,  even  my  daily 
bread,  and  what  is  more,  the  restoration  of  mysdf  and 
Camily  to  oar  beloved  eonntry,  and  to  the  throne  of  onr 
ancestors.'' 

The  king  then  took  off  the  order  of  St.  Esprit,  which 
he  wore^  and  invested  the  Prince  with  it ;  who  received 
the  di..  cmction  with  an  elegant  expressionr  of  his  joy 
at  the  occasion,  and  the  hope  that  no  event  wonld 
occur  to  distarb  the  harm<my  which  was  now  restored 
between  the  two  nations.  On  the  following  day  a 
Chapter  of  the  Garter  was  held,  when  the  king  was 
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train  of  other  illustrious  visitors^  while  it  diffused  an 
eager  delight  among  all  ranks,  from  the  throne  to  the 
cottage,  created  at  the  same  time  some  considerable 
uneasiness  in  the  royal  family. 

As  on  such  an  occasion  the  levees  and  drawing-rooms 
were  naturally  expected  to  be  unusually  crowded  and 
splendid,  the  regulation  of  them  became  a  matter  of 
important  concern. 

This  business^  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  fiunily,  devolved  chiefly  on  the  Queen,  whose  situa* 
tion  may  be  conceived  from  the  tenor  of  the  letter 
which  she  wrote  to  the  Princess  of  Wales,  in  which 
she  informed  her  royal' highness  **  that  she  had  received 
a  communication  from  her  son,  the  Prince  Regent, 
stating,  that  her  Majesty's  intention  of  holding  two 
drawing-rooms  in  the  ensuing  month  having  been  noti-> 
fied  to  the  public,  he  considers  that  his  own  presence 
at  court  cannot  be  dispensed  with ;  and  that  he  desires 
it  maybe  distinctly  understood,  for  reasons  of  which 
alone  he  could  be  the  judge,  it  was  his  fixed  and  un- 
alterable determination  not  to  meet  the  Princess  of 
Wales  upon  any  occasion,  either  in  public  or  in  pri- 
vate.'' The  Queen,  in  conclusion,  then  observed  that 
she  was  under  the  painful  necessity  of  intimating  to 
the  princess  the  impossibility  of  receiving  her  royal 
highness  at  either  of  her  drawing-rooms* 

Upon  this,  the  princess  replied  in  very  sharp  terms 
to  the  Queen  and  the  Regent;  but  as  her  remon- 
strances could  not  shake  the  resolve  of  the  latter,  she 
adopted  the  extraordinary  measure  of  addressing  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  subject. 

The  communication  being  read  from  the  chair,  a 
debate  ensued ;  but  as  the  case  was  one  that  could  not 
be  entertained  in  that  assembly,  the  affair  terroinatecl 
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Mgard  lo  those  institations  which  were  calculated  for 
the  public  benefit. 

In  (me  of  Ub  eonrersations,  he  fiBuiuIiady  asked  the 
Duke  of  Yoric,  where  the  English  kept  their  poor ;  as 
he  had  seen  none  of  that  class  since  he  came  into  the 
cotuitry. 

l%e  next  day,  his  royal  highness  and  Lord  Yarmouth 
took  the  emperor  to  St.  Martinis  workhouse,  with  the 
whole  •eeonomy  x>f  which  Alexander  was  extremely 
pleased ;  but  said,  this  was  not  what  he  wanted ;  his 
cniiostty  bdng  excited  to  know  where  the  poor  were 
to  be  fonnd?  On  being  informed  that  every  parish 
hfid  an  asylmn  of  this  kind,  and  that  all  jianpers  were 
provided  for  by  act  of  parliament,  he  raised  his  hands 
and  exclaimed,  '^  It  is  no  wonder  England  is  mistress 
of  the  worid/' 

^  The  same  sommet  the  Duke  of  Yoric,  who  was  never 
more  pleased  than  when  employed  in  promoting  works 
of  substantial  benevolence,  laid  the  foundation  atone 
of  the  Westminster  National  School  for  the  education 
of  one  thousand  children,  to  which  establishment  he 
was,  through  life,  a  liberal  benefactor. 

The  next  year  commenced  with  the  institution  of  a 
new  military  order,  grafted  upon  that  of  the  Badi,  for 
the  purpose  of  commemorating  the  auspicious  tennina* 
tion  of  the  war,  and  for  rewarding  the  valour,  perse* 
verance,  and  devotion  of  his  Majesty's  forces  by  sea 
and  land.  Of  this  honourable  Order,  the  Duke  of  York 
was  nominated  Grand  Master. 

But  while  England  was  this  employed  in  entwiuing 
wreaths  of  laurel  for  the*  brows  of  her  hercic  leaders^ 
the  sound  of  the  clarion  was  again  heard,  calling  them 
to  the  field  of  glory.  That  restless  spirit,  which  had 
so  long  disturbed  Europe,  having  escaped  jQrom  Elba 
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sitkm  were  compelled  on  this  occasi<m  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  tlie  public  integrity  of  the  royal  personage 
who  had  been  treated  as  a  delinquent. 

One  of  the  most  flattering  marks  of  respect  paid  'to 
the  Duke  of  York  on  this  occasion^  came  from  Mr. 
Whitfaiead^  who  said^  that  he  knew  not  how  to  object 
to  the  motion^  without  the  appearance  of  ingratitude, 
after  the  nobl^  tribute  that  had  been  rendered  to  his 
royal  highness  the  commander-in-chief^  by  the  Duke 
of  Wellington ;  and  that,  therefore^  under  such  cir- 
eomatanceSy  he  could  not  possibly  withhold  his  sanc- 
tion from  the  proposed  vote. 

Shortly  after  this  signal  triumph  over  prejudice^  his 
royal  highness  met  with  a  serious  accident  at  Oat« 
lands,  by  breaking  his  left  arm  between  the  shoulder 
and  dbow  joint :  but  the  fracture  was  immediately  re- 
duced, and  he  soon  recovered  from  its  effiDcts. 
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CHAP.   XV. 


A,  D.  1816  TO  1818. 

fiii  consequence  of  the  stagnation  of  trade^  and  the 
^tresses  of  ttie  labouring  part  <^  the  coBummuity,  a 
INiUic  meeting  was  convened  to  be  held  oa  Ihe  29lk 
^  July,  1816,  at  the  London  Tavem.  The  JDiike 
nf,  York  presided  on  tlie  occasion,  and  the  meeting 
was  attended  by  the  Dukes  of  Kent  and  Cainbridge» 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  and  many  other  distinguished  characters. 

In  the  midst  of  the  proceedings,  some  of  the  factious 
spirits  of  the  day  broke  into  the  room,  and  endeavoured 
to  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  assembly  by  inflamma- 
tory  speeches.     Little   notice  was   taken  of  the  in- 
truders, and  the  business  concluded  with  the  opening 
of  n  subscription,  to  which  the  Prince  Regent  con- 
tributed five  hundred  pounds,  the  Queen,  the  Dukes 
of  York  and  Cambridge,  three  hundred  pounds  each; 
the  Princess  Charlotte,  and  her  consort  Prince  Leo- 
pold, four  hundred   pounds ;   and  each  of  the  other 
branches   of  the   family   oii<^    himdred    pounds.     The 
bank  of  England  i;avi'  two  thousand  pounds;  and  by 
the  donations   of  the   hcncvolont,  in  loss  than  three 
veekfl  the  subscription  amounted  to  tliirty-livu  thou- 

Mnd  pounds. 
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This  incident^  in  the  history  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
brings  to  recollection  another  instance  of  his  prompt- 
ness to  further  the  cause  of  philanthropy. 

About  the  time  that  Mn  Perciyal  was  assassinated, 
some  gentlemen  formed  the  dei^gn  of  procuring  a  sub- 
scription for  the  manufacturing  and  labouring  poor, 
who  were  then  in  a  state  of  great  misery. 

The  meeting  was  to  be  held  in  Freemasons'  Hall ; 
•Bd  a  gentleman,  well  known  to  his  royal  highness, 
repaired  to  the  Horse  Ouards,  but  found  that  be  was 
in  the  country  about  one  hundred  miles  distant.  An 
express  was  instantly  despatched;  when  the  Duke, 
without  loss  of  time,  hastened  up  to  London,  and 
reacbed  the  hall  just  in  time  to  take  the  chair.  His 
presence  essentially  aided  the  benevolent  purpose,  and 
the  contributions  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  hopes 
of  those  who  projected  the- scheme. 
'  On  this  occasion  the  Duke  expressed  himself  higbfy 
gratified,  in  haying  been  able  to  forward  the  humane 
object,  adding  that  he  should  be  at  all  times  happy  in 
lending  his  assistance  towards  promoting  any  benevo- 
lent design ;  and  that  for  this  purpose  he  would  most 
readily  obey  any  call  made  upon  him  to  preside,  in 
order  to  further  the  ends  of  charity. 

The  sudden  and  melancholy  death  of  the  Princess 
Charlotte  of  Wales,  at  the  close  of  1817,  whUe  it 
fdaced  the  Duke  of  York  next  in  succession  to  the 
throne,  at  the  same  time  made  a.  chasm  not  easy  to  be 
repaired.  On  this  account,  and  to  provide  against 
contingencies,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  forAi  some 
matrimonial  alliances  among  the  junior  branches  of  the 
royal  lineage.  Accordingly,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1818,  tho 
Princess  Elizabeth  was  united  to  the  hereditary  Prince 
of  Hesse  Homberg.    This  ceremony  was  performed 
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'th  ervat  soletonity  in  the  saloon  of  the  Queen's 

.       Miiere  bcr  Majesty  took  her  station  in  a  splen- 

\!\  chair  of  state,  to  the  left  of  the  altar ;  while  the 

dUkrcnt  branches   of  the  family  ranged  themselves 

according  to  order.    The  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 

assisted  by  the  bishop  of  London,  officiated ;  and  the 

bride  was  given  away  by  the  Dnke  of  York,  the  Prince 

jiegent  being  prevented  by  the  gont. 

Ko  application  was  made  to  parliament  in  favour 
of  the  royal  couple ;  but  shortly  after,  a  message  was 
sent  down  to  both  houses,  stating  that  a  matrimonial 
alliance  was  negociated  between  the  Dnke  of  Clarence 
and  the  Princess  of  Saxe-Meningen,  and  another  be- 
tireen  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  and  the  daughter  of  die 
Landgrave  of  Hesse.  It  was,  therefore,  earnestly  re- 
oonnnended  to  parliament,  to  provide  a  snitable  esta- 
blishment for  the  two  princes,  to  enable  them  to  support 
dieir  dignity  in  a  proper  style.  Considering  the  profuse 
inA  extravagant  grant  that  had  been  made  to  Prince 
Leopold  of  Saxe-Cobourg,  it  was  little  to  have  been  ex- 
pected that  any  opposition  would  be  made  to  the  motion 
for  increasing  the  incomes  of  our  own  princes  of  the 
Uood.  Such,  however,  was  the  fact;  and  when  minis- 
ters proposed  an  additional  allowance  of  ten  thousand 
a  year  to  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  and  six  thousand  to  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons negatived  the  first  motion,  and  put  both  brothers 
upon  the  same  footing.  At  the  same  time,  a  proposi- 
tion to  grant  six  thousand  a  year  to  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
beriand  was  rejected  altogether. 
'4  In  consequence  of  thi^  treatment,  the  marriage  of 
tli6  Duke  of  Clarence  was  suspended  for  the  present, 
though  the  treaty  was  soon  after  renewed,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  summer  the  nuptials  were  solcmniaficd ; 
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as  woU  as .  those  of  the  Duke  of  Kent  with  the  sister, 
of  the  Prince  of  Saxe-Cobourg. 

The  contrast  between  the  royal  family  and  tho> 
senate  at  this  period  was  remarkable;  for  while  the 
one  evinced  a  spirit  of  parsimony,  very  disgraceful  to 
the;  representatives  of  a  great  nation,  the  princes,  who* 
were  so  cruelly  treated^  appeared  particularly  con- 
spicuous in  promoting  fiberally  works  of  beneficence.  , 
.  Oa  the  SPth  of  April,  the  London  National  Schools 
imderweot  a  public  examination  at  the  Mansion 
Hoii«e,  in  the  presence  of  the  Queen,  the  Duke  of 
York,  and  some  otber  members  of  the  royal  family. 
The  Egyptian  Hall  was  appropriated  to  this  inte- 
testing  scene,  where  the  Lord  Mayor,  the  archbis)iop 
of  Canterbury^  the  bishop  of  London^  and  a  greiEtt  nui^i 
ber  of  persons  of  distinction,  attended*  The  business 
coniBAenced  with  the  introduction,  of  the.^K^holar^^of 
whoBL  there  were  about  three  hundred  girls,  ai;id^mojre 
than  seven  hundred  boys.  When  they, were,  all 
arranged,  they  sung  a  hymn,  and  repeated  part  of  the 
church  service.  The  great  body  was  then  dismissed^ 
and  each  class  was  afterwards  .  introduced  .  in  snc^ 
cession.  On  a  word  being  given^  the  children  spelled 
it,  and  wrote  it  on  their  slates.  They  performed 
exercises  in  arithmetic  in  a  similar  manner,  and  read 
several  chapters  in  the  bible.  When  the  business  was 
over,  the  examiners,  secretary,  and  others,  were  intro- 
duced to  her  Majesty,  who  was  highly  pleased  with 
the  scene  she  had  witnessed. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Free- 
masons' Tavern,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  subscrip- 
tion in  aid  of  the  National  Schools.  It  was  attended 
by  many  dignitaries  of  the  church,  and  several  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  of  the  first  consequence  in  the 
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kingdom.    The  Duke  of  York  having  taken  the  bhttir, 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  stated,  that  there  had 
been  laised  for  this  mstitution,  by  pablic  rabscrip- 
tion,  the  sum  of  above  thirty^ight  thoRsand  pounds, 
with  v^hich  a  central  school,  that  was  a  model  for  all 
others,  had  been  founded.    Here  foor  thousand,  fowr 
hundred  and  forty  children  were  educated,  and  mstmo- 
tion  given  to  above  five  hundred  masters  and  mistvesses  • 
Out  of  this  fund,  two  hundred  and  seventy-sis  schools 
leceived  assistance,  and  in  one  thousaad,  one  hua** 
died,  and  forty-four  branches  of  those  sdiools,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  children  weceBow  le- 
ceiving  education.    A  subscription  beuig  opened,  her 
Majesty  and  the  Prince  Regent  contributed  five  hun- 
dred pounds  each,  the  Duke  of  YoA  one  hundred 
guineas,  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Homberg  a  like 
sum,  and  many  others  followed  with  proportionable 
liberality,  making  in  tlie  whole  amount,  about  five 
thousand  pounds.- 

On  the  6th  of  the  same  month,  the  annivenmry 
meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Society,  for  maintaimug, 
clothing,  and  educating  of  the  children  of  poor  natives 
of  that  county,  resident  .in  the  metropolis,  was  held 
at  the  London  Tavern.  The  Duke  of  York  was  in  the 
chair,  and  readily  acceded  to  the  request  of  becoming 
patron  of  the  institution. 

But  with  the  joy  produced  by  the  royal  marriages, 
and  the  benevolent  exercises  in  which  the  august 
family  took  so  much  delight,  much  pain  was  mingled ; 
for  though  new  relations  were,  formed,  old  ones  were 
dissolving,  and  they  who  had  lived  long  together  in 
perfect  harmony,  were  about  to  be  separated  for  ever. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York 
gave   a   splendid   entertainment   to   the  whole  of  the 
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royal  family,  when,  in  the  midst  of  the  festive  scehe, 
the  Queen  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  spasmodic 
affection  of  so  alanning  a  nature,  that  the  party  broke 
up  in  the  utmost  distress.  Though  her  Majesty  re- 
covered from  the  violent  attack,  it  became  evident 
that  the  system  had  sustained  an  irreparable  shock ; 
in  consequence  of  which,  no  time  was  lost  in  hasten- 
ing through  parliament  a  bill  to  amend  that  part  of 
the  regency  act  whioh  related  to  the  custody  of  the 
person  of  the  King.  After  providing  for  the  increase 
of  her  Majesty's  council,  it  was  enacted,  that  in  case 
parliaoBent  was  is  a  state  of  prorogation  at  the  period 
of  the  Q«eea^  'demise,  it  should  be  called  together 
widun  sixty  days  from  that  period. 

The  royal  invalid  soon  after  this  removed  to  Kt/vt, 
where  she  lingered  tiH  Tuesday,  November  17th,  wbes 
death  closed  her  snffecings,  in  tlie  midst  of  her  afflicted 
fiuoadly.  The  Prince  Regent,  and  the  Duke  df  Tcrk, 
with  the  IVincesjaes,  were  in  constant  attendance  upiMi 
"their  venerable  {larent,  and  supported  >har  in  her  last 
moments.  She  knew  them  all,  looked  on  them  witk 
(affectionate  regard,  and  weidd  have  spoken,  but  the 
power  of  speech  was  ^denied^^ind  she  went  off  wiflnmt 
a  sigh  or  a  sitvugi^e. 


•«w 
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:^on  after  the  ocGurrencey  by  the  attendttnt  sturgeon  bf  Ibe 
housebold,  and  no  bad  consequences  were  thb  result. 

The  marriage  of  the  Duke  of  Kent  having  been  pro* 
ductive  of  a  daughter,  the  34th  of  June  was  appointed 
for  the  christening;  on  ithich  occasion  the  royal  ftmt 
of  gold  was  remoTed  flrom  the  Tower  to  Kensihgton 
palace,  for  the  celebration  of  the  ceremony.  The  lirch* 
bishop  of  Canterbury^  assisted  by  the  bishop  of  Lon- 
don, officiated ;  and  the  toyal  infttnt  was  named  by  the 
Duke  of  York,  as  the  representative  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia— Alexandrina  Vittoria. 

TH«  Prince  Hegeiit,  and  nearly  kll  the  royal  ftdiliiiy^ 
were  presenton  this  joyAil  occdsion;  wMdi  seamed  t» 
promise  many  years  of  union  and  ha^ipiness;  Fsite, 
howef^,  ffedded  otherwise;  and  the  same  coln&tiany 
never  again  met  together.  The  circmnstances'ittf  the- 
Ditke  erf  Kent  being  so  very  drctiiiiscrtMd  as  t6  render 
a  rigid  economy  necessary ;  he  went  tb  reside  vt  Sid- 
liAHtth'ift  Devonshire,  Where  he  was  caMed  M  kAd- 
dietfly  b:^  h  fever  produced  IVoni  cold,  on  thtf  88d  of 
January,  ISSO. 

'  'While  th^  prorations  were  making  for  the  Inter- 
ilieiit  olr  thl^  j^udor  branch  of  tiie  fainily ,  an '  etx^ress 
aMt«d  eftriy  on  the  mdtning  of  the  29th  of  ihe  same 
itionth;  arppthAng  the  Duke  of  York  that  a  shdden 
ehange  had  taken  place  iit  the  state  of  the  Kihg,  and 
ttM  his  dissolntlon  might  hourly  b^  expected.  His 
royal  highness  immediately  hastened  to  Windsor,  and 
at  thirty-five  minutes  past  eight  o'clock  the  same 
evening,  he  witnessed  the  peaceful  departure  of  his* 
vraerable  patent  from  a  world  to  which  he  had  beM 
long  dead, — to  one  that  had  ever  been  the  governing 
principle  of  his  conduct  during  the  whole  of  his  long 
and  eventAfl  reign. 

3q 
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alloyed  by  the  fennent  now  excited  to  distiHb  the 
peace  of  his  sovereign  and  brother. 

The  Qaeen-consort,  who  had  been  now  absent  above 
five  years,  no  sooner  received  the  intdligence  of  the 
demise  of  the  late  King,  than  she  formed  the  resola* 
tion'  of  retaming  home,  and  asf^rting  her  claims  to 
regal  honours.  This  was  a  painful  business  to  the 
royal  family,  and  peculiarly  embarrassing  to  minis- 
ten,  who  were  obviously  taken  by  surprise. 

Fcit  a  -considerable  period  before  the  present  change^ 
strange'  rumours    had    been    circulated    throughout 
Europe,  concerning  the  deportment  and  connexions-  of 
the  royal  wanderer.    Government,  on  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  these  unpleasant  reports,  caused  •  an 
inquiry  to  be  instituted  into  the  truth  of  thcnn ;  bat 
the  result  was  kept  a  profound  secret  from  Ae  pQblic, 
till  the  sudden  resolution  of  the  Queen  tendered  some 
measures  necessary  to  justify  the  Witiiholding  fron 
her  those  marks'  of  distinction,  to  which,  as  tho^ 'con- 
sort of  the  King,  she  had  a  legal  claim.  -  When  Urn 
Queen  reached  St.  Omer,  near  Calais,  then,  and  not 
before,  ministers  appeared  alarmed,  and  attraipted  to 
divert  her  purpose  by  overtures  of  a  pecuniary  nature, 
Which  she  spumed,  and  by  threats,  which  she  set  at 
deflanoe.    From  St.  Omer  she  despatched  three  letters, 
one  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  anotiier  to  Lord  Melville, 
and  a  third  to  the  Duke  of  York.    The  first  contained 
a  peremptory  order  that  one  of  the  palaces  should  be 
forthwith  prepared  for  her  reception;  in  the  second^ 
she  called  upon  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  to  send 
a  royal  yacht  to  Calais,  to  convey  her  and  her  suite  to 
England;  and  the  last  was  a  recapitulation  of  .both 
demands,  with  a  vehement  remonstrance  against  the 
manner  in  which  she  had  been  treated. 
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to  his  situation  too  wi^U,  to  traokle  to  the^  multitude 
for  a  little  ephenieral  popularity;  and  his  regard  to 
truth  would  pot  suffer  him  to  assume  the  pemicioua 
dis  jn^se  of  iudifference,  when  called  <ipon  to  act  in  a 
judicial  capacity* 

While  the  natioii  was  agitata  by  this  disgusting 
investigation  into  the  conduct  of  one  female  of  the 
highest  rank;  public  sympathy  was  excited  by  the 
death  of  the  Duchess  of  York.  >  The  declining  state 
of  her  royal  h^hness's  health  had  long  been  a  subject 
of  fearftil  anxiety  among  her  friends  and  domestics; 
but  within  a  fbw  weeks  previous  to  her  dissolution^ 
nature  seemed  to  have  gained  a  triumph,  and  hopec^ 
were  entertained  that  the  yirnlence  of  her.disease  had 
received  an  effectual  check:  ^  Unhappily  those  expec- 
tations were  fkllacious ;  and  tbe  spasmodic  attackn 
to  which  she  had  been  long  subject,  returned  with 
alarming  yiolence. 

On  Tneadaj  ]iM>ming,  the  1st  of  August,!  the  sjruip- 
toms  were  nfb,  that  an  express  vfw  sent  off  fnnu 
Oatlands  to  the  Duke,  who  was  then  in  town,  and 
holding  a  leree  at  the  Horse  Guardp,  His  royal 
highness,  having  seen  all  the  gentlemen  on  his  list, 
hastened  in  his  aingle*horse  chaise  tq  York  House, 
where  bia  tiaTelUng  cbatiot  wa$  in  readiness,  .and  set 
off  instantly  for  Oatlands,  On  his  arrival,  he  Jiad  the 
satisfaction  to  find  the  Duchess  reeovered  from  the 
attack,  and  enjoying  some  repose;  in  consequence  of 
which^  he  returned  to  London,  to  resume  his  puUie 
duties;  and  on  Friday  and  Saturday  he  was  present 
with  the  King,  at  two  grand  reviews  on  Hounsk>w 
Heath. 

On  the  evening  of  Saturday*  however,  he  received 
a  fresh  summons,  and  repair^  with  all  possible  de^ 


MEMOIR  OP   THE   DUKK  OP    YQRl^.  48& 

• 

to  service,  or  provided  for  with  suitable  employment, 
labile  the  boys  were  apprenticed  at  the  charge  of  the 
Duchess,  who  also  gave  marriage  portions  to  the  de- 
serving, and  extended  her  benevolence  to  their  rising 
families.  Among  her  own  household,  not  a  servant 
was  married  without  having  a  house  furnished  by  her 
roy 24  highness ;  so  that  the  estate  and  vicinity  abounded 
with  cottages  tenanted  by  persons  who  had  been  do- 
mestics of  the  mansion-house.  The  Duchess  also  found- 
ed two.  benefit  societies,  for  the  encouragement  of  in- 
djustrious  labourers ;  one  at  Wpy bridge,  and  the  other 
at  Walton*upon-Thames,  both  of  which  she  not  only 
liberally  endowed  at  the  outset,  but  unceasingly  watch- 
ed their  progress  and  fostered  their  interests. 

Besides  this,  she  had  a  long  list  of  infirm  pensioners, 
of  both  sexes,  in  London,  who  received  regular  allow- 
ances, some  five,  others  ten,  and  some  even  twenty 
pounds  a  year.  The  catalogue  of  public  charities 
exhibited  also  ample  testimony  of  her  zeal  to  further 
objects  of  benevolence,  and  of  the  concern  which  she 
took  in  every  thing  calculated  to  promote  the  happi- 
ness, or  to  alleviate  the  suflerings,  of  her  fellow- 
creatures.  In  fact,  this  illustrious  princess  never  turned 
away  her  ear  from  the  prayer  of  want,  or  the  complaint 
of  misery.  On  the  contrary,  she  had  a  hand  as  open 
as  day  to  melting  charity ;  so  that  it  might  be  truly 
said,  the  blessing  of  thet  poor  and  needy  was  upon  her 
in  life,  and  that  their  tears  followed  her  to  the  grave. 
Nor  let  it  be  forgotten,  that  in  all  these  exercises 
of  humanity,  the  Duchess  met  with  the  full  and  cheer* 
ful  concurrence  of  her  royal  consort ;  who  was  pleased, 
at  her  demise,  to  direct  that  all  her  charities  should  be 
regularly  continued. 

But  it  was  not  the  human  race  alone  that  expe- 
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she  forinred  one  of  the  finest  grottoes  ever  seen'  in  this 
kingdom^  expending  thereon,  it  is  «aid^  near  twelve 
thousand  pounds. 

Some  time  before  her  death,  the  Duchess  expressed 
a  particular  desire  that  her  remains  should  be  depo- 
sited, not  in  the  royal  munsolenm  at  Windsor,  but  in  a 
small  yaolt  whioh  was  prepared  by  her  own  orderi^  in 
the  parish  church  of  Weybridge.  The  Diike,  whea 
consulted  upon  the  su'bxect  of  the  funeral,  at  once 
determined  that  the  wish  of  his  lamented  consort 
should  be  complied  with ;  and  directions  were  accord- 
ingly given  that  the  obsequies  should  be  performed 
as  she  had  requested,  and  that  with  as  little  ostentation 
as  possible. 

The  vault  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  church,  imme- 
diately under  the  pew  that  was  commonly  occupied  by 
the  domestics  of  Oatlands.  The  entrance  is  on  the 
outside  of  the  ehurch,  so  that  the  body  was  in  the  first 
instance  to  be  deposited  in  the  aisle  of  the  sacred 
edifice ;  and,  after  the  first  part  of  the  service,  to  be 
conveyed  outside  to  the  place  of  interment.  For  the 
convenience  of  those  who  took  part  in  the  procession, 
a  boarded  platform  was  laid  from  the  church  porch  to 
the  entrance  of  the  vault.  This  was  about  eight  feet 
wide,  and  bounded  on  each  side  by  a  rail  covered  with 
black  cloth.  Immediately  over  the  vault,  ^d  ext^^d- 
ing  about  twenty  feet  fiK>m  the  cburcl^  njr^  was  a 
covered  way,  which  was  also  liung  ifitb  t^lack. 

Adjoining  the  royal  vault  is  another,  wberoiA  1^ 
the  remains  of  the  former  wife  of  Colond  Bunbury^  and 
two  of  her  relatives.  Thia  lady,  who  bad  occiipie<j[  a 
house  ju^t  out^i^e  the  park  at  Oatlands,  yraa  c^  moft 
intinpAte  and  dear  frien4  <rf*  the  Duchess  of  Yoik  ;  aB4 
it  .i^asjletil^d  between  them,  that  ih^f^  mortal  re}ic9 

3  R 
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of  the  apartment,  were  displayed  the  annorial  bearings 
of  the  royal  famUy.  At  the  head  of  the  coffin  was 
fixed  a  satin  escutcheon,  containing  the  quarterings 
of  the  royal  houses  of  Great  Britain  and  Prussia ;  and 
a  still  greater  degree  of  splendour  was  thrown  upon 
the  state  room,  from  six  large  wax  candles  which 
burned  on  each  side  of  the  coffin. 

The  formation  of  the  dining-room  of  the  late  Duchess 
was  upon  a  new  and  improved  arrangement,  and  the 
roof  being  gathered  up,  so  as  to  form  a  tent,  added 
considerably  to  the  mournful  effect.  The  five  ladies 
who  attended  during  the  view  of  the  public,  and  who 
relieved  each  other,  were  )>ady  Anne  Culling  Smith, 
Mrs.  Kendall,  Mrs.  Sylvester,  Mrs.  Thorley,  and  Miss 
Downard. 

It  was  at  first  arranged,  that  the  gates  of  the  park 
should  be  closed  at  four  o'clock,  and  that  no  persoii 
should  be  admitted  out  of  mourning:  as  this  rule, 
however,  could  not  be  traced  to  any  authentic  source, 
and  numbers  came  in  colours,  the  steward  gave  orders 
for  the  gates  to  be  opened  to  those  who  presented 
themselves;  saying,  he  was  sure  it  was  the  Duke's 
wish  that  all  ranks  should  be  permitted  to  pay  the  last 
token  of  respect  to  the  departed  Duchess ;  and,  in 
consequence,  every  description  of  persons  obtained 
admission  till  half  past  five. 

This  solemn  ceremony  w^as  repeated  the  next  day ; 
but  it  was  found  impracticable  to  throw  the  doori^ 
open  to  the  public  after  one  o'clock,  as  there  were 
upwards  of  one  hundred  horses  to  arrange  for  the  pro- 
cession ;  and  those  only  who  came  to  attend  the  funeral, 
with  a  few  others,  were  admitted  to  witness  the  most 
affecting  scene  of  all, — that  of  the  Duke  seated  at  the 
head  of  the  coffin  during  the  whole  of  the  last  hour^ 
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The  crowd  which  aasembled  to  witness  this  solem- 
nity^ was  immense ;  not  only  from  the  adjacent  vil- 
lages, but  from  London ;  yet,  by  the  precautions  that 
were  adopted,  the  utmost  order  was  observed,  and  no 
accidents  happened. 

The  schools  of  girls  and  boys,  supported  by  her 
royal  highpess,  the  former  consisting  of  twenty-two, 
and  the  latter  of  fourteen,  all  of  whom  appeared  in 
deep  mourning,  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  I>uke» 
(except  two  who  wore  the  uniform  of  Christ's  Hospital, 
to  which  the  Duchess  had  gained  their  admission,)  were 
also  permitted  to  view  the  awfol  spectacle  of  their 
benefactress  lying  in  state ;  with  which  they  appeared 
deeply  affected. 

As  the  hour  of  the  funeral  approached,  the  company 
began  to  arrive ;  and  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  accom- 
panied by  Colonel  Stevenson,  alighted  at  Oatlands  at 
a  quarter  past  one  from  London,  and  Prince  Leopold 
a  few  minutes  after  from  ClaremonL  The  Duke  of 
Sussex,  accompanied  by  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  came 
at  twenty  minutes  before  two  from  Kensington ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Clarence  followed  soon  after  from  St. 
James's. 

At  three  o'clock  the  Duke  of  York  rose  from  sitting 
>  in  state,  and  the  arrangements  were  immediatdy  made 
for  the  procession  to  move  in  the  following  order: — 

Four  Mutes  on  horseback. 
The  twenty-two  Girls  and  fourteen  Boys,' two  and  two,  headed 

by  their 
Mistress  and  Master. 
'nf-Tna^V  gtate  Ganriage,  drawn  hy  six  beautiful 
Ck  plttmes,  and  new  black  velvet  cloth, 
J  haaimer  cfeth  of  black;  the  coach- 
to  each  hone^  aQ  in  deep  mduni- 
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ing.  This  carriage  oontained  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  carrying  her 
late  royal  highness's  coronet  on  a  crimson  velvet  cashion,  sup** 
ported  by  Colonels  Berkeley  and  Amistroiig. 

The  Hearse,  ^th  the  VMfSKi  MNBff,  covered  with  a  superb  Pall, 
drawn  by  the  Duchess's  six  iron  greys,  with  black  harness,  and 
ornamented  with  black  plumes,  black  rosettes  on  their  manes, 
and  each  horse  covered  with  a  new  velvet  cloth,  on  which  were 
the  coronet  and  royal  arms;  a  groom  to  each  horse;  and  the 
hearse  driven  by  the  Duchess's  own  coachman^  in  deep  mourn- 
ing; on  each  side  of  the  hearse  were  the  royal  arms,  and  at  the 
back  the  arms  and  initials  of  her  royal  highness;  the  bottom  of 
the  velvet  covering  being  ornamented  with  fringe,  as  also  was 
the  velvet  ^hammer  cloth. 

The  carriages,  containing  the  Duke  of  York,  and  the 
other  moomers,  then  succeeded  in  the  following  order : — 

The  First  Carriage. 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  chief  mourner, 

accompanied  by 
His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Leopold,  and  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale, 
as  Executors  to  the  late  Duchess. 

Second  Carriage. 
Their  Royal  Highnesses : 
The  Duke  of  Clarence, 


The  Duke  of  Sussex,  and 
The  Duke  of  Cambridge. 

Tliird  Carriage. 

Pall  Bearers: 
Sir  H.Torrens, 
Sir  H.  Calvert, 
Sir  W.  Gordon, 
Sir  H.  Taylor. 


Fourth  Carriage. 
Lady  A.  C.  Smith, 
Marchioness  of  Worcester. 
Miss  Fitzroy,  and 
Miss  C.  Smith. 

Fifth  Carriage. 
Marquis  of  Worcester, 
Lord  Alvanley, 
Right  Hon.  Sir  B.  Bloomfield, 
Hon.  Colonel  Stanhope,  and 


Colonel  Cook. 

The  remaining  nine  carriages  were  611ed  with  the  medical 
attendants,  and  other  members  of  the  royal  establishments. 
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The  Duke  of  ITork^  on  coming  out  of  tiie  mansion- 
honse^  burst  into  tears;  and  the  whole  of  the  royal 
Dukes^  Prince  Leopold^  the  mourners^  and  even  the 
spectators^  were  much  affected.  The  procession  moyed 
as  slow  as  the  spirit  of  the  horses  could  permit ;  and 
the  tolling  of  the  bells  of  the  neighbouring  parish 
churches^  added  much  to  the  solemnity  of  the  scene.' 
A  great  number  of  persons  were  admitted  int6  Oe 
park  as  spectators.  The  streets  of  Weybridge  were 
thronged^  and  even  scaffoldings  had  been  erected  to 
be  let  out  as  seats.  The  excellent  plan  of  the  tem- 
porary platform  in  the  chnrch-yard^  leading  to  the 
vaults  afforded  to  many  an  opportunity  of  riewing  the 
procession  without  interruption ;  and  the  greatest  order 
and  regularity  every  where  prevailed^  through  the 
management  of  the  police. 

The  Duke  of  York^  his  royal  relatives^  and  a  few 
others,  sat  in  the  late  Duchess's  pew  on  the  south 
side  of  the  gallery,  which  was  covered  with  black 
cloth,  as  well  as  the  pulpit  and  desk;  and  on  the 
opposite  side  were  her  late  royal  highness's  weeping 
dependants. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  remains  of  her  royal  high- 
ness at  the  church,  they  were  received  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Haultain  the  rector,  and  Sir  George  Naylor,  Claren- 
cieux,  king  at  arms,  acting  as  garter,  wearing  his  hat- 
band, and  bearing  his  baton. 

A  procession  was  then  made  into  the  church,  and 
the  royal  Dakes,  and  the  other  persons  composing  the 
procession,  were  conducted  to  their  places. 

The  coffin  was  placed  upon  tressels  near  the  altar, 
and  the  first  part  of  the  service  was  read  by  the  rector. 
The  royal  remains  were  then  carried  from  the  church 
in  the  same  order  of  procession  to  the  vault,  where. 
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the  burial  oflBc^  being  concluded^  and  the  coffin  depo- 
sited. Sir  George  Naylor  proclaimed  her  royal  high- 
nesses style  and  title  as  follows : — 

''Thus  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God  to  take  oat 
of  this  transitory  life,  unto  his  divine  mercy,  the  late 
Most  Illustrious  Princess  Frederica  Charlotte  Ulrica 
Catherina,  Consort  of  the  Most  High,  Most  Mighty, 
and  Most  Dlustrious  Prince  Frederick,  Duke  of  York 
and  Albany,  next  brother  to  His  Most  Excellent  Ma- 
jesty Greorge  the  Fourth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  King, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  whom  God  bless  and  preserve 
with  long  life,  health,  and  honour,  and  all  worldly 
happiness/' 
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time,  the  commander-in-chief  sat  in  his  office,  and  gave 
orders  for  the  march  of  the  whole  division  to  Ports- 
mouth ;  and  so  well  was  the  business  arranged,  that 
the  soldiers  resisted  all  attempts  made  by  the  mob  to 
inflame  their  passions,  and  proceeded  to  the  place  of 
destination  with  the  utmost  order  and  submission. 

On  the  breaking  up  of  parliament  at  the  beginning 
of  November,  after  the  strange  abandonment  of  the 
bill  of  pains  and  penalties  agidnst  the  Queen,  the  Duke 
of  York,  accompanied  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  took 
an  excursion  along  the  eastern  coast  of  the  kingdom, 
to  enjoy  tiie  pleasure  of  shooting,  for  which  sport  both 
had  a  strong  predilection.  In  the  course  of  this  pro* 
gress  they  visited  Norwich,  where  the  corporation 
entertained  them  splendidly,  and  conferred  on  the  two 
illustrious  guests  the  freedom  of  the  city. 

Among  the  pcurliamentary  proceedings  of  the  follow^ 
ing  year,  one  of  the  principal  was  the  introduction  of 
a  bill  into  the  House  of  Commons  to  remove  the  civil 
and  political  disabilities  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  This 
measiure  being  carried,  on  the  third  reading,  by  a  ma* 
jority  of  nineteen,  was  sent  up  to  the  Lords,  where  it 
underwent  a  severe  contest,  and  was  finally  rejected  on 
the  17th  of  April,  by  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  votes 
against  one  hundred  and  twenty.  In  the  course  of  this 
debate,  the  Duke  of  York  rose,  and  said,  that  he  was 
once  compelled,  from  filial  afiection  and  duty,  to  oppose 
a  similar  bill;  but  that  the  more  he  had  since  con- 
sidered the  subject,  the  more  strongly  was  he  con- 
vinced of  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  supporting 
that  established  church  and  constitution  which  had 
placed  his  Majesty's  family  on  the  throne  of  these 
realms.  *  His  royal  highness  concluded  a  short  speech, 
ivith  assuring  their  lordships  that  he  was  no  friend  ta 
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and  then  the  letters  were  published^  doubtless  for  the 
purpose  of  inflaming  the  public  mind  against  govern- 
ment. Whexk  the  day  of  removal  arrived^  parties  of 
soldiers  were  stationed  along  the  line  of  road,  to  keep 
order ;  but  this  only  served  to  irritate  the  sovereign 
majesty  of  the  people,  and  a  c<mtest  ensued  about  the 
route  that  the  cavalcade  ought  to  pursue;  the  com- 
missioned aathmty  having  directed,  that  the  pro- 
cession should  take  the  new  road  by  Paddington, 
while  the  populace  insisted  upon  its  passing  through 
the  City. 

Both  sides  were  firm, — ^the  military  in  obedience  to 
their  superiors,  and  the  mob  in  a  desperate  rescdution 
to  carry  their  object;  to  further  which,  they  had 
recourse  to  various  contrivances,  such  as  blocking 
up  the  streets,  tearing  up  the  pavements  on  the  road> 
and  throwing  down  trees,  to  prevent  horses  and  car- 
riages from  passing  along.  After  encountering  and 
clearing  many  of  these  obstacles,  the  funeral  train 
passed  through  Hyde  Park,  and  reached  Cumberland 
Gate,  where  the  soldiers  were  assailed  with  stones 
and  missiles  of  all  kinds,  to  such  a  degree  that  the 
riders  could  scarcely  sit  on  their  horses.  Thus  cir- 
cumstanced, a  ccmtest  became  unavoidable,  and  one 
man  was  killed.  At  length  the  procession  came  to 
Tottenham-court  Road,  and  here  the  mob  gained  the 
victory,  by  having  previously  choaked  up  the  carriage 
way  with  waggons,  carts,  and  other  obstructions,  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  cavalcade  was  obliged  to  taloe 
another  direction,  and  to  pass  down  Drury  Lane  into  the 
City,  when  the  lord-mayor  and  city  officers  headed  the 
whole,  and  no  further  casualty  was  experienced.  In  the 
midst  of  this  perturbed  state  of  the  metropolis,  the 
Duke  of  York  continued  steady  at  his  post,  but  pra- 
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dently  without  appearing  prominent  in  suppressing 
commotions,  which  he  rightly  judged  would  die  away 
with  the  occasion  from  whence  they  emanated.  By 
this  conduct  the  public  safety  was  effectually  secured^ 
and  tranquillity,  was  soon  restored ;  so  that  by  the 
time  his  Majesty  returned  from  Ireland,  the  popalaoe, 
instead  of  breaking  out  into  fresh  acts  of  violence, 
hailed  his  arrival  at  Carlton-house  on  the  15th  of 
September  with  joyful  acclamations. 

After  resting  about  a  week,  the  King  set  out  for 
his  German  dominions,  where  no  sovereign  had  been 
seen  for  near  seventy  years.  On  the  34th  of  Sep- 
tember, his  Majesty  embarked  at  Ramsgate,  for 
Calais;  but  when  the  royal  yacht  arrived  off  that 
harbour,  it  blew  very  hard,  with  such  a  heavy  sea 
running,  that  the  waves  struck  the  vessel  on  the 
weather-side,  and  dashed  furiously  over  the  quarter 
deck.  It  was  concluded,  that  as  the  bai^  had  not 
arrived,  and  no  means  of  insuring  a  safe  landing  were 
at  hand,  they  must  stand  out  to  sea  for  the  night  Upon 
hearing  this,  the  King  asked  if  there  was  no  Frendi 
fishing-boat  near;  and  was  told  that  there  was  one 
dancing  before  the  yacht  at  that  moment,  the  people 
in  which  very  readily  offered  their  services.  Sir 
Edmund  Nagle,  and  Sir  Charles  Paget,  both  expe- 
rienced naval  officers,  wished  to  deter  his  Majesty 
from  going;  but  he  called  to  the  fishermen  in  their 
own  language,  and  asked  them  if  they  could  carry 
him  safe  ashore.  They  affirmed  very  readily  that 
they  could,  upon  which,  the  King,  turning  with  a 
smile  to  his  nautical  attendants,  said,  ''  Come,  come, 
I  am  quite  sure  you  don't  mind  a  ducking;"  and 
instant^--        *^t    down    the    side;    they  following    of 

oat    having   got   entangled  in    some 
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ropes  which  were  adrift^  shipped  a  sea,  which  com- 
pletely washed  the  whole  company.  Sir  Charles 
Paget,  alarmed  for  the  King,  was  about  to  seize  the 
,  helm,  when  his  Majesty,  touching  his  shoulder,  said, 
f^  Be  quiet,  my  good  friend,  leave  the  Frenchmen  to 
manage  their  own  boat  in  their  own  way,  and  I'll  be 
bound  for  them  they  will  land  us  safe."  This  they 
:acoordingly  did*  but  not  without  striking  three  times 
on  the  bar,  with  such  violence  that  they  were  very 
near  being  all  :swamped. 

It  merits  relation  here,  that  his  Majesty  had  before 
evinced  similar  fortitude  and  presence  of  mind  in 
.his  return  from  Ireland.  When  the  yacht  was  endea- 
vouring to  double  the  Land*s  End,  the  wind  blew 
•very  hard,  and  seemed  to  threaten  the  setting  in  of 
a  hurricane.  Sir  Charles  Paget,  upon  this,  thought 
it  bis  duty  to  say,  that  he  would  not  be  answerable 
.for  the  consequences  of  persevering  in  attempting  to 
proceed  up  the  channel.  His  Majesty  in  reply  said, 
^'  Paget,  do  nothing  but  what  is  right;  and  act 
entirely  as  you  would  do  if  I  were  not  here." 

The  course  was  then  altered  for  Milford,  but  a 
thick  fog  came  on^  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  a 
ship's  length ;  and  the  gale  meanwhile  increasing.  Sir 
Charles  again  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state  the 
danger  in  which  he  thought  they  were.  His  Majesty 
.received  the  communication  with  the  greatest  calm- 
ness, and  desired  him,  as.  before,  not  to  let  any 
thoughts  of  him  disturb  his  mind.  Still  the  weather 
grew  worse,  and  while  the  vessel  was  under  bare  poles, 
a  sea  struck  her  wheel,  and  unshipped  the  tiller 
rropes ;  of  which  accident.  Sir  Charles  sent  to  apprise 
his  Majesty,  who  said,  ''^ell  Paget  this,— that  I  am 
quite  satisfied  in   having  as  skilful  officers,  and  as 
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was  thus  employed  in  impartiiig  and  receiving  plea- 
sure in  different  parts  of  his  dominions,  the  Duke  of 
York  was  no  less  assidnotis  in  the  improvement  of 
the  military  service.  The  result  of  his  labours  shortly 
after  appeared  in  the  establishment  of  one  uniform 
system  of  field  exercise  and  movement  throughout 
the  army.  The  new  Regulation  began  with  the  Cold- 
stream Gkiard9»  and  embraced  generally  the  move- 
ments and  formations  of  the  Light  InlEantry  attached 
to  i^pective  regiments.  The  manoeuvres  being  found 
to  equal,  or  rather  surpass,  expectation  in  simplicity 
and  cderity,  a  general  order  was  issued  for  the  univer- 
sal adoption  of  the  new  method,  and  all  commanding 
officers  were  held'  responsible  for  the  due  and  accurate 
performance  of  the  same. 

Another  concern,  upon  which  the  commander-in-chief 
was  much  occupied  for  the  benefit  of  the  army  at  this 
period,  was  that  of  digesting  a  plan  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  particular  services.  Having  com- 
pleted the  scheme,  his  royal  highness  submitted  it  to 
his  Majesty,  who  gave  his  sanction  to  the  measure ; 
and  issued  directi<ms  for  the  institution  of  a  National 
Mffitary  Record,  to  be  prepared  by  the  inspector  of 
regimental  colours,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
a^tant-general.  This  register  comprises  the  fol- 
lowing particulara :— 1.  An  account  of  all  the  battles 
Of  actions  in  which  the  troops  have  been,  or  may  be, 
engaged.  2.  Paintings  of  the  colours 'and  trophiei^ 
captured  in  the  several  engagements.  3.  The  names 
of  the  officers  killed  or  wounded  in  each  action.  4.  The 
names  of  those  officers  who,  in  consideration  of  their 
gallant  services  and  meritorious  conduct  in  the  said 
engagements,  either  have  been,  or  may  be,  distinguished 
and  rewarded  with  titles,  medals,  or  other  marks  of  Iiis 
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Majesty's  gracious  favour ;  together  with  the  names  of 
all  such  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  as  may 
have  especially  signalized  themselves.  5.  A  list  of  the 
corps  eng^ed  in  each  action,  together  with  paintings 
of  such  badges  and  distinctions  as  his  Majesty  may 
have  been  graciously  pleased  to  authorize  to  be  borne 
on  their  standards,  colours,  and  appointments,  in  com- 
memoration of  their  distinguished  conduct  and  signal 
intrepidity. 

But  the  attention  of  the  I>uke  of  York  was  not  con- 
fined to  his  professional  pursuits,  and  to  the  important 
department  of  which  he  had  the  management*  At  tb^ 
anniversary  meeting,  this  year,  of  that  beiievcdent  esta^ 
blishment  the  Literary  Fund,  for  the  reli^  of  di^tresa^ 
authors  and  their  families,  his  royal  highnets  took  the 
chair,  and,  after  a  warm  eulogium  upon  the  exoeUeace 
of  the  institution,  he  followed  up  the  recommendaUoi^ 
by  a  subscription  of  fifty  pounds. 

About  this  time  a  literary  and  scientific  estaUi^b- 
ment  being  founded  at  Bath^  pursuant  to  the, will  ^ 
8ir  John  Cox,  Hippisley,  the  trustees,  at  the  head. of 
whom  was  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  laqaested  the 
Duke  of  York  to  accept  the  office  of  patron.  His  royal 
highness  very  readily  complied,  and  at  the  same  time 
intimated  his  intention,  when  further .  acquainted  with 
the  views  and  objects  of  the  establishment,  to  institat* 
an  annual  premium,  to  be  appropriated  at  the 
of  the  managers. 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 


A.  D.  1825.- 

Wfi  are  now  come  to  one  of  the  last,  bat  most  interest* 
ing  circumstances  in  the  pablic  life  of  the  illnstrioiui 
subject  of  €his  memoir. 

On  the  Mb  of  Febmary  1885y  the  King  opened  par* 
liam^itwith  a  speech,  in  which  he  took*  a  brief  view 
of  the  stete  of  Ireland,  where,  he  isaid,  coitaiMnatiorig 
existed  whose  proceeding  were  not  only  frrecon- 
cilaMe  with  the  eonstitntion,  but  calculated^  by  ex- 
<^hing  alarm  and  exasperating  animosities,  to  endanger 
the  peace  of  society,  and  to  retard  the  course  of 
national  impiovenmit. 

JxL  consequence  of  this  representation,  a  bill  was 
bronght  into  the  House  of  Commons  immediately,  for 
the  suppression  of  the  Catholic  Associations,  which 
had  already  assumed  tiie  most  formidable  appearance, 
and  threatoied  the  establishment  of  a  power  in  that 
country,  hostile  to,  and  independent  of,  the  Protestant 
ascendancy. 

The  measure  now  adopted  by  government,  to  put 
down  all  such  confederacies,  was  not  only  resisted 
strenuously  in  its  progress  through  both  houses,  but  it 
was  encountered  by  another  bill  brought  in  on  the 
opposite  side,  having  for  its  object  the  removal  of  the 
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therefore,  I  should  not  have  troubled  your  lordships 
with  any  obserrations  in  support  of  it,  if  I  did  not  feel 
that  this  was  an  occasion  on  which  any  man  may  well 
be  permitted  to  address  your  lordships.    I  do  this  more 
readily  on  the  prdsent  occasion,  because,  feeling^  that  I 
am  not  in  the  habit  of  taking  part  in  your  discussions, 
I  will  not  interrupt  the  progress  of  the  debate  on  the 
bill  to  which  tho  petitioners  refer,  if  it  should  come  into 
this  house.    It  is  now  twenty-five  years  since  this 
measure  was  first  brought  into  discussion.    I  cannot 
forget  with  what  events  the  discussion  was  at  that 
time  cminected.      It  was  connected  with   the  most 
smous  illness  of  cme  now  no  more ;  it  was  connected 
also  with  the  tanporary  removal  of  one  of  the  ablest, 
wisest,  and  honestest  ministers  that  this  country  ever 
had.    From  that  time,  when  I  gave  my  first  vote  on 
this  question,  to  the  present,  I  have  never  seen  any 
reason  to  regret  or  to  change  the  line  which  I  then 
took.    I  have  every  year  seen  more  reason  to  be  satis* 
fied  with  my  decision.     When  the  question  comes 
regularly  before  your  lordships,  it  will  be  discussed 
much  more  fully  and  ably  than  I  can  do  it :  but  there 
are  two  or  three  subjects  on  which  I  am  anxious  to 
touch ;  one  is,  that  you  place  the  church  of  England  in 
a  situation  in  which  no  other  Church  in  the  world  is 
placed ;  the  Roman  Catholic  will  not  allow  the  Church 
of  England  or  parliament  to  interfere  with  his  Church, 
and  yet  he  requires  you  to  allow  him  to  interfere  with 
your  Church,  and  to  legislate  for  it.    There  is  another 
subject  still  more  delicate,  on  which  I  cannot,  however, 
help  saying  a  few  words.    I  speak  (I  beg  to  be  under- 
stood) only  as  an  individual ;  I  desire  not  to  be  under- 
stood as  speaking  for  any  body  else :  but  consider,  my 
lords,  the  situation  in  which  you  place  the  Sovereign^ 
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of  the  speech  were  circulated  all  over  the  khigdom ; 
and  some  were  printed  in  letters  of  gold  on  vdlam 
and  satin,  splendidly  ornamented. 

Addresses  were  also  voted  to  the  Duke  from  several 
parishes,  societies,  and  corporations.  A  petition  pre- 
isented  to  the  Lords  from  the  borough  of  Taunton,  in 
Somersetshire,  against  the  Catholic  claims,  concluded 
In  these  terms : — 

''Your  petitioners  most  gratefully  admire  the  manly,  consti- 
ttttkmaly  and  decisive  declaration  of  his  royal  highness  the  Duke 
of  York,  on  so  momentous  a  proposition;  and  they  most  humbly 
and  earnestly  implore  your  lordships  to  gire  your  most  unqua- 
lified opposition  to  a  measure,  which  they  c(Hiceive  so  vitally  dan- 
gerous, and  so  pregnant  with  danger.'' 

At  the  close  of  the  summer,  the  Dnke  of  York  went 
as  usual  to  pay  a  visit  to  his  highly  esteemed  friends 
the  Dnke  and  Duchess  of  Rutland,  at  their  country 
seat.'  On  this  occasion,  the  corporation  of  Cambridge 
resolved  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  shewing  their 
attachment  to  the  principles  which  his  royal  highness 
had' so  nobly  advocated,  and  pledged  himself  to  sup- 
port during  his  life. 

Accordingly,  on  Friday  the  9th  of  September,  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  other  members  of  the  corporate 
body,  set  out  for  Cheveley  park,  where  they  were 
introduced  into  the  audience  chamber,  in  which  his 
royal  highness  and  a  number  of  noble  visitors  were 
already  assembled.  The  Duke  of  Rutland  then  ad- 
dressed his  royal  highness  as  follows: — 

Sir. — The  corporation  of  the  loyal  and  ancient  borough  of 
Cambridge,  deeply  sensible  of  the  many  private  virtues  which 
adorn  the  character  of  your  royal  highness,  and  cordially  admir- 
ing the  principles  which  have  invariably  actuated  your  public 
eondact,  more  especially  upon  that  great  question  which,  in  their 
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this  attachment  has  never  ceased  to  characterize  our  ancient  and 
loyal  borough. 

<'  We  have  viewed  with  increasing  alarm  the  reiterated  efforts 
of  the  Roman  Catholics  (and  their  adherents)  to  demohsh  those 
barriers  which  have  been  erected  by  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors 
against  the  encroadiments  of  Papal  power;  we  deprecate  the 
admission  of  Roman  Catholics  into  the  legislature,  because  they 
are  the  advocates  of  principles  which,  if  carried  into  full  effect, 
would  certainly  endanger,  and  probably  subvert,  the  civil  and 
religious  institutions  of  our  country.  We  therefore  again  offer 
our  most  grateful  acknowledgments  to  your  royal  highness  for 
your  ftrm  and  patriotic  support  of  our  Protestant  constitution, 
and  we  earnestly  implore  a  continuance  of  the  same  watchful 
care,  the  same  zealous  exertions,  as  the  only  means,  under 
Divine  Providence,  whereby  the  blessings  which  this  highly 
favoured  land  has  hitherto  enjoyed,  can  be  transmitted  unim- 
paired to  future  generations. 

**  We  beg  to  renew  the  assdrance  of  our  most  cordial  and 
respectful  attachment  towards  your  royal  highness,  and,  in  tes- 
timony thereof,  to  present  you  with  the  freedom  of  our  borough, 
your  royal  highness's  acceptance  of  which  we  most  earnestly  and 
humbly  solicit 

'*  Given  under  our  common  seal  at  Cambridge,  this  fifth  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

^^  "  Benjamin  Cotton,  Mayor." 

His  Grace  having  read  the  address^  the  mayor  then 
said : — 

'<  May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, 
''  I  have  the  honour,  as  mayor,  and  in  the  name  of  the -alder- 
men, the  common  councilmen,  and  the  burgesses  of  the  borough 
of  Cambridge,  most  respectfnUy  to  present,  and  humbly  to  solicit, 
that  your  highness  will  graciously  condescend  to  accept  a  bur- 
gess letter  under  the  common  seal,  containing  the  freedom  of 
'the  corporation,  which,  m  a  hall  very  numerously  attended  during 
the  year  of  my  worthy  predecessor  in  office,  was  unanhnoasly 
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Duchess  of  Rutland^  and  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Hot- 
land,  leadings  the  Marquis  of  Granby,  followed  by  his 
graco's  family  and  visitors. 

On  passing  round  the  tables,  his  royal  highness 
again  expressed  the  gratification  he  experienced  at 
receiving  this  testimony  of  attachment  from  the  very 
respectable  corporation  of  Cambridge. 

His  royal  highness  and  noble  friends  having  retired, 
the  Mayor  rose,  and  gave  the  following  toasts : — 

His  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York. 
His  grace  the  Duke  of  Rutland. 
Her  grace  the  Duchess  of  Rutland. 

The  Marquis  of  Granby,  and  Prosperity  to  the  House  Of  Man- 
ners. 

The  Duchess  of  Rutland,  (who  was  standing  at  the 
door  of  the  hall)  on  hearing  the  health  of  the  Marquis 
of  Granby  given,  came  forward  to  the  end  of  the  table, 
leading  the  noble  youth  in  her  hand,  and  said, 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  honour  done  myself,  but  feel  so 
deeply  affected  by  the  emotions  inspired  by  your  kindness  to 
aiy  dear  boy,  that  I  cannot  resist  the  impulse  of  returning  my 
best  acknowtedgments  for  this  honourable  mark  of  your  esteem; 
And  in  his  name  a  delighted  mother  entreats  your  acceptance  of 
dMSe  grateful  thanks,  which,  as  yet,  her  son  is  unable  to  ofier  on 
own  behalf. 


This  address  from  the  fascinating  and  highly  gifted 
lady  of  the  mansion  was  most  gratifying  to  the  depu- 
tation, who  left  Cheveley  delighted  with  the  gracious 
condescension  and  urbanity  of  the  illustrious  object  of 
their  visit,  and  charmed  by  the  kindness  of  her  grace 
tiie  Duchess,  and  the  ingmmoos  manner  in  which  she 
expiesBcd  her  maternal  feelings  in  behalf  of  her  child ; 
— ^it  was  indeed  a  day  which  could  never  be  forgotten 
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Go  on,  then,  royal  Prince,  like  your  venerated  Sire,  in  the 
fearless  discharge  of  your  duty  to  God  and  your  country.  The 
consciousness  of  having  acted  uprightly  will  yield  a  purer  satis- 
faction than  can  spring  from  any  human  applause.  Yet,  deign 
to  accept  the  well-earned  meed  of  our  gratitude  and  regard ; 
with  the  assurance,  that  though  our  subordinate  rulers,  insti- 
gated by  faction,  or  misled  by  the  plausible  theories  of  modem 
liberality,  should  attempt  to  subvert  the  present  fabric  of  our 
Protestant  rights — yet,  no  lawful  sovereign  or  prince  of  your 
royal  house,  adhering  to  the  same,  shall  ever  want  our  hands 
to  defend  and  assert  the  cause  so  dear  to  our  hearts — Protestant 
ascendancy. 

The  Rev.  J.  Dale  having  forwarded  the  above  ad- 
dress to  the  Duke  of  York  by  the  hands  of  Sir  Herbert 
Taylor,  received  the  following  answer: — 

Horse  Guards,  June  18,  1825. 
Sir, — I  have  had  the  honour  to  submit  your  letter  of  the 
16th  inst.,  and  to  present  the  accompanying  address  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Albrighton  and  its  vicinity,  to  his 
royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York ;  and  I  am  directed  to  request 
that  you  will  accept  for  yourself,  and  convey  to  the  other  re- 
spectable individuals  who  have  signed  the  address,  his  royal 
highness's  best  thanks  for  it;  and  that  you  will  assure  them 
how  sensible  he  is  of  the  friendly  terms  in  which  they  have  ex- 
pressed their  approbation  of  the  line  of  conduct  he  has  felt  it 
his  duty  to  pursue  upon  the  subject  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Question. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

H.  Taylor. 

In  addition  to  these  testimonials  of  public  approba-^ 
tion,  the  Duke  felt  particular  gratification  in  receiving, 
on  his  return  to  town,  an  address  from  the  respectable 
society  denominated  the  Protestant  Union. 
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tained  the  falling  thrones  of  Europe ; — and  amidst  the  dire  erents 
that  bare  agitated  her  convulsed  continent,  the  Biitish  empire^ 
rising  as  the  beacon  .of  the  universe,  has  attained  to  a  pitch  of 
prosperity  and  renown  unparalleled  ia  the  history  of  nations. 

For  these  important  benefits,  we  feel  ourselves  imperiously 
called  upon  to  offer  our  first  and  most  grateful  acknowledgments 
to  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  events ;  who,  in  sovereign  wisdom, 
directs  the  course  of  nations  in  the  development  of  his  inscrutable 
designs  in  providence,  and  who  has  been  pleased  not  only  to 
favour  Great  Britain  with  the  establishment  of  internal  peace, 
and  civil  and  ecclesiastical  liberty,  but  also  to  crown  her  efforts 
for  the  dissemination  of  religious  truth,  and  for  the  consolidation 
of  those  moral  and  political  principles  which  are  supereminently 
calculated  to  civilise  and  bless  mankind. 

Wliile  thus  we  offer  our  humble  tribute  to  the  Great  First 
Cause  of  all  good,  we  are  not.  Sir,  we  cannot  be,  insensible  of 
our  obligations  to  the  honoured  instruments  by  whom  these 
benignant  purposes  have  been  effected.  Your  august  ancestors, 
the  monarchs  of  the  present  British  dynasty,  have  invariably 
proved  themselves  the  uncompromising  guardians  of  the  civil  and 
religious  rights,  and  consequently  of  the  best  interests,  of  their 
faithful  people.  His  present  Majesty  is  the  worthy  successor, 
not  only  of  the  throne,  but  also  of  the  principles,  of  his  progeni- 
tors. Long  may  he  reign,  to  receive  the  heart-emanating  plau* 
dits  of  his  admiring  and  affectionate  subjects,  and  to  witness, 
with  unmixed  gratification,  the  successful  efforts  of  his  Royal 
Brother,  the  next  prince  of  the  blood,  to  protect  and  perpetuate 
those  bulwarks  of  our  Protestant  constitution,  to  which,  under 
Providence,  we  are  indebted  for  the  general  prosperity  of  our 
country,  and  the  secure  and  tranquil  enjoyment  of  our  invaluable 
privileges  and  immunities  as  individuals  I 

In  the  attainment  of  this  nationally  exalted  position,  your  Royal 
Highness  has  held  a  most  prominent  station.  Great  as  was  the 
prowess  of  British  arms  in  former  days,  it  has  been  excelled  by 
the  triumphant  achievements  of  modem  times;  and  we  canndt 
but  remember  that  the  unparalleled  victories,  which  oonsolidatsd 
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the  honour  of  the  British  name,  and  restored  peace  to  the  worid, 
were  acquired  by  an  army  under  the  supreme  adtomistration  of 
your  Royal  Highness,  whose  name  must  therefore  be  connected 
with  the  glory  of  your  country  in  the  records  of  the  future  his- 
torian, as  it  is  also  entitled  to  the  unfeigned*  gratulations  of  every 
honest  Briton^ — of  every  patriotic  cotemporary. 

But,  Sir,  the  external-  relations  of  an  empire,  however  pros- 
perous, would  be  insufficient  to  the  maintenance  of  its  security^ 
unless  accompanied  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  wise  and  salu- 
tary laws  by  which  its  internal  economy  is  regulated.  Hexe, 
th^»  we  at  once  recognize  a  recent  act^  in  your  legislative 
capaeit]^  as  a  peer  of  the  realm,  which  must  endear  the  name 
cl  your  Royal  Highness  to  every  real  friend  to  his  country,  and 
to  those  liberal  establishments  and  institutions  under  whidi  her 
growing  prosperity  has  been  fostered  and  matured.  When  art- 
ful foes,  aided  by  well-meaning  but  mistaken  friends,  ft««>iM 
the  bulwarks  of  our  excellent  Protestant  constitution,  and  insi- 
diously jEiimed  at  the  re-introduction  of  that  system^f  civil  and 
e9clesia8tica]  tyranny  under  which  our  since  happy  country  so 
severely  suffered  in  former  times,  your  Royal  Hi^ness,  inherit- 
ii^  the  genuine  stamina  of  native  patriotism,  and  actuated  by 
the  spirit  which  animated  the  leaders  of  our  glorious.  Revolution, 
boldly  stepped  forward,  to  head  the  efforts  of  those  noble  and 
honourable  statesmen,  whose  strenuous  exertions  in  behalf  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  nation,  had,  in  spite  of  contrary  apprehen- 
sions,'  excited  an  intense  interest,  and  an  ardent  hope  in  the 
breasts  of  British  millions.  The  truly  constitutional  sentiments 
of  your  Royal  Highness — the  just  and  conscientious  appreciation 
of  the  solemn  compact  subsisting  between  the  King  and,  his 
faHhful  people — and  the  judicious  and  well-timed  interference, 
m  the  speech  delivered  by  your  Royal  Highness  on  that  critical 
and  meiBomble  occasion,  exact  the  voluntary  tribute  of  unquali-  ■ 
fied  approbation  and  grateful  thanks.  These  we  most  respect- 
fully tender  to  your  Royal  Highness,  for  the  essentials  benefits 

B  conferred  on  ourselves,  our  families,  and  the  United  Kinf- 
in  general.  ..,,*- 
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By  this  well-timed  interposition,  and  its  happy  results,  a  na- 
tional degradation  has  been  averted — the  hopes  and  expectations 
of  the  loyal,  the  liberal,  and  the  peaceable,  have  been  strength- 
ened and  encouraged,  and  our "  beloved  Sovereign  has  been 
relieved  from  the  liability  to  an  invidious  responsion  under  which 
he  ought  never  to  be  placed,  but  which  we  feel  assured  would 
have  been  given,  had  circumstances  rendered  it  necessary,  in  the 
strictest  accordance  with'  his  royal  engagements  on  acceding  to 
the  crown  of  these  realms.  Your  Royal  Highness  may  possibly 
meet  the  puerile  censures  of  a  few  misguided  and  misinformed 
individuals ;  or  may  be  subjected  to  the  indecorous  ravings  of 
the  still  fewer  factious  enemies  of  our  constitutional  establish- 
ments, ''of  whom  to  be  dispraised  is  no  small  praise."  But 
your  Royal  Highness  will  stand  unmoved  under  these  ebullitions 
of  disappointed  malignancy ;  and  our  humble  but  sincere  plau- 
dits will  re-echo  the  voice  of  conscious  satisfaction  in  your  own 
bosom,  and  reverberate  through  the  immense  majority  of  the 
British  dominions. 

Long  may  your  Royal  Highness  live  in  the  enjoyment  of 
health,  to  aid  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  to  witness  her 
progressive  advance  in  all  the  arts  and  institutions  that  can  add 
stability,  honour,  and  dignity  to  the  British  name. 

Your  Royal  Highness's 
Most  dutiful^  grateful^  and  obedient  Servants. 

(Signed  by  upwards  of  Sixty  Clerical  and  Lay  Members  of  the 

Union.) 

The  Address^  which  was  printed  in  gold  letters  on 
vellum^  ornamented  with  a  rich  border^  and  emblazoned 
with  the  Arms  of  the  Royal  Doke^  was  then  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  his  royal  highness,  who  immediately 
returned  the  following  answer : — 

Gentlemen, 
In  receiving  the  Address  presented  to  me  by  you,  on  the  part 
of  the  Protestant  Union,  I  beg  to  express  to  you  how  much  t 
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CHAP.  XIX, 


A.  D.  1835  to  1827. 

On  the  17th  of  JTiine,  1836,  the  amiable  and  accom- 
plished  Duchess  of  Rutlaiid  laid  the  foundation  stone 
of  York  Housq,  in  the  stable-yard  at  St.  James's; 
little  thinking,  that  neither  she,  nor  her  illustrious 
friend  for  whom  the  edifice  was  intended,  would  see 
its  completion. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  summer,  the  Duke  paid 
a  visit  to  his  grace  of  Devonshire,  at  Chatsworth, 
from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Cheveley  Park,  the 
hunting  seat  of  his  friend  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
near  Newmarket,  where  he  remained  about  a  fortnight, 
and  then  took  leave  of  his  estimable  friends,  with  the 
pleasing  hope  of  rejoining  their  agreeable  society  in 
the  winter.  The  expectation  proved  fallacious,  and 
while  the  Duke  was  enjoying  the  salubrious  air  of 
Brighton,  a  messenger  came  with  the  doleful  intelli- 
gence of  the  death  of  the  Duchess  of  Rutland,  at  fiel- 
voir  Castle,  on  the  28th  of  November. 

The  distress  of  this  melancholy  event  was  heightened 
by  its  suddenness,  and  the  peculiarity  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  happened.  Her  grace  had  for 
some  time  been  incessantly  exercised  in  superintending 
and  directing  numerous  workmen,  who  were  employed 
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firom  her  parents^  aad  her  musical  attaimnentfl  were 
of  the  first  order.  Indefatigable  in  whatever  could 
promote  the  general  good^  and  alive  to  the  true  inte- 
rests of  her  country,  the  duchess  not  only  studied 
ornamental  gardening,  but  devoted  much  attention  to 
practical  agriculture. 

Her  farm,  consisting  of  above  seven  hundred  acres, 
was  a  model  of  scientific  management ;  foir  which,  on 
several  occasions,  she  was 'complimented  *  with  pre- 
miums from  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Arts  and 
Manufactures.  Notwithstanding  these  predilections 
for  a  rural  life,  the  dudiess  was  one  of  the  brightest 
ornaments  of  the  English  court;  and  whenever  she 
graced  it  with  her  presence,  admiration  followed  her 
steps.  The  ease  and  dignity  of  her  deportment,  her 
refined  and  polished  address,  and  the  graceful  con^- 
descension  of  her  behaviour,  fascinated  all  who  ap- 
proached the  circle  in  which  she  moved.  She  married 
early  the  object  of  her  choice ;  and,  in  all  respects,  as 
a  wife  and  parent,  a  mistress  and  benefactress,  she  set 
an  example  highly  deserving  of  imitation. 

The  death  of  this  highly  gifted  and  truly  virtuous 
lady,  operated  very  strongly  upon  the  nerves  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  who  had  long  enjoyed  her  esteem  and 
that  of  her  noble  consort.  His  royal  highness,  how- 
ever, did  not  endeavour  to  shake  off  the  sorrow  which 
he  felt,  by  seeking  amusement  or  emerging  in  business ; 
neither  was  he  content  with  sending  formal  letters  of 
condolence  to  his  friend  in  affliction.  With  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  the  Duke  hastened  from  Brighton  to 
London;  and,  after  transacting  some  indispensable 
business  at  the  Horse-Guards,  proceeded  to  Belvoir 
CJastle,  where  he  found  his  noble  friend  immersed  ill 
grief.    Hie  interview  wa9  of  a  nature  easier  to  be 
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US  no  imall  pleasure  to  leflect,  thcat  we  had  the  honour  to  be 
the  first  publicly  to  express  our  sentiments  on  the  occasion^  and 
that  our  example  has  been  followed  by  many  who  occupy  more 
important  stations.  From  the  period  alluded  to,  more  than  six 
months  have  elapsed,  and  every  thing  which  has  occurred  since 
has  tended  only  to  heighten  our  admiration  of  your  royal  high- 
ness's  conduct  in  withstanding  the  weak  and  the  wicked — the 
policy  of  many  great  and  good  men  among  ourselves,  who  have 
got  their  minds  tainted  with  the  principles  of  a  spurious  and 
dangerous  liberality,  and  the  united  efforts  of  the  emissaries  of 
the  Churcb  of  Rome,  and  the  factious  demagogues  who  look 
tiltimately  for  anarchy,  devastation,  and  plunder — so  that  the 
address  which  we  have  now  the  honour  to  present  to*  your  royal 
highness,  and  which  speaks  the  sentiments  of  the  thousands 
in  our  parish  who,  in  the  short  space  of  three  days,  signed  the 
petition  to  the  legislature,  emanates  not  only  from  the  warm  and 
grateful  feelings  excited  on  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  but 
ham  the  matured  reflections  of  our  cooler  judgmeat ;  a  cirenm- 
stance  which  we  trust  will  not  lessen  the  expression  of  our  gca- 
titude,  in  the  estimation  of  your  royal  highness/' 

Mr.  Fisher,  the  chairman,  then  read  the  address : — 

''To  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  and  Albany,  &c. 

"  Si  a, — Frequent  and  precious  as  have  been  the  benefits  con- 
ferred upon  England  by  the  House  of  Brunswick,  since  the  auspi- 
cious era  at  which  your  ancestors  were  invited  to  the  guardian- 
ship of  her  liberties,  no  member  of  your  illustrious  fieunily  has 
ever  possessed  claims  to  the  gratitude  of  the  English  people, 
stronger  than  those  by  which  you  have  bound  your  countrymen 
in  an  everiasting  obligation. 

"  From  your  earliest  youth  you  have  cheerfully  encountered 
danger  and  toil  to  advance  the  military  glory,  and  to  ensure  the 
safety  of  our  country ;  and  since  the  field  of  military  fame  has 
been  exhausted,  and  the  public  security  from  external  danger 
placed  upon  an  impregnable  basis  by  a  series  of  successes  to 
which  yoift"  admirable  conduct  of  the  forces  of  the  empire  mainly 
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too  evident  to  those  aioiiAd  him,  that  his  6odily 
powers  were  decaying.  Few  men  had  oijoyed  bette? 
healthy  for  a  iong  course  of  years^  than  his  royal  high-^ 
nesSy  to  which  his  active  habits^  his  early  rising,  and 
strict  attention  to  the  business  of  his  office,  mainly 
contributed.  Yet  often,  when  the  people,  judging  from 
those  habits,  and  his  robust  appearance,  supposed  him 
to  be  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  spirits,  he  was  in 
great  pun,  and  suffering  under  alarming  symptoms  of 
a  most  dangerous  nialady. 

For  more  than  four  years  he  laboured  under  a  spas-* 
modic  affection,  of  such  a  nature,  that  he  could  not 
lie  down  but  at  the  imminent  risk  of  suffocation. 
After  the  commencement  of  this  attack^  he  never  r^ 
tired  to  rest  without  a  supply  of  anti-spasmodic  medi- 
cines by  the  side  of  his  couch,  or  bed^  and  so  placed 
as  to  be  at  hand  on  an  instant.  For  many  months 
before  his  last  confinement^  he  never  entered  a  bed, 
but  ccmstantly  slept  in  an  easy  chair,  constructed 
purposely  for  his  accommodation.  Yet,  amidst  these 
bodily  distresses,  his  intellectual  faculties  retained  theit 
fulness  of  vigour,  and  he  continued  his  official  pursuits 
with  unremitted  zeal  and  punctuality. 

Several  new  and  important  regulations,  the  result 
of  his  deliberate  reflections,  were  now  carried  into 
effect,  for  the  benefit  o£  the  service.  Among  these 
changes  was  an  arrangement,  which  the  Duke  had 
long  meditated,  for  the  relief  of  old  lieutenants,  whose 
circumstances  alone  prevent  them  from  gaining  mt 
advancement  by  purchase.  Many  difficulties  were  us 
the  way  of  this  improvement,  but,  by  perseverance  and 
discretion,  the  Duke  succeeded  in  attaining  the  objeol 
upon  which  his  Blind  was  set;  and  with  its  aocom- 
plishment  he  terminated  his  official  lil 
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convened  with  much  animaticoi ;  and  when  Mr.  Peel, 

cm  one  occasion^  spoke  of  the  hig^  state  of  the. soldiery, 
tte  coontenanee  of  the  Duke  brightened  np  with  con- 
scious satisfaction,  and  he  replied,  that  if  the  army 
which  he  at  first  ccmimanded  on  the  continent  had  been 
ia  snch  a  condition,  the  campaign,  in  all  probability, 
would  have  terminated  difierently  from  what  it  did. 

-  The  King,  during  the  eariy  period  of  his  brother's 
conlhiement,  paid  him  seyeral  visits,  the  last  being  on 
the  S9th  of  December,  just  a  week  before  his  death. 
His  Majesty  then  took  with  him  some  particular  soup, 
of  which  he  recollected  that  the  Duke  had  formeriy 
partaken  with  pleasure.  In  his  anxiety  the  King  per* 
sonally  handed  it  to  the  royal  invalid,  who  appeared 
much  aflfected  by  this  attention,  and  slightly  tasted  the 
oibce  favourite  soup. 

"His  Majesty  was  much  shocked  at  the  alteration 
that  had  taken  place  in  his  brother's  features ;  which, 
as  he  afterwards  observed,  bore  an  uncommon  resem- 
Uance  to  those  of  their  venerable  fitther  in  his  last 
moments. 

After  this,  it  was  only  at  the  earnest  entreaty  of  his 
medical  advisers,  that  his  Majesty  discontinued  his 
visits  at  Rutland  House,  which  had  previously  been 
frequent.  From  that  time  messengers  were  twice  every 
day  despatched  to  Windsor,  with  an  account  of  the 
state  of  the  royal  sufferer. 

The  Dukes  of  Clarence  and  Sussex  were  constant  in 
their  attendance  at  Rutland  House  to  the  last ;  and 
on  the  fatal  morning  of  the  5th  of  January,  the  latter 
arrived  as  early  as  nine  o'clock,  and  his  brother  at 
noon.  They  both  continued  with  their  illustrious  rela- 
tive till  about  an  hour  before  his  death ;  when  they 
removed  to  another  room. 

3  Y 
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CHAP.  XX. 


Sir  HbrbertTaylor,  the  attached  friend,  confidential 
secretary,  and  executor  of  the  Duke  of  York,  having 
drawn  up  ^' A  Journal  of  Occurrences  which  took  place 
between  the  9th  of  June  1826,  and  the  15th  of  January 
1827;''  we  shall  here  insert  the  affecting  Narrative 
entire,  as  exhibiting,  in  the  most  prominent  point  of 
view,  the  estimable  character  of  the  Living  and  the 
Dead. — 

The  interest  excited  by  the  situation  of  the  late  Duke  of  York, 
and  by  every  circumstance  connected  with  his  long,  painful,  and 
lingering  illness,  from  its  commencement  until  the  fatal  hour 
which  closed  his  valuable  existence,  has  been  so  great,  and  the 
general  feeling  which  it  produced  has  caused  so  many  particulars 
to  be  circulated,  and  received  by  the  public  as  authentic,  for 
which  there  either  was  no  foundation,  or  at  least  very  imperfect 
foundation,  that  I  have,  upon  due  consideration,  been  induced 
to  draw  up,  from  minutes  taken  during  this  distressing  and  trying 
period  of  my  attendance  upon  his  Royal  Highness,  a  statement, 
not  of  the  progress  of  the  disease,  or  of  the  treatment  pursued, 
but  of  such  circumstances  and  facts  as  will  shew  the  condition 
of  his  Royal  Highness's  mind  under  this  awful  visitation  of  Pro- 
vidence, will  do  justice  to  the  exemplary  resolution  and  pious 
resignation  with  which  he  met,  and  submitted  to  it,  and  will 
satisfy  his  attached  friends  that  his  Royal  Highness  was,  in  every 
point  of  view,  deserving  of  the  respect  and  the  affection  which 
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ttpoQ  this  occasion  for  an  act  of  friendship,  he  would  add,  for 
the  dischaige  of  a  duty,  which  he  claimed  from  the  person  who 
had  been  with  him,  and  enjoyed  his  confidence  during  so  many 
years ;  he  called  upon  me  to  promise,  that  I  would  perform  it 
whoiever  the  period  should  arrive  to  which  he  alluded,  and  he 
desired  that  I  would  bear  in  mind,  that  he  wished  me  to  deal 
by  him  as  he  was  certain  I  should  desire,  under  similar  circum-' 
stances,  to  be  dealt  with. 

I  made  the  promise  without  hesitation,  and  it  was  received 
with  a  warm  expression  of  thanks,  and  an  affectionate  pressure 
of  the  han^. 

This  was  repeated,  in  allusion  to  what  had  passed  at  a  later 
period  of  the  day,  when  he  got  into  his  carriage  to  go  to  Bromp- 
ton,  and  he  then  said  that  he  felt  relieved  from  great  uneasiness 
by  the  promise  I  had  given  him. 

His  Royal  Highness  removed  to  Brighton  on  the  14th  of  Au- 
gust, for  the  benefit  of  further  change  of  air ;  and  I  learnt  fVom 
Mr.  Macgregor,  on  the  17th  of  that  month,  that  a  change  had 
taken  place  in  his  general  state,  and  that  symptoms  had  appeared 
which  rendered  his  situation  one  of  danger. 

The  distressing  information  was  confirmed  to  me  from  other 
quarters,  and  I  determined  immediately  to  go  to  Brighton,  and 
to  discharge  my  duty,  but  to  be  g^uided  in  the  character  and 
extent  of  the  disclosure  by  such  further  communication  as  might 
be  made  to  me  by  his  Royal  Highnesses  medical  attendants,  of 
die  nature  and  pressure  of  the  danger.  I  pleaded  business  ren* 
dering  personal  communication  necessary  for  my  visit  to  his 
Royal  Highness,  and  I  went  to  Brighton  on  the  19th  of  August. 
Upon  my  arrival,  I  learnt  from  Mr.  Macgregor  that  a  favourable 
change  had  taken  place,  that  his  Royal  Highness  had  gained 
^strength,  and  that  the  most  alarming  symptoms  had,  in  a  great 
measure,  subsided ;  that  his  Royal  Highness*8  situation  might, 
therefore,  be  considered  far  more  encouraging  than  when  he 
Wrote  to  me,  but  that  it  was  impossible  to  consider  it  free  from 
danger,  although  that  danger  had  ceased  to  be  immediate,  and 
although  there  was  reason  to  hope  that  the  cause  of  alarm 
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might  be  removed.  Ha  added,  that,  from  obaerfatkmt'whidi 
his  Royal  Highness  had  made,  to  himself,  he  was  oonvinoed  I 
would  find  him  prepared  for  any  communicatioQ  I  might  feel  it 
my  duty  to  make  to  him,  and  that,  mider  all  circiimstaiioeB,  I 
must  exercise  my  discretion. 

I  then  saw  the  Duke  of  York,  who  entered  folly  mto  bis  situa- 
tion, and  told  me,  that,  although  much  better  then,  asd.  he 
believed  going  on  well,  he  had  reason  to  thmk,  from  the  maimer 
and  looks  of  his  medical  attendants,  that  they  had  been  akimed, 
and  felt  much  greater  uneasiness  than  they  had  expressed,  or 
mi^ht  feel  at  liberty  to  express,  and  he  widied  to  know  what  I 
had  learnt 

I  did  not  disguise  from  him,  that,  bearing  in  mind  the  engage- 
ment  I  had  contracted,  I  had  determined  to  go  to  Brighton  in 
consequence  of  the  accounts  I  had  received  on  the  17th,  whidi 
had  alarmed  me,  but  that  I  was  happy  to  find  on  my  arrival, 
that  his  Royal  Htghness's  state  had  since  been  improving,  and 
that  much  of  the  uneasiness,  which  then  pievailed  had  been 
removed ;  at  the  same  time,  it  was  my  duty  to  oonfirm  the  im» 
pression  which  he  c^ppeared  himself  to  have  leorived,  that  his 
coo^plaint  had  assumed  a  more  serious  characta,  althou^  great 
con^llence  aj^peared  to  be  felt,  that  the  extraordinary  resources 
of  his  constitution,  and  the  strength  he  had  gained  since  his 
removal  to  Brighton,  would  enable  him  to  stroggle  successfully 
with  the  disorder.  ^  Then,"  said  he,  "  I  was  not  tnpjfcf!olr«n  in  my 
suspicions,  and  my  case  is  not  wholly  free  from  dang»;  but  I 
depend  upon  your  honour,  and  you  tell  me  there  is  more  to 
hope  than  to  fear.''. 

I  assured  him  that  such  wbs  decidedly  the  impression  I  had 
received  from  what  Mr.  JVIacgregor  had  said  to  me*  Hedmaked 
me,  and  proceeded  to  look  over  and  give  directions  upon  some 
official  papers  with  his  usual  attention  and  accuracy. 

He  saw  Mr.  Macgiegor  the  same .  evening,  and  quettioBed 
him ;  and  he  told  me  on  the  following  day,  that  Mr.  Macgregor 
had  answered  him  very  fairiy,  and  had^ confirmed  what  I  had 
•aid  to  him,  as  did  Sir  Matthew  Tlemey  later  in  the  day.    Oil 
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that  same  day  he  told  me  that  he  felt  stronger,  that  his  mind 
was  relieved  by  what  had  passed,  as  he  knew  he  should  not  be 
decdved  or  left  to  form  his  own  conjectnres;  and  draw  his  own 
oondusions,  from  the  looks  and  manner  of  his  medical  attendants 
and  others  about  him ;  and  that  he  had  not  for  months  slept  so 
well  as  the  preceding  night. 

I  repeated  to  him,  that  I  had  came  to  Brighton  under  con- 
siderable alarm,  and  that  I  should  leave  it  very  much  relieved. 
His  Royal  Highness  was  cheerful ;  and  I  heard  from  Mr.  Mac- 
gregor  and  others  that  he  continued  so  during  the  following  days. 
Indeed,  he  wrote  to  me  himself  in  very  good  spirits,  and  assured 
me  of  the  comfort  and  relief  he  had  derived  from  the  proof 
afforded  to  him  that  he  would  be  fieiirly  dealt  with. 

His  Royal  Highness  returned  from  Brighton  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  26th  of  August,  to  the  Duke  of  Rutland's  house,  in  Ar- 
lington-street, having  come  in  five  hours  and  a  half.  He  did 
not  seem  much  fatigued ;  *  looked  well  in  the  countenance,  and 
conversed  cheerfully  with  Sir  Henry  Torrens  and  roe,  who  were 
in  waiting  to  receive  him. 

He  afterwards  told  me  that  his  strength,  sleep,  and  appetite 
had  improved,  but  that  the  medicines  he  had  taken  had  ceased 
to  have  the  desired  effect  in  checking  the  progress  of  the  main 
disorder,  and  that  he  had  therefore, returned  to  town  earlier  than 
had  been  intended,  in  order,  as  he  understood,  to  try  some 
change  of  treatment,  which  he  apprehended  might  be  tapping. 
This  was  an  unpleasant  hearing,  though  it  did  not  alarm  him. 
He  was  determined  to  keep  up  his  spirits ;  he  knew  his  situation 
was  a  serious  one,  but  he  had  no  doubt,  please  God,  he  should 
recover,  though  he  feared  his  recovery  would  be  a  work  of  time. 

In  the  course  of  conversation,  I  told  Jiim  that  I  understood 
Sir  Henry  Halford  would  be  in  town  on  the  following  day,  and 
did  not  mean  to  return  to  the  country.  He  observed  it  was  very 
kind  of  him,  but  immediately  added,  **  By  the  bye,  not  a  very 
good  sign  either." 

He  then  proceeded  very  quietly  to  official  business,  but  Mr. 
Macgregor  coming  in,  he,  in  the  most  calm  and  collected  man- 
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oar,  qoMtioned  him  before  me,  very  ckidy»^M  to  his  edUe, 
hegjnt^ing  by  these  vordi,  ^Tdl  me,  honestly,  do  you  ponnMsi 
me  in  dengerr  '^Not  in  imwtediaU  dangtw,"  ivas  the  uisiien 
f*  But,^  said  his  Royal  Highness,  ^*  you  do  consider  my  ytintinn 
to  be  one  not  free  from  danger?"  Mr.  Macgragor  mitn^tted  it 
to  be  by  no  means  free  from  danger,  but  prpoeeded  to  stale,  the 
grounds  which  justified  his  medical  attendants  In  in^^wlging 
hopes  that  his  Royal  Highness  might  look  fbrwani  to  a  &«our« 
able  issue. 

Mr.  Macgregoi^s  answer  produced  further  qafatiions,  all  pii| 
with  a  view  to  obtain  positive  and  accurate  inibimstiDii.aa  jto  ifae 
esctent  of  danger;  and  he  concluded  by  thanking  BIr.  Macgngor 
f<Mr  the  fair  manner  in  which  he  had  met  them,  and  by  sayings 
**  I  know  now  what  I  wished  to  know,  and  I  shall  be  abfe  to 
govern  myself  by  that  knowledge.*^  During  the.  whole  of  this 
ooaversation,  which  was  of  some  length,  jhis  manner  was  fine 
and  Qollacted^  though  very  serious ;  his  voica  iiae  Aom  agitation: 
bis  questions  were  put  quietly,  at  intervals,  m  i£  veil  oonsklarad, 
l^  a  man  who  was  determined  to  ascertain  hia  own-iitaatiDa; 
ffid  his  wofds  were  measured. 

••^eaftersvards  desired  me  to  repeat  what  Mr.  Hfft^ytgyr  had 
Il^t4f  M  I  understood  it,  that  he  might  he  satisfied  ha  had  not 
ijEMPtakeii  biivu  I  did  so,  and  he  observed  that  he  alsQ  had  so 
iind^rstood  him,  but  that  he  did  not  augur  from  it  that  hb  cast 
was  hopeless,  which  impression  I  confirmed.  He  expressed  ao 
earnest  hope  that  the  symptoms  of  his  disorder  were  not  gene- 
rally knowa  or  talked  of,     . 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  the  statement  of  what  passed 
upon  these  three  occasion!^  to  shew  how  anxioua  his  Royal 
Hig^iness  was  not  to  be-kept  m  the  dark,  how  fearieasly  be  met 
the  commjumcation  of  the  existence  of  danger,  and  abosa.all,  to 
shew  that  he  was  early  apprised  of  his  crituad  state,  Irani  the 
oontemplaMon  of  which  h^  at  no  time  shnudc,  although  he  wai 
at  all  times  ai^ious  to  ccmceal  from  the  generality  of  thooa  who 
^prpaehed  him,  that  he  did  pot  took  forwaid  wiOi  anrtimiiMJied 
confidence  to  a  favouraUe  issue. 
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On  tbe  following  day,  Sunday,  the  27th  of  AaguBt,  his  Royal 
Highness  again  spoke  to  me  very  quietly,  in  regard  to  his  situa^ 
tion,  and  told  me  that  although  not  alarmed,  and  although  he 
had  heard  nothing  that  should  shake  his  hopes  of  ultimate 
recovery,  he  could  not  conceal  from  himself  that  his  situation 
called  for  serious  contemplation.  Whatever  might  be  the  result, 
there  would  be  time  for  certain  arrangements  and  the  settlement 
of  his  affairs,  but  there  was  one  duty  he  did  wish  not  to  defer ; 
he  felt,  indeed,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  deferred  until  it  should 
seem  to  be  imposed  by  a  conviction  of  immediate  danger,  and 
vesoited  to  when  hope  had  ceased  to  exist  He  had,  therefore, 
determined  to  take  the  Sacrament  upon  an  early  day,  and  to 
request  his  friend  the  Bishop  of  London  to  administer  it  to  him ; 
but  he  was  anxious  that  this  should  not  be  known,  as  the  alartn 
would  be  sounded,  and  various  interpretations  would  be  put  upoa 
an  act,  which  was  one  of  duty,  resorted  to  on  principle,  and  not 
apprehension  or  affectation  ;  he  therefore  directed  me  to 
the  Bishop  of  London,  and  to  request  him  to  (xfme  to  htm 
on  the  following  Tuesday  at  twelve.  He  desired  that  I  would 
explain  to  him  his  desire  that  the  attendance  should  be  quiet, 
and  should  not  excite  observation ;  that  he  wished  the  service 
to  be  simply  that  of  the  Communion,  as  he  did  not  now  apply 
to  him  for  his  attendance  as  upon  a  sick  person.  He  also 
desired  me  to  be  present,  and  to  take  the  Sacrament  with 
him. 

He  toML  me  that  he  had  well  considered  of  this  act.  He  was 
sure,  that,  under  any  circumstances,  it  would  tend  to  his  satis- 
faction, comfort,  and  relief,  and  that  he  ought  nbt  to  post- 
pone it. 

I  wdht  to  the  Bishop  of  London  (at  Fulham,)  who  received 
the  communication  with  great  emotion,  and  spoke  in  the  highest 
terms  of  the  exemplary  feelinig  which  had  dictated  his  Royri 
Highnesses  wish,  and  said  that  he  would  come  quietly  to  Arling- 
ton-street on  Tuesday,  at  twelve,  without  robes,  (as  upon  ordinary 
occasionB,)  and  without  notice  to  any  one,  and  I  engaged  to  hwe 
all  prepared. 

3z 
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I  returned  to  Arlington-Btreet  to  infonn  bit  Roysl  Higfaness, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  his  servant,  Batchelor,  sbonid  alooe  be 
apprized  of  the  intention^  and  that  I  should  take  caie  to  keep 
others  out  of  the  way.  His  Royal  Highness  again  said,  that  he 
should  derive  great  comfort  from  thus  eariy  diadiaiging  his 
duty.  He  also  gave  me  instructions  to  dear  his  drawers  in 
Audley-square  of  papers,  and  to  bring  them  away,  and  seal  up 
those  of  a  private  nature.  He  said  he  should  by  degrees  look 
them  over,  and  attend  to  other  matters ;  but  repeatedly  assured 
me,  that  all  this  was  done  and  thought  of  without  any  af^ire- 
hension  of  a  fatal  issue  of  his  disorder,  and  that  he  waa  confident 
he  should  recover. 

'  The  Princess  Sophia  (who  usually  came  every  day  at  tao 
o'clock)  had  been  vrith  him,  and  l  asked  him  whether  she  was 
aware  of  his  situation.  He  said  he  believed  not,  at  least- he  said 
nothing  to  alarm  her;  posiiibly,  however,  she  might  be^  to  t 
certain  extent,and  he  had  therefore  said  nothing  to  undeceive  her. 

When  I  saw  Batchelor,  I  learnt  from  him,  (what  I  had  never 
previously  known,)  that  his  Royal  Highness,  when  he  did  not  go 
to  chureh,  never  missed  devotmg  some  time  to  his  prayos,  which 
he  read  to  himself,  in  general  eariy,  that  he  might  not  be 
disturbed,  but  if  disturbed  in  the  morning,  in  the  afternoon  or 
evening ;  and  that  when  travelling  on  Sunday,  he  always  took 
a  Bible  and  Prayer  Book  in  the  carriage,  and  was  very  particu- 
lar as  to  their  being  placed  within  his  immediate  reach  ;•  and 
that :  although  he  did  not  object  to  a  travelling  companion  on 
other  days,  nothing  annoyed  him  more  than  any  one  proposing 
to  be  his  companion  on  a  Sunday. 

His  Royal  Highness  gaw  Sir  Henry  Halford  on  that  day,  and 
-questwned  him  very  closely  as  to  his  situation.  Sir  Henry  told 
me  that  he  had  answered  his  questions  feirly,  and.  that  he  had 
found  his  Royal  Highness  in  an  excellent  state  of  mind,  and 
-that  he  could  not  sufficiently  admire  the  resolution  and  com- 
j/mare  with  which  he  sought  for  information,  and  dwelt  upon 
Aa  question  of  danger.  He  observed,  that  there  was  nodifr 
jlJtey  in  dealing  with  such  a  patient. 
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His  Royal  Highness  told  me  afterwards,  that  Sir  Henry 
Halford*s  conversaticm  had  confirmed  the  impression  he  had 
received  from  what  Mr.  Macgregor  had  said,  and  he  expressed 
himself  perfectly  satisfied  with  it. 

His  Royal  Highness  continued  in  good  spirits,  and  in  the 
same  composed  state  of  mind  on  the  28th  and  29th. 

On  the  latter  day  the  Bishop  of  London  came  at  a  little  before 
twelve,  and  his  Royal  Highness  was  alon^  with  him  for  a  short 
time,  after  which  I  was  called  in,  and  his  Lordship  administered 
the. sacrament  to  us. 

'  The  Duke's  deportment  was  serious  as  became  the  occasion, 
but  firm  and  quite  free  from  agitation.  He  did  not  appear 
nervous  or  affected,  although  he  must  have  perceived  that 
neither  the  Bishop  nor  I  was  free  from  either  feeling. 
.  The  Bishop  of  London  told  me  afterwards,  that  nothing  could 
be  more  correct  and  satisfactory  than  all  his  Royal  Highness 
had  said  to  him,  when  they  were  alone ;  and  that  his  state  of 
mind  was  that  in  which  he  would  wish,  under  such  circumstances, 
to.  find  that  of  any  person  in  whose  welfare  he  felt  inteiiested. 

When  I  returned  to  the  Duke  of  York,  he  appeared  moM 
affected,  and  he  assured  me  that  he  felt  a  comfort  and  relief 
which  he  could  not  describe,  and  that  whatever  might  be  the 
iiiiie  of  his  illness,  he  had  done  what  he  ought  to  do.  That  he 
could  now  attend  to  other  matters  with  increased  composure. 

In  the  afternoon,  when  I  saw  him  again,  he  expressed  to  me 
how  much  he  had  been  pleased  with  the  Bishop  of  London's 
mild  and  encouraging  discourse. 

That  he  had  stated  to  his  Lordship  unreservedly,  that  he 
knew  his  situation  to  be  a  very  serious,  though  he  trusted  not  a 
hopeless  one,  but  that  he  did  not  choose  to  postpone  a  duty 
which  he  conceived  ought  to  be  performed  while  he  was  in  the 
full  possession  of  his  faculties,  which  might  yield  to  disease 
sooner  than  he  was  aware  of.  That  he  had,  in  the  course  of  his 
life,  faced  death  in  various  shapes,  and  was  now  doomed  to  view 
its  ap{»oach  in  a  slow  and  lingering  form.  That  he  did  not 
deny,  that  he  should  resign  his  existence  with  rq^ret,  diougfa  ha 
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'  About  this  period^  he  received  the  communicatioii  of  the 
death  of  Sir  Harry  Calvert,  by  which  he  was  much  a£fected» 
and  he  observed  that  he  had  deeply  to  deplore  the  loss  of  aa 
old  and  attached  friend,  and  a  religious  and  good  man. 

For  some  days  after  the  operation,  he  was  very  weak,  and  his 
left  leg  was  in  a  state  which  occasioned  serious  uneasmess,  nor 
was  the  appearance  of  the  other  leg  satisfactory.  On  the  10th, 
he  examined  the  contents  of  some  private  boxes,  and  desired 
that  they  might  be  left  in  his  room,  but  considered 'as  consigned 
to  my  charge.  His  situation  gave  his  medical  attendants 
serious  uneasiness,  and  his  Royal  Highness  was  perfectly  sensi- 
Ue  of  it,  nor  indeed  did  I  disguise  it  from  him,  when  he 
questioned  me. 

Between  the  12th  and  the  18th,  his  Royal  Highness  gained 
strength,  and  his  appetite  and  sleep  improved,  but  the  state  of 
his  legs  continued  unsatisfactory.  On  the  19th,  he  began  again 
to  take  his  airings,  but  the  improvement  had  not  been  such  as 
to  induce  his  medical  attendants  to  consider  his  state  otherwise 
than  very  critical.  He  continued  to  take  daily  airings  until 
the  16th  of  October.  During  this  interval,  he  rallied  occa- 
sionally, and  his  general  health  appeared,  at  times,  to  be 
improving,  notwithstanding  the  state  of.  the  legs,  which  became 
gradually  more  unsatisfactory,  and  often  occasioned  excruciating 
pain  throughout  great  part  of  the  day.  His  Royal  Highness 
fiequently  spoke  to  me  of  his  own  situation  and  feelings,  more 
especially  on  the  22d  of  September,  when  he  told  me  he  did  his 
best  to  submit  with  patience  and  resignation :  that  he  tried  to 
keep  up  his  spirits ;  he  met  his  friends  cheerfully,  endeavoured 
to  go  correctly  through  what  he  had  to  do,  and  to  occupy  him- 
self at  other  times  with  reading;  but  when  left  to  his  own 
thoughts,  when  he  went  to  bed  and  lay  awake,  the  situation  was 
not  agreeable ;  the  contemplation  of  one's  end,  not  to  be  met 
at  once,  nor  within  a  short  given  period,  but  protracted  possibly 
for  months,  required  a  struggle,  and  tried  one's  resolution.  But, 
after  all,  he  did  not  know  that  he  regretted  it,  or  that  he  regretr 
ted  that  time  was.  given  to  him  which  had  turned  his  mind  to 
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His  Royal  Higlines8*8  state  fluctuated  again  between  thii 
period  and  the  6th  of  November,  when  there  Vas  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  legs,  which  continued 
until  the  20th,  when  they  again  assumed  an  unfavoural^e 
appearance,  which  was  the  more  to  be  lamented,  as  his  Royal 
Highness's  strength  and  constitutional  powers  had  been  giving 
way,  his  appetite  and  sleep  began  to  fail,  and  the  increasing 
evil  was  therefore  to  be  met  by  impaired  resources. 

Towards  the  beginning  of  December  his  Royal  Highness 
again  rallied,  so  ftir  as  the  legs  were  concerned,  but  his  frame 
and  his  constitution  had  evidently  become  weaker,  and  his 
Royal  Highness  himself  expressed  his  apprehensions  that  his 
strength  would  not  carry  him  through  the  protracted  struggle. 

Between  the  8th  and  i 7th  of  December  there  was  again  a 
sensible  improvement  in  the  legs,  which  might  have  raised 
the  hopes  of  his  Royal  Highness's  attendants,  if  the  return 
of  strength  had  kept  pace  with  it;  but  he  was  visiUy  losing 
strength  and  substance,  and  on  the  20th  the  legs  resumed 
the  appearance  of  mortification  to  an  alarming  extent,  and 
the  medical  attendants  agreed  that  his  situation  had  become 
very  critical. 

Their  apprehensions  were  still  further  excited  on  the  22nd ; 
his  appetite  had  fotally  flailed  him,  and  cHher  symptoms  were 
equally  unfavourable.  Still  he  kept  up  his  spirits,  and  althou^ 
my  language  was  any  thing  but  encouraging,  he  appeared  to 
feel  sanguine  of  recovery.  This  impression  was  not  justified 
by  the  opinion  of  the  medical  attendants,  and  I  became  very 
anxious  that  his  Royal  Highness  should  be  made  awaie  of  the 
increased  danger  of  his  situation.-  I  urged  this  point  with  Sir 
Henry  Halford  and  Sir  Astley  Cooper ;  assured  them  that  they 
mistook  his  Royal  Highness's  character,  if  they  apprehended 
any  ill  efiect  from  the  disclosure,  and  represented  that  it  was 
due  to  his  character,  and  to  his  wish,  to  dischaige  the  duties 
which  he  still  had  to  perform.  In  the  course  of  the  day  they 
yielded  to  my  reptesentations^  and  authorized  me  to  avail 
myself  of  nnf  opening  which  his  Royal  Highness  might  gm 
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becoming  resolution.''  I  obserred,  that  I  had  not  for  many 
days  seen  his  Royal  Highness  more  free  from -nervous  agitation, 
and  that  I  had  not  been  disappointed  in  my  expeclation»  that 
he  would  bear  this  communication  as  he  did  that  which  I 
had  been  called  upon  to  make  to  him  at  Brighton.  He 
desired  me  to  feel  his  pulse,  which  was  low,  but  even 
and  steady. 

He  then  put  various  questions  to  me,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
the  causes  of  what  he  considered  so  sudden  a  change  in  his 
ttate.  I  accounted  for  it,  by  what  I  had  learnt  from  the 
physicians,  and  ended  by  repeating  that  I  had  felt  it  my 
duty,  however  painful,  to  speak  out.  He  thanked  me,  gave 
me  his  hand,  and  said,  I  had  acted  as  I  ought,  and  as  he 
expected^  but  he  pressed  me  again  to  state  ''what  was  the 
extent  of  the  danger,  and  whether  immediate  V*  I  repeated, 
that  I  had  been  assured  that  it  was  not  immediate.  ''  Whether 
his  case  was  without  hope  of  recovery?^  I  gave  no  decided 
answer,  but  said,  that  I  could  not  extract  from  the  physicians 
any  positive  opinion,  but  that  their  lang^uage  was  not  encou- 
raging. He  said,  ''  I  understand  you ;  I  may  go  on  for  a 
dMMt  time,  but  may  end  rapidly:  God's  will  be  done,  I  am 
resigned.''  He  then  called  for  his  official  papers,  and  trans* 
acted  his  busmess  with  composure  and  his  usual  attention. 
He  afterward  resumed  the  previous  painful  subject.  I  spoke 
to  him  about  his  private  papers,  and  he  confirmed  some  of 
the  directions  previously  given  to  me  upon  that  subject  He 
then  spoke  most  kindly,  took  me  again  by  the  hand,  and  saki, 
''Thank  you,  God  Uess  you."  I  had  hitherto  succeeded  in 
controlling  my  feelings,  but  I  could  da  so  no  longer,  and  I 
left  the  room. 

I  learnt  from  his  servant  Batchelor,  that  after  I  left  his 
Royal  Highness,  he  had  desired  him  to  collect  and  pay  soma 
small  bills;  that  he  began  to  write  some  monoranda,  and 
appeared  very  serious,  but  quite  free  from  agitation.  His 
Royal  HighMsa.  afterwards  had  some  serious  conversation 
with  Sir  Henry  Halfbrd,    who  did  not    disguise    fromr.iiia 
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^^  JlK^^i  A  r:«d  i^V  ^^  appealed  beUec  oa  the  WAU^ 
^1.  Hr  <jv  ujc  ftij«UBt-zeiiC:ral  and  quarter-iuiiMF- 
-^  t>"  •.  ii'i  iJ»^  'fci*  liiracucD*  to  them  with  hi»  um* 
ri.  i  M.V  :.ilu  >-.-.*:^  aSf-.r,  a:iti  he  told  me  that  hr  :«^ 
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|p  iJ^  cQurac  of  the  day,  I  submitted  to  hiin  tike  onki«. 
^^f5y  aud  took  his  pleasure  upoa  some  general  mihi^:} 
^mMimftPi^  into  which  he  entered  with  interest ;  but  in  tAc 
j/0&ooa  he  became  very  languid  and  nervous  though  he 
^^i  again  towards  the  evening. 

Ob  the  following  day,  the  24th  of  December,  he  a{^«:Jj<4 
^ner,  and  in  good  spirits,  though  incapable  of  much  excft^vOi 
On  the  25th  he  was  weaker,  having  had  a  very  indii&rcAt 
^At.  He  saw  tlie  Duke  of  Wellington  early  in  the  dij. 
f^  physicians  told  me,  that  his  Royal  Highness*s  state  vas 
leoQBiing  daily  more  critical,  and  tl\at  it  was  desiraUbe  thai  I 
^uld  avail  myself  of  any  opportunity  which  mi^t  oier,  of 
^wing  his  Royal  Highnesss  attention  to  the  necesaity  of 
Riding  his  affairs.  I  embraced  it  that  very  day,  aad  pt^^ 
^led  to  him  to  send  for  his  soUcitOTx  Mr.  Parkkwon,  to 
gipch  he  agreed,  and  I  appointed  him  aA  ten  o'clock  on  the 
ipB^wiug  day ;  he  afterwards  wait  throi^h  his  official  businetf 
quietly. 
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Hb  IU)y&l  BigimflM  lair  Mr.  Pvridotevi  cni  Ite  9dth»  and  ti 
hi*  will,  after  iHuch  be  ^loak  bands  with  him^  at  if  taking  final 
leave  of  him.  He  afterwards  na^  the  Bishop  of  Lcmdon^  %ho 
had  at  all  times  free  aAmissioii  to  his  Ro3ral  Highness,  and  had 
had  frequent  oonvenHitaons  with  him  in  the  oonrse  of  his  illness  i 
wad  the  result  of  iki§  ittterview  was,  that  his  Royal  Highness 
ahoukl  take  the  sai!rament  on  the  28th^  which  his  RojaL Highness 
mentiooed  to  me  after wardsy  Adding,  tiiat  he  meant  to  ask  the 
Princess  Sof^na  to  take  it  with  him.  I  saw  him  again  in  th^ 
evening,  and  he  afipealed  very  cheerfnL  On  the  27th  he  ap^ 
peaifid  better  early  in  the  day,  but  became  more  iikreak  and  lam 
gaid  afterwards*  Ha  saw  Mr.  Peel,  who  told  me  he  had  beea 
much  shocked  by  his  Royal  Highness's  aheied  appearance.  The 
J)uke,  however,  ^poke  to  me  d*  himself  in  a  inore  sanguine  4one 
than  usaalb 

His  Majesty  oafaie  to  his  Royal  Highness  in  the  afternoon,  and 
found  him  very  weak  and  languid,  but  he  rallied  in  the  everting^ 
and  looked  over  his  oflicial  papers. 

On  the  morning  6f  the  26th,  his  Royal  Highness  appeared  very 
weak,  and  had  some  attacks  of  nervous  fiatintness;  which,  together 
with  other  unfavourable  symptoms,  satisfied  the  physicians  that 
the  danger  wbs  becoming  more  imminent.  The  Bishop  of  Lou'- 
don  came  at  twelve,  and  desired  that  three  persons  should  assist 
at  the  fady  ceremony ;  and  proposed  that  Sir  Henry  Halfond  and 
I  diould  be  added  to  the  Princess  Sophia,  which  was  mentioned 
to  his  Royal  Highness,  Who  readily  agreed.  UpOn  this  occasion 
he  came  pnblkdy,  and  pttt  on  his  robes;  his  Royal  Highness  was 
quite  composed,  and  nothing  could  'exceed  his  pious  attentioil 
and  calm  devotion  thronghoat  the  solemn  ceremony.  He  re- 
peated the  prayers,  and  nlade  the  responses,  in  a  firm  vok^el 
Part  of  the  pmyers  for  the  sick  were  read;  but  die  service  was> 
at  the  suggestion  of  Sir  Henry  Halfbrd,  the  short  service.  The 
Bishop  was  very  much  afected,  particularly  when  pronouncing: 
the  concluding  blessing.  The  Princess  Sophia  supported  herself 
wimderfuUy  throughout  the  trying  scene,  and  the  Duke  mtA 
quite  free  from  agitation.     After  the  service  vras  over,  he 
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bttt  kept  up  the  conversation  for  an  hour  and  a  halt^  on  various 
subjects  of  business,  &c.  This  succeeded,  and  he  gradually  be 
came  more  at  his  ease.  He  vas  quite  equal  to  any  exertion  of 
mind.  When  Sir  H.  Halford  came,  he  announced  to  his  Royal 
Highness  the  King^s  intention  to  pay  him  a  vbit  on  that  day,  and 
his  Royal  Highness  dressed  and  shaved  himself,  which  he  had 
not  been  aUe  to  do  on  the  preceding  day. 
f  The  physicians  told  me  that  the  state  of  the  legs  had  become 
more  unfavourable.  His  Royal  Highness  saw  the  Adjutant- 
General  and  Qoarter-Moster-General,  and  transacted  business 
with  them  as  usuiBil. 

His  Majesty  came  at  two,  and  stayed  an  hour  with  his  Royal 
Highness.  His  Majesty  thought  him  looking  better  and  stronger 
tiian  on  the  37th,  but  this  vras  the  last  time  he  saw  him,  his 
Majesty's  own  indisposition  having.disappointed  his  anxious  wish 
to  have  come  again  to  him. 

His  Royal  Highness  sent  for  me  at  five,  and  went  through  his 
usual  official  business  with  me,  after  which  he  appeared  tired 
and  exhausted,  and,  indeed,  he  had  prevkmsly  retired  to  his  bed- 
room. 

He  afterwards  saw  Colonel  Stephenson,  who  found  him  in  the 
same  weak  and  exhausted  state. 

Towards  nine  he  sen^  for  me  again,  and  I  found  him  much 
oppressed,  and  breathing  short,  and  in  general  unable  to  rouse 
himself.  He  dnmissed  me  after  a  short  time,  wishing  me  a  good 
night,  but  between  ten  and  eleven  he  sent  for  me  again;  I  found 
him  dosing,  and  when  he  roused  himsdf  he  complained  of  inward 
pain,  asked  me  how  late  I  should  stay  in  the  house,  (he  was  not 
aware  that  I  had  slept  in  it  for  several  nights,)  and  again  wished 
me  good  night. 

He  called  for  Sir  H.  Halford,  Mr.  Macgregor,  and  Mr.  Simp- 
son, repeatedly  in  the  same  manner,  and  after  wishing  them  good 
night  Some  time  after,  he  again  sent  for  Mr.  Macgregor,  who 
found  him  in  one  of  his  attacks  of  nervous  faintness.  Mr.  Mac- 
gregor gave  him  some  laudanum,  anc  after  some  time  he  became 
more  composed,  and  fell  asleep. 
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not  wBkr^in/*  He  oMUTed  hit  Upa  oeeaiioiiaUy^but  I  eoaU;  not 
difltiBgttiik  what  he  said;  he  appeared  qwbte  seaaiUey  very  com^ 
poaed^and  twice  looked  at  me^  the  first  time  senously,  the  seccmd 
time  with  a  placid,  almost  a  cheerful  smile ;  and  I  came  awaj 
perfectly  satisfied  that  his  mind  waa  free  from  anxiety  and  unea- 
tiaesai  The  Priaeesa  Sof^ia  came  in,  and  the  maauaer  to  which 
he  rcMsed  himself  when  she  was  announcedy  was  very  striking; 
Her  Royal  Highness  staid  with  him  aboat  twenty  lUBiUefl.  He 
eontinued.Tery  quiet  throu^out  the  rest  of  the  day;  and  at 
haK-fkast  seren  deaieed  Sir  A.  Cooper^  who  was  going  to  Wind* 
aer,  ia  ghe  his  affectionate  daity  to  the  K)ag>  and  to  tell  him  he 
waa  very  comfoitaUei 

OfPi  the  1st  of  January^  I  learat  that  hii  Royal  Highness  had 
passed  a  very  quiet  night,  with  four,  houra'  good  sleep^  and  th«t 
no  material  change  had  takeot  place  in  his  state ;  that  he  con« 
ti«ued  perfectly  sensible^  took  sufficient  nourishment,  and  spoke 
whenever  roused;  oor  ware  the  legs  in  a  wecae  state;,  on  the 
contrary,  ttieir  appearance  had  become  more  favourable^ 

Upon  the  whole,  the  physiciana  thought  he  might  lii^er  on 
longer  than  they  had  expected,  auoh  waa  the:  extraordinary 
resistance  which  hie  constitutioii  opposed  ta  the  progress  of  the 
disease.  The  Dakea  of  Clarence  and.  Susaeit  agaia  saw  him, 
aod  h^  received,  them  aiectionately,  but  did  not  speaks  and  they 
left  him  invnediately.  The  Princesa  Sophia  theu  went  lo  him : 
he  kiased  her,  and  said — ^'God  blesa  you»  my  dear  lQve"*»lav 
morrow,  to-morraw>"  aiad  4)fia  left  hinu  He  continued  in  the 
safloe  quiet  and  composed  atate  tiiroughaut  the  day,  and  oeca- 
smnally  told  his  medical  attendants  that  he  feh  no  pain^aad  w«a 
very  c(»nfortabI&    I  did  not  see  hiaai. 

The  report  on  the  following  mornings  the  2d  af  Januar]r,  was^ 
that  the  night  had  been  quiets  and  that  ha  coatinued  free  ftom 
pain,  and  p^fiectly  sensible,  though  he  seldom  spoke.  Soon 
after  nine  he  had  a  shivermg  attack,  which  waa  very  akmuBg, 
flosd  his  pulse  waa  hardly  perceptible,  but  he  rallied.  He  had 
been  moved  nearer  to  the  window,  waa  quite  himself,  and  asked 
wfaethiff  the  day  was  net  a*  frost,  which  was  Uieqaaew   HeJbacame 
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on  the  preceding  day;  there  was  the  same  propriety  of  con- 
duct, the  same  manifestation  of  affectionate  interest,  free  from 
curiosity. 

His  Royal  Highness  passed  a  very  restless  night,  with  occa- 
sional attacks  of  faintness  and  spasm.  His  breathing  had  be- 
come more  difficult,  his  pulse  mure  feeble  and  irregular,  but  yet 
there  were  no  symptoms  of  rapidly  approaching  dissolution. 
Sh-Astley  Cooper  had  sat  up  with  him,  to  relieve  Mr.  Macgregor; 
and  when' the  latter  went  to  his  Royal  Highness,  he  desired  him 
to  thsmk  him,  and  say  he  was  very  kind. 

Shortly  after  he  saw  some  one  near  him,  and  Mr.  Macgregor 
told  him  it  was  Mr.  Simpson;  and  his  Royal  Highness  said, 
**  Mr.  Simpson  is  a  good  man."  He  took  some  slight  nourish- 
ment occasionally,  and  towards  ten  o'clock  he  had  a  serious 
attack  of  faintness,  during  which  his  pulse  was  hardly  perceptible, 
but  he  rallied  again.  Sir  Wm.  Knighton sawhis  Royal  Hi^ness, 
but  he  did  not  speak  to  him. 

Between  one  and  two,  Mr.  Macgregor  ^ine  to  tell  ine  that 
his  Royal  Highness  had  named  me  frequently,  and  at  last  made 
them  understand  that  he  wished  to  see  me.  1  immediately  went 
to  him.  I  found  him  dreadfully  changed,  very  feeble,  much 
oppreflsed,  and  evidently  unable  to  distinguish  objects  clearly. 
Batchelor  named  me  to  him,  and  I  sat  down  close  by  his  right 
side.  He  looked  at  me  with  a  kind  smile,  took  me  by  the  hand, 
and  I  told  him  I  had  not  left  the  house  since'  I  had  last  seen 
him.  He  asked  me  with  difficulty,  and  in  a  faint/ though  steady 
voice,  whether  Colonel  Stephenson  iiras  in  the  house.  I  said  he 
was,  and  asked  whether  he  wished  to  see'  him ;  he  nodded  assent, 
and  I  immediately  sent  for  him.  Colonel  Stephenson  went  to 
his  left  side ;  but,  as  his  Roya(  Highness  could  not  see  him,  I 
1)eck6hed  to  bim  to  come  to  the  right  side,  and  I  moved  back, 
80  as  to  enable  him  to  come  close  up,  while  I  supported  his 
Royal  Highness,  by  placing  my  hand  against  the  pillow,  behind 
his  back.  He  then  gave  his  hand  to  Colonel  Stephenson.  After 
some  interval,  during  which  his  Royal  Highness  breathed  with 
'  freat  difficulty,  and  was  very  faint,'abd'  during  which  Batchelor 
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his  extremities  were  cold,  iie  was  speechless,  and  had  with 
difficulty  swallowed  a  little  milk  and  rum,  but  neverthelen 
appeared  to  retain  his  senses.  O^  this,  bdeed,  he  gave  proof  at 
twelve,  for  Mr.  Macgregor  came  in  to  say  that  his  Royal  Highness 
had  insisted  on  having  his  legs  dressed  (which  they  naturally 
wished  to  avoid  at  such  a  period,)  for  he  had  looked  at  him 
several  times,  had  pointed  at  the  clock,  then  at  his  legs,  and  had 
poshed  off  the  covering,  thus  shewing  his  determination  to  go 
through  all  that  was  required  to  the  last  moment.  When  he 
found  that  he  was  undenstuod,  and  that  Mr.  Macgregor  was  pre* 
paring  for  the  dressing,  he  signified  his  thanks  to  him  with  a 
kind  smile,  threw  back  his  head,  and  hardly  noticed  any  thing 
afterwards. 

The  pulse  became  more  feeUe,  the  attacks  of  faintness  more 
frequent,  but  his  Royal  Highness  struggled  on,  and  between  eight 
and  nine  this  state  appeared  so  likely  to  last  for  some  hours,  that 
the  Duke  of  Clarence  was  persuaded  to  go  home,  and  I  returned 
to  my  room  to  answer  some  inquiries.  At  twenty  minutes  past 
nine.  Colonel  Stephenson  called  me  out,  and  told  me  that  he  was 
in  the  last  agonies.  I  hastened  down,  but  my  dear  master  had 
expired  before  I  could  reach  his  room,  and  I  had  the  comfort  of 
learning  that  he  had  expired  without  any  struggle  or  apparent 
pain.  His  countenance  indeed  confirmed  this,  it  was  as  calm  as 
possible,  and  quite  free  from  any  distortion,  indeed  it  almost 
looked  as  if  he  had  died  with  a  smile  upon  it 

The  medical  attendants,  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  Batchelor,  and 
anoCher  servant,  were  in  the  room,  looking  at  him  in  silence,  and 
with  countenances  strongly  expressive  of  their  feelings. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  amiable,  kind,  and  excellent  man, 
after  a  long  and  painful  struggle,  borne  with  exem^dary  resolur 
tioQ  and  resignation;  and  I  am  oonfident,  that  the  details  into 
which  I  have  entered,  of  the  last  drcomstances  of  that  struggle 
vnll  not  prove  uninteresting  to  those  who  were  sincerely  attached 
to  him. 
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I  feel  that  I  owe  it  to  his  Royal  Highness's  character,  to  add 
some  general  observations,  which  may  serve  to  place  it  in  its 
true  light,  and  to  confirm  the  opinion  of  those  who  view  his  loss 
as  a  national  calamity. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  premise,  that  from  the  momoit  that  I 
had  received  the  alarming  report  from  Brighton,  I  ceaised  to 
entertain  any  sanguine  hopes  of  his  Royal  Highness's  recovery, 
and  that  my  expectations  of  it  became  gradually  more  frint, 
although  they  varied  occasionally,  as  the  S3nnptoms  of  the  dis* 
order  fluctuated. 

This  impression  led  to  my  keeping  the  minutes,  from  wkadi  I 
have  extracted  the  foregoing  statement,  my  object  in  so  doing 
being  that  I  might  be  better  able,  from  such  accurate  source,  to 
do  justice  to  his  Royal  Highness's  character  and  sentiments. 

The  30th  of  December  was  the  last  day  on  which  I  submitted 
my  papers,  and  he  was  then  equal  to  any  business ;  for  although 
his  state  varied  in  the  course  of  the  day,  yet  there  were  hours 
when  physical  causes,  or  the  effect  of  medicine,  did  not  interfere 
with  the  clear  application  of  the  powers  of  the  mind. 

It  has  been  already  shewn  by  the  details  I  have  produced, 
that  almost  to  the  latest  hour,  his  Royal  Highness  was  anxious  to 
discharge  his  official  duties ;  and  the  interest  he  took  in  them 
was  at  no  time  weakened  by  the  pressure  of  bodily  disease  or 
pain.  In  further  proof  of  this,  I  may  state,  that  on  Saturday, 
the  9th  of  December,  I  received  from  Lord  Bathurst  at  his  office, 
secret  instructions  respecting .  the  force  to  be  prepared  for  em- 
barkation for  Portugal,  and  that  I  communicated  them  in  the 
same  evening  to  his  Royal  Highness.  He  was  then  in  great 
.pain,  but  he  became  indifferent  to  bodily  sufierings,  and  imme- 
diately drew  up  the  heads  of  ^e  mi]itai7  arrangement,  (which 
paper,  in  his  own  writing,  I  now  possess,)  from  which  were  framed 
detailed  instructions  approved  by  hini  o^n  the  following  day,  and 
issued  on  Monday,  the  11th  of  December. 

This  measure  naturally  produced  the  necessity  of  other  arrange- 
ments connected  with  home  service,  and  the  adjutant-general 
and  the  quarte*-  •'-general  will  bear  nie  out  in  the  assertioD, 
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that  these  were  entered  into,  and  directed  by  him  with  the  same 
intelligence  and  attention  which  he  had  manifested  on  previous 
occasions ;  when,  we  are  bound-  to  state^  that  every  ai'rangement 
was  made  by  him,  and  that  the  execution  of  the  details  was  alone 
left  to  us. 

It  may  not  be  irrelevant  here  to  observe,  that  this  had  at  all 
times  been  the  case ;  his  Royal  Highness  had  been  at  the  head  of 
the  army  more  than  thirty-two  years ;  during  that  period  various 
officers  were  successively  employed  by  him  in  the  situations  of 
military  secretary,  and  at  the  heads  of  departments  at  the  Horse 
Guards;  and  they  possessed  his  confidence,  and  exerted  them- 
selves zealously.  But  the  merit  of  rescuing  the  army  from  its 
impaired  condign,  of  imjMroving,  establishing,  and  maintaining 
its  system ;  of  introducing  that  administration  of  it,  in  principle 
and  in  every  detail,  which  has  raised  the  character  of  the  British 
service,  and  promoted  its  efficiency,  belongs  exclusively  to  his 
late  Royal  Highness.  The  work  was  progressive,  but  his  atten- 
tion to  it,  his  able  superintendence  of  it,  were  constant.  He 
guided  and  directed  the  labours  of  those  subordinate  to  him ; 
their  task  was  executive.  He  gave  the  impulse  to  the  whole 
machinery,  and  kept  the  wheels  in  motion ;  and  to  him,  I  repeat 
it,  tlie  credit  was  due. 

An  arrangement  for  the  promotion  of  the  old  subalterns  of  the 
army  had  long  been  the  object  of  his  solicitude,  but  it  was  one 
of -difficult  accomplishment,  as  it  was  understood  that  no  measure 
/Entailing  extraordinary  charge  on  the  public  would  be  admitted. 
Hence  the  delay  in  bringing^  it  forward ;  but  his  Royal  Highness 
entered  into  every  detail  of  it  on  the  26th  of  December,  and  the 
King  having  paid  him  a  visit  on  the  27th,  he  ordered  me  to 
submit  it  to  his  Majesty  oh  that  day,  when  it  obtained  the:  royal 
signature;  and  the  communication  of  his  Majesty's  gracious 
.approbation  of  this  arrangement  was  received  by  his  Royal  Hig^* 
ness  with  a  warm  expression  of  satisfaction. 

Of  the  resolution  and  resignation  with  which  his  Royal  High- 
ness submitted  to  protracted  confinement  and  a  painful  disorder, 
my  statement  offers  ample  proof;  but  I  have  not  stated,  that 
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daring  all  this  period,  dmisg  this  serious  trial,  his  tatfUimk 
tsmper  and  kind  disposition  to  all  who  approached  him,  oontinosd 
animpaixed.  I  appeal  to  his  medical  attoidants,  I  appeal  to  Us 
terrants,  to  those  who  transacted  business  with  him,  official  or 
personal,  whether  at  any  time  he  betrayed  a  symptom  of  irribh 
bility,  whether  a  sharp  word  escaped  him,  whether  a  nnirmuror 
complaint  was  uttered.  Efery  attrition,  from  whateiver  qustor, 
was  kindly  received^  and  gratefully  acknowledged*  Onsat  anxiety 
was  shewn  by  him  to  avoid  givmg  trouUe;  ud  at  the  lattes 
periods  of  his  iUneu,  that  which  seemed  to  distseas  ham  moal, 
was  his  being  leduced  to  the  necessity  of  requesting  others  to  do 
for  him  that  which  he  had  ceased  to  be  able  to  do  for  himself. 

m 

Of  the  kind  attention  of  his  medical  attendants,  and  their 
anxiety  to  afford  to  him  the  utmost  benefit  of  their  skiU,  he 
expressed  himself  most  sensible.  And  it  is  due  to  them  to  say, 
that  if  he  had  been  their  nearest  and  dearest  relative,  they  would 
not  have  devoted  their  liifle,  oare,  and  attention  to  him  widi 
more  affectionate  zeal  than  they  did.  Nor  did  he  ever  betray 
any  want  of  confidence  in  their  skill,  or  the  least  desire  to  resort 
to  other  advice. 

I  must  add,  that  I  can  positively  state,  having  been  admitted 
freely  to  their  consultations,  that  no  difference  of  opinion  pee* 
vailed  among  them;  they  acted  together  cordially,  and  their 
only  object  seemed  to  be  the  welfare  of  their  Ulustrious  patient 

During  the  progress  of  his  illness,  his  Royal  Highness  received 
the  most  endearing  and  affectionate  attention  from  the  King, 
and  fh>m  his  brothers  and  sisters;  and  they  never  failed  to  be 
acknowledged  with  satisfaction  and  with  gratitude :  the  Princess' 
Sophia  especially,  whose  near  residence  admitted  of  more  fre- 
quent intercourse,  never  missed  coming  to  him  in  die  course  of 
the  day,  unless  prevented  by  indisposition ;  and  I  have  already 
stated  that  her  royal  highness,  by  his  desire,  took  the  sacrament 
with  him  on  the  28th  of  December. 

The  visits  of  his  Royal  Highness's  numerous  and  attached 
ftieiids  were  frequent,  and  they  were  invariably  received  with 
iMisfisctioB,  and  with  an  expression  of  his  sensaof  their  attentioa. 
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Upon  these  occasions  he  exerted  himself  to  meet  them  cheer- 
fully, and  to  suppress  the  expression  of  pain  or  bodily  uneasiness, 
and  they  often  left  him  with  the  belief  that  he  was  free  from 
both,  although  this  had  by  no  means  been  the  case. 

Nor  did  his  Royal  Highnes  >'s  bodily  suffering,  or  the  contem- 
plation of  his  critical  state,  diminish,  in  any  degree,  the  interest 
which  he  had  ever  taken  in  the  state  of  public  affairs,  and  in  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  his  country.  These  were  at  all  times 
uppermost  in  his  mind,  and  I  am  convinced  that  they  often 
engaged  it  in  a  much  greater  degree  than  did  his  own  situation. 
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CHAP.  XXI. 


TUB  ROYAL  OBSEQUIES. 

It  being  intended    that  the  corpse  of  the  Duke  of 
York  should  lie  in  state  two  days  previous  to  the 
funeral;  the  coffin  with  the  royal  remains  was  con- 
veyed  at  midnight  on  Wednesday  the  17th,  toj^t 
James*s    Palace.      On    Thursday    the    privile^^of 
entrance  through  the  Stable  Yard  by  tickets  lastol 
till   eleven,  when  the  public    admission    took  pluw 
through  the  second  front  gate   of  the  Palace,     tm 
crowd    having  passed   along  a  covered  way   acniM 
the  yard,  entered  through  the  new  staircase  leadbif^' 
to  the  state  apartment.    This  was  hong  with  blad^' 
and   the  landing-places  were  railed  off,   to  prevent 
disorder.     At  eight  o'clock  the  Grenadiers  mounted 
as  a  guard  of  honour,  and  at  the  same  time   anotlMr 
guard  from  the  Lancers  took  their  station.    A  strong 
detachment  of  police  was  also  in  attendance,  aided 
by  a   body   of  constables.     The  Lancers   did  duty 
outside,   as   the    Grenadiers    did  within;    while  the 
Yeomen  of  the  Guard  were  arranged  in  two  divisions 
in  the  new  gallery  and  armoury  room.     The   corps 
of  Gentlemen  Pensioners  also  gave  their  attendance 
on   this   occasion,   though   commonly  they   only  are 

called  upon  to  be  present  at  the  funeral  of  the  king 
or  qucen^   . 
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e-room  had  its  black  cloth  so  fitted  up  as 
)  a  tent  at  the  top,  while  along  the  sides, 
5?'ere  arranged  with  silver  sconces.  The 
placed  on  a  platform,  having  a  velvet  pall 
T  it^  and  three  scutcheons  on  each  side, 
^d  on  a  velvet  cushion  was  the  royal 
elow  on  another  cushion  the  baton  of  a 
shal.  Three  large  wax  candles  burned 
le.     The  inscription  on    the  plate    is  as 


DEPOSITUM 

ILLUSTRISSIMI    PRINCIPIS 

FREDERIC  I. 

I)E    BRUNSWICK    LUNCNBURGJI, 
DUCIS    EBORACI    £T    ALBANIA!, 
COMITIS    ULSTERIiEy 
fOBlLISSlMI    ORDINIS    P£RISCELIDIfl, 

ET 
ORATISS.    ORDIN.    MILITAR.    DE    BALNEO 

EQUITI9  ; 

%,TRIS    AUGUSTISSIMI    ET   POTENTIftSIMI 

MONARCIIiE 

GEORGII   QUARTIy 

DKI    GRATIA    BRITAKNIARUM    REOIl 

riDEI    DEFENSORIS, 

REGIS    IIANOVERAy    &C, 

OBIIT    QUINTO    DIE    JANUARII, 

ANNO    DOMINI    MDCCCXXVII. 

£TATI8    SUX    LXIV. 

[Jpton  took  his  station  at  the  head  of  the 

[K)rted  by  colonel  Sir  Henry  Cook  on  the 

Colonel  Atnstrong  on  the  left.     In  the 

J.  Hawker^  Esq.  Richmond   Herald^  and 
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on  foot,  went  first;  then  followed  seven  coaches^ 
conveying  the  domestics,  pages  of  tlie  Duke,  bis 
private  chaplain,  medical  attendants,  secretaries^ 
equerries,  aides  de  camp,  and  the  heraldic  officers. 
After  this  came  a  troop  of  Life  Guards,  with  their 
swords  reversed  under  their  right  arms.  Having 
fefmed  in  the  centre  of  St.  James's  street,  they  halted 
to  wait  the  approach  of  the  Duke's  private  carriage 
and  the  hearse.  As  soon  as  the  latter  entered  the 
Street,  the  Lancers  reversed  their  lances,  and  kept 
them  so  daring  the  rest  of  the  day.  After  the  hearse, 
which  was  flanked  on  each  side  by  ten  Yeomen,  had 
taken  its  place,  the  two  squadrons  of  Life  Guards 
#ell  into  the  rear,  and  were  succeeded  by  the  Lancers. 
The  carriages  of  the  royal  family  then  followed  in 
the  order  of  their  rank ;  and  by  their  side  walked 
mourners  with  truncheons.  In  this  manner  the  train 
proceeded  up  St.  James's  Street,  and  at  a  little  aflet 
nine  passed  through  Kensington,  where  the  crowds 
were  immense.  When  the  procession  reached  IIol« 
land-house,  the  Yeomen  of  the  Gaard,  and  a  detach^ 
ment  of  the  Lancers,  quitted  it,  and  returned  to  towui 
From  hence  to  Hammersmith,  the  windows  of  the 
houses  were  thronged,  and  all  the  shops  closely 
shut.  The  signs  of  many  of  the  public  houses  werd 
covered  with  crape,  and  one  of  the  signs  had  a  flag 
suspended  by  a  Hne  across  the  street,  in  the  c^ntr^ 
of  which  was  inscribed  in  large  letters, — ''  OuR 
Nation's  Hope,  thb  Father  ow  thb  Army." 

About  two  o'clock  the  cavalcade  halted  at  Cran- 
ford  Bridge.  Here  the  mourners  alighted  to  obtain 
refreshment,  and  the  procession  was  joined  by  another 
party  of  troops.  After  an  interval  of  about  two  honrs» 
the  whole  again  formed  in  order,  and  began  to  move. 
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•tffl  preceded  and  followed  by  a  large  body  of  spec^ 
tators,  some  on  horseback,  others  in  carriages,  and 
vast  numbers  on  foot.      Soon  after  passing  tbnragii 
Colnbrook,  night  set  in,  on  which  every  fourth  soMief 
Ughted  a  torch.     The  cavalcade  now  presented  a  more 
striking  appearance  than  it  had  done  at  any  period 
of  the  day,  for  the  glare  of  the  torches,  reflected  npm 
the  dress  and  arms  of  the  military,  had  a  novel  and 
solemn  effect     In  this  way,  the  procession  passed 
through  Datchet,   and  a  little  before   eight  reached 
Frogmore,  where  it  was  joined  by  the  royal  dukes; 
and  the  members  of  the  household.     From  Frogmore 
to  the  Castle  the  road  was  lined  with  soldiers,  many 
of  whom  carried  torches.    The  arrangements  for  the 
flmeral  within  the  Chapel  consisted  in  the  erection  of 
a  covered  porch  lined  with  black   cloth,  projecting 
from  the  south  aisle  to  the  pavement  of  the  court  fal 
the  lower  ward.      At  this   entrance    the    coffin  was 
received,  and  a  flooring  covered  with  black  was  laid 
down,  to  make  a  gradual  ascent  from  the  pavement 
to  the  door  of  the  Chapel.    From  this  door  a  flooring 
was  also  laid  the  whole  length  of  the  south  aisle,  in 
the    form  of  an  inclined   plane,  and    enclosed    with 
railing  about  four  feet  high;  the  whole  covered  with 
black  cloth.     The  whole  breadth  of  the   nave   was 
enclosed,  and  rows  of  steps  were  erected  along  the 
north  aisle,  for  the  accommodation  of  several  hun- 
dreds who  were  admitted  by  tickets.     The  opening 
in  the  floor  in  front  of  the  altar,  which  leads  to  the 
subterraneous  passage   of  the  royal  vault,  was  not 
concealed ;  but  lined  in  every  part  with  black  cloth, 
so  as  to  give  it  an  appearance  of  greater  depth  than 
it  really  is.     Some  seats  erected  a  few  paces  behind 
this    opening,    and    at    right    angles    with    it,    wer« 
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designed  for  the  foreign  ambassadors  and  other 
persons  of  distinction.  Three  arm-chairs  were  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  vault  for  the  chief  moarners.  Soon 
after  seven  o^clock  a  movement  was  observable  near 
the  door  ot  the  south  aisle,  and  a  bustle  ensued,  occa- 
sioned by  the  entrance  of  the  principal  personages 
belonging  to  the  royal  household,  in  full  court  mourn- 
ing, wearing  broad  silk  scarfs,  and  the  grooms  of 
the  bedchamber,  having  white  satin  bows  on  their  left 
ihomlders.  At  twenty  minutes  before  nine  o'clock  the 
hearse  was  drawn  up  to  the  porch  of  the  south  aisle, 
where  the  marshalmen,  servants,  &c.  filed  off,  to 
enclose  a  passage.  Ten  Yeomen  then  took  out  the 
coffin,  and  the  mourners  fell  into  the  rear,  while  it 
was  borne  to  the  funeral  car  which  moved  on  to 
the  chapel;  where  it  was  received  by  the  Dean  of 
Windsor,  the  prebendaries,  and  canons.  All  the  choir 
now  joined  in  singing  the  celebrated  burial  service  of 
Croft  €uid  Purcell,  while  the  organ  filled  the  sacred 
edifice  with  its  solemn  tones.  The  procession,  slowly 
led  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  passed  down  the  south 
aisle,  and  up  the  nave  in  the  following  order : — 

Poor  Knights  of  Windsor. 

Pages  of  the  Royal  Family. 

Pages  of  the  King. 

Pages  of  the  late  Duke. 

Solicitor  to  his  Royal  Highness. 

Apothecary  to  his  Royal  Highness. 

Surgeons  to  the  Duke. 

Physicians  to  his  Royal  Highness. 

Deputies  of  the  Corporation  of  Windsor. 

The  Curate  of  Windsor,  and  Vicar  of  W^indsor. 

Private  Chaplain  to  bis  Royal  Highness. 

Chaplain  General  to  the  Army.     "' 
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■tin  preceded  and  followed  by  B  largi 
tators,  some  on  horseback,  others  m 
vast  iiuiabers  on  foot.      Soon  after  pi      a^H 
Colnbrook,  night  set  in,  on  which  every  ^ 

li|{bted  a  torch.    The  cavalcade  now-  pit  ^^ 

striking  appearance  than  it  had  dom  :  ^^ 
of  the  day,  for  the  glare  of  (he  torcheB/n  ^^ 
the  dress  and  arms  of  tlie  inilitary,'faAd  i^ 
solemn  effect.  In  this  way,  the  proODE  ^0 
through  Datchet,  and  a  litUe  belbn  <ti^  1 
Frogmore,  where  it  was  joined  by  dM  :>'  4 
and  the  members  of  the  honselHdd:!''  ^RfOii  • 
to  the  Castle  the  road  was  lined  wilk'-wiL  fl 
of  whom  carried  torches.  1^  afnuigHfar 
foneral  within  the  Chapel  consisted  Mf  life  «  * 
a  covered  porch  lined  with  black '.dAfc^  4$ 
from  the  south  aisle  to  the  pavemeirir^M  0 
the  lower  ward.  At  this  entraDCe<<tli|t'< 
received,  and  a  flooring  o«^ered  with'tttt  4 
down,  to  make  a  gradaal  ascent  ftbdl  4b  4 
to  the  door  ef  the  Chapel.  Frtm  llfaoftPi  ^ 
was  also  laid  the  whole  length  ot^bti^  0 
the    form  of  an  inclined  plane,  and   ctt  ! 

railing  about  four  feet  high;  the  wbidia  c  j 

black  cloth.     The  whole  breadth  itt  -i^       { 
enclosed,  and  rows  of  steps  warti   «^bm\i 
north  aisle,  for  the  aceommodatteic^  ^ 

dredfl  who  were  admitted  by  i^rSuL^^ 


ui  the  floor  in  front  of  the  altMr^        -. 
subterraneous  passage   of  tbo    *^!3k-n,„^]'^*^^ 
concealed;  but  lined  in  every  1 
so  as  to  give  it  an  appearance  o:^ 
it  really  is.     Some  seats 
this    opening,    and    at    rigU 
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Master  of  the  Horse.  Groom  of  the  Stole. 

The  Lord  Steward  of  the  Household  attended  by 
the  Deputy  Comptroller. 

Choir  of  Windsor. 
Prebendaries  of  Windsor. 
Dean  of  Windsor. 
Fhe  Banner  of  Albany.  The  Banner  of  Hanover. 


Tlie 

Banner 

of  the 

Falcon 

and 

Fetterlock 

borne  by  a 

Colonel 

in  the 

Army. 


^ 
M 


O 

o 

c 
B 


a 

OB 


The  Baton 

of  his  Royal  Highness 

as  Field-Marshal, 

borne  by 

Earl  Harcourt. 


>        The 
^      Banner 
^      of  the 
$^  1  White  Rose 
(^    ^  borne  by  a 
S-     Colonel 
g>       in  the 
g.      Army. 

(V 


B' 


The 

Banner 

of  the 

Crest 

of  his  late 
Royal 

Highness 

borne  by  a 

Colonel 

in  the 

Army. 


A  Gentleman 

Usher  of  the 

Privy  Chamber 

to  his 

Majesty. 


C5 

CD 

a 

§ 
g 

cs 
& 
Q 

S 


The  CoKONET 

lis  Royal  Highn 

borne  by 

Clarencieux 

King  at  Arms. 


O 

C 
n 

B 
B' 


fn 


r 


The  Earl  Marshy  of  England. 


The 

Banner 

of  the 

Arms 

of  his  late 
Royad 

Highness 

borne  by  a 

Colonel 

in  the 

-Army. 


TlitVic0 


of  his 
Mi^esty's 
Household. 


HieLofd 

Cbamberiain 
of  big 
Majesty's 
Household. 


A  Gentleman 

Usher  of  the 

Privy  Chamber 

to  his 

Majesty. 
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On  the  arrival  of  the  procession  within  the  choir,  the  car  was 
wheeled  upon  the  platform^  and  the  coronet,  baton,  and  cushions 
were  placed  on  the  coffin. 

The  Earl  of  Harcourt  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  coffin  opposite 
the  chief  mourner.  The  Lord  Chamberlain  was  in  the  same 
position.  The  Duke  of  Wellington,  who  supported  the  pall  first 
on  the  left  hand,  retained  his  place  with  his  companions. 

The  six  banners  were  arranged  between  the  coffin  and  altar. 
The  bishops  took  their  seats  in  the  stalls  near  the  east  end ;  and  the 
Knights  of  the  Garter  sat  in  their  appropriate  seats.  The  re- 
maining stalls  were  occupied  by  the  Ministers  of  State,  and  other 
persons  of  distinction.  A  vast  number  of  peers  and  private 
triends  of  the  deceased,  followed  the  body  into  the  choir,  where,  as 
the  procession  entered,  the  vocalists  chanted  the  proper  psalms. 
During  this  part  of  the  service^  the  bier  was  propell^  towards 
the  entrance  of  the  vault,  and  the  chief  mourner  a^  others  took 
their  stations  in  their  appointed  places. 

The  Dean  then  read  the  funeral  lesson^  after  which  the  beautifiil 
Anthem  by  Kent,  from  the  55th  Psalm,  was  sungy  having  been 
selected  by  the  King  for  the  purpose.  Hi«  Majesty  also  caused 
part  of  Handel's  Anthem,  oomposed  for  die  funeral  of  Queen 
Cavoliney  to  be  sung,  and  certainly  nothing-  could  be  more  suit- 
able.   The  words  are  these: — 

''When  the  ear  heard  him,  then  it  blessed  him ;  and  when  the  eye  SBCvf 
htm,  it  gave  witness  of  him. 

.  '*  He  delivered  the  poer  that  cried,  the-fiUbeHess,  and  him  th^t  had  noae 
to  help  him.  Kindness,  meekness^  and  comfoit  were  in  his  tongue.  If 
there  was  any  virtue,  and  if  there  was  any  praise,  he  thought  ^siv  fhosa 
thing?' 

^  His  body  is  liuried  in  peace. 

**  But  his  name  liveth  evermote.    Amen.** 

.. .  Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  prayeis,  the  coffin  wm,  by^t^ 
operation  of  the  machinery,  in  the  womb  of  the  vault,  gradWlly 
lowered  into  the  aperture^  .and,  as  the  earth  was  cast  upon  it, 
the  Dean  proceeded  with  the  remaining  part  of  the  service* 
Sir  George  Naylot*,  Garter  King  at  Arms,  then  proclaimed  the 
style  and  titles,  of  the. deceased  Duke  in  tlie  usual  form,  and  at 
eleven  o'clock  the  company  slowly  retired. 


4d 
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CHAP.  XXII. 


PUBLIC   TESTIMONIES. 

On.  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  York,  various  sunnises 
were  formed  respecting  the  nomination  of  a  successor. 
While  some  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  plan  simi* 
lar  to  that  which  for  a  century  or  more  had  been  pur- 
sued in  r^^ard  to  the  admiralty,  and  others  expected 
to  see  the  place  filled  by  a  prince  of  the  blood  royal» 
his  Majesty,  ever  attentive  to  the  public  welfare,  be* 
stowed  the  vacant  situation  upon  the  Duke  of  Welling* 
ton,  as  the  only  person  in  the  kingdom  likely  to  con- 
tinue beneficially  the  exceUent  system  that  had  so 
judiciously  been  organized  and  conducted  by  the  late 
illustrious  commander-in-chief.  This  appointment, 
therefore,  was  the  most  honourable  testimony  that 
could  well  be  paid  to  the  merits  of  the  deceased ;  and, 
as  such,  it  was  generally  considered,  not  only  by  the 
army,  but  by  the  nation  at  large ;  and  the  noble  per- 
sonage himself,  upon  whom  the  distinction  fell,  was  so 
impressed  with  a  sense  of  its  importance,  that  he  said, 
*'  he  would  not  remove  a  cap  or  feather  that  had  been 
placed  any  where  by  his  predecessor." 

On  the  part  of  the  Sovereign,  nothing  could  more 
strongly  express  his  feelings  than  the  General  Orders 
which  he  caused  to  be  issued. — 
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"Horse-Guards,  January  23d,  1827." 
"The  last  duties  having  been  paid  to  the  remains  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Commander^n-ckief,  the  King  deems  it  right  to 
convey  to  the  Army  a  melancholy  satisfaction  which  his  Majesty 
derives  from  the  deep  feeling  of  grief  manifested  by  every  class 
of  the  military  profession,  in  common  with  his  people  at  large, 
under  the  great  calamity  with  which  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty 
to  afflict  the  nation  and  his  Majesty, — a  calamity  which  has 
deprived  the  crown  of  one  of  its  most  valuable  and  distin- 
guished servants,  and  his  Majesty  of  a  beloved  and  affectionate 
Brother. 

"  The  King  does  not  think  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  the  pre- 
eminent merits  of  the  late  Duke  of  York ;  his  Majesty  knows 
that  these  are  impressed  and  engraven  on  the  hearts  of  his 
Majesty's  soldiers.  His  Majesty  desires  that  it  may  merely  be 
observed,  that  the  able  administration  of  the  command  held  by 
his  royal  highness  for  a  long  series  of  years,  his  asfliduotts  atletf- 
tioD  to  the  welfare  of  the  soldier,  his  anvemitting  exertions  to 
inculcate  the  true  principles  of  order  and  discipline,  hi&  dtsceni- 
ment  in  bringing  merit  to  the  notice  of  the  Grown,-  and  the  just 
impartiality  with  which  he  applied  the  bonouc  of  the .  service, 
have  combined  to  produce  results  that  identify  the  army  as  a 
profession  with  the  glory  and  prosperity  of  this  great  country, 
and  which  will  cause  his  virtues  and  services  to  be  in  the  grateful 
remembrance  of  the  latest  posterity. 

"The  King  feels,  that  under  the  present  afflicting  circum- 
stances, his  Majesty  cannot  more  effectually  supply  the  loss 
which  the  nation  and  the  army  have  sustained^  than  by  appoint- 
ing to  the  chief  command  of  his  Majesty's  forces,  Field-Marshal 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  the  great  and  distinguished 
general  who  has  so  often  led  the  armies  of  the  nation  to  victory 
and  glory,  and  whose  high  military  renown  is  blended  with  the 
history  of  Europe." 

"  By  his  Majesty "s  Command," 

"  Henry  Tor iiEss," 
«Aflj.-Gt»n," 
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approbation  of  the  measarey  aad  desarinr  Ur  fmrtiuiywv^ 
in  its  promotion.  It  wa«  tben  icsolTed,  ui«:  liii:  «  uik 
shall  be  executed  by  Britxsfa  artists^  mmiAer  i^  nej^trr- 
intendence  of  a  select  cotnmitur,  to 
the  subscribers.  ArraDgements  fasftr  wad^  a 
invitation  was  drawn  up  to  tlK  6k*d»  itf  ai^ 
taking,  callin"^  upon  them  to  moid  Biecciie  ja  7  jcahw 
places  in  aid  of  the  subscriptMK,  aarf.  wim  a  -sm»v  «i 
render  die  concern  trvlr  natinial,  i£  w^  innflf  aecii*^ 
that  the  subscriptions  dionU  be 

On  the  26th  of  the 
was  held  at  Free-Masons'  Tsptcib,  whcm  ihe  fnu  n 
of  Wellington  took  the  chair,  -wsiiffrf  ^  a 
ber  of  military  gentlencn*    iPa  that  ^mstmmm  f, 
resolutions  were  entered  intoi, 
scription  list  has  gone  on 
present  being  abore  thineco 

The  Duke  of  Wellin^iH-  m  b!s  «!<fr.>«»  '-vn  •:•/*  *.-^i'r   if 
eommencemeiit  of  the  biwMJW,  wvl. 


<v  - 


We  all  witKSKd  tb»  «dwiv  ef  ^  MitrR  ^v'nv  4»  f»i?  •«« 
ful  illness  of  the  Dukt  of  I^jcil.    Wt  lAJ&^vjtt  vA.KMtf'.  ;«^   .<i/^^  . 
of  the  publif.,  when  the  h.'Mr.SivV  *^t.%   it.u-.t    -.a*.   ;-.-<-    >i*^-..'.- 
tfais  meetki]^,  occurred.    Il»  ICawv  Us^mubk  tHU  vv  4  mi«  -^bum 
senice,  establLs^jcrJ  ijoMii  a  a^  .■<«i(ik:  ^:«:  .7>0>i  ■''  fv^  i^.y^,      > 
who  ha*"e  had  fhe  hrx^jrs  r/ra  Rr.«^'  H(-r.rpim't  ^."Tjurndir^  wr/f  *-r, 
have  to  lameat  the  low  cf  a  faovl  «KflnHvt  'a  lM:r  x^ok-jr  ^ 
pleasing  KcoUecLou ;    «*.;.tf^  7^   >-j-j4i\  <x    :iri^    Mn«^.r    «>    /  »i 
pnnce,  who,  on  xxrxn.  ^M,  vji  'jf^xx.  "» rrw;*.  li'  iirt.*".-*    -ix  fiosMf -.-.j^    -^ 
character,  afibided  ifeCB  a*  smu  oac^  a  «w«  x  iMt  >#«>«^ 
dence  to  bare  de^^«f2  -ji  '/  iw  rir.*j  :r«cu'jui    iCtji-r''.- 
circiiiuiluBteiy  'tL  ■  u^.  eiSAMfiaarr.  y  *  ir#  itfnfiiMnc.  li^r 
should  fed  ao  a&zierj  y>  tan^  tutur  jr^af  vtn  mtt.-v  -nr   :.#.  :^«  ^ 
Rxiyal  Hitmen,  »  »*il  »  1i*»tr  3P»i>rr  1-''  ii»    vf^ru-j- 
that  wiUy  m  lone  tene,  easwv  «  jug^jirii  ti#b  iign   wwrjir 
conlemporahcs  fed,  a  ^-^lUcrjwarjt  v  ii*   '^\  ttf  tr*i  ^..^.j- 
above  all,  in  ooasAaJtSfja  cf  ^  i^j"  nw  "w^irh  "1^  >^ -r-.tp^ 
thirty-two  jmp ■fcaeh  at  Fnwaif  1  irf  <y  aaiy^  "WMgir*  'uf  w«ura  !.«.  vv.m^ 
was  im-olved  in  »  ww  -y  mitmncMvi  1. *#*:'»•■  'r.*t  -.,<*-./:      "  ^ 
some  lopka  cnoueeMil  vA  imi  Sbi^  SfiennMM.  '/  •iv;?  '.  ^  1  ^<  -v^ 
entitled  than  aajfidv  acM  a  ^k  jiv  >Btf.mAr.v.      r^   •    ^^  ^     ^ 
during  the  Ion?  {wrir/f  if  ihv^w  iiw»«*r  •»'.irr.  u*  >'  •  -.     '  ,•    / 
he  perfomicd  cmv  «•»  «f  h»  Wips  -i*  ?:•»   n  iwa  .tM-wd    -^w?  *a«  «.. 
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approbation  of  the  measure,  and  desiring  to  participate 
ia  it3  promotion.  It  was  then  tosolved,  that  the  vfoA 
shall  be  executed  by  British  artists/ under  the  super<» 
intendence  of  a  select  conmiittee»  to  be  appointed  by 
the  subscribers.  Arrangements  being  made,  a  general 
inwtation  was  drawn  up  to  the  friends  of  the  under- 
taJking,  calling  upon  them  to  hold  meetings  in  various 
places  in  aid  of  the  subscription,  and,  with  a  view  to 
render  itlie  concern  tndy  national,  it  was  finally  settled 
that  the  subscriptions  should  be  unlimited. 

On  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  a  public  meeting 
was  held  at  Free-Masons'  Tavern,  when  the  Dulie 
of  Wellington  teol^  the  chair,  assisted  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  military  gentlemen.  On  that  occasioa  various 
resdntioas  were  entered  into,  and  since  then  the  sub- 
scription list  has  gone  on  prosperously,  the  amount  at 
IMDesent  being  above  thirteen  thousand  pounds. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  his  address  from  the  chair,  at  thie 
commenceinent  of  the  businera,  said, 

We  tU  witnessed  the  anxiety  of  the  nation  dining  the  lon^  and  pain- 
ful illness  of  the  Duke  of  York.  We  likewise  witnened  the  sincere  grief 
of  the  public,  when  the  lamentable  event,  wliich  has  given  occasion  to 
this  meeting,  occurred.  His  Royal  Higlxiess  had,  1^  a  long  penod  of 
service,  established  himself  in  the  respect  and  regard  of  the  people.  Some 
who  have  had  the  honour  of  his  Royal  Highnesses  acquaintance  and  esteem, 
have  to  lament  the  loss  of  a  frieod  endeared  to  their  memoiy  by  man^ 
pleasing  recollections;  while  the  public  at  large  lament  the  loss  of  a 
prince,  who,  on  account  of.  his  public  virtues,  his  justice,  and  steadiness  of 
character,  s^rded  them  the  best  hope,  in  case  it  had  pleased  Provi- 
dence to  have  deprived  us  of  his  most  gracious  Majesty.  Under  these 
circumslaaces,  it  is  not  extraordinaiy,  it  is  not  astonishing,  that  many  men 
should  feel  an  anxiety  to  testier  their  grief  and  son»w  for  the  loss  of  liis 
Royal  Highness,  as  well  as  their  respect  for  his  memoiy,  in  a  m'anner 
that  willy  in  some  degree^  coavey  to  posterity  the  high  hoiiour  whidi  his 
contemporaries  feeL  in  consequence  of  his  pri^'ate  and  public  virtues,  but 
above  au,  in  consideration  of  the  services  wnich  he  performed  dttring  tfic 
thifty-two  yeam  which  he  commanded  the  anny,  twenty  of  which  the  pountiy 
was  involved  in  a  war  of  unexampled  difficulty  and  exertion.  There  are 
some  topics  connected  with  his  Royal  Highness,  of  which  I  feel  I  am  more 
entitled  than  any  other  man  to  give  my  testimony.  One  of  these  is,  that 
during  the  long  period  of  illness  under  which  his  Royal  Highness  laboured, 
he  pCMrfonned  ewety  one  of  his  duties  to  the  utmost  detfdl,  and  has  trans* 
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particulariy  iu  the  lower  house  of  pariiament^  where 
some  of  the  members,  who  at  former  times  had  in- 
sultiBd  decency  by  their  vimlence  against  the  Duke, 
were  now  compelled,  by  the  force  of  truth,  to  join  in 
praising  his  public  integrity  and  private  worth. . 
.  V  In  this,  however,  they  only  echoed  the  national 
voice^  fQr  so  deeply  was  the  public  mind  impressed 
with  a  conviction  of  the  merits '  of  the  illustrious  de- 
ceased; that  the  day  of  his  funeral  was  observed 
througlioat  the  kingdom  as  one  of  universal  mourning. 
In  and  about  the  metropolis  business  was  every  where 
suspended,  and  in  several  churches  funeral  sermons 
were  preached.  Among  these  marks  of  religious  re- 
spect, we  cannot  omit  the  tribute  paid  to  the  memory 
of  the  Duke  by  the  parish  of  Islington.  Notice  having 
been  given  that  there  would  be  divine  service  and  a 
sermon,  the  church  was  filled  in  the  morning  by  a 
most  respectable  congregation,  all  in  mourning,  who 
were  summoned  to  the  house  of  prayer  by  a  peal  of 
muffled  bells.  Aft^  the  regular  service  of  the  day 
had  been  read  by  the  senior  curate,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  vicar,  ascended  the  pulpit,  and  delivered  an 
eloquent  sermon  on  1  Cor.  xv.  26.  *^  The  last  enemy 
that  shall  be  destroyed  is  death.'' 

Having  in  the  first  division  of  his  discourse  consi- 
dered the  circumstances  which  render  death  terrible, 
the  reverend  preacher  proceeded  to  shew  how  this 
enemy  is  destroyed  by  the  Redeemer.  The  sermon 
c<mcluded  with  a  just  and  elegant  eulogy  upon  the 
Duke  of  York,  who  was  portrayed  as  the  soldier's 
friend,  tod  the  friend  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless. 
An  allusion  was  made  to  those  points  in  which  the 
character  of  the  late  Monarch,  and  that  of  his  lam^ited 
son,  coincided,  particularly  in  the  conscientious  and 
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'  '<  Wisdom  is  power ;  strength  is  derived  from  the  skilful  appli- 
cation of  talent,  so  disciplined  and  matured  by  prudence  and 
mformation,  as  to  overcome  difficulty  m  the  time  of  danger. 
Ample  demonstration  of  the  former  was  given,  when  the  latter 
was  required ;  and  the  effect  produced  by  the  consummate  exer- 
cise of  all,  has  produced,  in  our  time,  peace  and  security ;  and 
with  these,  that  national  importance  which  is  the  result  of  well- 
directed  exertion.  Men  are  trained  for  action  by  their  acquire- 
ments in  the  various  paths  of  requisite  knowledge;  and  he,  whose 
mind  has  been  enlarged  in  eariy  life  by  rule  and  application, 
must,  in  the  pursuit  which  is  the  prevailing  object  of  his  choice 
and  ambition,  be  best  prepared  for  the  exercise  of  his  ability. 

'<  This  consideration  had  its  due  weight ;  and  our  late  revered 
and  beloved  commander-in-chief  was  wdl  convinced,  that' in 
founding  an  institution  for  the  promotion  of  Milttiiry  Scienee,  he 
acted  in  conformity  with  sound  policy  and  judgment,'  and  with 
his  own  just  conceptions  of  foresight,  prudence,  and  dttty ;  and 
Aat  what  he  did,  in  this  respect,  was  adapted  to  furnish  the 
forces  of  his  Majesty's  empire  not  only  with  ^men  of  Tenown,' 
hat  with  leaders  possessed  of  suitable  acquirements  commen- 
surate with  their  determination,  valour,  and  loyalty. 

**  Upon  another  work,  it  will  be  proper  to  dwdl  a  little  more 
at  length :  as  it  is  a  subject  that  not  only  comes  home  to  every 
man's  heart  and  bosom,  but  applies  most  forcibly  to  the  ranks 
of  the  army.  This  is  the  Rotal  Asylum,  which  receives, 
ioaters,  feeds,  clothes,  educates,  and  provides  for  the  helpless 
offspring  of  the  brave  soldier,  who  has  fought,  and  bled,  and 
died  in  the  cause  of  his  country. 

"T^at  truly  benevolent  and  charitable  establishment  was  also 
the  work  of  him  who  is  now  no  more  I  How  often,  with  fond 
delist  and  amiable  condescension,  that  marked  his  character, 
did  he  visit,  watch  over,  and,  in  due  time,  provide  for,  the  multi- 
tude of  litde  ones,  whose  natural  protectors  had  been  taken  from 
them ;  and  who,  but  for  his  powerful  and  precious  interference  in 
iheir  behalf,  would  have  been  left  destitute,  and  might  have 
pmed  away  in  poverty,  wretchedness,  and  ruin ! 
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**  Well  ftod  truly  has  tlie  late  royal  commander-in-chief  been 
called  '  the  Soldier*^  Friend.'  He  was  his  friend,  in  making  his 
life  respectable  and  happy,  comfortable  and  honourable.  He 
was  his  friend,  in  giving  encouragement  to  merit,  and  in  promot- 
ing his  advancement.  He  was  his  friend,  in  relieving  his  family 
when  overtaken  by  distress ;  and  he  was  his  friend  in  affording 
assistance  to  the  widow,  and  protection  to  the  children,  when  the 
soldier  himself  was  taken  from  them ;— one  thousand  boys,  tlie 
greater  part  of  them  orphans,  are  now  at  the  Royal  Military 
Asylum ;  four  hundred  females  at  a  Branch  Establishment ;  and 
during  the  miseries  of  the  war,  there  were,  at  one  time,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  infants  at  the  breast,  which  vrere  taken  care 
of  and  sustained  in  the  arms  of  charity  I 

**Sach  a  friend  was  our  late  commander-in-chief.  Affable, 
gracious,  and  condescending  in  his  deportment ;  peaceable  and 
forgiving;  totally  devoid  of  resentment  against  any  one  who 
might  have  opposed  him,  and  of  so  generous  a  character  and 
of  such  elevation  of  mind,  that  he  regarded  his  adversary  in  a 
favourable  light,  provided  it  was  evident  that  he  acted  from  pure 
motives  and  disinterested  principles.  No  one  returned  from  hit 
presence  under  any  impression  but  that  of  satisfaction.  Jf  h^ 
attended  to  tlie  claims  of  the  highest  military  applicant,  hrs 
royal  highness  never  omitted  to  answer  tlic  petition  addressed  to 
him  by  tlie  private  soldier,  or  that  of  the  widow  in  behalf  of  her 
children,  or  of  the  orphan  that  cried  unto  him." 

The  following  "character  of  the  Duke  of  York**  is  from  the 
pen  of  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

In  the  person  of  his  Hoyal  Highness,  we  may  justly  say,  "  There  ba» 
fellen  this  day  in  our  Israel,  a  prince  and  a  great  man."  He  has  from  aii 
eariy  period  of  his  manhood,  performed  a  most  important  part  in  public 
life.  In  the  earW  wars  of  the  French  llevolution,  he  commanded  the 
British  forces  on  the  continent ;  and  altliough  we  claim  not  for  liis  memoiy 
the  admiration  due  to  the  rare  and  high  gifts  which  in  our  latter  times  mvA 
combine  to  form  a  military  ji^enius  of  the  first  order,  yet  it  has  never  been 
disputed,  that  in  the  field  his  Roj-al  Highness  displayed  intelligence,  mili- 
taiy  skill,  and  his  family  attribute,  the  most  unalterable  courage.  He  had 
also  the  universal  testimony  of  Ae  army  for  his  efforts  to  lessen  the  distieaaei 
of  the  privates,  during  the  horrors  of  an  imsuccessful  campaign,  in  whkJi 
he  acquired,  and  kept  to  his  death,  the  epitliet  of  The  Soldier's  Friend. 

But  it  is  not  on  aocoont  of  these  eariy  serrices,  that  we  now,  as  boldly 
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10  oOr  poor  voice  nuiy)  yenture  to  bring  fbrwaid  the  late  Diike  of  Toil's 
t^laims  to  the  perpetual  gratitude  of  his  countiy.  It  is  as  the  reft)rmer  and 
regenerator  ofthe  British  army^  which  he  broueht  from  a  state  neariy  allied 
to  general  contempt,  to  such  a  pitch  of  exceUence,  that  we  may,  without 
hesitationy  daim  tor  them  an  equality  wittt,  if  not  a  superiori^  over,  any 
troops  in  Europe.  The  Duke  of  York  had  the  firmness  to  look  into  and 
enunioe  the  causes,  whidi  ever  since  the  American  war,  though  arising  out 
of  circumstances  existing  long  before,  had  gone  as  &r  to  destroy  the  cha- 
ittcter  of  the  British  army,  as  the  natural  good  materials  of  v^hich  it  is  com- 
posed would  permit  ITie  heart  must  have  been  bold  that  did  not  despair 
at  the  sight  01  such  an  AugeaQ  stable. 

In  the  first  place,  our  system  of  purchasing  commissions — ^itself  an  evil 
in  a  miHtaiy  point  of  view,  and  yet  indispensable  to^the  freedom  of  the 
countiy*-had  been  stietched  so  fiir  as  to  open  the  way  to  eveiy  sort  of 
abuse.  No  science  was  required,  no  service,  no  {Previous  experience  what-> 
soevt^r;  the  boy,  let  loose  m)m  school  the  last  week,  might  in  the  course  of 
a  month  be  a  field  ofiker,  if  his  friends  were  disposed  to  ,be  liberal  of 
money  and  influence.  Others  there  were,  against  whom  there  could  be  no 
complaint  for  want  of  length  of  service,  although  it  might  be  diflSctilt  to  see 
how  their  experience  was  improved  by  it  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  a 
commission  to  be  obtained  for  a  child  in  the  cradle ;  and  when  he  came 
from  college,  the  fortunate  youth  was  at  least  a  lieutenant  of  some  standing 
b^  dint  of  fair  promotion.  To  sum  up  this  catalogue  of  abuses,  commis* 
sions  were  in  some  instances  bestowed  upon  young  ladies,  when  pensions^ 
could  not  be  had.  We  know  one  fiiir  dame  vt^o  drew  the  pay  of  a  cap-- 
tain  in  the  Dragoons,  and  was  probably  not  raudi  less  fit  fi>r  the  service  than 
some  who  did  actual  duty ;  for  no  knowledge  of  any  kind  was  demanded 
horn  the  young  officers.  If  they  desired  to  improve  themselves  in  the  ele-' 
mentary  parts  of  their  mofession,  there  was  no  means  open  either  of  direct 
tion  or  of  instruction.  But  as  a  zeal  for  knowledge  rarely  exists  where  its 
attainment  brings  no  credit  or  advantage,  the  gay  young  men  who  adopted* 
the  militaiy  profession,  were  easily  led  into  the  feshion  of  thmking,  that  it 
was  pedantiy  to  be  master  even  of  the  routine  of  the  exercise  which  they 
were  obliged  to  perform.  An  intelligent  sergeant  whispered  fiom  time' to 
time  the  word  or  command,  which  his  captain  would  have  been  ashamed  to 
have  known  vrithout  prompting,  and  thus  the  duty  of  the  field-day  was 
huddled  over  rather  than  performed.  It  vras  natural,  under  such  circum- 
stances, that  the  pleasures  of  the  mess,  or  of  the  card  or  billiard  table, 
should  occupy  too  much  of  the  leisure  of  those  who  had  so  few  duties  to 
perform,  and  that  extravagance,  vrith  all  its  disreputable  consequences,' 
should  be  the  characteristic  of  many;  while  others,  despairing  of  promotion^ 
which  could  only  be  acquired  by  money  or  influence,  sunk  into  mere 
machines,  peribrming,  without  hope  or  heart,  a  task  which  they  had  learned 
by  rote. 

To  this  state  of  things,  by  a  succession  of  well-oonsidered  and  ef&ctoal 
regulation,  the  Duke  of  York  pu^  a  stop  vrith  a  firm  yet  graitle  hand. 
Terms  of  service  were  fixed  for  evety  rank,  and  neither  influence  nor  money 
was  permitted  to  force  any  individual  forward,  until  he  had  served  the 
neccssuy  time  in  the  present  grade  which  he  held.  No  rank  short  of  that 
of  the  IXike  of  York,  no  courage  and  determination  inferior  to  that  of  his 
Royal  Highness,  could  have  accomplished  a  change  so  important  to  the 
servioeji'  but  which  yet  was  so  un&vourable  to  the  wesdthy  and  to  the  power- 
ful, whose  children  and  proteg^  had  fbrmeriy  found  a  brief  way  to  ])rorao- 
tion.    Thus  a  protection  was  afforded  to  those  officers  who  could  only  hope 
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In  a  letter  descriptive  of  the  Coronation,  by  Sir  Walter  Scott» 
if  the  following  oiaracteristic  sketch  of  one  of  the  most  touching 
incidents  of  that  most  magnificent  spectacle : — 

*'  It  was  peculiaily  delightful  to  see  the  King  receive  from  the  Royal 
Brethren,  but  in  particular  the  Duke  of  York,  the  fraternal  kiss,  in  which 
they  acknowledged  their  So^'eieign.  There  was  an  honest  tenderness,  an 
aflEectionate  and  sincere  reverence,  in  the  embrace  interchanged  between  the 
Didce  of  York  and  his  Majesty,  that  approached  almost  to  a  caress,  and 
ioipressed  all  present  with  the  electrical  conviction  that  the  nearest  to  the 
thsone  in  blood  was  the  nearest  also  in  affection.  I  never  heard  plaudits 
given  more  from  the  heart  than  those  that  were  thundered  upon  the  Royal 
Brethren  when  they  were  thus  pressed  to  each  other's  bosoms— it  was  an 
emotion  of  natural  kindness,  which,  bunting  out  amidst  ceremonial  grandeur^ 
found  an  answer  in  every  British  heart." 

A  respectable  clergyman  who  had  long  laboured  in  his  profession,  being 
far  advanced  in  years,  and  having  a  very  small  income,  witii  a  large  fimiily^ 
was  induced  by  some  accounts  which  he  had  lieard  of  the  great  benero^ 
lence  of  the  Duke  of  York,  to  apply  to  his  Royal  Highness  for  a  commission 
for  his  second  son,  a  promising  3roung  man  who  wished  to  serve  his  king 
and  countiy  in  the  army.  He  mentioned  to  some  of  his  friends  die  inten- 
tion he  had  of  making  the  application ;  but  was  told  that  it  must  be  in  vain, 
as  several  ijistances  had  recently  occurred  of  refusals  being  returned  to  solici- 
tations for  commissions,  though  made  by  persons  possessed  of  ])olitical 
interest.  The  clergyman  said  that,  notwithstanding,  he  would  tiy  his  diance* 
He  did  so,  and  sent  a  letter  to  the  Duke,  with  certificates  of  his  circum- 
stances and  character.  By  the  return  of  post  he  received  an  answer,  signi- 
fyiag  that  his  son  should  have  a  commission;  and  accordingly,  in  the 
eiuRiing  Gazette,  the  young  man's  name  appeared  in  the  list  of  military 
appointments. 

The  following- circumstance  was  related  at  a  meeting  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Association,  just  after  the  death  of  the  Duke : — Mr.  M'Demiot,  a 
gentleman  of  that  persuasion,  and  who  had  formerly  been  in  the  army^ 
wrote  to  his  Royal  Iliehness,  stating  that  owing  to  the  pressure  of  the  times 
he  was  much  reduced  in  -hiis  fortune,  so  as  not  to  be  able  to  assist  his  two 
sons  who  wished  very  much  to  enter  the  service.  By  return  of  post  he 
received  a  letter,  stating  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  his  case ; 
which  promise  was  fulfilled^  and  the  two  young  gentlemen  were  forthwith 
appointed. 

A  young  ofiicer  named  Drew,  who  had  served  during  a  great  port  of  the 
Peninsolar  war,  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  left  arm  m  the  batUe  of  Sala- 
manca, for  winch  he  was  invalided  with  the  half  pay  of  a  lieutenant.  Not 
beiqg  one  of  those  who  love  inglorious  ease^  soon  after  his  return  to  England 
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Meing  that  he  was  dressed  in  an  old  suit  of  regimentals^  asked  liow  long  lie 
might  have  had  tliem  ?  "  Why^  your  Iloyal  UigiinesSy  about  forty  yean," 
On  tliis  the  Duke,  taking  up  tlie  skirt  of  the  coat,  rcmaiked  that  such  cloth 
was  not  made  now-a-days.  "  No ;"  replied  the  veteran,  "  nor  such  men 
either/*  llie  retort  so  pleaied  the  Duke  and  his  Drotlier,  that  the  soldier 
was  from  that  time  placed  on  full  pay,  to  make  the  remainder  of  his  days 
comfortable.  He  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-seven,  and  was  buried 
in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Mary's^  Colchester. 

^Ve  have  recunled  the  cool  \'alour  of  tlie  Duke  of  York  when  be  stood 
the  fire  of  Colonel  Lenox;  but  we  should  have  related  the  fiict,  that  Lord 
Wiuchelsea  and  tlie  Colonel  botli  had  their  baggage  packed  up,  and  the 
carriage  ready  to  leave  the  kingdom,  in  case  tlic  rencounter  had  proved 
fiOal.  Neither  (he  Duke  of  Yoik  nor  Lord  llawdon,  however,  adopted  any 
measure  of  the  sort. 

In  the  year  1797,  their  Royal  Uiglmesses  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York 
spent  a  great  jxirt  of  the  season  at  Bath,  where  a  repository  was  formed 
under  their  special  patronage,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  to  all  peisoxw, 
and  more  particulariy  foreign  emigrants  in  distressed  circumstances,  the 
means  of  selling  to  advantage  the  productions  of  their  iiigenuity  and  industry. 
The  presence  and  example  of  their  Royal  Highnesses,  on  tliis  occasion,  hsul 
a. considerable  effect  in  promoting  the  benevolent  obied. 

His  Royal  Highness  viras  a  keen  sportsman,  and  even  in  his  last  iUnen 
lie  took  a  pleasure  in  conversing  upon  the  subject.  In  the  sea.son  of  1823-4, 
he  was  in  vigorous  healtli,  and  extremely  fortunate  in  all  his  shooting  parties, 
particulariv  on  Saturday,  the  24tb  of  January,  of  the  latter  year,  at  tne  seal 
of  tlie  Earl  of  Venilam,  in  Hertfordshire,  where  the  Duke  killed  nine^-eight 
flieasaots,  besides  other  game.  He  continued  the  sport  till  dark,  and  after- 
wards dined  with  the  Earl  and  Countess,  stopped  to  an  evenhtt  party,  and 
between  one  and  two  o'clock  set  oflf  for  London,  where  he  arivea  about  four, 
i^  attended  the  chapel  royal  a  Sunday  noon. 

A  short  time  prenous  to  the  commencement  of  his  fetal  illness,  the  Duke 
was  met  by  tliree  young  ladies  as  he  was  walking  into  St.  James's  Park  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Stableryard ;  who  presented  a  letter  to  biro,  which  he  received 
witli  his  usual  affability.  His  Royal  ILg^iness  opened  the  letter  and  read  it, 
and  af^  asking  them  a  few  questions,  desired  tnem  to  call  on  him  the  fol- 
lowing day  at  tlie  Horse  Guards.  The  young  ladies  were  the  d:nightei9  of  an 
officer  who  had  been  killed  in  battle,  and  consequently  they  enjoyed  small 
pensions,  but  which  were  to  cease  on  their  respective  marriages.  As  one  of 
them  was  about  to  enter  into  that  state,  she  desired  that  her  pension  might 
be  transferred  to  her  sisters ;  to  wliidi  the  Duke  kindly  consented,  and  it 
wai  promptly  settled  when  tliey  called  the  next  day. 

Hie  Diwe  of  York  was  inattentive  to  his  pecuniary  affairs,  in  consequence 
of  which,  he  (ell  into  many  difficulties,  am  in  some  instances  his  name 
stood  deep  on  tradesmen's  books.  Tliis  was  the  case  particularly  with 
Messrs.  Rundeil  and  Bridge,  the  silveramiths  and  jewellers,  on  Ludgnte 
XlilL  His  Royal  Highness  calling  one  day  at  the  shop,  was  waited  upon, 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bridge,  by  the  principal,  when  the  Duke,  among 
other  thing!^  said,  *'  Mr.  Rundeil,  you  must  be  very  rich.'*  The  old  gen- 
tleman replied,  '<  Bless  your  Royal  Highness,  quite  the  contrary :  nobody 
thinks  of  paying  us  what  they  owe,  which  keeps  us  poor :  but  if  we  could 
get  in  our  just  debts,  we  might  be  rich.*'  The  Duke  made  no  answer,  but 
put  down  a  gokl  box  he  bad  been  viewing,  and,  after  desiring  tliat  Mr. 
Brieve  would  call  upon  him,  went  away.  The  next  day  a  chedi  for  tive 
hundred  pounds  was  sent,  witli  an  order  to  place  it  to'liis  account.    Hiis  so 
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p|eis«4  Rundeil,  chit  he  rxclaunel,  he  knew  Mr.  Bridge  could  make  people 

■n-  if  he  vf'Tuli  or's  <y«cak  o*ii  a^  pLiinly  as  he  did. 

^To  the  t jwn  -m'  BniTi'j.t  ziL-i  K<.yal  liiduiess  \*-as  a  frequent  visitor,  and 

diirir-T  ^*i5  occa^ioiial  vtS'Akz.c*^  there,  he  cave  the  inliabitants  abundant 

crrj«:rTun:::r<  it  w.t:.-r»:nj  hi*  m-jde  oflife,  and  of  appreciating  lite  excel- 

k:..:r  of  his  dUf-i'sif.' r..     .^iTiOii^:  liie  shops  lliat  he  frvquexited  was  tiiai  of 

a  rrST^.ii.'.e  l:r.':2  rL'ip^-?  tr»  wh«>in  he  proved  a  steady  friend.    Atone 

t::r.-'ihc  I>ik-r  mi-   i  pcrv-hise  ot  some  linen  for  slurts,  and  a5he^»'a5 

a?x<:i  to  'ir'vtr.,  li.e  tTil^isniia  cfferwi  to  get  tliem  made.     Thv,  however, 

hi*  K  A-ol  iL^hiic*  do.liii--d,  saying,  *•  One  of  ray  servants  is  lately  dead, 

ari<i  r.j^  left  a  p<>:c  v^'A-:''^;  to  'svh>>ai  the  making  of  these  sliirts  will  be  an 

■  ■  ■ 

"WiTr. r--«rr  tr.»:  wsiV:»:r  peHiLited,  tlie  Chain  Pier  was  a  favourite  prome- 
rair  ". .  -  .*  Roy-ii  H;^r-iii:«-  lU:*:  in  plain  dress  he  genenilly  walked  alone, 
u)Sk^  z  i-i*  obscr.-iii'jtis  -.t.  whatever  passed,  lie  would  often  enter  into 
cor-Vcrsiv.  ;ci  vf /i,  the  tbhermeii  on  their  success,  while  Waning  over  the  rails 
that  tV«:Lt  'j.e  3*:i- 

A'>«.h:i  •". jur,c»;ii  yej^  ajo,  a  nsherman  liaving  met  with  some  se^'ere  losses, 
wiiK'i  rt^iucfi  hini  to  the  utm-.-st  want,  tlie  sympathy  of  the  inhabitant*  was 
exciti^i  ?o  dr.  that  a  subscription  was  entered  into  for  his  relief.  Tins  cir- 
cur.i5t.ir.C'r  ri^c  r-<e  to  in  institution  to  provide  against  similar  disastecs 
under  the  der.omir-ition  of  the  "  Brighton  Fishermen's*  Association."  Ctf 
this  Kiu'iable  e-5ta:'iishni»::ii,  his  present  Majesty  condescended  to  become 
the  pa:n»D  ;  :uii  at  tiie  drst  mteiiiig  the  Duk*r  of  York  took  the  chair.  "Die 
objects  embracAril  were  to  administer  assistance  to  all  suhschbiug  meinbefs 
in  cases  of  ^icknes^,  to  make  an  allowance  to  widows  and  families,  to  reiiere 
sup<niinuated  meni!jers,  ami  to  afford  compensation  to  others  for  losses  sus- 
tained in  the  exercise  of  their  callini;. 

N->t  f;ir  tVom  linjliton  livt-s  an  old  soldier,  cenerally  known  by  tlie  name 
of  Corp<.>ral  Stanes.     He  is  now  between  sixty  and  seventy  years  of  age, 
has  seen  much  sc-nice,  and  is  nearly  a  cripple.     His  misemble  hut,  which 
stands  by  tlie  side  of  an  old  wall,  is  covered  widi  pieces  of  tarpaulinc,  but 
destitute'  of  a  window,  and  not  impemous  to  the  wet.     Within,  it  exlubits 
every  appearance  of  wretcheiiness;  and  the  whole  is  little  more  than  nine 
fcet  square,  one  half  of  which  is  occupied  by  his  bed.     He  has,  howtver, 
contrived  to  make  the  most  of  his  nx»m,  as  )>art  of  the  space  under  the  bed 
is  mmed  into  a  hen-coop,  and  tlie  remainder  to  uses  no  less   necessary. 
Just  without  tlie  door  is  a  little  do^,  which,  actini;  as  a  sentinel  always  oa 
duty,  has  a  kennel  provided  for  his  accommodation.     Contiguous  to  the 
entrance  into  the  hut  is  a  little  place,  about  twice  tlie  .<izc  of  tiie  dwelliiiff, 
that  migfit  have  been  converted  into  a  ^rden,  if  the  ocaipant*s  taste  had 
been  so  disposed.     Instead  of  this,  however,  he  has  turoeci  tiie  spot  into  a 
fortification,  in  humble  imitation  of  I'ort  Royal,  in  Jamaica.     Tlie  external 
fence  consists  of  a  few  sliort  stakes,  driven  mto  tjio  ground  for  tlie  support  of 
others  in  a  transverse  direction.     Within  thl«  enclosure  are  stationed  several 
wooden  ima^,  to  represent  soldiers,  while  from  the  embrasure,  mimic 
cannon  peep   out   in   various  direction^,   made    of   old    candlesticks  or 
broken  ^n  barrels.     In  some  parts  are  flajistafTs  with  colours,  and  in  one 
comer  is  Lord  Nelson's  iniafre  lyins^  in  state.     On  public  days  the  batteiy 
dischanircs  royal  salute^,  the  old  governor  actually  expendini;  twenty  shillines 
a  year  in  ammunition,  to  shew  his  loyalty.     Tlie  Duke  of  York,'  attracted 
by  this  curiosity,  paid  the  corporal  several  visits,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
conversed  very  freelv  with  the  veteran  upon  his  fortification,  as  well  as 
personal  liistoiy ;  and  though  his  stay  in  general  was  short,  he  ne^'er  k^  ibt 
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mralid  without  giving  him  cause  to  praise  his  liberaKty.  The  old  man  my^ 
the  Duke  was  the  best  friend  the  soldiers  ever  liad,  as  he  always  cunea 
the  undue  exercise  of  delegated  power,  and  shielded  tlie  helpless  from  t|ie 
arrogance  of  authority.  On  one  occasion  the  pennoners  having  displease^ 
the  superintendanty  had  their  pay  reduced,  which  privation  they  suffered'  for 
a  considerable  time  without  redress.  At  length,  the  Duke  of  York  was 
made  acquainted  with  their  situation ;  on  which  an  immediate  inquiry  took 
place,  thepay  was  restored,  and  all  the  arrears  were  paid  up.  The  last 
time  the  Duke  visited  the  corporal  he  told  him  to  make  himself  easy,  for 
that  he  should  never  want;  but  shortly  after  he  was  taken  ill,  and  his  death 
put  an  end  to  the  veteran's  hopes.  On  this  event,  the  old  man  put  his 
garrison  into  mourning  with  pieces  of  black  crai)e,  and  he  also  obtained  an 
image  to  represent  his  patron  lying  in  state,  unaer  a  canopy  decorated  with 
sable  horse-nair,  black  feathers,  and  other  insignia  of  woe.  But  the  late 
Commander-in-Chief  was  not  the  only  royal  personage  who  honoured  the 
corporal  with  his  presence.  His  Majesty,  when  prince  regent,  attended  by 
several  officers,  once  called  to  see  the  old  man  and  his  fortification.  The 
Prince  and  his  company  were  much  amused,  and  his  Royal  Higlmess,  at 
parting,  gave  the  worn-out  soldier  full  permission  to  visit  Uie  kitclien  at  the 
ravilion,  whenever  he  pleased. 

The  following  interesting  narrative  appeared  in  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine  for  last  February : — 

Passing  over  the  Guadarama  mountains,  seven  leagues  north  of  Madrid, 
on  the  13th  October,  1809,  accompanied  by  some  British  officers  of  the 
Guards,  about  80  British  soldiers,  and  several  Spaniards,  the  whole  con- 
voyed by  a  strong  escort  of  French  troops,  cavaliy  and  infantr}',  I  perceived 
in  the  centre  of  tlie  escort  a  very  interesting  looking  child,  apparently  seven 
years  old,  sitting  with  a  Spanii^  female  in  a  kind  of  cart.  The  appearance 
of  the  boy  indicated  that  ne  was  not  a  native  of  a  southern  climate :  this, 
together  with  a  naivete  and  playfulness  in  his  manner,  induced  me  to  address 
him.  I  accordingly  spoke  to  him  in  Spanish,  to  which  he  made  a  suitable 
reply ;  and  to  my  no  small  surprise,  immediately  af\er,  he  addressed  me  in 
English.  Having  inquired  of  the  female  (who  appeared  to  have  the  boy 
under  her  care)  where  he  had  learned  to  speak  the  Englisli  language,  she 
replied  that  the  boy  was  bom  in  Scotland,  that  his  father,  who  had  been  a 
sergeant  in  tlie  42d  regiment,  had  served  tlie  year  before  in  the  British 
array  under  Sir  John  Moore,  and  was  killed  at  tlie  battle  in  front  of  Co- 
nmna ;  previous  to  which,  on  the  retreat  of  the  British  troops  from  Lugo, 
the  mother,  together  with  the  boy,  was  left  behind,  sick,  in  uie  hospital  at 
Lugo ;  that  she  fell  a  victim  to  disease,  and  her  child  was  found  in  the 
hospital,  in  an  abandoned,  wretched  condition,  by«  the  French  officer  of 
cavalry,  who  at  that  moment  commanded  the  cavalry  that  conveyed  us  on 
our  way  to  France.  When  an  opportunity  offered,  I  introduced  the  subject 
to  the  French  commandant,  wno  corroborated  the  story  related  by  .th^ 
Spanish  lady,  who  it  turned  out  was  his  chbrc  amie.  I  then  mentioned  the 
circumstance  to  the  British  officer,  who,  as  well  as  myself,  conjointly  endea- 
voured to  prevail  on  the  French  officer  to  give  up  the  child  to  his  natural 
protectors,  but  all  our  arguments  and  entreaties  were  in  vain,  for  he  was  so 
much  attached  to  the  boy,  that  he  would  not  part  with  him  on  any  account. 

At  this  period,  independent  of  his  histoiy,  the  manners  of  the  child  were 
extremely  interesting,  and  he  could  speak  four  languages  with  no  small 
degroe  of  fluency.  Frendi,  he  acquired  from  the  French  officer ;  German^ 
frm  the  officer's  servant,  who  happened  to  be  of  the  Saxon  contingent ; 
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Sjnni^,  from  the  female,  who  couJd  not  speak  a  word  of  Frendi ;  and  be 
sull  retained  a  knowledge  of  his  native  tongue.  We  journeyed  to^elber 
ilirDC  weeks  longer  towards  the  French  frontier,  and  on  our  arrh^  at  TokxA, 
30  miles  south  of  Bayonnc,  the  French  commandant  receivod  orden  to 
conduct  die  Spanisli  prisoners  of  vvvlt  to  the  fortress  of  Pampcluna,  while 
the  British  wounde<l,  wlio  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  in  the  hospital 
after  the  battle  of  Takivcia,  were  ordered  to  prosecute  their  mai\Ji  to  France ; 
but  (as  I  was  subsequently  informed)  the  road  to  Pampehina  being  inter- 
ct-pted  by  tlie  S^xuiish  Guerillas,  it  was  necessary  that  the  French  officer 
should  restore  the  communication  at  the  head  of  a  lai^  foice.  In  the 
mean  time  be  lufl  his  establishment  at  Tolosa,  until  it  would  be  prudent  to 
onler  it  lo  rejoin  him ;  but  tlie  Spanish  lady  (on  account  of  linng  with  a 
French  officer)  dreaded  the  resentment  of  her  countrymen  so  much,  that  in 
a  few  days  afU>r  the  departure  of  the  Frendi  officer,  she  fled,  and  deserted 
tlic  child  in  her  charge. 

About  a  montli  after  this  period.  Captain,  now  Major  H ,  of  the 

2.'id  Dragoons,  whose  wounds  did  not  permit  him  to  accompany  us  from 
Msidrid,  in  passing  througli  Tolosa  on  his  way  to  Verdun,  acciaenfcdiy  heard 
that  tiiuru  was  an  English  boy  in  an  abandoned  furiom  condition  in  the 
town.  He  immediately  took  the  child  under  his  protection,  and  having 
luMrd  at  Orleans  that  I  had  received  a  passport  to  return  to  England,  and 
l)(>in<:;  anxious  tluit  I  should  con\ey  some  letters  to  his  f«imily,  veiUured 
to  proceed  to  Paris ;  here  I  recognized  my  Kltlc  travelling  coiniKmion. 
who  recollected  me  immediately.    In  a  fiBW  days  I  prevailed  on  Captaio 

H to  allow  me  to  take  die  boy  to  England ;  and  navipg  presented  my 

little  protege  at  the  Bureau  de  Guerre,  his  manners  and  history  soon  ob- 
tained permission  for  him  to  return  home. 

Previous  to  leaving  die  Fraich  metropolis.  Captain  H gpive  roe  a 

letter,  addressed  to  his  royal  higlmess  tiie  Duke  of  York,  the  founder  of 
tlie  Militaiy  Asylum,  and  another  letter  to  the  Marquis  of  Huntley,  colonel 
of  the  redment  in  which  the  boy's  father  had  served.  On  my  arrival  in 
London,  I  lost  no  time  in  delivering  tliese  letten,  and  soon  after  was  (to- 
gedier  with  the  child)  honoured  by  an  interview  widi  his  royal  fai^^uKSS, 
who  was  very  much  pleased  with  the  boy,  took  him  in  his  arms,  and  spokt 
to  him  in  French  and  German,  to  which  die  little  fellow  maide  suitable 
answers.  Uis  royal  higlmess  was  pleased  to  make  every  necessaiy  arrange- 
ment for  die  Ix}y  s  admission  into  the  Royal  Militaiy  Asylum,  Chelsea,  with 
as  little  deliiy  as  possible.  Lord  Huntley,  on  receipt  of  Captain  H.'s  letter, 
immediately  wrote  to  the  colonel  of  the  1st  battalion  4 2d  re-nmeni,  tlien 
quartcreil  at  Cauterbur)',  to  make  inquiry  if  die  cliild  had  any  friends  living 
ill  Scotland. 

In  a  few  days  afler,  (it  being  necessary  to  procure  die  Marquis  of  Hunt- 
ley's siKnaltire  to  some  papers,  previous  to  the  boy's  admission  into  the 
asylum,)  I,  togedier  widi  my  little  protege,  was  procee<ling  to  llichmond- 
Hoiu^  for  that  pumose,  wlieu,  on  our  arrii-al  in  Cnaring  Cross,  I  porreived  a 
soldier,  in  the  Highland  uniform,  walkii^  leisurely  about  one  hundred  yards 
before  me.  I  soon  overtook  thu<  man,  wlio  liappened  to  serve  in  the  4*2d 
regiment,  and  having  %iquired  of  him  if  he  haa  been  acquainted  with  Ser^ 
geant  M'Cullum  of  Ids  regiment,  who  was  killed  the  year  before  at  C^xunna, 
he  answoi^I,  "  Sir,  I  did  not  know  any  man  of  Uiat  name  who  wa.s  killed, 
but  will  you  be  so  good  as  to  tuU  me  why  you  have  asked  me  tliat  question  T 
"  Because,  said  I,  |wintins  out  to  him  die  hoy,  Uiat  is  his  child,  whom  I 
first  found  in  Spain," — "Oh!  sir,"  said  he,  (rushing  over  to  the  Iwy,)  **hp 
is  my  child ;  Jait\<^*,  don't  you  know  me  ?"    TIjc  .vcone  (hat  look  place  can 
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be  more  easily  imagined  tlum  described — altemadon  of  joy  and  grie^  exul- 
taticMi  and  despondency,  depicted  in  the  countenance,  and  evinced  in  the ' 
manner  of  this  soldieT,  on  the  sudden  discovery  of  his  long  lost  child,  and 
on  bis  being  simultaneously  made  acquainted  with  the  death  of  his  wife. 
I  must  conJG^  it  affected  me  so  much,  that  (as  well  to  repress  my  feeling^ 
as  to  avoid  the  crowd  tliat  collected  around  us  in  the  street)  I  was  obliged 
to  retire  into  the  next  shop  tliat  presented  itself.  In  a  sliort  time  we  pro- 
ceeded together  to  Richmond  House;  where,  after  having  presented  my 
pi0teg6  to  Lord  Hmitley,  I  related  to  his  lordship  the  discoveiy  I  had  just 
laade,  and  the  extraordinary  circumstance  attendinji;  it.  On  the  soldier  b^ng 
brought  forward,  he  delivered  a  letter  to  Lord  Uuntky  from  Colonel  Stir- 
ling^ then  commanding  the  Ist  battalion  42d  regiment,  at  Canterbuiy,  which 
stated,  that  he  was  happy  to  inform  his  lordship,  that  the  man  alluael  to  in 
his  lorddiip's  letter,  relative  to  an  orphan,  boy  of  the  regiment,  was  severely 
wounded  at  Coranna^  (but  not  killea,)  and  was  the  beajrer  of  hu  letter,  and 
he  had  sent  the  man  to  town  without  making  him  acquainted  with  the 
object  of  bis  joumev. 

It  then  appeared  that  this  soldier  was  in  tlie  act  of  proceeding  to  Rich- 
XDOod  House  with  this  letter  to  Lord  Huntley,  when  I  accidentally  fell  in 
with  him.  In  a  few  days  after,  the  boy  was  admitted  into  the  Royal  Mili- 
tary Asylum,  where  he  now  is.— (3/arcA  10.) 


CONCLUSION. 


The  Will  of  his  late  Royal  Highness,  dated  December  26,  1826, 
was  proved  on  the  3d  of  February,  when  the  personal  estate  was 
sworn  under  £180,000;  the  duty  upon  which  was  remit- 
ted by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors* 
The  testament  commences  with  the  Duke*s  most  anxious  hope 
that  his  property  would  supply  a  fund  more  than  sufficient  to 
pay  his  debts.  For  this  purpose,  he  gives  the  whole  of  his  real 
and  personal  estate  to  Sir  H.  Taylor  and  Colonel  Stephenson, 
his  executors,  in  trust,  to  dischai^  all  just  claims  thereon,  and 
to  pay  the  residue,  if  any,  to  the  sister  of  his  Royal  Highness, 
the  Princess  Sophia.  To  fulfil  the  desire  of  the  illustrious  tes- 
tator, the  utmost  expedition  was  used  in  the  disposal  of  the  pro- 
perty. - 

On  the  5th  of  Februaiy,  the  whole  of  the  stud  was  brought 
to  the  hammer  by  the  Tattersals ;  when  the  horses,  carriages, 
and  dogs  produced  £8804.  On  the  21  st  of  the  same  month,  and 
three  following  days,  the  wines,  china,  linen,  and  furniture  were 
sold  by  Mr.  Chrisde,  and  realized  upwards  of  £6000. 

Ibere  was  a  great  competition  for  a  travelling  dressing-case,  used  by  the 
illustrious  owner  duiing  the  Holland  campaign,  which  was  ultimately 
knocked  down  for  twenty-one  guineas  and  a  Iialf.  One  of  the  diflercnt 
invalid  chairs  in  which  his  late  Royal  Iligluiess  had  occasionally  reposed 
during  bis  last  illness,  was  soki,afWr  a  spirited  competition,  for  twenty-eight 
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guineas  and  a  half.  A.  pUin-looking  chair,  docribed  as  ''  BuonapaiteV 
chair,  in  the  catalogue,  was  knocked  down  at  seven  pounds  and  a  crown. 
A  caid-box,  of  elaborate  and  delicately  carved  ivoiy,  with  the  royal  dncil 
arms  upon  the  top,  and  five  other  boxes,  each  with  the  coronet,  and  con- 
taining eleven  dozens  of  pearl  counters,  with  the  aims  engraved,  and  glas 
shade,  sold  for  twenty-seven  guineas  and  a  half. 

The  sale  of  plate  took  pUce  March  19 — ^22,  when  the  nost  prominent 
articles  were  sola  as  follows: — ^A  magnificent  cistern,  18^  inches  in  diameter, 
the  neck  and  lip  enwieathed  with  vines  in  fruit,  and  the  handle  foniied  of 
two  figures  of  Tritons  bending  over  tlie  rim,  and  looking  in.  On  the  out- 
side, combats  of  Koman  gjUieys,  witli  numerous  figures  TCfy  spiritedly  de- 
signed. This  bowl  was  said  by  Mr.  Christie  to  have  cost  his  Royal  H^;h- 
ness  £1500,  and  produced  only  £446. 

A  magnificent  candelabrum,  made  by  Lewis,  of  St.  James's-strec^,  for  tlie 
centre  of  a  table,  representing  Hercules  attacking  the  Hydra,  and  surrounded 
by  its  nine  beads,  which  b^  as  many  nosles  for  liglits.  Hylas,  the  com- 
pmion  of  Hercules,  is  represented  in  tlie  act  of  searing  a  neck  of  tlie  monster 
below.  Tlie  candelabrum  is  supported  on  a  mass  of  rock-work,  about  the 
base  of  which  are  various  reptiles.  Weight  1 144  ozs.  5dwts.  and  the  sacrifice, 
said  Mr.  Christie,  was  here  ^Mpdeed  great.'*  Tliere  is  only  one  duplicate  of 
tliis  in  England.    Tliis  was  knocked  down  for  68.  an  ounce. 

A  gnuid  pnpfericulum,  with  scalloped  ucck  and  lip,  supported  by  two 
satyrs  seated  upon  tlie  sliouldcr,  tlie  handle  formed  of  a  satyr,  rescuing  two 
infunt  siityrs  eutwined,  from  the  folds  of  a  dragon.  The  oviform  bc^y  of 
the  vase,  covered  with  a  spirited  relief,  representing  one  of  the  battk^  of 
Alexander.  A  griffin  supports  the  bowl  of  the  \'ase,  and  upon  the  scalloped 
foot  the  arms  of  Fnmcc  arc  thrice  repeated.  Tliis  noble  piece  of  plate  is 
23  inches  high  to  the  top  of  the  handle;  tlie  weight  220 ozs.  13  ds^ti, 
Tliis  was  likewise  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  and  was  purchased  by  a  gentleman 
named  Thomas,  as  well  as  the  companion  prspfericulum,  at  12s.  9d.  per 
ounce. 

A  laige  silver.gilt  dish,  for  the  sideboard,  25  inches  long.  In  the  centre 
is  a  Koman  triumph,  setting  out  from  a  ruined  city,  composed  of  multitudes 
of  figures,  some  of  them  wholly  detached  from  the  ground  of  tlie  dish ;  tlie 
border  is  embellished  witli  pastoral  figures,  after  Jordaens,  which  are  veiy 
richly  and  bciutilully  chased  ;  weight  130oz.  15dwts.  Great  competition 
W}is  manifested  for  tliis  and  tlie  following  lot,  a  similar  dish,  the  one  of 
which  brought  one  guinea  an  ounce,  and  the  other  a  guinea  and  sixpence. 

A  small  circular  waiter  of  solid  gold,  formed  of  gold  lioxcs,  presented 
with  the  freedom  of  different  cities,  the  arms  of  all  wliich  are  accordingly 
engraven  within  a  border  of  oak  letivcs,  witli  the  royal  arms  in  tlie  centre; 
a  frieze  of  oak  leaves  and  acorns  beautifully  chased  upon  the  border ;  wtight 
41  ozs.  11  dwts.  knocked  do\Mi  at  £4.  10s.  an  ounce. 

An  inkstand,  (a  birtli-day  present  from  one  of  tlie  Princesses,)  with  a 
finely  modelled  figure  of  a  female,  in  mat  gold,  kneeling  while  slie  attaches 
u  UTeatli  to  an  Ionic  column  of  burnished  gohl,  having  within  the  Wreath 
the  inscription  "  X'ous  la  meritez,'"  was  purcliased  for  a  member  of  ilie 
Roval  Family,  at  1 2s.  6d.  an  oimce. 

Ilie  shield  of  Acliilles,  designed  by  Ilaxman,  produced  1000  guhieas. 

A  beautiful  iazza,  by  Lewis,  within  it  a  combat  of  cavalry-  in  relief,  and 
on  it  a  broad  frieze  of  nwisks  and  tn>phies,  in  cinque-cento  taste,  sold  for 
£l.  10s.  6d.  jKir  ounce,  about  os.  an  ounce  more  tliaii  its  cost  price. 

A  i>air  of  rich  tsizzas,  also  bv  1-ewis,  of  exquisite  designs  and  workman- 
ship, sold  for  :i7<.  an  ounce.'   In  one  of  tliem,  tlir  state  of  mankind  is 
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represented  as  before  the  flood,  and  an  allusion  to  the  catastTO[>he  by  water, 
in  fine  relief,  and  on  the  outside — Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  in  three 
compaitments  with  tropliies.  Tlie  stem  of  vase  sliape,  supported  by  termini, 
in  fine  cinque-cento  taste.  Figures  playing  upon  musioil  instruments  and 
trophies,  aie  upon  the  foot  Tlie  other  cup  represents  the  story  of  Lot  and 
his  Daugliters,  and  the  de:itruction  of  Soaom  by  fire.  Tlie  exterior  stem 
and  foot  are  embellished  with  similar  omameuts.  Hie  weight  49  ozs. 
10  dwts. 

The  tliird  Sale  by  Mr.  Christie,  took  place  March  27—30.  The  pro. 
perty  sold,  consisted  of  jewellery,  firearms,  &c. 

A  beautiful  inkstand  silver-gilt,  manufactured  by  IVIr.  Lewis,  the  cover 
formed  of  a  figure  of  a  bagpiper  with  his  do*::,  and  other  animals,  finely 
chased,  vSold,  after  much  comi)etition,  for  £l7. 

A  coronation  spoon,  of  curious  dosign,  and  exquisite  chasing,  set  widi 
pearls,  and  iiuitatiuns  of  coloured  stones,  ol)tained  23  guineas. 

A  female  figure  in  a  court  dress,  finely  chased,  bearing  a  cup  upon  her 
liead,  tlic  inside  gilt,  the  drapery  of  Uic  figure  forming  a  drinking  vessel- 
knocked  down  at  30s.  an  ounce. 

A  pair  of  snuff  or  piitch  boxes,  with  combats  of  cavalry,  in  higli  relief, 
upon  tiie  lids,  and  other  chasings.  Thui  lot  fetched  the  high  price  of 
i;2.  5s.  an  ounce !  It  was  originally  purchased,  we  understana^  from 
Mr.  Lewis,  by  his  late  Uoyal  Hic^mess,  at  25s.  per  ounce. 

A  magniticent  gold  seal,  the  handle  composea  of  a  block  of  lapis  lazuli, 
with  the  royal  anns  engraved  u|)on  a  Brazil  pink  topaz,  of  unparalleled 
size  and  lieauty,  was  purchased  for  his  Majesty  at  102  guineas. 

An  extremely  ciuious  massive  gold  ring,  with  the  arms  of  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots,  having  also  the  monogram  of  Queen  Mary,  and  the  crown,  engraved 
on  die  back  of  the  gold  setting — sold  at  14  guineas. 

A  ciyjrtal  cup,  beautifully  engraved  with  foliage,  mounted  upon  a  stem  and 
foot  of  copper,  covered  witli  curious  enamelling :  underneath,  with  a  coat 
of  arms  engraved,  is  the  following  inscription  : — "  Cc  petit  rcliquier  a  etc 
restore  par  J.  Pierre  de  Cacrif  Comma mieitr  dc  Chevreu  ;"  witliin  the  cup  is 
a  gold  cou)  of  Louis  XI II.     It  brought  £5.  15s. 

A  beautiful  shield  of  semi-transparent  bufialo's  hide,  with  a  device  and 
six  bosses  of  silver  gilt,  and  a  cushion  within,  with  silver  rings.  •  It  foiihcrly 
belonged  to  Vizir  Ali — sold  for  6  guineas. 

A  most  interesting  Oriental  suit  of  armour,  formed  of  four  plates  of  buffalo's 
hide,  covered  with  Arabic  inscriptions  in  gold  characters,  connected  by  a 
thick  quilting  of  black  velvet  ornamented  with  gilt  studs,  and  lined  with 
splendid  furniture,  was  purchased  by  Dr.  Meyrick.  It  was  erroneously 
called  Japanese,  and  obtained  a  price  trifling  compared  with  its  curiosity. 

A  lap-dog,  formed  of  a  pearl ;— the  head,  legs,  and  tail,  of  enamel,  set  with 
colourecl  stones,  16  guineas. 

A  silver-mounted  double  gun,  by  Boulet,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the 
Emperor  Napoleon,  was  knocked  down  to  Mr.  Bridge,  believed  for  his 
Majesty,  for  the  sum  of  100  guineas. 

A  mahoeany  travelling  dressing  case,  with  silver-gilt  implements,  contain- 
ing a  pot  for  hot  water,  with  finely  chased  frieze,  and  a  beautifUl  goblet, 
with  a  vast  variety  of  splendid  silver-gilt  articles ;  weight  of  silver  86  oz. 
113  guineas. 

On  the  5th  and  7th  of  April,  were  sold  the  Duke's  Parisian  furniture 
porcelain,  a  fcw  drawings  and  niiniaturps,  three  cabinets  of  conchology,  and 
the  fomiture ;  all  of  whidi  fetched  goo<^I  prices. — ^Tlie  Library,  consisting  of 
45,000  vdumes,  has  since  been  sold  by  \lr.  Sotheby.' 


